“Purpose”
Text: John 12:27 

John 12:27 - Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I came to this hour.


Introduction: (Class discussion and interaction) 
· Name some things they see as pointless.  
· Examples: Broken Electronics, Expired food, A sign that says “Sign Not In Use”; Broken Clock.
· Name things that are purposeful? 
· Example: Cellphone; Swiss army knife; etc, People. 

Starting Verse: Eccl. 3:1- To everything there is a season, A time for every purpose under heaven:
· Everyone has a purpose.  We sometime just need to find it.  ‘
· People need to know that are valued, the have a spot, they have purpose. Story: Nick Vujicic – motivational speaker “Life without Limbs” (no arms & legs) 
Nick’s Story
Nick Vujicic was born with tetra-amelia syndrome, a rare disorder that prevented him from growing any arms or legs. This came as a surprise to his mother, who refused to hold him after giving birth to him, and to his father, who ran into the hallway vomiting after seeing his misshapen son. At age 10, Nick was unable to see how he could live a “normal life” full of marriage, career opportunities, or enjoyable hobbies. Believing he was nothing more than a burden to his family, he decided to commit suicide. As he was attempting to drown himself in his bathtub, Nick realized that his family would be more burdened by his absence than his presence. Instead of giving up, he “persevered through life’s challenges and discovered key principles which enabled him to find his purpose and turn obstacles into opportunities” (Vujicic, 2020).
Nick said he realized he had purpose at age 15 while reading John 9. In John 9 you read the story of a man born blind. What purpose did this man serve? We look at ourselves and we might ask, “What can I do? Why am I this way? – The answer is the same to the one Jesus gave about the man born blind… (John 1:3 - “The works of God should be revealed through him.” God can use you no matter your circumstance!!!!
Motivated by this newfound sense of purpose, Nick was willing to do whatever it took to achieve his dreams, even if that meant failing again and again until he found success. He cherished the thought of a future family and wanted desperately to find peace with himself. These values kept him going and carried him through discouraging setbacks.
Today, Nick is a successful husband, father, entrepreneur, and motivational speaker. He has achieved one of his greatest goals in life and is happily married with four children. When he is not with his beautiful family, he travels the world speaking to millions of people about his unique situation. In 2007, he founded Attitude is Altitude, which is a curriculum for grades K-12 to promote social and emotional learning. He is physically active and has figured out a way to participate in sports and other extreme activities. Nick has embraced vulnerability and is courageously taking action in the face of his obstacles.

Jesus Understood Purpose & what His purpose was: 
John 12:27 - Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I came to this hour.


 Biblical Example = Elijah’s lost purpose – “I Alone Am Left” -1Kings 18:22 
	God said – NO…. I have a purpose for you.  
a. Anoint king over Syria (1 Kg. 19:15) 
b. Anoint Jehu king over Israel 
c. Anoint Elisha as prophet
What purpose do I have on this earth?  Col. 1:16 – All things were created through Him and for Him. 

What is My Purpose? 
I. Fear of the Lord
1. [bookmark: A-]There are endless phobias, from Ablutophobia- Fear of washing or bathing to Zoophobia- Fear of animals.
2. Top 10 Common Phobias:
a. Fear of Spiders, Fear of snakes, Fear of heights, Fear of situations in which escape is difficult, Fear of dogs, Fear of thunder & lightening, Fear of injections, Fear of social situation, Fear of flying, Fear of germs or dirt
Which fear is the most important/scariest?  (The fear that you fear the most) 
These fears are legitimate.  I believe we fear because of Uncertainty/ Control of outcome
· Ex. – We fear snakes – we cannot predict what they will do. 
· We fear death, because we are unsure of the afterlife
· We fear losing our job, where will our income come from?

Our Purpose - Fear of God & Keep His Commands (Eccl. 12:13) 

a. Phobia (fear, dread, horror, terror, fright) come from the Greek.  

i. Jesus teaches fear of God (Matt. 10:27-28) - Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and what you hear in the ear, preach on the housetops. 28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 

ii. Heb. 10:31 – If is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.  

iii. Proverbs 3:7-8 - Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and depart from evil. 8 It will be health to your flesh, and strength to your bones.

1. Warning for us.  The fear of the Lord moves us way from evil.  
a. Ex. – I feared correction from my parents growing up.  
i. Don’t get in the street. 
ii. Don’t touch the stove. 
iii. Don’t lie 

b. Think about fearing God and helping us
i. Don’t get drunk – (Eph. 5) 
ii. Don’t go home with the prostitute. (Prov. 5) 
iii. Don’t run to evil – (Prov. 6:18) 

iv. Prov. 10:27 – The fear of the Lord prolongs days, but the years of the wicked will be shortened. 

b. Solomon the wisest man said, “All is vanity (meaningless) except for a couple of things.” Friendship Eccl. 4; Wisdom Eccl. 7; Diligence Eccl. 11 & sums it all up … 

i. Eccl. 12:13 - Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, For this is man’s all.
ii. If we fear God then we will have a purpose, because He has work for us to do.  

iii. I believe we are to fear God, b/c it will propel us to move to follow Him 
1. Noah was moved with godly fear – Heb. 11:7. 

Our Purpose – Keep Commandments

a. Noah – Heb. 11:7 – “By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things no yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household…” 
i. Gen. 6:14-16 – gopherwood, w/ rooms, pitch inside/out, 300x50x30, a window, door, 3 decks. 
1. Keeping commands = saved – (1 Pet. 3:20)

2. Prov. 3:1 – My Son, do not forget my law, but let your heart keep my commands. 

3. Prov. 4:4 - He also taught me, and said to me: “Let your heart retain my words; Keep my commands, and live.
a. Commands are guided instructions to life

4. John 14:15 – If you love me keep my commandments. 

5. Eccl. 12:13 - Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, For this is man’s all.

II. Our Purpose – Glorification

a. Glorify – to bestow honor, praise, or admiration.(honor or praise) 
b. Story of Lazarus - John 11
i. John 11:4 – When Jesus heard that, He said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
1. God takes the sick, the broken, the weak, the poor, & uses it to bring glory to God. 
2. We are fallible, broken, sick, weak… mortal humans.  God wants to use us to bring glory to Him.  When He gives us aid, when we have accomplishments, successes, victories… we give Him the glory.  
c. 1 Cor. 6:20 - For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.
d. Matt. 5:16 - Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
i. When others see our talents, we turn it back to God. 
ii. When people see us do a good deed, we turn them to God.  
e. Our job is that whatever we do it points praise & honor toward God b/c our purpose is to Glorify God! 

III. Our Purpose – Servitude 
a. John 13:4-17 – Jesus Washing the Disciples Feet
i. 12 So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you. 16 Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.
ii. Jesus gave us our purpose.  We are to be servants to the world.  We are the hands & feet of Jesus ministering to those around us. 

 
b. If we call ourselves Christians, then act Christ like. 
i. Matt. 20:28 - just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”
ii. Gal. 6:10 - Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith. 
iii. POEM - “Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes through which he looks compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body. Christ has no body now on earth but yours.” (Teresa of Avila) 
Our Purpose is: 

Fear God & Keep Commandments		Glorify Him		Serve God & Others

WE do all of this because of Eccl. 12:14 - For God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good or evil.
Conclusion:
What is the most important part of your car?   The part that does not fulfill its purpose at that time its needed.  A $1 rubber hose is the most important part of your car when it is your break line and it has a hole in it or its broken.  Your car will not stop.

**You are IMPORTANT & you must Serve your PURPOSE.**
In this life your purpose is to Obey God, Glorify God, & Serve one another.

Reference back to Nick… (Intro)  -Let the works of God be revealed through you!

**You are IMPORTANT & you must Serve your PURPOSE.*


End with a Prayer that we will fulfil the purpose God intended for us! 

