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When I was a young preacher, I had an important lesson to
learn about people responding to my teaching and preaching. In
those years, I tended to measure the impact of my efforts by the
numbers who responded immediately. I failed to see the many
different ways the Bible describes how individuals respond when
they are taught.
In the parable of the sower, Jesus describes some who turned
to the Lord when they first hear the gospel. Jesus spoke of the
seed, the word, which fell upon this kind of listener. “But he who
received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word
and immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no root in himself,
but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution
arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles” (Matt. 13:2021). We have all seen this happen in His kingdom. Immediate
response is not always a blessing. The truth is that it takes longer to
plant the seed and have a hundredfold response.
Mark records a parable of Jesus which is not found in the other
gospel accounts. Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man
should scatter seed on the ground, and should sleep by night and
rise by day, and the seed should sprout and grow, he himself does
not know how. For the earth yields crops by itself: first the blade,
then the head, after that the full grain in the head” (Mark 4:26-28).
The spread of the kingdom involves far more than just sowing the
seed. It involves sowing the seed and the waiting day and night
before it begins to grow.
However, even after it begins to germinate there is first the
blade, then the head and then later there is the grain fully grown
and ready to harvest. Paul described the planting of the church
in Corinth as him sowing and Apollos watering. Time is so
often involved in these matters. Then Paul adds, “God gave the
increase” (1 Cor. 3:6).
Sometimes we get frustrated when we try to teach others and
there is no immediate response. We need to spend more time
meditating on this parable in Mark. Our work is to sow the seed
and remember that it is God who gives the increase. The power of
conversion does not lie in us. Inherent in the seed is the power to
change the lives of those we teach. The increase comes from God
and not from us.
This is not to say that we should not think there will never
be times when individuals immediately obey the gospel. How
wonderfully fulfilling is this event when we teach others. But
may we never forget that God does not measure us by whether
individuals respond to our teaching. The point is that God did not
send us to be harvesters, but to be sowers!
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Standing With Balance

One Word: The Gospel

1 Thessalonians 3:6-8

Introduction:

“But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and
has brought us good news of your faith and love,
and that you always think kindly of us, longing to
see us just as we also long to see you, for this reason,
brethren, in all our distress and affliction we were
comforted about you through your faith; for now we
really live, if you stand firm in the Lord”

What can you learn from Eugene H. Peterson’s
redefining experience? Have you had an experience
that redefined your purpose, career path, or any
other segment of your life?
In this lesson we will study together the use of the
word Gospel in the book of Romans. We will take
note of the way the good news directed Paul’s life
and consider the way he urged the Romans to allow
it to shape their lives as well.

How are you Standing?

I. The Gospel – _______________________________
(Romans 16:25)

What is Spiritual Balance?

1. Balance will help you get through the ______

2. Balance will help you against ___________

3. Balance will help you with fellow ____________

II. The Gospel – _______________________________
(Romans 15)

III. The Gospel - ______________________________
(Romans 11:28)

III. The Gospel – ______________________________
(Romans 2:16)

III. The Gospel –_______________________________
(Romans 1)
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Prayer List
Billie Thomas is scheduled to have a spot of melanoma under
her cheek removed this week.
Connie Benishek is recovering well from day surgery last week.
Barbara Moore had a fall last week which resulted in a
concussion and an injured shoulder.
Carolyn Milton’s brother, Homer Brown, continues on
Hospice Care, and his time is very short. Please pray for Carloyn
and her family.
Vianna Spears, former member whom recently had been
placed on Hospice Care, passed away Thursday morning. She
was living in Katy, TX.
Continue to Remember: Wanda Horner, Don Bowen,
Royce Bunch, Aline Barrett, Wanda Brown, Melba & Eleanor
Bower, Jerry Cockerham, Velma McDougald, Gerald
Armstrong, Pat Wheat, Joyce Barfield, Homer Brown, Gould
family, Stewart family, Wardlaw family, Robert Harper Jr.

Announcements
A Baby Shower in honor of Afton Aldama, daughter
of Kenneth & Lillian Brown, will be Sat. 10/21 to welcome
baby Jackson. Please see flyer in hallway to RSVP and
learn of more details.
Eric Olsen & McKenzie Rash are very excited to announce
their engagement! They are to be married on Dec. 9.
Westhill Family, Thank you so much to all of you for your
love, concern, visits, and prayers during my mom’s illness
and death. I know at some point, everyone faces these
difficult events in their lives. However, I am not sure how
one survives without the promise of heaven, the power of
prayer, & the love of a wonderful church family. You are all a
blessing to me & my family.
-Love, Debbie Wylie
Disaster Relief: Funds collected at Westhill are being pooled
with collections from Eastside, North Beaton, & Bloom Grove to
aid in relief efforts along Texas Gulf Coast. Weber Rd. church of
Christ in Corpus Christi has an evaluation panel (inlcuding their
elders) to provide funds to those impacted by Harvey based on
need and circumstances. Because of their location near affected
areas and establishment of an evaluation panel, we have decided
to ask them to distubute our collections to the areas in most need.
Church members from Port Lavaca, Vidor, & Port Aransas are
some of the areas with the most needs. We want to thank all
who contributed to this effort and would be glad to answer any
individual questions you might have.
-Elders
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