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                     Paul first arrived in Ephesus on his second missionary journey (Acts 18). He visited a second 
time during his third missionary trip (Acts 19) which proved to be a tumultuous time for the 

church. People were baptized, silversmiths were infuriated, and a riot even broke out. Paul’s relationship to Ephesus was interesting, to say 
the least.
     He wrote the letter to the Ephesians in the early 60’s while in a Roman prison. Three other letters were written at this time which includes 
Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon. Based on evidence within Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon, Tychicus was the person who 
hand-delivered the letters.
     It is typically easy to determine a reason for the letter, but Ephesians is a little more challenging. From the topics discussed, it is clear that 
the church was dealing with false teachers which were something Paul had already warned the elders at Ephesus about (Acts 20:28-32). 
Despite these clear problems, Ephesians boldly declares and promotes the idea of reconciliation and unity of all things in Jesus Christ.
     Ephesians is a unique summation of Paul’s teachings on Christ, salvation, and the glorious role of the church in God’s plan for all 
mankind. It was the favorite letter of John Calvin and as one commentator claimed, only Romans has exercised more influence on Christian 
thought (Brown 1997).
     It continues to encourage Christians to glorify God for His magnificent work of reconciliation in Jesus and challenges us to share in 
supporting it through the unity the Holy Spirit has produced. Clearly, this is why William Barclay called it the “Queen of the Epistles,” 
because its main message is the glory of the church The Letter to the Ephesians makes multiple important contributions to our 
understanding of Christianity, salvation, Jesus’ deity, and God’s plan.
     First, Ephesians speaks clearly on the subjection of all things to Jesus. Second, only Colossians can compare to the important emphasis on 
Jesus’ victory and the victory (salvation included) we enjoy because of Him. Third, Ephesians holds the most developed vision and purpose 
for the Lord’s church which stands as a herald of Christ’s victory and reconciliation. Fourth, Ephesians has a deeper understanding of the 
Spiritual warfare that every Christian becomes a reluctant but armored and prepared participant. As a clear result of these great blessings, 
we are encouraged to strive for unity, to walk as children of light, and embody all that it means to be God’s children.
     Twice in this short letter, Paul records his prayer for the church (Eph. 1:15-23; 3:14-21). In Eph. 1:15-23, Paul prays for the Holy Spirit to 
empower with wisdom, revelation, and knowledge so that they can understand their blessed position in Christ and enormity of His love. In 
Eph. 3:14-21, Paul prays for the Spirit to strengthen them with power in their inner being, again which was to empower them to understand 
Jesus’ love which surpasses understanding.  
     Let me encourage to spend time reading this powerful letter and let it change your heart and faith. If you only read the two prayers, it will 
make an impact on your heart and faith. Have a blessed day and enjoy this great letter which was meant to strengthen and empower you.
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Benevolence Program 
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Prayer Needs: 
Faith Beamon was hospitalized from another episode. 
Doctors are discussing changes in her seizure medication.

Kenneth Southard is doing better and is back home from 
the hospital.

Paula Avrit is recovering but in a great deal of discomfort 
from her procedure to repair scar tissue in her kidney. Paula 
wants to thank each one of you for the prayers, calls, & texts.

Patty Williams is progressing well with her chemo. Please 
continue to remember to encourage & pray for her. 

Austin Roughton needs our continued prayers while 
he begins a long road of recovery from numerous injuries 
incurred from a serious vehicle accident.

Sandy Perryman’s husband, Otis, had a procedure to 
remove cancer on his lip last week.

Barbara Gould’s husband, Tom, is scheduled for scans 
on his lungs this week.

Please remember those who are recovering from COVID: 
Terry & Melissa Hoehn

Continue to Remember: Helen Strange, Sara Warren, 
Henry & Eula Parrish, Anita Hawkins, Royce Bunch, Ruth 
Kline, Caleb & Ann Jackson, Chris Garner, Bruce Shore, Bronny 
& Ruth Watson, Dan & Rita Dominy, Melissa Thompson, 
Lauren Wylie, Polly Prater, Tim Wylie, Paul Wells,  Don Corley, 
Jan Ross, Tatum Ellis, & Randy Thomas 

Announcements:
We rejoice with Grayson Baumgartner who put on Christ 
in baptism and had his sins washed away!

Westhill Lectureship: This week each night (6-8:30pm)

Youth Devo: 10/23 @ 5:30pm @ Josh Haden’s home.

Forever His Day Camp: 10/30 (9am-3pm)

Trunk or Treat: 10/30 (5:30-6:30pm)

Young at Heart Class meets Tuesdays at 10:30am in the 
Family Room.

Have you asked your neighbor about  
House to House Heart to Heart??? 

Food for Fitness volunteers needed.  If you can deliver 
approximately 10 meals one day every couple months, we need 
your help!  There is a sign-up sheet at the back or call Debbie 
Wylie at 903-467-8208 for more information on the program. 

Howe church of Christ Ladies Day - 10/16 
“Footprints of Love” w/ Tami Roberts 
Lessons @ 9:30-11:30am / Registration begins @9:00am

Dear Westhill- Thank you so much for your calls, your 
cards, and especially your prayers to get us through our bout 
with the virus. We are so thankful for the wonderful blessing 
of our church family. We love you. - Joe & Barbara Glass

Birthdays This Week
October 10 - Betty Jo Striplin 
October 12 - Jeremiah Parrish & Teresa Thomas 
October 15 - Bruce Shore 

Records for October 3,  2021

AM Worship ............................................................ 183 
PM Bible Hour ........................................................120
Wednesday .............................................................. 132 
Contribution .................................................$9,018.75

 
Escanea aquí para escuchar el 

sermón en español

Privileged to Serve 

AM Song Leader Brandon Watson

AM Opening Prayer Ronnie Giles 
AM Communion Leader Greg Olsen 
AM Scripture Reading Don Ivy 
AM Closing Prayer Paul Ross 
 
PM Song Leader Brandon Watson

Mon Night Lectureship Various 
Tues Night Lectureship Various 
Wed Night Lectureship Various 
 
October Worship Coord. Casey Hendrix 
October Contact Elder Don Ivy

Military:  
Samantha Armstrong,     Blake Barrett,  

Clay Bayes,     David Dilbeck,    
    Ryan Stewar t      &      Graiden Thomas


