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The Danger of Shallow 
Biblical Knowledge  
Dan Jenkins

     When I was a student at Freed-Hardeman University, the Mooresville congregation near Lewisburg, Tennessee wanted to send me to 
help spread the gospel in Georgia. Through one of teachers at the college, I made contact with the church in Savannah, and I preached in 
my first gospel meeting in an attempt to plant the church Statesboro, Georgia.
     I was there for two weeks knocking on doors and inviting the people to the upcoming meeting. On the Sunday before the meeting 
began, I worshiped with the Bull Street congregation where W.F. Buffington was preaching. I will never forget what he said in that Sunday 
morning Bible class.
     He was discussing a topic dealing with the application of Biblical truths to a moral situation. There was a new convert in the class who 
felt like he was a Bible scholar and continued to interrupt the older preacher. Brother Buffington was kind, but the young man persisted 
in his effort to interrupt the teacher. Finally brother Buffington had had enough so he said, “________, you are still too worldly to discuss 
this and you are not as smart as you think you are. The best way you can help this class is to be quiet and listen to what God says.”
     I have thought of this often over the years and have found myself in a similar situation. People who have just a shallow knowledge of 
the Bible fail to remember what Paul says, “Knowledge puffs up…and if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he know nothing yet as 
he ought to know” (1 Cor. 9:1-2). The actions of that new convert are such a vivid illustration of that old adage, “A little knowledge is a 
dangerous thing.”
     The wisdom of Solomon on this topic is seen in Ecclesiastes chapter five. “Walk prudently when you go to the house of God; and draw 
near to hear rather than to give the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they do evil. Do not be rash with your mouth, and let not 
your heart utter anything hastily before God. For God is in heaven and you are on the earth; therefore let your words be few.” To hast-
ily speak in the house of God is to act as a fool. When it comes to Bible study, I think often about that new convert. Brother Buffington’s 
advice, “Let your words be few.”
     So many times, we speak too rashly about spiritual matters, especially when our knowledge is shallow. As you study your Bible, listen to 
what God has said. It is foolish for anyone to add his own opinions about spiritual matters. Study the Bible. Study it often. Study it deeply. 
Then, humbly tell others about what you have learned.
     I will never forget that young convert’s actions.



Pursuing a Purposeful & Happy Life
Ecclesiastes

A young man sought out Purpose and Happiness

1. He Tried ___________

Yet, he found out the hard way that with _________, 
comes ________

2. He Tried ___________

•	 With _________
•	 In _______ _______
•	 In _______
•	 In _______
•	 In _______

He didn’t tell himself “_____”

Parallels: 
•	 We seek great __________ and 

____________
•	 We seek ______
•	 We seek _________

The POINT: If we seek the _______, then 
there is ___________ 

1. THEN you can enjoy the ____________

2. THEN you can stay ________ with 
________

3. THEN you can enjoy your _________

Persiguiendo una vida feliz y con un propósito
Eclesiastés

Un joven buscó propósito y felicidad

1. Probó la _____________

Sin embargo, descubrió por las malas que con la 
_________ viene el ________.

2. Probó el ________

•	 Con _______
•	 En _______ _______
•	 En ______
•	 En _______
•	 En _______

No se dijo a sí mismo “____”

Paralelas:
•	 Buscamos gran __________ y ____________
•	 Buscamos e ______
•	 Buscamos _______

El PUNTO: Si buscamos al _______, entonces 
hay un ___________

1. ENTONCES puedes disfrutar de las 
__________

2. ENTONCES puedes mantenerte ________ con 
el __________

3. ENTONCES puedes disfrutar de tu _________



 
Community Outreach  
Benevolence Program 
Food for Fitness 
Forever His 
House to House Heart to Heart 
Wed. Night Focus Groups

Local Missions 
Cherokee Children’s Home
In Search of the Lord’s Way 
Bear Valley Bible Institute 
Brown Trail Spanish Preaching 
WVBS  school.wvbs.org 
U.S. Mission Points 
Tilton, NH 
Mesa, AZ

Foreign Missions 
India Preacher Training Program 
Cameroon Preacher Training Program

Deacons 
Scott Barham - 903.641.0133 
David Baumgartner - 903.654.4057 
Zach Drain - 903.521.6055 
Joshua Haden - 903.602.9645 
Casey Hendrix - 817.307.2127 
Michael Jones - 214.803.5984 
David Mahoney - 903.229.2731 
Matt Newman - 972.935.5789 
Greg Olsen - 903.654.1406 
James Olsen - 903.874.8918 
Rusty Owens - 903.695.0095 
Billy Roughton - 903.654.4032 
Dickie Russell - 903.874.4457 
David Shastid - 903.257.6464 
Jose Sosa - 903.872.0535 
Brent Stewart - 903.641.9052 
Mike Wylie - 214.837.3848 
Justin Williams - 903.875.8288 

Shepherds 
Don Ivy - 214.695.5276
Percell Milton - 903.673.1819 
Paul Stewart - 903.872.3464 
 
Ministers 
Anthony Warnes - 430.775.0196 (Pulpit) 
Brandon Watson - 903.771.6359 (Family) 
Tim Cooke - 903.641.5515 (Seniors) 

Staff 
Jay Mahoney - 903.467.9093 (Office) 



Prayer Needs: 
We extend our sympathy to those who lost their loved ones: 
Sue Welch’s Services will be as follows:  
Visitation: Today 2-4pm at Eubank Cedar Creek Funeral 
Home & Memorial Park / Family Graveside Service @ 4pm.

Faith Beamon had an episode and was taken to the 
hospital on Friday. Prayers for her recovery.

Kenneth Southard has been in the hospital in 
Waxahachie, TX with pneumonia and COVID.

Jan Ross’ health is declining and she needs our prayers.

Austin Roughton needs our continued prayers while 
he begins a long road of recovery from numerous injuries 
incurred from a serious vehicle accident.

Paula Avrit’s procedure to remove her kidney stone is 
scheduled for this Wednesday.

David & Sharon Mahoney’s granddaughter, Tatum 
Ellis, will require surgery in the near future to remove the 
nodule in her throat. 

Robby Thomas’ brother, Randy Thomas, is back in the 
hospital due to health complications.

Please remember those who are recovering from COVID: 
The Cooke, Glass, Green, Hoehn, & Jim Haden Family

Continue to Remember: Helen Strange, Sara Warren, 
Henry & Eula Parrish, Anita Hawkins, Royce Bunch, Ruth 
Kline, Caleb & Ann Jackson, Patty & Louie Williams, Chris 
Garner, Bruce Shore, Bronny & Ruth Watson, Dan & Rita 
Dominy, Melissa Thompson, Lauren Wylie, Polly Prater,  Paul  
Wells, & Don Corley 

Announcements:
Paula Avrit is excited to announce the arrival of her 11th 
great-grandchild, Elowyn Rose Elkins, of Round Rock, TX. 

Youth Devo Tonight - 6-12th Grades & their families. 
Boys bring drinks & girls bring desserts.

Focus Groups Meet: This Wed. 10/6

Westhill Lectureship: Next Week 10/10 -13 (6-8:30pm)

Forever His Day Camp: 10/30 (9am-3pm)

Trunk or Treat: 10/30 (5:30-6:30pm)

Young at Heart Class meets Tuesdays at 10:30am in the 
Family Room.

Have you asked your neighbor about  
House to House Heart to Heart??? 

Howe church of Christ Ladies Day - 10/16 
“Footprints of Love” w/ Tami Roberts 
Lessons @ 9:30-11:30am / Registration begins @9:00am

Family at Westhill- Thank you for inviting us to be a 
part of your special weekend! Thank you for the generous 
remuneration, the lovely gift basket, for all the ways you 
spoiled us! We love you all! God bless you as you continue to 
bless others.                 -Love, Neal & Kathy Pollard

Birthdays This Week
October 5 - Deylon Drain 
October 7 - Joanne Newton & Darwin Thomas 

Records for September 26,  2021

AM Worship ............................................................ 174 
PM Bible Hour ........................................................ 123
Wednesday .............................................................. 105 
Contribution ..................................................... $5,940 

 
 
 

Privileged to Serve 

AM Song Leader Joshua Haden

AM Opening Prayer Jose Sosa 
AM Communion Leader Darrell Olsen 
AM Scripture Reading Don Ivy 
AM Closing Prayer James Horn 
 
PM Song Leader Joshua Haden

Wed Song Leader Jaxsen Mahoney  
Wed Invitation Justin Williams

 
October Worship Coord. Casey Hendrix 
October Contact Elder Don Ivy

Military:  
Samantha Armstrong,     Blake Barrett,  

Clay Bayes,     David Dilbeck,    
    Ryan Stewar t      &      Graiden Thomas


