
September 15, 2019

Contact Information:   3400 W. Hwy 22, Corsicana, TX 75110   •     Phone: 903-872-5696
Email: office@westhillchurchofchrist.org     •    Website: westhillchurchofchrist.org

Sunday: Class 9:30am, Worship 10:30am,  
Worship 6:00pm

Tuesday: Benevolence 9:00-10:00am 
Young at Heart Class 10:30am 

Wednesday: Class 6:30pm

An Appeal for a 
Good Conscience
Jon Mitchell

Please explain 1 Peter 3:21’s statement about 
baptism not being a removal of dirt from the 
body but an appeal to God for a good conscience. 
“Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves 
you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as 
an appeal to God for a good conscience, through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 3:21)

     Some say this verse teaches a person has a good conscience BEFORE baptism, thus indicating that 
salvation precedes baptism.  This is not what the passage is saying, for several reasons.
     A good conscience, while in most cases a good thing, is not necessarily in itself proof that one is saved and 
in a right relationship with God.  Saul of Tarsus said he lived in good conscience all his life (Acts 23:1), which 
would include the time when he persecuted the church.
     Therefore, even if it could be proved from this verse that a good conscience comes before baptism (which 
it can’t), even so that would not necessarily prove that baptism is not necessary for salvation.
     Another point to bring out about a good conscience is that the term could be describing a heart that is 
sincere, a person who is earnestly seeking to obey God.  A person earnestly and sincerely seeking to obey 
God, after reading in the Bible the commands to be baptized, would obey the command to be baptized 
rather than question it as so many do.
     Above all else, remember this. The verse starts out by saying something that a 10 year old could 
understand. Baptism now saves you. That’s very clear. So when we try to figure out the rest of the verse, any 
conclusion we come to is wrong if it contradicts that very plain statement: Baptism now saves you.
     Baptism now saves you. How? It’s not the water. Not as a removal of dirt from the body. The water might 
cleanse the dirt from your body, but the water won’t cleanse your soul from sin.
     Only the blood of Christ does that. Jesus said that his blood was poured out for many for the forgiveness of 
sins (Matt. 26:28). Paul said that we have redemption and forgiveness of sins through his blood (Eph. 1:7). Is it 
any wonder that Ananias said to Saul that he would be washing away his sins if he was baptized? (Acts 22:16) 
In baptism one spiritually comes into contact with the blood of Christ that cleanses us from our sins. We are 
commanded to be baptized in water (Acts 10:48; John 3:5), but the water itself doesn’t spiritually cleanse us.
     So how does baptism save us? We’ve already examined its connection to the blood of Christ. This verse 
gives us another way baptism saves us. Peter says that baptism is an appeal. Appeal in the Greek literally 
means a request, a craving. Baptism is an appeal, a request, a craving…for what?
     A good conscience, a clear conscience, the kind of conscience you get when your sins are forgiven.
Baptism is an appeal, a request, a craving for forgiveness and the clear conscience forgiveness brings. The 
Bible teaches that God will always and immediately grant that forgiveness we crave to any penitent believer 
the moment he is baptized (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16)
     Therefore, that good conscience that tells you that you are now saved and you are now forgiven comes 
only after baptism, because baptism is how we appeal to God for that forgiveness which brings about that 
good conscience? Are you ready to appeal to God for a good conscience?



PM SermonAM Sermon 

Stop the Chariot!
Acts 8

“The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a 
woman took and hid in three pecks of flour until it 

was all leavened.” 
Matthew 13:33

Two quick observations:
•	 The gospel should __________ us! 
•	 The gospel should be _________ by us! 

The Gospel’s work on two individuals 

The Official 

 1. He was ______________
•	 Traveling hundreds of miles to 

_________
•	 Reading Isaiah ____

2. He was ______________
•	 Honest with _______
•	 Honest with ___________

3. He was ______________

Philip 

 1. He was ______________
•	 ___________ for God’s 

____________
2. He was ______________

•	 Where did he start teaching him? 
Where he ________ him

3. He wasn’t ____________

A Modern View of Homosexuality

Matthew Vines: God and the Gay Christian (The 
Biblical Case in Support of Same-Sex Relationships) 

1. Sexual orientation is a new 
____________

2. Celibacy is a _______, not a mandate
3. Condemning same-sex relationships is 

____________
4. Paul condemns same-sex lust, not 

_______. 
5. Marriage is about ______________
6. Human ___________ are relational 

It becomes about ________ rights 

All of this in 2 words:  ____________________ 
& ______________________
- Jesus never specifically talks about the dis-

cussion.  ________-Letter Hermeneutics. 

What is the Bible’s response? 
-
-
-
-

Questions: 
Can you be a ________________ homosexual and 
go to heaven?  
Can you be _________________ of homosexual 
practices? 

How to we reach this community? 
1. –
2. –
3. –



Deacons 
Scott Barham - 903.641.0133 
David Baumgartner - 903.654.4057 
Zach Drain - 903.521.6055 
Joshua Haden - 903.602.9645 
Casey Hendrix - 817.307.2127 
Michael Jones - 214.803.5984 
David Mahoney - 903.229.2731 
Matt Newman - 972.935.5789 
Greg Olsen - 903.654.1406 
James Olsen - 903.874.8918 
Rusty Owens - 903.695.0095 
Billy Roughton - 903.654.4032 
Dickie Russell - 903.874.4457 
David Shastid - 903.257.6464 
Jose Sosa - 903.872.0535 
Brent Stewart - 903.641.9052 
Mike Wylie - 214.837.3848 
Justin Williams - 903.875.8288

Shepherds 
Don Ivy - 214.695.5276
Percell Milton - 903.673.1819 
Paul Slaughter - 903.872.1228 
Paul Stewart - 903.872.3464 
Darwin Thomas - 903.695.0176

Ministers 
Anthony Warnes - 430.775.0196 (Pulpit) 
Brandon Watson - 903.771.6359 (Family) 
Tim Cooke - 903.641.5515 (Seniors)

Staff 
Jay Mahoney - 903.467.9093 (Office) 

Community Outreach  
Benevolence Program 
Habitat for Humanity 
Food for Fitness 
Forever His

Local Missions 
Cherokee Children’s Home
In Search of the Lord’s Way 
Bear Valley Bible Institute 
Brown Trail Spanish Preaching 
The Truth in Love ttil.tv 
WVBS  school.wvbs.org 
La Poynor Prison Ministry

Foreign Missions 
India Preacher Training Program 
Cameroon Preacher Training Program

WesthillWORKS!



Prayer List
Jan Ross has an appointment on Tues. at UT 
Southwestern, Dallas for assessment and evaluation.

Faith Beamon has recently had an evaluation in 
Houston and doctors are very proud of  her progress. At 
this time they are considering a baclofen pump trial, which 
could be done in Dallas. If surgery goes well she will then 
be evaluated for more treatment at TIRR in Houston. 

Melba Bower was hospitalized recently with a knee 
infection. He is back at his residence at Twilight home, but 
still needs our prayers.

Philip Garcia’s grandmother, Joyce Barfield, is 
having health issues and needs prayers. 

Dianne Compton had some tests performed recently 
and she is waiting for results.

Stephanie Sumrall’s doctor feels like nothing should be 
done at this point. A follow up will be in 6 months.

Continue to Remember: Aline Barrett, Ruth Ann Watson, 
Trey Billingsly, Pat Wheat, Jan Sain,  Janice Elder, Gerald 
Armstrong, Debra Woodcock, Harold Brown, Alston Compton, 
Gene Wardlaw, Anita Hawkins, Carol Horvath, Helen Strange , 
Jim Milam, Don Baumgartner, Steve Orbison & Nicholas Tooley 
 

Announcements
Auditorium Class Evangelism - “Think Souls” will 
be the Sunday morning Bible Class for all adults and 
Jr. High and High School until Sun. Oct. 6th.

Forever His Day Camp for special needs children 
coming up Sept. 28th. Please sign-up to help by 
today. There will be a meeting next Sun. at 5pm for all 
who signed up.

Eastside church of Christ 86th Annual 
Homecoming/Revival coming up 9/22-25.  
Each night begins at 7pm at the Eastside facility.

2019 Lectures at Westhill - October 13-16 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Birthdays This Week  
September 16 - Kayli Banks 
September 17 - Britani Newman 
September 18 - Grady Jones 
September 19 - James Horn 
September 20 - Arabel Williams 
September 21 - Dan Gibson 

Next Week:          
AM Sermon  Leaving the Comfort Zone 
PM Sermon  Abortion 

Records for September 8, 2019

Bible Class  ..............................................................223
AM Worship ............................................................262
PM Worship ............................................................ 146
Wednesday .............................................................. 175
Contribution ................................................ $8,013.45

Military: Samantha Armstrong, Blake Barrett, 
Clay Bayes, David Dilbeck, Robert Johnson, &  
                                  Ryan   Stewart

Privileged to Serve 
AM Song Leader James Horn 
AM Opening Prayer Don Ivy 
AM Communion Leader Darrell Olsen 
Communion Servers 
Jose Sosa Grant Ecord 
Thomas Saunders Mike Wylie 
Jimmy Horn Andy Parrish 
James Olsen Joe Glass 
Tony Saulus Michael Jones 
Marcos Colato William Garcia 
Hector Magana 
 
AM Scripture Reading Paul Stewart 
AM Closing Prayer Eric Olsen

AM Nursery  Nancy Sloan & Tanya Rowden 
 
PM Song Leader Tyler Baumgartner 
PM Opening Prayer Paul Stewart 
PM Closing Prayer Joe Glass 
 
Wed. Song Leader Joshua Haden 
Wed. Invitation Matt Newman

Weekly Safety Team Wade Braly & Ken Green 
Sept. Worship Coord. Scott Barham & Joshua Haden 
Sept. Contact Elder  Paul Stewart


