Just One Book
Bobby Dockery

When sir Walter Scott, the great Scottish author and
poet, was dying, he asked his son-in-law John Lockhart
to bring “the book” and read to him. Sir Walter possessed
one of the great private libraries of the Nineteenth
Century, numbering thousands of volumes. With some
uncertainty Lockhart inquired, “What book?” cried Sir
Walter, “there is but one Book--the Bible!”
It is certainly true that the Bible is a Book unlike any
other! So many of the world’s problems would shrink
to manageable size if only people would really attempt
to make the Bible their basis for life and conduct. In so
many of life’s distressing, perplexing situations there is
just one book that can really help us!
Just One Book on Which to Base a Life
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Supermarket racks and bookstores are filled with
thousand of volumes that claim to teach us how to
live richer, fuller, more meaningful lives. Everything is
available--from celebrity health and beauty guides to
manual for business success and wealth, to quick-fix
self-help volumes! Yet, there is only one Book that gives
directions on living from the Maker and Sustainer of
life (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Many modern authors have a
gimmick, but God has the Answer!
Just One Book on Which to Build a Faith
The religious world is full of books: Creeds, Articles of
Faith, Books of Discipline, Standard Manual, etc. The
result has been religious division! People are trying to
base their practice of Christianity on what they read in
their own books instead of what they read in God’s Book
The Bible was given as the only creed, blueprint, and
rule of faith for the church. We are urged to do “all thing
according to the pattern” (Heb. 8:5). We must speak as the
Bible speaks (1 Peter 4:11). Division would give way to
unity if only men were content to take just one Book.
Just One Book on Which to Stake a Soul
There is only one book on the face of the earth that will
still be there in the Day of Judgment (Matt. 24:35; John
12:48). When the books are opened at the Last Day, we
will be judged on the basis of how well we have lived the
things that are written in the Word of God (Rev. 20:1213). Then the question will be, “Have you obeyed the
one Book” (2 Thess. 1:8-9)?

Christian Servant:
Deacons
Brad Harrub

There are so many things that Christians do that
go unseen or unnoticed—oftentimes these are
very essential works that are behind the scenes.
Buildings are maintained, sick are visited, orphans
and widows are cared for, programs are carried out,
all because many Christians desire to be servants
for Him. Oftentimes, these efforts never receive an
official “thank you” from the pulpit. And yet, they
still get done because of someone’s love for God.
Most people are very familiar with the 80/20 rule.
This is the concept that 80 percent of the work is
carried out by 20 percent of the people. I have had
the pleasure of meeting and even working with
individuals who are in the 20% that work hard.
Ironically, I can’t recall anyone who told me they
belonged to the 80% who do little.
When it comes to rolling up sleeves and doing work
some individuals would rather take a pass. It’s hard
for me personally to understand that disposition.
As someone who regularly reflects on what Christ
did for me, I have a burning passion to serve Him
and be a better Christian with each new day. There
are many weeks that I feel like I have not done
enough! I would hope that all who wear the name
“Christian” have a genuine desire to serve Him.
One special group of individuals within the church
actually wears the name “servants.” The word
deacon is derived from the Greek word diakonos,
which is commonly translated “servant.” These are
men who have been selected to serve in particular
capacities—usually taking advantage of specifics
talents or fulfilling specific needs. Paul addressed
his letter to the church at Philippi and included the
deacons in his salutation (Philippians 1:1).
In the September/October 2005 issue of The
Futurist, the writers analyzed how we spend our
time. Although almost every American would
argue they don’t have much free or leisure time,
this study clearly demonstrated that we have
roughly 35 hours per week of leisure time. That’s
approximately 5 hours per day that is frequently
eaten up using the computer, watching television,
reading, socializing, playing sports, or just relaxing.
Consider for one moment what would happen
if 5 of those leisure hours were given back to the
church, and 10 were dedicated to family. How
much stronger would our families and church

families be if we all devoted more time to them?
Whether you ever wear the name “deacon,” I
expect you to use the time God gives you wisely
and fulfill that role of being a busy servant.
God in His infinite wisdom designed an office in
the church to help meet the needs of members in
the local congregation. The specific qualifications
for these men can be found in 1 Timothy 3:8-13.
It is my prayer that my sons will long to serve as
these special servants. These are men who are
charged to take care of the physical welfare of the
local congregation, which then allows the elders to
focus on the spiritual welfare of the congregation.
Consider what happens if elders are so busy
worrying about building and grounds maintenance
or audio/visual issues that they don’t have time to
consider the spiritual welfare of the congregation.
In Acts 6 we see an instance where the widows
were being neglected. The Twelve called the
disciples together and asked them to select “men
of good reputation” (vs. 3) who would allow the
Apostles to continue studying and praying.

Servants choose to serve
others whether they are
recognized or not.
Understand that “deacon” is a description—
servant—rather than a title. Far too often men
get so caught up with titles and their “area/
territory’ that the work never gets done or things
get bogged down. Occasionally men will argue
over who is supposed to do something or make
matters entirely too complex. For instance, in
one congregation your mom and I attended, the
elders asked the deacons to look into what it would
take to create visitor parking places. This request
came up several times over a period of a year in
men’s business meetings. (They actually formed
a committee about it). One Sunday afternoon
following yet another business meeting I called the
elders and asked if I paid for it out of pocket could
I just do it? Two hours and approximately $20
dollars later the task was done.
Servants choose to serve others whether they are
recognized or not. The office of deacon is a special
office of service and one that I hope your heart will
desire. Whether you wear the name “deacon” or
not, stay busy serving Him.
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Leadership

Community Outreach
Benevolence Program
Habitat for Humanity
Food for Fitness

Elders
Percell Milton - 903.673.1819
Paul Slaughter - 903.872.1228
Paul Stewart - 903.872.3464
Darwin Thomas - 903.695.0176

Local Missions
Cherokee Children’s Home
In Search of the Lord’s Way
Southwest School of Preaching
Brown Trail Spanish School of
Preaching
The Truth in Love ttil.tv
WVBS Online School
school.wvbs.org
La Poynor Prison Ministry
(Steve & Carrie Handley)

Foreign Missions
Four Seas Bible College, Singapore
New Zealand Harvest Missions

Deacons
James Ainsworth - 903.872.1390
Scott Barham - 903.641.0133
David Baumgartner - 903.654.4057
Zach Drain - 903.521.6055
Dan Gibson - 903.641.9587
Joshua Haden - 903.602.9645
Micah Haden - 903.673.1177
Michael Jones - 214.803.5984
Roy McCullough - 903.872.2069
Greg Olsen - 903.654.1406
James Olsen - 903.874.8918
Rusty Owens - 903.695.0095
Billy Roughton - 903.654.4032

Dickie Russell - 903.874.4457
David Shastid - 903.257.6464
Brent Stewart - 903.641.9052
Justin Williams - 903.875.8288
Ministers
Anthony Warnes - 430.775.0196 (Pulpit)
Cory Myers - 512.627.6672 (Family)
Tim Cooke - 903.641.5515 (Seniors)
Staff
Jay Mahoney - 903-467-9093 (Office)

Prayer List
Beverly Heathcote will be referred to serveral specialists
after her recent MRI brain scan revealed two abnormailites.
Zach & Michelle Crowson’s baby, Keller, has been
doing much better. It appears that the hole in his heart
should improve over time without further medical attention.
Carolyn Milton’s brothers still need prayers. Homer
Brown will begin treatements next Tuesday. Her other
brother,George Brown, has been improving.
Please pray for Janice Elder & Jan Sain, who may also
need some encouragement at this time.
Continue to Remember: Wanda Horner, Shirley
Wardlaw, Lanny Powers, Juanita McCary, Don Bowen, Royce
Bunch, Aline Barrett, Wanda Brown, Meagan Gould, Velma
McDougald, James Welch, Nancy Milam, Melba & Eleanor
Bower, Jerry Cockerham, Kenneth Southard, Jim Howard, Jim
Bess, Leo Brooks, Alton Albert, & Robert Earl Reynolds

Announcements
Teachers are needed for ages 0-1 Cradle Roll class.
Please see Rusty Owens if you are interested.
DOUBLE Family Baby Shower for the Jones &
Valdivia families. All of Westhill is invited TONIGHT
after evening service. Ashley Jones is expecting a BOY to
be named Grady Olsen Jones and KariAnne Valdivia is
choosing not to find out the baby’s gender.
Summer Series “Pure & Practical Religion” Inspired
thoughts by James, will continue Wednesday with Josh
Haden teaching Worldly Faith; Chp. 2:14-26.
Ladies Leadership Initiative: 8/18-8/19.
Starts at 6:30pm 8/18. Ends early afternoon 8/19. Ladies
6-12th grade. Registration available on back table.
Back 2 School Bash: 8/26 at 6pm.
* Welcome promoting 6th-9th grade students
* Introduce new ministries and youth calendar
* Promote greater togetherness and support through
games & sharing a meal together

Birthdays This Week
August 6 - David Shastid		
August 7 - Claire Barham, Rita Dominy, & 			
Jose, Jr. Sosa
August 8 - Billy Stephens
August 9 - Tom Raley
August 11 - Rick Newton
August 12 - Madelyn Wilson
Next Week
Bible Class The Life of the Apostle Paul
AM Sermon Anthony Warnes
PM Sermon
“
“
Records for July 30, 2017
Bible Class ............................................................... 164
AM Worship............................................................. 215
PM Worship.............................................................102
Wednesday............................................................... 153
Contribution..................................................$7,535.70

Military: Clay Bayes, Jason Book, Alston
Compton, Robert Johnson, Ryan Payne, Douglas
Ramsey, Ryan Stewart, & Blake Barrett

Privileged to Serve
Song Leader
Opening Prayer
Communion Leader
Communion Servers
David Baumgartner
Frizzell Henry
Justin Williams
Mike Wylie
Andy Parrish
Wayne Prater
Larry Rowden
Closing Prayer
Nursery

Zach Drain
Brent Stewart
Tim Cooke
Luke Baumgartner
Ken Green
Robby Thomas
Dan Gibson
Paul Stewart
Lynn Webster
Buck Murphy
Christie Beamon & Hannah Blaylock

Young at Heart Seniors Group meets every Tuesday
morning at 10:30am for Bible Study. Everyone is welcome!

PM Song Leader
PM Opening Prayer
PM Closing Prayer

We are very excited to welcome Anthony, Andria,
Brooke, Owen, Lincoln, & Wyatt Warnes to our
Westhill Family!

Wed. Song Leader
Wed. Summer Series

Cory Myers
David Shastid

August Contact Elder

Paul Stewart

Justin Mahoney
Gene Steinkraus
Billy Roughton

