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“And Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he
who comes to God must believe that He is and that He
is a rewarder of those who seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6).
This very familiar passage from one of the
best-known chapters in the Bible is in continual need of
emphasis and study. Each phrase of the verse contains
understanding needed today.
“And without faith it is impossible to please
Him,...” The highest calling of human existence is to
please God. The self-indulgent philosophy of modern
society cares nothing for pleasing God. This has even
become evident in religion. People are encouraged to
join the church of their choice without consideration
ever being given to what pleases God. When one
becomes dissgruntled with a particular doctrine, it
is not at all unusual to see folks simply find a church
that teaches that point more to their liking. Faith is
absolutely required to please God. But what is this faith?
“...for he who comes to God must believe that He
is”. Certainly, to please God one must accept the reality
of His existence. It is God’s affirmation that mankind
is without excuse when it comes to belief in Him. “For
since the creation of the world His invisible attributes,
His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly
seen, being understood through what has been made, so
that they are without excuse” (Romans 1:20). Why is it
then, that we continually hear a godless explanation for
our universe’s origin? Simply because man has deemed
himself smarter than God, and has deemed his ability to
reason and think more weighty than divine revelation.
“...and that He is a rewarder of those who seek
Him. It is of significance that this phrase begins with
the word and. Faith is much more than acknowledging
God’s existence. As a matter of fact, the mental process
of acknowledging God and His Son does not constitute
faith. Faith demands seeking God. To seek God is to
do His will. Polls have indicated that the vast majority
of people in our nation believe in God (when they are
allowed to define Him). But polls also indicate that the
vast majority also determine for themselves what is right
and wrong. That is not seeking God. Moses said, “Let me
know thy ways that I may know thee” (Exodus 33:13).
It must be the intent and purpose of our lives to
please God. We can only do that when we demonstrate
faith. That faith is much more than a recognition of
God’s existence. It is actively seeking Him by doing His
will. Sometimes it’s the old familiar passage that we need
to reread and relearn.

Church of
Christ Beliefs

At the memorial
service
for
a
recentlydeceased saint, a
denominational
preacher
who
Doug Dingley
had known well,
had numerous
religious discussions with, and occasionally worked
alongside the deceased in a secular capacity over the
years in their small community, was overheard to say
something along the lines of: “Well, we had a lot of
religious discussions over the years – and he sure hung
onto his church of Christ beliefs! But he was never able
to convert me.”

more and nothing less than God’s “book, chapter, and
verse” truth – regarding things such as the one church
(or body) of Christ; the one faith, one baptism, one way
of salvation, and Spirit and truth worship commanded
by, and instructed in, God’s holy word (Eph. 1:22-23,
4:4-6; Ro. 16:16-17; Acts 2:37-41, 22:16; Rom. 6:1-23;
Gal. 3:26-27; 1 Ptr. 3:21; Jn. 14:6, 4:23-24; Matt. 15:1-14;
Mk. 7:1-13; and etc).

That final statement has haunted me at times ever since
I heard it… just as it may well haunt him on into and
for all eternity if he doesn’t get into the word of God,
study, repent, and get converted. To me, it was a sort of
masochistic modern-day equivalent of what the misled
religious people and leadership of Jesus’ day said of Him
before Pilate in Matthew 27:25 and John 19:15: “His
blood be on us and on our children,” “We have no king
but Caesar!”

Well, we had a lot of religious discussions over the
years – and he sure hung onto every word of what God
actually said in Scripture, in all of its black and white,
“book, chapter, and verse” glory and clarity! But he
was never able to convince and convert me into doing
things God’s way! I stubbornly opposed and rejected
everything he showed me God actually said on several
essential life and death doctrines! Instead, I staunchly
and strongly defended such things as a man-made and
devised church never found, seen, or ever mentioned in
God’s word; a man-made and devised way of salvation
never found, seen, or ever instructed in God’s word;
and even argued in defense of several humanly-desired
but biblically-unauthorized additions, deletions, and
changes to corporate worship!

The entire misunderstanding – and the resulting,
satanically-engineered reasoning and statement that
accompanies it – can be seen inherent in the phrase,
“church of Christ beliefs.” What exactly are, “church of
Christ beliefs” anyway? And why is such phraseology
seemingly so widespread in today’s contemporary
religious climate? It’s like when we seek to simply quote,
read, and/or present God’s black and white, “book,
chapter, and verse,” soul-saving gospel truth to those
around us who are lost in sin according to God, and all
we get in return is, “You have your beliefs, and I have
mine” – like all belief systems are on the same level or
something!?! And what I always want to respond with at
that point is, “Yes; you’re absolutely right! I believe entirely
and exactly every word of what God says in Scripture
(Matt. 4:4). So…what is it again that you believe, instead
of God’s eternal word and divine promises?”
You see, notwithstanding a few of the liberal, bible-denying
and perverting colleges and publications “associated with
churches of Christ,” and the few larger congregations
of the Lord’s church which have promulgated and/or
decided to join them in their culturally and pride-driven
trip down the wide path towards eternal destruction by
seeking to please people instead of pleasing God (Gal.
1:6-10), by and large the vast majority of “churches of
Christ” (Ro. 16:16) still cling to and insist on faithfully
following the “old paths” (See Jeremiah, chapters 5 + 6)
of Spirit-driven and dictated, divinely-inspired and Godbreathed Scripture (2 Ptr. 1:20-21; 2 Tim. 3:16-17).
And the recently-departed saint mentioned at the
beginning of this article was apparently no exception.
He had, from everything I have ever heard about him,
for decades believed exactly what God said – nothing

So what the denominational preacher’s statement
actually meant, and how his actual statement should
therefore have been literally worded and expanded to
explain, was in the one way, arena, and wording which
he could never, in his currently biblically-ignorant and
blinded mindset, ever bring himself to admit:

“But he was never able to
convince me and convert me
into doing things God’s way!”
Tragically, it strikes me as extremely obvious that this poor
man had absolutely no idea of the horrifying implications
of his original, public statement! You see, unlike all the
denominations around us, the churches of Christ never
had to come up with their own belief system – they simply
take and trust God, totally at His word! Jesus said that if
we love Him, we’ll obey His commandments (Jn. 14:15);
that it is His words which are spirit and life (Jn. 6:63); and
that it is those words which will judge us all in the last
day (Jn. 12:48-50). Therefore, we in Christ’s church also
do not seek to ‘judge’ (pass final or eternal sentence or
judgment on) anyone – nor do I this man. We don’t have
to. This, because God has also made it clear in His word,
that to continue to reject and not be converted by what
He said in His word, is to judge one’s self unworthy of
eternal life (Acts 13:44-49). May God help all who truly
want to go to heaven, to accept and obey only His word…
for there is simply, no other way there!
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Prayer List
Please remember Jerry Cockerham is back at Heritage Oaks
after his hospital stay, and is still healing from his surgery.
Kenneth Southard is doing much better, and is expected to
get to go home from the Waxahachie Hospital soon.
Donna Brooks’ cousins, Karen & Robert Trujillo, are doing
much better after their accident, and they have been able to
return home. Please also remember Donna’s son, Leo, is
having vascular problems and will need future medical attention.
Jim Howard is now back at home after his knee rehab.
Jim Bess is back at home and recovering after his heart attack
last week.
Continue to Remember: Wanda Horner, Shirley
Wardlaw, Lanny Powers, Juanita McCary, Don Bowen,
Royce Bunch, Aline Barrett, Wanda Brown, Anita Hawkins,
Meagan Gould, Ava Johnson, Velma McDougald, James
Welch, Gerald Armstrong, Nancy Milam, Melba & Eleanor
Bower, Billie Thomas, Carolyn Milton’s brothers, Terry
Shook, & Beverly Heathcote

Announcements
Today we will be on our 5th Sunday Format. Please
plan to stay after the morning service to share in a pot luck
meal and wonderful fellowship. After the meal we will be led
in our afternoon service by our young men.
Summer Series “Pure & Practical Religion” Inspired
thoughts by James, will continue Wednesday with Joshua
Haden teaching on Worldly Faith, Chp. 2:14-16
Leadership Initiative for young women is scheduled for
Aug 18-19. Registration is now available online.
DOUBLE Family Baby Shower for the Jones &
Valdivia families. All of Westhill is invited Aug. 6
after evening service. Ashley Jones is expecting a BOY to
be named Grady Olsen Jones and KariAnne Valdivia is
choosing not to find out the baby’s gender.
Young at Heart Seniors Group meets every Tuesday
morning at 10:30am for Bible Study. Everyone is welcome!
We are very excited that Anthony, Andria, Brooke,
Owen, Lincoln, & Wyatt Warnes are joining our family
here! NEXT WEEK Anthony will begin his ministry with us as
Westhill’s pulpit minister. Upon their arrival on Thurs., Aug
3, we need volunteers who are able to please help with some of the
unpacking that afternoon and maybe some during weekend.

Birthdays This Week
July 31 - Ovie Earles & Jacklyn Henry		
August 2 - Kailey Kinkade & Ann Wylie
August 3 - Eleanor Bower & Charlette Stewart
August 4 - Amy Haden
August 5 - Ellen Earles
Next Week
Bible Class The Life of the Apostle Paul
AM Sermon Anthony Warnes
PM Sermon
“
“
Records for July 23, 2017
Bible Class ............................................................... 154
AM Worship.............................................................210
PM Worship.............................................................100
Wednesday............................................................... 138
Contribution.................................................$5,428.60
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