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“What do you think? If a man owns a hundred
sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he
not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to
look for the one that wandered off? And if he
finds it, I tell you the truth, he is happier about
that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that
did wander off. In the same way, your father in
heaven is not willing that any of these little ones
should be lost” (Matthew 18:12-14).
Evidently sheep have a tendency to
wander off and get lost. There is a continual
reference to this kind of behavior throughout
the Scriptures. I don’t know much about sheep,
but I know a little about people. The grass looks
greener over there. There are things that catch
our attention over there, and before long, we
are over there, away from where we should be.
Business calls us. Ball games call us. Rest calls
us. Temptation calls us. Before long, we have
negleced Bible reading and good works. We
have neglected being where we should be.
The Bible is clear. The good shepherd
leaves the sheep that are in the fold and goes
out and looks for the lost ones. He knows who
is missing He is willing to go out and look
for them and finds a genuine pleasure and
happiness when they are found and restored to
the flock.
We need to restore a genuine sense of
enthusiasm for finding and restoring those who
are lost. It is great fun for the remaining sheep
to be together, but we must go and look fo those
who are away.
I don’t know if sheep are like people in
that they enjoy being away from the flock. The
grass may be greener over there, for awhile at
least. Until the wolves come along. Until it gets
dark and lonely. Until the dangers outweigh the
fun. But sheep belong in the flock. Let us renew
the joy of seeking and finding lost sheep.

A
Desire
For
Truth
Kevin Cauley
One summer, a friend of mine and I went to
Colorado to climb mountains. To get there, we
drove all night from the very southeastern tip
of Texas (near Beaumont) beginning Sunday
night around 8:00 P.M, and arrived in Trinidad
on Monday afternoon around 4:00 P.M. The first
mountain that we climbed was outside of Trinidad.
This was the first time that I had climbed to such
heights and did not know what to expect.
When we got up Tuesday morning, we were ready
to go. We ate a hearty breakfast and then took with
us sandwiches, soda, and a few bottles of water. We
chose an old utility road as our path up the side of
the mountain. If you know anything about climbing
mountains, switching back is the preferred way to
get up. This road, being a utility road, didn’t switch
back at all; it just went straight up. Every step was
like climbing up the bleachers of a stadium, except
this stadium was close to 10,000 feet in height. It
was one of the smaller mountains in Colorado, but
when you’re doing a direct ascent, size doesn’t matter
too much, at least, it didn’t to me. Our plan was to
picnic on the top of the mountain, and that we did,
but not without finishing our last beverage. The way
down we would hike dry. By the time we got near
the bottom, the temperature was somewhere in the
mid 90s, a relative hot day for the state, and the cattle
water troughs were starting to look pretty good. We
finally got to the main road, reached a farmhouse,
and after placating a barking, but hungry, dog with
a left-over peanut butter sandwich, we were able to
ask the farmer for a drink. He offered glasses, but
we asked for the hose. That water was pumped from
a mountain well and was the sweetest, best tasting,
most desired, perhaps most needed water that I
have ever had in my life.
The deepest physical need that the body can have is
the need for water. Without this precious substance,
our bodies would dehydrate to the point of death
in three to four days. Anywhere that man has ever
gone to live, he has either taken a supply of water
with him, or he has settled in an area where there
is an abundant source of water. The human body
both wants and needs water.
Jesus experienced this very human sensation when
he approached a woman of Samaria and asked her
for a drink (John 4:5-7). This Samaritan woman
thought it strange that Jesus, a Jew, would ask of
her a drink of water. Ever the master teacher, Jesus
replied not with a comment motivated by physical

desires, but by spiritual. “If you knew the gift of
God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a
drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would
have given you living water” (John 4:10 NKJV).
When Jesus offers the “water of life,” He offers the
very thing upon which the life of our soul depends
the most�truth. Just as the body desires, demands,
and depends upon water, so also the soul cannot
survive without that water which Jesus gives. Jesus
told Pilate, “For this cause I was born, and for this
cause I have come into the world, that I should bear
witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth
hears My voice” (John 18:37).
Dear friend, do you desire God’s truth to be in
your life as deeply as you desire the most desperate
element your body demands? Is your soul in need
of that satisfying drink of the water of life that
springs up unto eternal life? Do you desire for all
of your spiritual needs to be quenched through the
cool and satisfying imbibing of this water? I hope

Ever the master teacher, Jesus replied
not with a comment motivated by
physical desires, but by spiritual.
that you do; I hope that your desire for God’s truth
will motivate you greater than any physical desire
for water that you may have and I hope that you
are not satisfied until you have drunk deeply of
that water and come to understand all the truth
that God has to offer through Jesus, His Son. “And
the Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let him
who hears say, ‘Come!’ And let him who thirsts
come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of
life freely” (Revelation 22:17). There is no greater
necessity of the human soul than truth. Will you
desire, demand, drink, and live?
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Prayer List
Jerry Cockerham fell last week and broke his hip. He had
surgery on Thursday. He is in room 202 at the hospital.
Kenneth Southard has been improving, but is still in the
Waxahachie Hospital and needs prayers.
Donna Brooks’ son, Leo, is home from the hospital. He
will see a vascular surgeon next Thursday. Donna wants to
thank everybody for their prayers and asks us to continue to
pray for him to heal from the amputation.
Henry Wooten had a procedure done to his legs on Friday.
Terry Shook’s husband, Robert, has finally completed
his last round of chemo, and was able to return home Friday.
Jim Howard has been moved to Kindred Hospital in
Mansfield, TX for the next two weeks to rehab his knee.
Continue to Remember: Wanda Horner, Shirley Wardlaw,
Lanny Powers, Juanita McCary, Don Bowen, Royce Bunch,
Aline Barrett, Wanda Brown, Anita Hawkins, Ava Johnson,
Velma McDougald, James Welch, Gerald Armstrong, Nancy
Milam, Melba & Eleanor Bower, Ellene Fench, Billie Thomas,
Carolyn Milton’s brothers, & Abby Coldiron

Birthdays This Week
July 23 - Bill Abercrombie
July 24 - Don Bowen, Laura Briceno, Vicki Ivy, & 		
Shirley Wardlaw
July 26 - Kathy Green & Darrell Olsen
July 27 - Paxton Southard
July 28 - Nancy Sloan & Jimmy Stewart
Next Week
Bible Class The Life of the Apostle Paul
AM Sermon Jon Warnes
5th Sunday Young Men
Records for July 16, 2017
Bible Class ............................................................... 152
AM Worship.............................................................207
PM Worship.............................................................120
Wednesday............................................................... 132
Contribution..................................................$6,780.21

Military: Clay Bayes, Jason Book, Alston
Compton, Robert Johnson, Ryan Payne, Douglas
Ramsey, Ryan Stewart, & Blake Barrett

Announcements
We rejoice with Emily Roughton & Grant Ecord, who
obeyed the Gospel and were baptized recently! Please
pray for and encourage them.
Summer Series “Pure & Practical Religion” Inspired
thoughts by James, will continue Wednesday with James
Olsen teaching on Worldly Prefrences, Chp. 2:1-13.
We will be on our 5th Sunday Format next week. Please
plan to stay after the morning service to share in a pot luck
meal and wonderful fellowship. After the meal we will be led
in our afternoon service by our young men.
Leadership Initiative for young men is scheduled for
July 28-30. Registration is now available online.
DOUBLE Family Baby Shower for the Jones &
Valdivia families. All of Westhill is invited Aug. 6
after evening service. Ashley Jones is expecting a BOY to
be named Grady Olsen Jones and KariAnne Valdivia is
choosing not to find out the baby’s gender.
We are very excited that the Anthony & Andrea Warnes
family will be joining our family here! On Aug. 6, Anthony will
begin his ministry with us as Westhill’s pulpit minister.
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