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The first thing that Jesus gave to His 
disciples as a model for their prayers 
is a portrait of God. John records, “No 
man hath seen God at any time; the 

only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared him” (John 1:18). The ability 
to understand completely the concept of God is 
impossible, because we are finite beings who cannot 
fathom the infinite. Theologians and philosophers 
have tried to define God with huge definitions that 
really do nothing but leave us empty. Nevertheless, 
Jesus did not come to this earth with a definition, but 
He chose to represent God by using a figure drawn 
from the family relationship—God, our Father.
 There is a sense in which God is the universal 
Father of all humanity, since He is the creator of all 
humanity (cf. Acts 17:28). Yet, Jesus emphasizes in His 
model prayer and in other New Testament passages a 
spiritual relationship with His people, beginning with 
the nation of Israel and continuing today through 
the church, the spiritual family of God (1 Tim. 3:15). 
Thus, as Christians, we are more than just His family 
by creation—we are His family by grace through 
faith (Gal. 3:26-27; 2 Cor. 6:17-18). What attributes 
of a father demonstrate that of the character of our 
heavenly Father?
 First, a father shows relationship. Just as a father 
is related to his child, I am related to God, and He 
is related to me. Through the grace of God and His 

gospel, I can be “born again” (John 3:3-5) by faith 
into the family of God, which is a spiritual new birth. 
Therefore, I am related to God. With Him as my 
Father, I am able to come into close personal relations 
with Him just as my human father. When we look 
at a newborn baby, we cannot really tell whether he 
looks like anyone in particular. If we lined up all the 
babies in a nursery of a hospital, they would look 
alike to me—red-faced, some with more hair, some 
with less. Possibly mothers and grandmothers can see 
little things, but as the child grows a little older, then 
we really can see the resemblances—father’s eyes, 
mother’s chin, father’s toes, grandmother’s hands, 
and such like. If I am a child of God, our Father, then 
I should look like God. When I begin my spiritual life, 
I will naturally not resemble Him very much, but the 
more I grow spiritually, the more I will become like 
him. Because I am a child of God, I am to think as God 
thinks. I am to love my enemies (Matt. 5:44) because 
God loves His enemies (Rom. 5:10). I am to do good 
things and pray for those who despise me so that I 
may be as my Father in heaven (Matt. 5:45). We will 
grow into this likeness just as a baby grows to become 
more and more mature and resemble his parents. 
Therefore, I am related to the infinite God of heaven 
as His spiritual child.
 Second, a father is one who infinitely cares about 
his children. It is natural for a father to be concerned 
about the welfare of his children (cf. 1 Pet. 5:6-7). Our 
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heavenly Father is a Father who cares. To show His 
care for us, He sent His Son into this world to die on 
our behalf (2 Cor. 5:21). God, our Father, loves us with 
a love we cannot fathom. If we are lost, the reason will 
not be a reflection on the love of God, but it will be 
because of our own rebellion and hardness of heart. 
Yet, when we leave him, keep in mind that we do 
not leave him without breaking His heart. Because 
He made us as free moral agents, we can either reject 
what God wants us to do or accept in glad surrender 
and know the joy that 
comes from serving him.
 Third, a father is 
one who assumes 
responsibility to provide 
for the physical care, 
health, education and 
development of the child. 
Therefore, Paul addresses 
this fact to fathers in 
Ephesians 6:4. In like 
manner, when God adds 
me to His family (Acts 
2:47), then He does not 
leave me to starve and 
shiver through neglect. 
He demonstrates responsibility by providing for all 
of my spiritual needs so that I may be ready to live 
with Him in eternity (Eph. 1:3; 1 John 2:25). When I 
confront problems in my personal life, I can talk to my 
heavenly Father about them, because He has provided 
us with the avenue of prayer so that our fellowship 
together can provide strength (Heb. 4:16). Through 
the provision of the Bible, He can feed and nourish 
my spiritual life. In this great wide world, He presents 
me with countless opportunities to exercise godliness. 
He has provided me with an example of Jesus Christ, 
my Savior, so that I can grow more and more like Him 
every day. Upon the shoulders of His children, He has 
given us the responsibility of communicating His 
great love to all men and bringing others to Him.
 Fourth, a father disciplines. I cannot think about 
a “father” without thinking about discipline, because 
this word implies authority. As our Father, God has 
authority because He created us, because He sustains 
us every day and because we surrendered our will to 
Him. Therefore, because He is our spiritual Father, the 
Bible emphasizes that discipline comes from God (Heb. 

12:6-11). If our earthly fathers disciplined us, and we 
gave them respect, then should we not do the same for 
our spiritual Father? Our earthly fathers might have 
made mistakes in discipline, but our heavenly Father 
does not make mistakes. The problem today, though, 
is that many fathers leave their children to make their 
own choices without discipline. Our children need 
guidance, and they expect such from those of us who 
are experienced. Therefore, God our Father guides us 
in the way we should go and disciplines us so we can 

be stronger. 
R o o k i e s 
are not fit 
to go to the 
battlefield 
to fight. The 
m i l i t a r y 
k n o w s 
this, and 
provides a 
period of 
basic and 
a d v a n c e d 
training to 
discipline 
soldiers to 

the conditions of the battlefield. In like manner, God 
is preparing us for eternity. His purpose is high and 
His desire is to make us the best men and women that 
He can with the material with which He has to work.
 The big difference between an earthly father and 
our heavenly Father is in the six words, “Our Father, 
which art in heaven.” One day, our ties with our 
earthly parents will dissolve, but our heavenly Father 
is one who is eternal, for He “inhabiteth eternity” (Isa. 
57:15). If we do not make Him our Father now as we 
live in this life, he will never be our Father in eternity. 
This is what it means to become a Christian—it is to 
make God our Father. This is what He wants



Correspondence/Encouragement
Inmate Correspondence:
Zachory Cabano #01886823
Hutchins Unit
1500 E. Langdon Rd.
Dallas, TX 75241

Paul Jones #01934698
Bradshaw Unit
PO Box 9000
Henderson, TX 75653

Missions Correspondence: 
Cherokee Home for Children 
Director: Delton McGuire 
PO Box 295 
Cherokee, TX 76832 
Email: chc@centex.net

New Zealand Harvest Missions 
James & Emily Cammock 
PO Box 412 
Waikato Mail Centre 
Hamilton 3240 
New Zealand 
Email: church-of-christ-cammock@hotmail.com

La Poynor Prison Ministry 
Steve & Carrie Handley 
11353 CR 4345 
La Rue, TX 75770 
Email: shandley56@gmail.com

WVBS Online School 
Director: Russell Haffner 
25 Lantana Ln. 
Maxwell, TX 78656 
Website: school.wvbs.org

Southwest School of Bible Studies: 
Michelle Chennault & Kati Haffner 
1215 W. Slaughter Ln. #1413 
Austin, TX 78748

Encouragement: 
James & Yvonne Ainsworth 
107 Max Ave. 
Corsicana, TX 75110

Don Bowen 
3002 W. 2nd Ave. #209 
Corsicana, TX 75110

Melba & Eleanor Bower 
2011 Fairfax 
Corsicana, TX 75110

Meagan Gould 
%Tom & Barbara Gould 
1600 Crestmont 
Corsicana, TX 75110

Don & Vicki Ivy 
3807 NWCR 0009 
Corsicana, TX 75110

Justin Mahoney 
805 Oxford 
Corsicana, TX 75110

Eula Parrish 
325 FM 55 
Purdon, TX 76679

Willie Winters 
3300 W. 2nd Ave. #503B 
Corsicana, TX 75110

Mission Works
Westhill Works 
Benevolence Program

Local Works 
Cherokee Children’s Home - www.chc4kids.org 
House to House, Heart to Heart 
Preaching Students - Southwest School of Bible Studies 
The Truth in Love - www.ttil.tv 
WVBS Online School - school.wvbs.org

Prison Works 
La Poynor Prison Ministry - Steve & Carrie Handley

Foreign Works 
New Zealand Harvest Missions - James & Emily Cammock

Leadership
Elders 
Percell Milton - 903.673.1819 
Paul Slaughter - 903.872.1228 
Paul Stewart - 903.872.3464 
Darwin Thomas - 903.695.0176
Deacons 
James Ainsworth - 903.872.1390 
Scott Barham - 903.641.0133 
David Baumgartner - 903.654.4057 
Zach Drain - 903.521.6055 
Dan Gibson - 903.641.9587 
Joshua Haden - 903.602.9645 
Micah Haden - 903.673.1177 
James Horn - 903.599.9114 

Michael Jones - 214.803.5984 
Roy McCullough - 903.872.2069 
Greg Olsen - 903.654.1406 
James Olsen - 903.874.8918 
Rusty Owens - 903.695.0095 
Billy Roughton - 903.654.4032 
Dickie Russell - 903.874.4457 
David Shastid - 903.695.0108 
Brent Stewart - 903.641.9052 
Justin Williams903.875.8288
Ministers 
Sam Dilbeck - 903.229.8415 (Pulpit) 
Cory Myers - 512.627.6672 (Youth & Family)



Privileged to Serve
Song Leader Zach Drain

Opening Prayer Ken Green 
Communion Leader Russell Bankes 
Communion Servers 
Wade Braly Tim Cooke 
David Dilbeck Brian Hand
James Horn Clay Jackson
Percell Milton Greg Olsen
Phil Pillans Billy Roughton
Billy Roughton Jose Sosa
Darwin Thomas Justin Williams

Closing Prayer Larry Jayroe

Nursery  Sheri Bayes & Addie Shastid

PM Song Leader Joshua Haden 
PM Opening Prayer Tyler Baumgartner 
PM Closing Prayer Dalton Shastid

Wed. Song Leader Brody Owens 
Summer Series Todd Crayton

July Contact Elder Paul Slaughter - 903.872.1228

Announcements
“Thank You so much for sending greetings for my 
birthday. It just made my day!” Love, Sue Thompson

Congratulations to Gayle & Christine Garner who 
are celebrating their 68th Anniversary this weekend 
in Lake Fork with family and friends.

Corrine Blackwell’s Memorial Service will 
be Saturday, July 18 at 11:00 am here in our 
auditorium. Ferman Carpenter will officiate.

Mission Trip Meeting this evening after services in 
the Family Room. The Mission Trip is July 18-23.

SYS this Tuesday hosted by the Keller congregation. 
We will leave at 4:30 pm.

Westhill Ladies are Invited to eat lunch together 
(Dutch treat) this Wednesday, the 8th, at 11:30 at 
Cotton Patch to celebrate July birthdays. All ladies 
are invited, ESPECIALLY those with July birthdays. 

We Need VBS Helpers to monitor children and help 
guide them from area to area each evening. Please, 
sign up in the foyer for which age group you prefer.

We Need Cookies for VBS. Please, sign up in the 
foyer and indicate how many cookies you will bring.

We Need Toilet Paper Tubes for VBS Crafts. Please, 
bring any you can collect to the office or give them 
to Lindsay Olsen or Debbie Wylie. 

Online Registration for our Leadership Initiative, 
“Radical,” is now open. All young men, aged 13-20, 
are encouraged to join us July 31 - Aug. 2. Register 
online now at www.westhillchurchofchrist.org.

Prayer List
Sue Dosser, Darwin Thomas’ sister, has been 
diagnosed with cancer.

Our Love & Sympathy go out to Don & Vicky Ivy at 
the passing of Don’s mother, . Her service was held 
Thursday in Corpus Christi.

Continue to Remember: Yvonne Ainsworth, Robert 
Bess, Don Bowen, Velma McDougald, Eula Parrish, 
Rita Compton, Meagan Gould, Dalton McCullough, 
Carl Schmidt, Jayme Shafer.

Service Men: Clay Bayes, Jason Book, Alston 
Compton, Robert Johnson, Josh Moehring, Ryan 
Payne, Douglas Ramsey, Ryan Stewart, Morgan 
Weaver, Payton Weaver

Records for June 28, 2015 
Bible Class ....................................................................160
AM Worship .................................................................256 
PM Worship .................................................................170 
Wednesday ...................................................................167
Contribution ....................................................$10,945.08

The Smithfield Church of Christ in North Richland 
Hills invites you to hear Dr. Dave Miller answer the 
question, “Can We Know that God Exists?” Join 
them Friday & Saturday, July 10-11, at 7:00 pm and 
Sunday, July 12, at 9:00 & 10:00 am.

The Ladies of the Smithfield Congregation in North 
Richland Hills invite you to their annual Ladies Day 
with Becky Blackman on Sat., July 25.

Discipleship University at Dripping Springs 
Church of Christ will be August 7-9. We will leave 
here at 9:00 am Friday morning. Register online at 
dschurchofchrist.com, click the banner that says 
Soul Work.

Birthdays This Week  
July 5 - Beverly Cooke, Harrison Sloan 
July 6 - Avery Dunnahoe, Peyton Jennings 
July 11 - Wayne Prater, Emily Roughton

Next Week’s Class Esther’s Great Faith 
   Esther 3-6


