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Not too long ago, the President delivered the State of the Union Address. This yearly speech highlights the 
successes and reiterates the direction he wishes to take the country. At the beginning of the speech, presidents 
typically say, “The state of the Union is strong.” Whoever the president is, this speech touts great platitudes about 
the condition of the United States of America.

I wonder what would happen if Jesus gave a “State of the Church” speech to us today? We really do not have 
to wonder. He gave such a speech in Revelation 2-3 when he evaluated the seven churches of Asia. Some 
churches were doing good but had some problems. Ephesus had stood against false doctrine but left their first 
love. Smyrna was spiritually strong but about to be tested. Pergamum did not deny the name of Jesus under 
persecution but allowed the false doctrine of Balaam to enter. Thyatira’s latter works exceeded their first, but 
they permitted Jezebel to commit immorality among them. Sardis had a living reputation but was actually dead; 
there were a few who had not spoiled their garments. Philadelphia had an open door, was faithful, and would 
be spared from the hour of trial. Finally, Laodicea was lukewarm, thought they were rich, but were actually 
poor, blind, miserable, and naked. My guess is that even our congregation would fit in among these descriptions 
somewhere. What would Jesus say about the state of our congregation? Do we have immorality among us? Do we 
tolerate false teachers? Are we lukewarm? Do we have a good reputation, but are actually dead? My guess is that 
Jesus would find something of which we need to repent, and that’s good because he said, “Those whom I love, I 
reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent” (Revelation 3:19).



This weekend, a number of churches all over the country have 
modified or even canceled church services due to the threat 
(real or exaggerated) the coronavirus poses to our nation. 
Some congregations have canceled their Sunday morning and 
Wednesday night Bible classes while maintaining the Sunday 
morning and evening worship services. Others have canceled 
all assemblies until further notice.

Due to these changes, I have witnessed what I believe to be 
some rather “loose” accusations made of unfaithfulness to 
the Lord, and a lack of faith in God against brethren and 
entire churches, because of their decisions to alter their 
weekly assemblies.

More than likely, we’re familiar with the passage which 
exhorts us to “not forsake the assembling of ourselves 
together, as is the manner of some…” (Hebrews 10:25). 
However, I think it is a serious mistake to attempt to apply 
this exhortation to brethren who are looking out for the 
health of vulnerable Christians among them. There is a 
vast difference in “forsaking” the assembling of the saints, 
which this passage forbids, and “missing” the assembling of 
the saints which is what is currently taking place due to the 
virus. The word translated, “forsaking” means “to abandon, 
leave behind, or desert.”

For instance, would we charge the sick and shut-in with 
sin, because they are missing the worship assemblies? Of 
course not. The reason is because the command is discussing 
“forsaking,” not “missing” the assembly. The sick have not 
“abandoned, left behind, or deserted” the assembling of the 
saints, but they do miss the assembling of the saints. What if 
you were getting in your car to come to worship service when 
you noticed your neighbor, who also was going to church, 
stagger, grab his chest, and fall in his driveway? Would you 
leave him there so you could get to church because, after all, 
there’s that command to not forsake the assembly, or would 
you call 9-1-1 and stay with him until help arrived? Surely, 
you would do the later, which would be the right thing to do. 
Would it cause you to miss the assembling of the saints? Yes, 
more than likely, but in missing, you had not abandoned, left 
behind, or deserted” the practice of assembling.

In both cases above, a Christian missed the worship assembly, 
but they did not at all sin by “forsaking” the assembling of 
the saints. Brethren, the actions that some congregations are 
taking to protect their most vulnerable members, does not 
demonstrate a lack of faith in God, but rather a deep love and 
deference toward their more vulnerable brothers and sisters 
in Christ. Furthermore, many Christians work throughout 
the week in populations that are very vulnerable and at risk. 
Taking temporary precautions that can save their lives might 
require that some “miss” out on our usual practices, but it 
doesn’t mean they have “forsaken” the assembly and the Lord. 
Give it some thought.

Church Attendance, the 
Coronavirus, and Guilt 
by Steve Higginbothom



Deacons 
Scott Barham - 903.641.0133 
David Baumgartner - 903.654.4057 
Zach Drain - 903.521.6055 
Joshua Haden - 903.602.9645 
Casey Hendrix - 817.307.2127 
Michael Jones - 214.803.5984 
David Mahoney - 903.229.2731 
Matt Newman - 972.935.5789 
Greg Olsen - 903.654.1406 
James Olsen - 903.874.8918 
Rusty Owens - 903.695.0095 
Billy Roughton - 903.654.4032 
Dickie Russell - 903.874.4457 
David Shastid - 903.257.6464 
Jose Sosa - 903.872.0535 
Brent Stewart - 903.641.9052 
Mike Wylie - 214.837.3848 
Justin Williams - 903.875.8288 

Shepherds 
Don Ivy - 214.695.5276
Percell Milton - 903.673.1819 
Paul Stewart - 903.872.3464 
 
Ministers 
Anthony Warnes - 430.775.0196 (Pulpit) 
Brandon Watson - 903.771.6359 (Family) 
Tim Cooke - 903.641.5515 (Seniors) 
William Garcia - 903.602.0060 (Span.)

Staff 
Jay Mahoney - 903.467.9093 (Office) 

 
Community Outreach  
Benevolence Program 
Food for Fitness 
Forever His 
House to House Heart to Heart 
Wed. Night Focus Groups

Local Missions 
Cherokee Children’s Home
In Search of the Lord’s Way 
Bear Valley Bible Institute 
Brown Trail Spanish Preaching 
WVBS  school.wvbs.org 
New U.S. Mission Points 
Tilton, NH 
Mesa, AZ

Foreign Missions 
India Preacher Training Program 
Cameroon Preacher Training Program

WesthillWORKS!

House to House Heart to Heart publications have reached mailboxes for zip codes in the Corsicana, Barry,  
& Blooming Grove areas. These will serve as a wonderful conversation starter for your personal evangelism. 



Announcements
We rejoice with Courtney Murphy who obeyed the 
Gospel and had her sins washed away in baptism on Friday!

House to House Heart to Heart publications have 
reached mailboxes for zip codes in the Corsicana, Barry, 
& Blooming Grove areas. These will serve as a wonderful 
conversation starter for your personal evangelism.

L2L Convention has been cancelled this year due to 
the Coronavirus outbreak.  Know that your work thus far 
has only improved your abilities in serving our Lord.  We 
want to continue to learn to lead and better serve Him. 
We appreciate your time and effort put forth for L2L, 
especially that of the coaches! Keep growing in Him!  
 
 
Birthdays This Week  
March 22 - Beverly Abercrombie & Kari Newman 
March 24 - Tyler Baumgartner 
March 26 - Kallahan Mac Olsen 
March 27 - Brian Beamon 

Records for March 15, 2020

Bible Class  .............................................................. 178
AM Worship ............................................................223
PM Worship ............................................................140
Wednesday .................................................................... 
Contribution ................................................ $6,929.26
 

Military: Samantha Armstrong, Blake 
Barrett, Clay Bayes, David Dilbeck, &  
                                  Ryan   Stewart

Prayer List
THOSE LOST LOVED ONES

1. NANCY SLOAN & FAMILY—LOSS HARRISON
2. PERCELL MILTON’S FAMILY—LOSS CHARLENE
3. TANYA ROWDEN - LOSS BROTHER-LAW JAMES 

PRAYER REQUEST
1. FAITH BEAMON—CONTINUED RECOVERY
2. DARLYN OLSEN—HOME RECOVERING
3. CAROL BARHAM—RECOVERING EYE SURGERY   
4. MELBA BOWER—IN HOSPITAL FOR TESTS
5. INOCENCIA ROMERO— HOSPITAL DUE 

AMPUTATION LEG
6. NANCY CARPENTER MILLER - HEALTH ISSUES

THOSE WITH HEALTH ISSUES
1. ANITA HAWKINS
2. HELEN STRANGE
3. RUTH KLINE
4. TONYA ROWDEN
5. BOBBY BARHAM
6. RUTH ANN WATSON

THOSE GOING THRU CANCER TREATMENT
1. DAVID BROWN
2. CAROL HORVATH
3. DARWIN’S COUSIN “LEWIS THOMAS”
4. JAMES HORN’S FRIEND “CHRIS WATSON”
5. CAROLYN MILTON’S BRO “HAROLD”

PRAYERS SPANISH MINISTRY
1. FRANCISCO OROZCO’S GRANDFATHER—

SERIOUS CONDITION
2. WILLIAM GARCIA’S MOTHER “MARTHA”—

HEALTH ISSUES
3. INOCENCIA ROMERO—IN HOSPITAL DUE TO 

AMPUTATION LEG

THOSE IN NURSING HOMES & SHUT-IN’S
1. TWILIGHT—MELBA & ELANOR BOWER #110
2. TRI-SUN—JEWEL RUTHERFORD #301
3. BROOKDALE—GENE WARDLAW #103
4. HERITAGE OAKS—GERALD ARMSTRONG 

#101/
EULA HENRY #109/CHRIS GARNER APT J/
BETTY BEAMON APT 0 

5. SHUT-IN’S—RUSSEL BANKES/ROYCE BUNCH/
ANITA HAWKINS/JAN SAIN/MADELINE 
BERRY/RUTH KLINE
EULA & HENRY PARISH/PAT WHEAT/VERA 
WHITE

Continue to Remember: Trey Billingsly, Jamie 
Billingsly, Alston Compton, Jaylen Portis, Jan Ross, 
Jan Sain, Gerald & Nancy Armstrong, Dan & Rita 
Dominy, Louis Thomas, & Don Corley 
 


