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The words of Jesus have never had more meaning. “Every
kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation, and
every city or house divided against itself will not stand”
(Matt. 12:25). Those who fully understand the impact of the
Lord’s words can see that the clouds which are all around us
are just a foretaste of the coming storm.
Our nation is divided. We are divided politically, but this
division is so meaningless when compared to the other divisions which permeate our land. Of far great importance is the
moral division among us. The definition of sexual perversion
used fifty years ago no longer applies to us. That which was
once perversion is often the common practice in our culture
today. Paul described the decadence of the Roman world.
“Those who practice such things…not only do the same, but
also give hearty approval to those who practice them” (Rom.
1:31). The Roman world is now our world!
Our homes in this land are divided—even in many homes
where parents outwardly embrace Christianity. The psalmist was not talking about a physical building when he said,
“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor
in vain” (Psa. 127:1). He was talking about our families, our
homes. Unless the Lord builds our homes, we labor in vain!
What has happened in this land? The creator who ordained
marriage and the home is ignored. We have decided our own
ideas about marriage are far better than anything He said.
To show the division in our homes, consider the following
questions. Has there ever been a time when husbands were
more selfish and self-seeking? What has happened to those
words spoken in the sinless world of Adam about his wife
being “…bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh”? Paul said
that no man ever hated his own flesh, but nourished it. Yet,
when men fail to see their wives as their own flesh, there is no
nourishing and cherishing.
Think of how so many wives would inwardly cringe when
told they must honor and reverence their own husbands.
These words were the precise words God gave to them (Eph.
5:33). Yet, we live in a time when wives openly mock their
husbands.
Our homes are divided over the values we impart to our
children. They fail to see parents having the church first in
their lives, and manifesting that the whole duty of man is to
fear God and honor him (Matt. 6:33; Ecc. 12:13).
When nations are divided, desolation lies ahead. When
homes are divided, they will not stand. What can we do?
What is the solution to all of this? The answer is found in
each of us humbly recommitting our devotion to God in relationship to self, to our nation and to our homes. God help us!

Door Of Hope
Sam Dilbeck

An Apostle’s Prayer
Cory Myers

How can a place of lies and death become the only
door of hope for a wayward world?
Introduction:
1. The world is upside-down. Isaiah said the
people called __________ evil, and evil
___________ (Isa. 5:20-23).
2. The world is on __________.
3. God allows __________ to see the fire so we
can share the message of hope.
Discussion:
1. An Unfaithful Wife
a. Hosea and Gomer’s marriage represented
God’s _____________ to the nation.
b. In Hosea 2, God records a _________ to
tell of the _____________ of his bride.
c. He ends the song offering _______ to the
unfaithful wife (2:14-15).
2. A Door of Hope
a. In the last section of God’s song, he
promises mercy to the penitent bride.
b. He uses three distinct places: ________,
___________, and ___________.
3. The Valley of Achor
a. Joshua confronted God about their defeat
to ____ and God said, “Israel has sinned”
(Josh. 7:11).
b. Joshua confronted ________, “Why did
you bring trouble on us?” (Josh. 7:25).
c. iii. The valley is named Achor, meaning
________.
4. Dealing with Sin
a. God wanted Israel to deal with their sin.
b. At Achor the wayward nation _________
their sin.
c. When a sinner deals with his sin, he can be
____________.
d. God’s door of hope is still ___________
at Achor.
Conclusion:
1. How will the lost know there is hope for forgiveness? We must tell them.
2. In an upside-down world on fire, those with
spiritual sight become the world’s hope.

Philipians 1:1-11
Introduction:
Philippians is a short book with a serious message to share.
This lesson will introduce us to the book of Philippians and
inspire us to study this short epistle. As we study this thank
you letter to a model church we ought to be challenged to
become more like the Philippians.

1. How Would You Start a Church? 1:1-2

2. A Revealing Prayer 1:3-11

a. Genuine Fellowship

b. Amazing Grace

c. An Astonishing Reality
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Prayer List
Jo Ann Chambers is in Navarro Regional ICU. She is
very ill and needs our prayers.
Don Smith, former member of Westside, who was
attending at Cedar Creek, passed away recently. His
service were last Saturday.
Our sympathies are extended to Dawn Haden and
her family at the loss of her mother, Mary Kieffer. She
passed away Monday morning in Hamilton Township,
NJ. Her service was held there on Friday.
Aline Barrett, Terry’s mom, has been admitted
to Navarro Regional Hospital with heart and other
problems. She is in room 223.
Paul Ross is scheduled for cataract surgery on Tuesday
in Dallas.

Next Week
Bible Class The Life of the Apostle Paul
AM Sermon The Steadfast Love of the Lord
PM Sermon A Narrow Focus
Records for March 5, 2017
Bible Class ............................................................... 170
AM Worship.............................................................237
PM Worship............................................................. 144
Wednesday............................................................... 149
Contribution.................................................$9,036.69

Military: Clay Bayes, Jason Book, Alston
Compton, Robert Johnson, Ryan Payne, Douglas
Ramsey, Ryan Stewart

Continue to Remember: Wanda Horner, Shirley
Wardlaw, Lanny Powers, Juanita McCary, Jerry
Cockerham, Meagan Gould, Caleb Ivie, & Alton Albert,
Patty Williams, Leo Brooks, & Jeff Cooke

Announcements
Speech and Bible Reading today at 4:30 pm.
Janice Elder turns 94 years old on Tuesday!
Wedding Shower: March 26th at 4:30pm
for Susie Bridges & Jimmy Horn
they are registered at Walmart and Target.
Good Samaritan meeting will be held here at
6:30pm on Tuesday evening of 3/28.
Howe COC will be hosting a seminar for song leaders
and potential song leaders. It is called “Singing With
The Spirit”, and is to be conducted from Fri 4/21-Sun
4/23 by Myron Bruce at the church facility in Howe,
TX. For more information if you are interested, there is a
flyer posted on the bulletin board in the hallway.
Birthdays This Week
March 14 - Pat Ellis & Percell Milton
March 15 - Janice Elder
		
March 17 - Seth Haden
March 18 - Brian Hand
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