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Many people consider baseball to be the perfect game with
just the right combination of teamwork and individual
accomplishment. Everyone can appreciate the teamwork,
finesse, timing, and grace it takes to make a double-play, or
triple-play. However, after all the strategy and teamwork,
victory often comes through the skill of a single player.
Nowhere is this more apparent than the batter’s box, and
there is nothing more disappointing than a batter watching
three strikes and never trying to hit the ball.
In the game of life, many people step to the plate and
get caught looking. Like a timid batter waiting for the perfect pitch, they wait for just the right conditions. Paralyzed
by fear and doubt, they never take a chance and swing the
bat. It’s impossible to get a hit without swinging.
Ecclesiastes 9:11 warns us, “The race is not to the swift,
nor the battle to the strong, nor bread to the wise, nor
riches to the intelligent, nor favor to those with knowledge, but time and chance happen to them all.” Life’s
uncertainty causes many people to hesitate or, worse, not
even try. Knowing this was a possibility, the writer later
encourages us, “Cast your bread upon the waters, for you
will find it after many days…. He who observes the wind
will not sow, and he who regards the clouds will not reap”
(Ecc. 11:1, 4). Instead of being paralyzed, we need to
launch out with boldness and do something. Waiting for
the stars to align and all the conditions to be right causes
us to miss opportunities.
Sadly, many Christians are afraid to swing the bat.
They fear saying the wrong thing in evangelism, so they
never open their mouths. They feel uncomfortable around
strangers, so they never greet others. They get nervous
standing before people, so they never attempt to lead.
They don’t like change, so they never try something new.
They get stuck in the rut of comfortability and never
swing the bat. They never sow and never reap, which leads
to starvation.
Reggie Jackson, Sammy Sosa, Alex Rodriguez, Derek
Jeter, Mark McGuire, and Jose Canseco are some of the
greatest sluggers in baseball. They’re also in the list of most
strikeouts. We shouldn’t fear the strikeout as much as never
trying, because we can only get a hit by swinging the bat.
Some say good things come to those who wait. The
Bible says starvation comes to those who wait. Don’t be
afraid to take a swing.

Outcome Of Your Faith

Solution To Self-Importance

The metal of our faith is refined and the result is more
valuable than the purest gold. God is like the refiner’s
fire (Mal. 3:2).

Intro:

Introduction:
1. God offers his _________, which compels us
to respond with our _________.
2. The outcome of the whole process is hope,
inheritance, and ___________, 1 Peter 1:3-9.

“Before me, even as behind, God is, and all is well.” John Greenleaf Whittier
” Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight.
Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of
him to whom we must give account.” Hebrews 4:13
This reality opened the hearts of many men and women
of Scripture. This evening we will examine two men as
they grappled with the Omnipresent God and I pray
that the results will be at least as significant.
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Discussion:
1. Born of Faith (1 Pet. 1:3-4)
a. Salvation begins with God’s ________.
God’s mercy knew the________ and
purpose long before I was born.
b. “Since you have been born again, not of
__________ seed but of ___________,
through the living and abiding word of
God” (1 Pet. 1:23-25).
c. The inheritance Peter speaks of now is the
__________ land.
2. Guarded by Faith (1 Peter 1:5)
a. Peter calls the inheritance “_________.”
b. The NT speaks of salvation as _________
(Eph. 2:8-9), _________ (1 Cor. 1:18)
and __________ (Rom. 5:9).
c. God guards us. It means to set a _______
around. It can mean both to guard a
prisoner from _________, or to protect a
city from __________.
3. Testing of Faith (1 Peter 1:6-7)
a. God wants us to find _________ in these
trials (Jas. 1:2).
b. That genuine faith is more precious than
________.
4. Outcome of Faith (1 Peter 1:8-9)
a. “Every _______ will see him” (Rev. 1:7).
b. Our _______ is our greatest possession.
Conclusion:
1. Faith and faithfulness, mean a trusting dedication to God’s _________.
2. The outcome of such a faith is Salvation, Inheritance, and ________.
3. Faithfulness begins in ____________. Will
you respond in faith? Yes/No
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1. Jacob and God’s Omnipresence (Genesis 32:22-31)

2. Jonah and God’s Omnipresence

3. A Powerful Result of God’s Omnipresence (Psalm 139)

4. Do you Believe in the Omnipresence of God?
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Prayer List
Donna Brooks’ son, Leo Brooks, had to have a
corrective procedure performed to an infected artery
in his leg on Thursday, which was the result of a
vascular procedure that was performed weeks ago.
Unfortunately, an infection still continues so please
continue to pray for his recovery.
Caleb Ivie’s mother, Brenda Bearden, passed away
recently from cancer. Please remember to encourage
Caleb. Contact the office if you need his address.
Ruth Moore passed away last Saturday. Her
arrangements were held Wednesday. Please remember
her family during this sorrowful time.
Alton Albert has transitioned into the rehab tower at
the hosptial in Tyler. His last day of physical therapy
will be Thursday, and then he should return home.
Continue to Remember: Wanda Horner, Shirley
Wardlaw, Lanny Powers, Juanita McCary, Jerry
Cockerham, Meagan Gould, & Bob Corley

Announcements
Youth Class Materials are available for the youth
teachers, and have been placed in the boxes in the
Teachers’ Workroom.
Reminder: The Red Boxes are still in place for you
to drop in your compliments to each other.
Youth Devo - Tonight at the Bearden’s after evening
service. Boys bring drinks and girls bring desserts.
KFC Devo - Saturday, March 4 at 5pm at the
Dilbeck’s. Bring your own hammer.
To high school juniors & seniors, college
students and adults who may be underemployed
or unemployed, the Westhill Elders have approved
the administration of an Interest Survey in attempt
to identify areas of occupational interests to the
participants. Paul Ross will be administering the survey.
For a maximum of 40 participants, as soon as possible,
for the next two weeks, please sign up on the table at
the back of the auditorium. Our target date to administer
the survey is Sunday, 3/12, 4:30 P.M., in the Westhill
family room.
Attention: Anyone who may have left dishes in the
Ourtreach Center kitchen, please come and claim them
and take them home. Due to limited space those that are
unclaimed will be removed. Thank you.

Birthdays This Week
February 26 - Beverly Heim
February 27 - Hank Jett
February 28 - Nate Haden
March 1 - Ericka Kinkade
March 2 - Macie Bearden & Jim Bess
March 3 - Amy Parrish
March 4 - Anita Hawkins
Next Week
Bible Class The Life of the Apostle Paul
AM Sermon Living Without Hope
PM Sermon Gideon, Man of Valor
Records for February 19, 2017
Bible Class ...............................................................148
AM Worship............................................................. 217
PM Worship............................................................. 124
Wednesday............................................................... 137
Contribution.................................................. $8,172.57
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Compton, Robert Johnson, Ryan Payne, Douglas
Ramsey, Ryan Stewart
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