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Swing  Away
Sam Dilbeck

Many people consider baseball to be the perfect game with 
just the right combination of teamwork and individual 
accomplishment. Everyone can appreciate the teamwork, 
finesse, timing, and grace it takes to make a double-play, or 
triple-play. However, after all the strategy and teamwork, 
victory often comes through the skill of a single player. 
Nowhere is this more apparent than the batter’s box, and 
there is nothing more disappointing than a batter watching 
three strikes and never trying to hit the ball.
     In the game of life, many people step to the plate and 
get caught looking. Like a timid batter waiting for the per-
fect pitch, they wait for just the right conditions. Paralyzed 
by fear and doubt, they never take a chance and swing the 
bat. It’s impossible to get a hit without swinging.
     Ecclesiastes 9:11 warns us, “The race is not to the swift, 
nor the battle to the strong, nor bread to the wise, nor 
riches to the intelligent, nor favor to those with knowl-
edge, but time and chance happen to them all.” Life’s 
uncertainty causes many people to hesitate or, worse, not 
even try. Knowing this was a possibility, the writer later 
encourages us, “Cast your bread upon the waters, for you 
will find it after many days…. He who observes the wind 
will not sow, and he who regards the clouds will not reap” 
(Ecc. 11:1, 4). Instead of being paralyzed, we need to 
launch out with boldness and do something. Waiting for 
the stars to align and all the conditions to be right causes 
us to miss opportunities.
     Sadly, many Christians are afraid to swing the bat. 
They fear saying the wrong thing in evangelism, so they 
never open their mouths. They feel uncomfortable around 
strangers, so they never greet others. They get nervous 
standing before people, so they never attempt to lead. 
They don’t like change, so they never try something new. 
They get stuck in the rut of comfortability and never 
swing the bat. They never sow and never reap, which leads 
to starvation.
     Reggie Jackson, Sammy Sosa, Alex Rodriguez, Derek 
Jeter, Mark McGuire, and Jose Canseco are some of the 
greatest sluggers in baseball. They’re also in the list of most 
strikeouts. We shouldn’t fear the strikeout as much as never 
trying, because we can only get a hit by swinging the bat.
     Some say good things come to those who wait. The 
Bible says starvation comes to those who wait. Don’t be 
afraid to take a swing.



Outcome Of Your Faith
Sam Dilbeck

Solution To Self-Importance
Cory Myers

The metal of our faith is refined and the result is more 
valuable than the purest gold. God is like the refiner’s 
fire (Mal. 3:2).

Introduction:
1. God offers his _________, which compels us 
to respond with our _________.
2. The outcome of the whole process is hope, 
inheritance, and ___________, 1 Peter 1:3-9.

Discussion:
1. Born of Faith (1 Pet. 1:3-4)

a. Salvation begins with God’s ________. 
God’s mercy knew the________ and 
purpose long before I was born.

b. “Since you have been born again, not of 
__________ seed but of ___________, 
through the living and abiding word of 
God” (1 Pet. 1:23-25).

c. The inheritance Peter speaks of now is the 
__________ land. 

2. Guarded by Faith (1 Peter 1:5)
a. Peter calls the inheritance “_________.” 
b. The NT speaks of salvation as _________ 

(Eph. 2:8-9), _________ (1 Cor. 1:18) 
and __________ (Rom. 5:9). 

c. God guards us. It means to set a _______ 
around. It can mean both to guard a 
prisoner from _________, or to protect a 
city from __________. 

3. Testing of Faith (1 Peter 1:6-7)
a. God wants us to find _________ in these 

trials (Jas. 1:2).
b. That genuine faith is more precious than 

________.
4. Outcome of Faith (1 Peter 1:8-9)

a. “Every _______ will see him” (Rev. 1:7).
b. Our _______ is our greatest possession. 

Conclusion:
1. Faith and faithfulness, mean a trusting dedi-
cation to God’s _________.
2. The outcome of such a faith is Salvation, In-
heritance, and ________.
3. Faithfulness begins in ____________. Will 
you respond in faith? Yes/No

Intro:

“Before me, even as behind, God is, and all is well.” - 
John Greenleaf Whittier
” Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. 
Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of 
him to whom we must give account.” Hebrews 4:13
This reality opened the hearts of many men and women 
of Scripture. This evening we will examine two men as 
they grappled with the Omnipresent God and I pray 
that the results will be at least as significant. 

1.  Jacob and God’s Omnipresence (Genesis 32:22-31)

2. Jonah and God’s Omnipresence 

3. A Powerful Result of God’s Omnipresence (Psalm 139)

4. Do you Believe in the Omnipresence of God?



Elders 
Percell Milton - 903.673.1819 
Paul Slaughter - 903.872.1228 
Paul Stewart - 903.872.3464 
Darwin Thomas - 903.695.0176

Deacons
James Ainsworth - 903.872.1390 
Scott Barham - 903.641.0133 
David Baumgartner - 903.654.4057 
Zach Drain - 903.521.6055 
Dan Gibson - 903.641.9587 
Joshua Haden - 903.602.9645 
Micah Haden - 903.673.1177 
James Horn - 903.599.9114 
Michael Jones - 214.803.5984 
Roy McCullough - 903.872.2069 
Greg Olsen - 903.654.1406 
James Olsen - 903.874.8918 
Rusty Owens - 903.695.0095 

Billy Roughton - 903.654.4032 
Dickie Russell - 903.874.4457 
David Shastid - 903.257.6464 
Brent Stewart - 903.641.9052 
Justin Williams - 903.875.8288

Ministers 
Sam Dilbeck - 903.229.8415 (Pulpit) 
Cory Myers - 512.627.6672 (Family) 
Tim Cooke - 903.641.5515 (Seniors)

Staff 
Jay Mahoney - 903-467-9093 (Office) 

Community Outreach  
Benevolence Program 
Habitat for Humanity 
Food for Fitness

Local Missions 
Cherokee Children’s Home
In Search of the Lord’s Way 
Preaching Students 
The Truth in Love ttil.tv 
WVBS Online School
 school.wvbs.org 
La Poynor Prison Ministry 
 (Steve & Carrie Handley)

Foreign Missions 
Four Seas Bible College, Singapore
 (Peter & Pooi Fun Chin) 
New Zealand Harvest Missions 
 (James & Emily Cammock)

WesthillWORKS! Leadership



Privileged to Serve
Song Leader Joshua Haden

Opening Prayer Ken Green 
Communion Leader Michael Jones 
Communion Servers 
Joe Glass David Baumgartner
Joshua Haden Rusty Owens
Paul Stewart Darrell Olsen
Justin Williams Justin Mahoney
Michael Jones Scott Barham
Robby Thomas Mike Wylie
David Dilbeck

Closing Prayer Darwin Thomas

Nursery  Sharon Mahoney & Korri Owens

PM Song Leader    David Baumgartner 
PM Opening Prayer Wayne Prayter 
PM Closing Prayer Justin Mahoney

Wed. Song Leader Jimmy Horn 
Wed. Devotional Sam Dilbeck

February Contact Elder  Percell Milton

Prayer List
Donna Brooks’ son, Leo Brooks, had to have a 
corrective procedure performed to an infected artery 
in his leg on Thursday, which was the result of a 
vascular procedure that was performed weeks ago. 
Unfortunately, an infection still continues so please 
continue to pray for his recovery.

Caleb Ivie’s mother, Brenda Bearden, passed away 
recently from cancer. Please remember to encourage 
Caleb. Contact the office if you need his address.

Ruth Moore passed away last Saturday. Her 
arrangements were held Wednesday. Please remember 
her family during this sorrowful time.

Alton Albert has transitioned into the rehab tower at 
the hosptial in Tyler. His last day of physical therapy 
will be Thursday, and then he should return home.

 
Continue to Remember: Wanda Horner, Shirley 
Wardlaw, Lanny Powers, Juanita McCary, Jerry 
Cockerham, Meagan Gould,  & Bob Corley 
 

Announcements
Youth Class Materials are available for the youth 
teachers, and have been placed in the boxes in the 
Teachers’ Workroom.

Reminder: The Red Boxes are still in place for you 
to drop in your compliments to each other.

Youth Devo - Tonight at the Bearden’s after evening 
service. Boys bring drinks and girls bring desserts.

KFC Devo - Saturday, March 4 at 5pm at the 
Dilbeck’s. Bring your own hammer.

To high school juniors & seniors, college 
students and adults who may be underemployed 
or unemployed, the Westhill Elders have approved 
the administration of an Interest Survey in attempt 
to identify areas of occupational interests to the 
participants.  Paul Ross will be administering the survey.  
For a maximum of 40 participants, as soon as possible, 
for the next two weeks, please sign up on the table at 
the back of the auditorium.  Our target date to administer 
the survey is Sunday, 3/12, 4:30 P.M., in the Westhill 
family room. 

Attention: Anyone who may have left dishes in the 
Ourtreach Center kitchen, please come and claim them 
and take them home. Due to limited space those that are 
unclaimed will be removed. Thank you.

Birthdays This Week  
February 26 - Beverly Heim 
February 27 - Hank Jett 
February 28 - Nate Haden 
March 1 - Ericka Kinkade 
March 2 - Macie Bearden & Jim Bess 
March 3 - Amy Parrish 
March 4 - Anita Hawkins 
 
 
Next Week 
Bible Class The Life of  the Apostle Paul 
AM Sermon Living Without Hope 
PM Sermon  Gideon, Man of Valor 

Records for February 19, 2017
Bible Class  ..............................................................148
AM Worship ............................................................ 217
PM Worship ............................................................ 124 
Wednesday .............................................................. 137
Contribution .................................................$8,172.57

Military: Clay Bayes, Jason Book, Alston 
Compton, Robert Johnson, Ryan Payne, Douglas 
Ramsey, Ryan Stewart


