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Hearing or Listening? 
Dan Jenkins

     The Bible places great emphasis on the importance of hearing, using the word “hear” over 500 times. Many times it is 
found in historical references, but when Jesus came He placed special emphasis on the way we hear. Since faith comes by 
hearing (Rom. 10:17), it is important that we make sure we listen when God’s word is speaking to us, building our faith and 
directing our lives.
     It is true that there are at least two levels of hearing. The first level is when we are aware that someone is talking and while 
we may hear the words we really are not listening. What parents have not said to an older child, “I just told you what I wanted 
you to do—did you not HEAR what I said?”  Obviously, the child heard, while at the same time they were not hearing what 
was being said. I wonder if God ever feels this way about us?
     The importance of hearing on this second level is illustrated in the life of Mary as she raised Jesus. When the angel told her 
of the virgin birth, she was “…troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was” (Luke 1:29). There 
was no way she could understand the virgin birth, but having heard his words, she simply said, “Let it be to me according to 
your word.”
     Her perplexity is seen again after the shepherds told her what had happened to them. “But Mary kept all these things and 
pondered them in her heart” (Luke 2:19). She was listening on that second level. When she heard young Jesus talk about 
being about His Father’s business, she “did not understand the statement when He spoke to them…but His mother kept 
all these things in her heart” (Luke 2:50-51). Our relationship with God depends on us, even though we might not fully 
understand, listening so intently that His words are kept in our hearts.
     Jesus spoke so often about using our ears to hear (Matt. 13:9; Mark 4:23) and the importance of taking heed to what we 
hear (Mark 4:24). He added more when He spoke of the importance of taking heed how we hear (Luke 8:18).  However, there 
is one phrase which deserved special emphasis. “Let these words sink down into your ears” (Luke 9:44). When God speaks, 
His words must never just enter into our ears on that first level. We must let His words sink down deep into our ears.
     We must do more than read the words of the Bible. We must do more than hear words in Bible classes. We must do more 
than just sit and listen to a sermon. Great spiritual growth will never happen until we let the messages from heaven sink down 
deep into our ears, and like Mary, keep all these things and ponder them in our hearts.



Our Worship 
John 4

I Love Sundays, and I know you do too!

Sunday is a R_____________

Sunday is a R_____________

Sunday is a R_____________

I wonder if sometimes we have an improper perspective 
on worship?

Do we ever…

1. Think: “What do I ____ out of _________?”

•	 Worship is aimed at the ________
•	 Yes, the Lord is so good that He _______ the 

benefits of worship 
o We worship because its _______
o We worship because it leads to ______
o We worship because it develops 

_________ with Him (and others)

2. Overemphasize the __________? 

•	 For example: _________
•	 I get why we got here: “I need to give Him my 

______…

3. Worry only about the ______ and not the 
_____? 

•	 Yes, the _______ is important 
•	 But God knows the ________

John 4
We Worship _____

We Worship ______ in _______
We Worship ______ in _______

Proper Perspectives (January)

Striving to be God’s People – Focus 2022

Nuestra Adoración
Juan 4

¡Amo los domingos, y sé que a ti también!

El domingo es un R_____________

El domingo es un R_____________

El domingo es un R_____________

Me pregunto si a veces tenemos una perspectiva 
impropia de la adoración.

¿Alguna vez…

1. Piense: “¿Qué _________ de la 
___________?”

•	 La adoración está dirigida al ______
•	 Sí, el Señor es tan bueno que _________ los 

beneficios de la adoración
o Adoramos porque es ________
o Adoramos porque lleva a la _________
o Adoramos porque desarrolla una 

_________ con Él (y con los demás)

2. ¿Exagerar el énfasis en el __________?

•	 Por ejemplo: _______
•	 Entiendo por qué llegamos aquí: “Necesito darle 

___ ______ de mí…

3. ¿Preocuparse sólo por el _______ y no por el 
________?

•	 Sí, el ________ es importante
•	 Pero Dios conoce el _________

Juan 4
lo _________

Lo adoramos en _________
Lo adoramos en _________

Perspectivas adecuadas (Enero)
Esforzarse por ser el pueblo de Dios - Focus 2022



Deacons 
Scott Barham - 903.641.0133 
David Baumgartner - 903.654.4057 
Zach Drain - 903.521.6055 
Joshua Haden - 903.602.9645 
Casey Hendrix - 817.307.2127 
Michael Jones - 214.803.5984 
David Mahoney - 903.229.2731 
Matt Newman - 972.935.5789 
Greg Olsen - 903.654.1406 
James Olsen - 903.874.8918 
Rusty Owens - 903.695.0095 
Billy Roughton - 903.654.4032 
Dickie Russell - 903.874.4457 
David Shastid - 903.257.6464 
Jose Sosa - 903.872.0535 
Brent Stewart - 903.641.9052 
Mike Wylie - 214.837.3848 
Justin Williams - 903.875.8288 

Shepherds 
Don Ivy - 214.695.5276
Percell Milton - 214.803.2644 
Rusty Owens - 903.229.3650 
Paul Stewart - 903.872.3464 
 
Ministers 
Anthony Warnes - 430.775.0196 (Pulpit) 
Brandon Watson - 903.771.6359 (Family) 
Tim Cooke - 903.641.5515 (Seniors) 

Staff 
Jay Mahoney - 903.467.9093 (Office) 

 
Community Outreach  
Benevolence Program 
Food for Fitness 
Forever His 
House to House Heart to Heart 
Wed. Night Focus Groups

Local Missions 
Apologetics Press - Jeremy Pate 
Bear Valley - Wayne Jones  
Cherokee Children’s Home 
The Jenkins Institute 
WVBS  school.wvbs.org 
 
U.S. Mission Points 
Tilton, NH 
Mesa, AZ 
Foreign Missions 
India Preacher Training  
Cameroon Preacher Training



Prayer Needs: 
Bobby Barham has been moved to Methodist 
Rehabilitation Facility to begin rehab.

McKenzie Olsen’s dad, Dwayne Rash, is still very sick in 
Navarro ICU with COVID and double pneumonia. Please 
continue prayers for him, McKenzie & the family who need 
our support and encouragement. 

Please add Shirley Bowen, the Wells family, Paul & Jan Ross’ 
daughter, Paula, Helen Strange’s daughter, DeAnn & Mike & 
Charlotte Weaver to your list of those with COVID.
 
Continue to Remember: Helen Strange, Sara Warren, Eula 
Parrish, Anita Hawkins, Bronny & Ruth Watson, Dan & Rita 
Dominy, Jan Ross, Virginia Vinsonhaler, Louie & Patty Williams, 
Kenneth Southard, Beverly Heathcote, Lloyd & Dollie Ander, 
Donnie Dixon, Royce Bunch, Matt Thomas, Veronica Giles, Don 
Ivy, Faith Beamon, Darlyn Olsen, Karen Daniel, Chuck Hoehn, 
Wanda Mckinney, Russel Gest, & Ruth Kline 

Announcements:
We rejoice with Ben Baumgartner who has put Christ on 
in baptism and had his sins washed away!

5th Sunday Format - 1/30

Couples Retreat - 2/4-5

Sweetheart Banquet - 2/12

T-3 Youth Event - 2/18-19
 
Young at Heart Class meets Tuesdays at 10:30am.

Focus Groups meet first Wednesday of each month. 

Westhill Family - Thank you for all the cards, visits, and 
most of all prayers for my healing after thyroid surgery. All 
seems to be well and your prayers are the reason. Thank you 
all from the bottom of my heart.  
In Christian love - Beth Sepedy

Thank you -  so much for the prayers, concern, cards, calls, 
and sonic run while recovering from surgery. We appreciate 
and love our Westhill family!   - Don & Vicki Ivy

This Week’s Birthdays  
January 24 - Mattyx Newman
January 25 - Brent Stewart 
January 26 - Abigail Castillo 
January 27 - Erik Valdivia 
January 28 - Austin Jackson & Garnett Russell 
January 29 - Abigail Smith & Louie Williams 
 

Records for January 16, 2022

AM Worship ............................................................ 123 
PM Bible Hour .......................................................... 91
Wednesday ...............................................................121 
Contribution ................................................ $6,010.50

Privileged to Serve 

AM Song Leader Joshua Haden

AM Opening Prayer Jose Sosa  
AM Communion Leader Percell Milton 
AM Scripture Reading Ronnie Giles 
AM Closing Prayer Jim Haden 
 
PM Song Leader Joshua Haden

Wed Song Leader Jeremiah Parrish 
Wed Invitation  Justin Mahoney 
 
Jan. Worship Coord. Brent Stewart 
Jan. Contact Elder Paul Stewart

Military:  
Samantha Armstrong,     Blake Barrett,  

Clay Bayes,     David Dilbeck,    
    Ryan Stewar t      &      Graiden Thomas

The opportunity is extended to give back 
at the collection boxes at each exit. 


