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Regional customs are curious. I always thought it was
funny when the near kinsman gave his sandal to Boaz
to relinquish his right (Ruth 4:7-8). Earlier, Ruth wanted
Boaz to marry her, so she laid down at his feet (Ruth
3:4-7). In David’s old age, a woman named Abishag was
brought in to warm his bed (1 Kings 1:1-4).
Another curious custom happens in Genesis. It is a
patriarchal custom to seal a promise. In Genesis 24:2,
Abraham said to his servant, “Put your hand under my
thigh, that I may make you swear by the Lord.” Years
later, Jacob said to his beloved son, Joseph, “If now I
have found favor in your sight, put your hand under
my thigh and promise to deal kindly and truly with me”
(Gen. 47:29).
Putting a hand under the thigh was an important
part of the pledge. The custom is not repeated in the
Bible, and its origins are obscure. However, there are
some similarities between the two events that may shed
some light on the meaning of the ritual.
In both cases the one asking for the promise was
elderly and infirmed, “Abraham was old, well advanced
in years” (24:1), and Jacob neared death (47:29).
Because of their frailties, the two patriarchs couldn’t
accomplish their wishes.
In each event they sought the welfare of their
families. Abraham wants a good wife for Isaac. Jacob
desires to be buried with his fathers. Each included a
there-not-here element. Abraham wanted Isaac’s wife to
come from there, the land he left in Haran, not here, in
the land of Canaan. Jacob wanted to be buried there, in
the land of his fathers, not here, in Egypt.
Because of the import of the promise, both patriarchs
appealed to the intimacy they shared with the one
making a promise. There was a solemnity to the
promise, indicated by the personal touch of placing a
hand under the thigh. In addition, there is trust in the
gesture. Allowing someone to invade personal space
and expose their vulnerability implies deep trust.
Today, we have other customs to seal our promises.
We cross our hearts, place a hand on the Bible, shake
hands, sign contracts, or raise our right hand. These
symbols may not carry the intimacy of putting a hand
under a thigh, but they are an intimate pledge of our
character. Let us seek to be honest people of integrity as
we represent Christ to the world.

Obedient Faith
Sam Dilbeck

Today people speak of faith as the body of facts to
accept. However, in the first century faith referred to
an obedient lifestyle committed to Christ. We call it
obedient faith, but in the first century that would have
sounded redundant.
Introduction:
1. Reformationists called for sola fide—meaning
__________.
2. This doctrine leads millions of people to false
________ and security (Jer. 6:14).
3. Faith requires more than merely ________
some facts. Faith requires __________.
Discussion: Obedient Faith…
1. Has Universal ___________: “Whoever”
a. This signifies _____ and _______ who.
b. Jesus also gives the negative meaning
______ and ______who do not.
2. Has Specific ________: “Believes; Obeys”
a. John only uses the _____ form of believe
indicating believing is an action we choose.
b. Jesus ______ believing and obeying. To
Him they are inextricably _________.
3. Has Eternal ___________: “the Son”
a. John uses the _______ relationship of
Jesus to the Father.
b. We are children by ____________.
c. If we reject Jesus’ _________ from the
Father forfeit our opportunity for salvation.
d. Has Determined ________: “Eternal
Life; Wrath of God”
e. It was determined before the _______ of
the world (1 Pet. 1:19-21; Rom. 8:29-30).
f. Eternal life is something the believer has,
not something we ______ for after death.
g. The determined reward for not believing is
God’s __________.
h. Unbelief isn’t wrath’s impetus, ______ is.
Conclusion:
1. As we untwist the knots of faith, we see faith
and obedience go hand in hand. Jesus tied them
together for eternity.
2. Call it what you want, sola fide, faith only—it
isn’t what Jesus calls faith.

Coming to Grips With The
Wrath of God
Cory Myers

Introduction:

Understandably, wrath isn’t anyone’s favorite thing
about God. In fact, it’s many people’s least favorite
thing. However, it is often discussed. As Dwayne Bryant suggests in his book, Who is Like the Lord, the
wrath of God gets a lot of traction following natural disasters and catastrophe. What is your view of the wrath
of God? For many, rather than trying to understand
wrath, they seek to cover up this seemingly undesirable
characteristic with something a little friendlier, the love
of God. But, what if you couldn’t understand the love
of God without coming to grips with His wrath?
A biblical understanding of the wrath of God will
change how you talk about Him. It will change how
you think and feel about Him. And, being on the right
side of His wrath will transform your relationship with
Him. I pray you will come to grips with the wrath of
God.
1. Wrath and Heartbreak (Genesis 3:1-8)
2. Understanding Wrath
a. Wrath, out with the old and in with the new?
b. Wrath is not (Ephesians 4:26-31)
c. Wrath is (Romans 2:5-8)
d. Why wrath? (Habakkuk 1:13)
3. Responding to Wrath
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Prayer List

Food for Fitness:

David Baumgartner’s aunt, Jill Haden, passed away
Wednesday. Her service was held yesterday at Dresden
Cemetery in Blooming Grove.

Young at Heart Seniors Group meets every
Tuesday morning at 10:30am for Bible Study.
Everyone is welcome!

Bill Olsen, who is the uncle of James, Darrell & Betty,
passed away Tuesday. His graveside service was held
yesterday at Oakwood Cemetery.

Birthdays This Week
January 22 - Chad Briggs
January 24 - Hagan Webster
January 25 - Brent Stewart
January 28 - Garnette Russell

Bud Moore passed away last Monday. His Memorial
Service will be held here on Saturday, Feb. 4 at 10am.
Please remember Barbara and the family in your prayers.
Teresa Shastid’s stepdad, J.O. Peek, passed away
from cancer last Sunday morning. His service was held in
Rosendberg, TX on Saturday

TBA

Next Week
Bible Class The Life of the Apostle Paul
AM Sermon Now I Know
PM Sermon 5th Sunday Format

Shirley Wardlaw has been moved to Tri Sun room 204
to begin rehab after her hospital stay.
Mildred & Henry Wooten’s great niece, Mary
Hanna, had a successful surgery to remove cancer in
her appendix.
Ruth Moore’s niece, Samantha McLear, lost her baby
due to pregnancy complications. She lives in Kansas City.
Continue to Remember: Julie Dilbeck, Wanda
Horner, LeAnn Curry, Kathi Pruitt, Meagan Gould, Brian
Hand, Phil Pillans, Juanita McCary, Lanny Powers &
Natasha Webster

Announcements
Lads To Leaders: Speech/Oral Bible Reading is
TODAY at 4:30pm.
WOW Save The Date! WESTHILL LADIES DAY
Date: Saturday, January 28, 2017
Time: 8:30am-1pm (lunch provided)
Speaker: Donna Drain
Topic: When Life Gives You Lemons . . .
We will be following our Fifth Sunday Format
next week, Jan. 29. Please bring a dish of your choice
and be prepared to stay and eat lunch and fellowship
immediately following morning worship. Afterwards
our young men will be leading the second afternoon
service. Your support and attendance for them is
greatly appreciated!
Youth Devo at the Myers on Sunday, Jan. 29 at 6pm.
Boys will need to bring chips and girls bring desserts.
Ministry Fair:
Sunday, Jan. 29
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