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Outline of Messages to Seven Churches     
1.Identification of the addressee, in the form of a command to John to write to the angel of that 
church  

2.Identification of the sender of the letter, described in terms bor- rowed from the description of 
the son of man figure in ch. 1 

3.Words of commendation or praise for the church, introduced by the formula, “I know”  

4.Admonitions or criticisms for the churches’ failures      

5.An exhortation to faithfulness      

6.An appeal to listen: “Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the 
churches”       

7.A promise to the one who is faithful, the one “who conquers”  



Outline of the Message to Ephesus       
1. Identification of the Addressee—2:1a  
2. Identification of the Sender—2:1b 
3. Words of Praise—2:2-3, 6 
4. Words of Criticism—2:4 
5. Exhortation—2:5 
6. Appeal to Listen—2:7a 
7. Promise to the Faithful—2:7b  



“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his 

right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands: 

2 “I know your works, your toil and your endurance. I know that you cannot tolerate evildoers; you have 

tested those who claim to be apostles but are not and have found them to be false. 3 I also know that you 

are enduring and bearing up for the sake of my name and that you have not grown weary. 4 But I have this 

against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. 5 Remember, then, from where you have 

fallen; repent and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from 

its place, unless you repent. 6 Yet this is to your credit: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also 

hate. 7 Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. To everyone who 

conquers, I will give permission to eat from the tree of life that is in the paradise of God. 


