INTRODUCTION

This guide is designed to inform and fuel the prayers of Christians around the world
who want to see God glorified among the Somalis in East Africa. It is also a tool for
those who want to link arms with our Somali brothers and sisters throughout East
Africa, most of whom must keep their faith a secret or else face difficult and often
dangerous consequences.
Since our goal is to catalyze prayer for Somalis in East Africa, you are welcome to forward, print, and distribute this prayer guide. However, please ask permission before
editing this guide in any way.
Our prayer focus on Somalis in East Africa will last throughout the month of May
(31 days). Due to the security issues connected to our Somali brothers and sisters,
we cannot share many specific details. However, this should not hinder our prayers,
since “Our prayers can go where we cannot…there are no borders, no prison walls,
no doors that are closed to us when we pray-” (Brother Andrew, Founder of Open
Doors). During this time, you will begin to understand the difficulty of what it
means for a Somali to choose to follow Christ, including the challenges and persecution they face as a result of their conversion. We will also see how great the need is for
the gospel to penetrate this unreached people group and for churches to be planted
among Somalis in East Africa.
Join us as we pray for Somalis in East Africa.

Some sources list the total population of Somalis in East Africa at over 26 million. Sources used for this overview of
Somalis in East Africa include Open Doors (opendoorsusa.org), peoplegroups.org, Joshua Project (joshuaproject.net),
Pray for Africa (prayafrica.org), and Council on Foreign Relations (cfr.org).
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Why Somalis of East Africa?

With approximately 24 million Somalis found throughout East Africa, they are one
of the largest homogeneous ethnic groups on the African continent. Somalis have
lived in East Africa for millennia, and they were some of the first people in the region
to convert to Islam. The overwhelming majority of Somalis are still considered Muslim today. Following Christ can be difficult and costly for Somalis, with conversion
from Islam carrying a death sentence in certain regions of East Africa.
In addition to various forms of persecution, warfare and difficult physical conditions have forced many Somalis to live as refugees throughout East Africa as well as
throughout the US, UK, Europe, and Canada.
Sadly, the majority of Somalis in East Africa are considered unreached, which
means they have little or no access to the gospel (less than 2% are evangelical
Christians). And among these unreached, many are considered unengaged, which
means there are currently no church planting strategies (consistent with evangelical
faith and practice) underway to reach this people group.
Although Somali believers are forced to worship in secret, the body of Christ is growing. God is building His church in East Africa, even in Muslim-dominated areas.
“Muslim movements to Christ are taking place in numbers we’ve never seen before,”
David Garrison is quoted as saying in a 2014 report. These believers face some of
the most brutal persecution of Christians anywhere in the world, and they need our
prayer support to continue sharing the hope of Christ with others. Brother Andrew
reminds us, “Prayer is not preparation for the battle; prayer is the battle.”

Day 1:
Conversion is Betrayal
According to many Somalis and clan
leaders, Somalis are born Muslims, so
any conversion to Christianity is regarded as a betrayal of the Somali family and
clan. As a result, if Somalis are suspected
of being converts, family members and
clan leaders will harass, intimidate, and
even kill them.
Pray for wisdom and protection for
our Somali brothers and sisters living
out their faith, often in secret and in
fear. Ask the Lord to give them wisdom
(James 1:5) and peace that surpasses all
understanding (Philippians 4:7).

Day 2:
All Alone
Somali Christians face severe isolation.
Because of the consequences of being
found out, they are pressured into praying in secret and staying quiet about their
conversion to Christianity. Their faith
puts them at risk not only among their
extended family and clan members but
also among their closest family members.
Pray for Somali Christians using Psalm
23 as your guide, and ask the Lord to be
their shepherd and to lead them in the
way they should go.

Day 3:
The Next Generation
Christian parents often find it too dangerous to teach their children about their
Christian faith. Converts or suspected
Christians face discrimination in many

forms, including: custody of children,
inheritance rights, and divorce. In order to escape the harm these challenges
would bring, Christian families usually
keep their faith as secret as possible.
Pray for parents to know how to love
their children well and to know how or
when they should share their faith with
their children and loved ones.
Pray for the hearts of the children and
family members of Somali Christians to
be open to hearing the truth of God’s love.

Day 4:
Hunted by Her Family
Jesus and hardship came into Ayaan’s* life
simultaneously. Once her faith was discovered, she was in immediate danger. She
wondered how she would survive. “My
family searched for me many times to kill
me.” Ayaan cried many tears of loneliness.
But the Lord provided for her and connected her to a fellowship of other Christian women.
When she learned that there are people
praying for her, she shared, “It feels like
someone is right beside me . . . I am sure
the prayers saved my life during the attacks! It may very well be because of their
intercession. May God bless everyone who
has been praying for me.”
Ayaan asks that you, “Please continue to
pray for me. Praise God for saving my
soul. Pray for peace in the East of Africa. Pray for the Lord to reveal Himself
to Muslims. Thank you so much. God
bless you, and I love you!”

Day 5:
The Church Grows
Despite the fact that Somalis pride themselves that there are hardly any Christians
among them, God has been building His
church in their midst.
Pray for the spread of the gospel through
Somali believers, asking God to give
them the courage and boldness to bear
witness to the gospel.
Pray for pastors to be raised up among
the Somalis who proclaim the gospel
and shepherd God’s people.

Day 6:
The Lord is My Banner
The faithfulness of our Somali brothers
and sisters throughout East Africa can
be an encouragement to us. Muslim
Background Believers (MBBs) whose
very lives are at risk refuse to recant.
This is remarkable faithfulness. And
they do not merely put up with it but
count it joy to suffer for the sake of the
kingdom. They live out the truth of
Scripture.
We have an opportunity to stand with
these courageous and determined believers, for as long as it takes. They won’t give
up. We won’t give up. Through prayer
we can strengthen their arms when they
are weak.
Read Exodus 17:8-16 and ask the Lord
to be the Banner of our Somali brothers and sisters. Pray that the worldwide
church will consistently stand with
them in prayer.

Day 7:
Kept Alone but Not Silent
Christ had drawn Farah* to Himself
from a young age. “My dad was the
imam in the local mosque and he was
very well known in the community.
When I was eight, I heard a voice that
I could not recognize telling me to
follow Him. After that, I had a longing to know more about Jesus. By the
age of about 13, I had a mature faith
and started preaching to my friends at
school. There were 40 children in my
class, and I brought three of them to
Christ. The school expelled me. When
I was 17, I was imprisoned because I
preached the gospel. Nothing could
stop me from preaching the gospel, so
the officers said I had to be kept alone.”
Pray for many more Somalis like Farah
to hear about Jesus. Pray for those who
discover Jesus to have the courage, boldness, and ability to share the truth.

Day 8:
Families Separated
When Farah* was 30, he married a woman
who accepted his faith. They had five children. A few years later, intense persecution
broke out in their region, and Farah heard
that police were coming for him. The police searches became more intense and
consistent, so he went into hiding, which
meant leaving his family behind. Four
months later, when the authorities had given up on arresting him, he returned home.
But by then his wife had relocated. The
time of separation had been much harder
on her and the children than on him. They
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suffered terribly in his absence. She could
no longer withstand the regular beatings
and decided to move back to her parents’
home. This was a very devastating situation
for him.
Pray for Somalis like Farah, who are
separated from their families and in
places of isolation. Pray, too, for the
families that are torn apart.
Pray that God would put an end to violence, intimidation, and other forms
of persecution aimed at silencing Somali believers and stopping the spread
of the gospel.

Day 9:
	Blessed Are Those Who
Are Persecuted
Today Farah* attends a secret fellowship.
He is inspired whenever he reads Matthew
5:10: “Blessed are those who are persecuted
because of righteousness . . .” He advises
new believers, “Always read the Bible and
fix your eyes on Jesus. Pray fervently, and
give all your anxiety to God. We must
understand that our fate is God himself.
When suffering comes to your life, be persistent. In the Bible, the phrase ‘Do not
Fear’ is written 365 times.”
Pray for Somali believers to stand strong
in the face of persecution and to have
the courage to persevere.
Pray Hebrews 12:1-3 for our Somali
brothers and sisters: Therefore, since we
are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight,
and sin which clings so closely, and let us

run with endurance the race that is set
before us, looking to Jesus, the founder
and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy
that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is seated at the
right hand of the throne of God. Consider
him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not
grow weary or fainthearted.

Day 10:
	A Displaced People:
Growing Community
The statistics show that there may be
more Somali people outside of Somalia than inside the country. There are
around 280,000 in North America,
more than 360,000 in Western Europe,
and an estimated 18,000 in Asia Pacific.
These Somalis have left their homeland
as a result of the years of instability.
Praise God for the growing number of
Somali Christians around the world.
Pray that Somalis who know that the
Christian community is growing will be
brave enough to investigate it.
Pray that Somali believers who are sharing
the gospel will experience peace while doing so and that they would be encouraged.
Pray for unity among Somali believers
and that they will be able to partner with
one another in local churches.

Day 11:
	A Displaced People: In Need
of the Gospel
While there are approximately 8.4 million Somalis in Somalia, there are an es-

timated 10 million ethnic and migrant
Somalis in other countries in East Africa,
Tanzania, and South Africa.
Pray for the Somali Muslims who are
dispersed around the world to have the
faith to follow Christ, irrespective of the
Somali culture in which they live.
Pray for Christians to befriend Somali
neighbors, colleagues, etc.
Pray for churches to faithfully reach out
to Somalis.
Pray for the outreach to Somalis via Internet, YouTube, and other means to be
blessed.

Day 12:
A Young Man with a Big Vision
Yusuf* (17) is a slender and soft-spoken Somali Christian living in the East Africa. He
heard the gospel from fellow Somalis. For
now, he lives as a secret believer because he
fears for his life. But this young man has a
big vision: he dreams of becoming an ambassador for Christ to his fellow Somalis.
His vision can cost him his life. Among his
own people, there is no room for Christianity. “Muslims like public debates, but if we
can debate with people discreetly about the
faith, intelligently asking them questions
and giving them a good understanding of
the Bible, God will give them understanding
… Pray for me. I know that there’ll be many
difficulties in front of me, but I know God
will fight for me. But your prayers also will
ease the problems in front of me. Also pray
for my family to see the light (and come to
faith in Christ).” Pray for Yusuf and many
like him who have found the love of Jesus

and have a desire to share that love with
those around them. Pray for wisdom in
how to share and with whom.

Day 13:
The Cost of Sharing
the Faith
An Ethiopian police officer was arrested,
dismissed, and forced to move to another
part of the country after he told colleagues
about his Christian faith. The 25-year-old
man, who grew up in Ethiopia’s eastern
Somali region as a member of the nearly
100 percent Muslim Somali tribe, became
a Christian two years ago.
Thank the Lord for this brother’s faith.
Pray that through these difficulties he
will grow deeper in his knowledge of
and love for Jesus.
Pray for God’s protection and provision
in all things spiritual and physical.

Day 14:
The Faith of an
Illiterate Herder
After his father was thrown out of their
community for his Christian faith, Hassan* received a sponsorship from a sympathizer to attend a good school far from
home. It is here that his own journey to
Christ started. “I did not realize that the
Lord was using my father to drive me
to Himself. . . . At the end of my eighth
grade, there was a desire for God in my
heart and I started comparing Islam and
Christianity. I saw that Islam is more
about rules, about do’s and don’ts, whereas
Christianity is about a person who came
and gave his life so that I could have life.”
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“My dad gave up his family, his relatives
and his community for this God of his .
. . This God enabled an illiterate herder
to cling to Him amidst persecution. No
matter how hard the situation was, how
rejected he felt, my father still clung to
Christ. And that was the life I wanted.
That was the God I wanted to believe in.
That is the kind of God I needed.”
Pray for more men like Hassan’s father
that, despite an inability to read and the
pressure and persecution of the community, will cling to the Lord.
Pray for more children to see their parents choosing to cling to Christ by faith
and as a result to seek to know Him for
themselves.

Day 15:
Seen as an Outsider
We continue to hear from Hassan* who
shares of the challenges Somali believers
face. “People told me that I had become
like my father. They told me, ‘You are a
kafir (infidel)! You don’t deserve to be
among us!’ I did not have any friends. I
was very lonely. I had no one to talk to.”
“I even found it hard to adapt to other
Christians who also saw me as an outsider. People wondered whether I was really a Christian. I felt bad and wondered
why people didn’t want me to be part of
them. Even today I struggle with this.”
“Although I want to tell the world that I
am a Christian, I don’t because I fear for
my life. But God makes it possible for
me to survive this isolation. When Jesus

died for humankind, He also died for
me. Now, when one door closes I know
another will open. When I lose something, I know I also gain something.”
Believers like Hassan desperately need
prayer.
Please pray for Somali believers everywhere. Pray that Somali believers will
stand strong in their faith and not be
swept away by waves of persecution. The
pressure on them is very intense.

Day 16:
The Persecution Continues
Upon finishing his schooling, Hassan*
moved back to his father’s town where
the two live and make ends meet through
menial labor. Things are not easy for
them, and the isolation continues. The
community still punishes his father for
his Christianity by refusing to engage in
business with him and forcing him to
travel far for supplies and provisions.
Praise the Lord for these Christian
brothers’ faith to press on despite the
hardship and persecution.
Pray that they will daily experience the
Lord’s presence and encouragement to
them as they live for Him despite hostility from their community.
Pray for the Lord’s continued provision
in their lives.

Day 17:
Conflict at the Border
The border between the Ethiopian So-

mali and Oromia region is more than
1000 km long, and minor and major
conflicts over grazing and other resources
(like oil) are common.
Pray for peace to prevail. Pray for wisdom
for the federal government as they deal
with the threat to stability.
Pray for the Lord’s protection over his children and that they would have the grace to
live out clear testimonies for Christ in the
midst of these circumstances.
Pray for the physical safety and provision
of Somalis who are affected by war, famine,
and other difficult physical conditions.

Day 18:
Community Interdependency
In the Somali culture, there is enormous
interdependency between families and
relatives. This is what holds the whole
community together. If one “escapes” (by
becoming a Christian), the family will not
give up on you. No matter what, they will
pursue you until you come back. Even
though they hate you, they want you to
come back. Your family is pressured with
questions, such as, “Why has your son or
daughter left . . .” They will do anything to
get you to come back—beat you, have you
arrested, tie you up, get the sheiks to pray
for you, etc. When you don’t give in, the
entire community will chase you out. It is
so hard to lose the people in your life that
you depend upon, people you have known
your entire life.
Pray that God would strengthen Somali believers who are persecuted for their

faith and that they would faithfully endure the trials and suffering for Christ’s
sake (Philippians 1:29).
Pray that Somali believers will know that
the Lord has not and will not abandoned
them (Deuteronomy 31:6).
Pray for the spread of the gospel through
Somali believers, asking God to give them
the courage to bear witness to the gospel as well as the words to say (Matthew
10:18-20).

Day 19:
Christ is Bringing Somalis In
The Somali people are more than 99%
Muslim. And although there is almost
no room for Christianity, Christ keeps
bringing people into His kingdom.
Pray for churches to be planted among
Somali believers so that they might
serve and experience fellowship with
one another.
Pray for pastors to be raised up who will
proclaim the gospel and shepherd God’s
people among the Somalis.

Day 20:
Messages over the Airwaves
For years there have been songs, poetry,
and preaching broadcasts in the Somali language. One ministry partner shares, “The
airwaves are one of the most effective ways
of reaching both believers and non-believers. Anyone can access it via shortwave (in
East Africa) and via the Internet everywhere else. All that is needed is a laptop,
microphone, equalizer, and your prayers!”
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Pray with us that many will continue to
hear the message of Christ and come to
faith in Him.
Pray that biblical content will be provided that helps strengthen the faith
of those who have already placed their
trust in God.

Day 21:
The Lord is With Me

helped me by bringing me into contact
with partners at the right time. Our vision is to reach the Somalis according
to their language and culture and plant
churches among them.”
Pray that the Lord will build a self-sufficient, indigenous, and contextualized
church among the Somali people in
East Africa.

“The Lord is on my side; I will not fear.
What can man do to me? The Lord is on my
side as my helper; I shall look in triumph
on those who hate me” (Psalm 118:6-7).

Pray that the people ministered to would
become deeply rooted in their faith, and
that they would take the initiative in ministering to their own people.

Pray for Somali believers to know the
truth of Psalm 118:6-7 personally and
to experience God’s presence in very real
ways, both through His protection and
provision.

Pray that these believers will remain
strong in the face of persecution.

Pray for those who see Somali believers
living out the peace that comes with
knowing that God is with them. Pray
that this witness would prompt them to
ask believers questions about the hope
that they have.

Day 22:
Gathering in Secret
Somewhere in East Africa a group of believers gather at a secret location. There
are not many assemblies like this one.
It is not that this would be completely
impossible without outside support, but
it would have been much harder to continue, founder Muktar* shares. “I was
exhausted and discouraged. I was trying
to fund my ministry myself, and had run
out of money. I believe it is God who

Day 23:
The Ones Who Have Been Sent
One Somali believer shares, “One day I
read a letter of a missionary asking people to pray for ministry workers among
Somali people and I thought: ‘This
prayer is for me! I am the one to minister
to Somalis.’”
Pray for the ministry leaders among the
Somalis in East Africa. Ask the Lord to
give them the wisdom and discernment
to know how to lead their fellowships.
Pray for these leaders to be “wise as serpents and innocent as doves” (Matthew
10:16). Pray that these leaders may
shine the light of Christ into the darkness of the lost around them.
Pray for the Lord to bring more leaders
to shepherd the Somalis in East Africa.

Day 24:
Dreams and Visions
Fitsum* is an energetic young man of
about 20. “As I grew up I did not believe
in God. And I used to be addicted to
drugs. After I lost my dad, I showed disrespect to everyone, including my mother who was a Christian. But one day I
had a dream about John 14:1, ‘Do not
let your hearts be troubled. You believe in
God; believe also in me,’ and realized that
I was in darkness. I went to church and
accepted Christ. From that day onwards,
my life was stable.”
Pray that God will continue to use
dreams and visions to point more Somalis
to Christ and to His gospel.
Pray for those who have these dreams
and visions to be connected to the right
people who can answer their questions
based on God’s Word.

Day 25:
Alone in the Storm
Birtukan* is a mother two. “I was in
a storm, especially when I got pregnant with my second child. I could
not tell my problems to anyone. One
day I planned to throw my newborn
into the ocean, but on my way to the
beach I met a Christian woman who
tried to preach to me. I told her, ‘I have
no home, I have no job, I have argued
with my husband . . . I am irritated;
please don’t talk to me now. I cannot
listen to your gospel now.’”
But the woman would not leave Birtu-

kan alone and brought her to a fellowship of believers. Since then, she has
become a follower of Christ, and the fellowship has been by her side and helped
her all the way. She loves studying the
Bible. “I did not think I would survive;
I used to drink, I used to smoke . . . It’s
Jesus that changed my whole life,” she
passionately explains. “This fellowship
has helped sustain my faith and has kept
me close to the Lord.”
Pray for Somali women like Birtukan
who are alone and in the storm. Pray
that God would lead them to interact
with Christian women who can love
them, encourage them, and tell them
about the peace that comes from knowing Christ (Philippians 4:6-7).
Pray for Somali believers to ask the
Lord to bring them into contact with
those who are open to the gospel.

Day 26:
Language and Culture
One ministry leader shares, “The Word
says in Revelation 5:9b-10 ‘By your
blood you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language and
people and nation, and you have made
them a kingdom and priests to our
God, and they shall reign on the earth.’
The vision is to reach the Somali according to their language and culture
and plant churches among them.”
Pray for Somalis of East Africa to be
reached with the love of Christ and the
truth of the gospel in their own language and culture.
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Pray that God would open the hearts
of many Somalis so that they might
turn from Islam and embrace the gospel
of Christ.

Day 27:
An Unreached People
With approximately 24 million Somalis spread throughout East Africa, and
a majority of them considered to be
unreached, having little or no access to
the gospel (less than 2% are evangelical
Christians), “. . . the harvest is plentiful,
but the laborers are few” (Matthew 9:37).
Pray for the Lord to work in miraculous
ways to reach the unreached and grow
the Somali church for His name’s sake.
Pray that believers from near and far
cultures would be sent to proclaim the
gospel among the unreached Somalis.

Day 28:
Gaining Safe Access
Somali believers have little to no access to Bibles or other gospel resources. Those who do have access must be
careful, as these resources would be
seen as evidence against them if they
were caught.
Pray for Bibles and gospel resources to
be made available to Somalis in a way
that is safe and secure and that does not
put them or their loved ones at risk.
Pray for Somali believers who cannot
get access to Christian resources to find
other ways of being encouraged in God’s
Word (i.e. messages sent by radio).

Day 29:
Life as a Refugee
Refugee camps are hard on everyone,
but it can be especially difficult for
Muslim Background Believers living
in close quarters with Muslims who
do not approve of their conversion. As
many Somalis are displaced and living
as refugees, whether in camps or elsewhere, they find themselves at odds
with many around them, which can
lead to conflict and danger.
Pray that God would protect Somali
refugees and that believers in this region would minister to their spiritual
and physical needs.
Pray Psalm 25:16-20 for Somali refugees:
	
“ Turn to me and be gracious to me,
for I am lonely and afflicted. The
troubles of my heart are enlarged;
bring me out of my distresses. Consider my affliction and my trouble
and forgive all my sins. Consider
how many are my foes, and with
what violent hatred they hate me.
Oh, guard my soul, and deliver me!
Let me not be put to shame, for I
take refuge in you.”

Day 30:
Hope for the Desperate
Refugee church leaders are often refugees
themselves, having walked through their
own stories of pain, persecution, and
risk to get to where they are. One leader
shares how he witnesses the heartaches
and challenges of those who continue
their search for freedom beyond Africa.

Had it not been for the grace of God, his
own faith would not have survived.
Pray for God’s grace to all those who
serve refugee communities.
Pray that the Lord will give them what
they need in order to bring hope to the
many who face great danger in their
search for freedom.

Day 31:
The Battle Does Not End Here
As we conclude our month of prayer, we
must remember that the battle does not
end here. Let us consider Paul’s closing
message to the church in Ephesus:
Finally, be strong in the Lord and
in the strength of his might. Put on
the whole armor of God, that you
may be able to stand against the
schemes of the devil. . . . praying at
all times in the Spirit with all prayer
and supplication. To that end, keep
alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints”
(Ephesians 6:10–11, 18).
Pray that Somali unbelievers will come
to know Christ. Many think Christianity is bad. Pray that they will see the
goodness of Christ.
Pray that Somali Christians will persevere in their suffering and find Christ
more precious as a result.
Pray that God will continue to grow His
church among the Somalis in East Africa.
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We’re banding together to provide vital gospel training to pastors in the region. Think
of the plethora of resources available to pastors in the United States—resources that
help you and me interpret and apply God’s Word. Somali pastors have none of them.
But all of that can change.
We can join with the global Church to “strengthen what remains and is about to die”
(Revelation 3:2) among Somalis in East Africa.
Our Goal = $175,000 for critical on-going pastor training. Give $3
or more to provide Somali pastors with resources and training they
desperately need to reach the hostile-to-Jesus areas of East Africa.

Give at radical.net/offering

