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PRAYING FOR THE UNREACHED
As a continuation of our prayer focus for Secret Church 20, we want to  
encourage you to keep praying for the unreached in the days ahead.  
That’s the goal of this Prayer Guide. We want our hearts to echo the  
words of the psalmist:
 
 Let the peoples praise you, O God;
  let all the peoples praise you! (Psalm 67:3)
 
The psalmist desires to see all the peoples praising God, and so should we. 
After all, Christ told us to “make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19). 
Sadly, there are many peoples and places that are still identified as  
unreached. As a reminder, we’re defining the term unreached as follows: 
 
  Unreached peoples and places are those among whom Christ is 

largely unknown and the church is relatively insufficient to make  
Christ known in its broader population without outside help.

 
Based on this definition, it’s not a stretch to say that making disciples and 
multiplying churches among the unreached is an urgent need. In fact, that’s 
why Radical is working among unreached peoples and places through  
URGENT. (To learn more about URGENT, go to radical.net/urgent.) 
 
For the purposes of this Prayer Guide, we’ve highlighted the twelve  
countries that you heard about during Secret Church 20.1 For each country, 
we have devoted three days of prayer based on (1) the government of that 
country, (2) the persecuted church in that country, and (3) the unreached 
peoples of that country. As we’ll see, there is often a direct correlation  
between these three areas. Unreached peoples often live under the rule  
of governments that are hostile toward followers of Christ and the spread  
of the gospel. 

_____________________________________
1Much of the information in this Prayer Guide was provided by Joshua Project (joshuaproject.
net), Open Doors (opendoorsusa.org), and Operation World (operationworld.org). See also 
the “Data Sources” listed for each country on Joshua Project’s website. For more general 
information pertaining to the governments of the countries in this Prayer Guide, sources  
used include (but are not limited to) Wikipedia (wikipedia.com), Encyclopedia Britannica 
(britannica.com), and The World Factbook (cia.gov). 

DAY 1



In preparation for the days ahead, read Psalm 67 (below) and ask the Lord 
to open your eyes and your heart to urgent needs among the nations. Let 
the three prayer suggestions below guide your time in prayer.
 

Psalm 67
May God be gracious to us and bless us
    and make his face to shine upon us,    Selah 
that your way may be known on earth,
    your saving power among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
    let all the peoples praise you!

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
    for you judge the peoples with equity
    and guide the nations upon earth.        Selah
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
    let all the peoples praise you!

The earth has yielded its increase;
    God, our God, shall bless us.
God shall bless us;
    let all the ends of the earth fear him!

•  Confess to God where you have been focused only on yourself 
instead of praying that His ways may be known on earth. Ask God 
to give you a greater desire for His glory above all else and for the 
spread of His gospel.  

•  Thank God for His grace to you in Christ and praise Him that you 
were given access to this saving message. Ask God to give you  
a willingness to respond to the mercy you’ve been shown by  
extending mercy to others. 

•  Pray that God would use the days ahead in order to begin (or  
continue) a consistent pattern of praying and living so that  
disciples might be made among the unreached. Ask Him to give 
you strength and wisdom through His Spirit and according to  
His Word. 



NORTH KOREA
Location: Eastern Asia, northern half of the  
Korean Peninsula bordering the Korea Bay and the 
Sea of Japan, between China and South Korea

Population: 25,355,000        

Largest Religion: Non-Religious (68.8%)

Language: Korean
 
Literacy Rate: 100%

Climate: temperate, with rainfall concentrated in 
summer; long, bitter winters 
 
Terrain: mostly hills and mountains separated by 
deep, narrow valleys; wide coastal plains in west, 
discontinuous in east     
 
Environment Issues: water pollution; inadequate 
supplies of potable water; waterborne disease;  
deforestation; soil erosion and degradation                



DAY 2

THE GOVERNMENT OF NORTH KOREA
North Korea’s leader, Kim Jong-un, wields absolute power over the country. 
The government, officially known as the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea (DPRK), is a single-party dictatorship and does not permit dissenting 
political or religious views. The official state ideology is known as Juche, or 
“national self-reliance.” 
 
The people of North Korea are afforded very few individual freedoms by 
the government, and many, including many Christians, are subjected to 
cruel labor camps for so-called crimes and threats against the government. 
The government targets Christians, in part through an intricate system  
of informants. Individuals suspected of following Christ are arrested,  
imprisoned, and sometimes killed.

 
Praying for the government of North Korea:
 
•  Pray for God to open the hearts of Kim Jong-un and other  

government leaders to acknowledge their guilt before God,  
to repent of their sins, and to put their trust in Jesus Christ. 

•  Pray that God would cause the North Korean government to  
look out for the good of its people, treating them with fairness  
and mercy. Pray that greater freedoms would make it easier for  
Christians to practice their faith and for all North Koreans to have 
access to the gospel. 

•  Jesus taught us to pray, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10). Ask God to overthrow the 
evil purposes and policies of Kim Jong-un and the North Korean  
government. Pray that their efforts to silence Christians and harm 
North Koreans would be unsuccessful and that God would cause  
their rule to come to an end.

 



DAY 3

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH IN NORTH KOREA
Persecution Rating: 1 

There is no country on earth where it is more dangerous to identify with 
Christ than in North Korea. This is why Open Doors consistently ranks North 
Korea #1 in its annual World Watch List. Any expression of Christianity is 
strictly forbidden, including owning or reading a Bible. 
 
Under the direction of Kim Jong-un, the North Korean government actively 
seeks out and ruthlessly punishes Christians. Christians must always be alert, 
as the government uses a wide-ranging network of informants, including 
family and friends, in its surveillance. Those who are caught face imprison-
ment, consignment to slave labor camps, and even death. Needless to say, 
the pressure to hide or abandon one’s faith is intense. 

 
Praying for the persecuted church in North Korea:

•  Ask God to strengthen the faith of North Korean Christians so that 
they will continue to follow Christ, regardless of the cost. Pray that 
God would give them hope and peace through the power of the  
Holy Spirit so that they might persevere in the midst of intense  
persecution and suffering.

•  Pray for the courageous witness of North Korean believers. Ask God  
to use their words and their willingness to suffer in order to spread 
the gospel message.

•  Pray that God would raise up pastors and churches in North Korea 
who will wisely and courageously build up God’s people under  
intense persecution. 



DAY 4

THE UNREACHED OF NORTH KOREA
People Groups: 5

Unreached People Groups: 2

Population in Unreached: 99.3%

Percentage Evangelical Christian: 1.57%

The government’s attempts to stamp out Christianity have not been  
successful, though persecution continues to present significant barriers to 
the spread of the gospel. In a country of over 25 million people, only 1.57% 
are estimated to be Evangelical Christians. About 99.3% of North Koreans 
are considered unreached, which means they have little or no access to the 
gospel. In terms of people groups, 2 of North Korea’s 5 people groups are 
considered unreached. 
 
“Access to ministry in North Korea is greater than commonly perceived. 
Foreign NGOs, both Korean and Western, are on site through aid and  
development projects. Strict limitations on ministry are in place, but the 
very presence of believers and the testimony of loving generosity can make 
a difference in many lives. There are possibly hundreds of Christians in 
North Korea in this capacity.” (Operation World)

 
Praying for the unreached of North Korea:

•  Pray that God would use the witness of North Korean Christians to spread 
the gospel among those who have never heard. Ask God to give His 
people compassion for their fellow citizens and love for their enemies.

•  Pray that gospel workers would be allowed to enter North Korea, and 
ask God to make gospel resources and copies of the Bible available 
for many people. Pray that these efforts would go unnoticed by the 
government.

•  Ask God to open the hearts of North Koreans to see their need for 
the gospel. Pray that they would see the error of what they have been 
taught by the government and be willing to embrace the truth about 
Jesus Christ.



AFGHANISTAN
Location: Southern Asia, north and west of  
Pakistan, east of Iran 

Population: 37,925,000        

Largest Religion: Islam (99.8%)

Languages: Afghan Persian or Dari (official) 77% 
(Dari functions as the lingua franca), Pashto  
(official) 48%, Uzbek 11%, English 6%, Turkmen 
3%, Urdu 3%, Pashayi 1%, Nuristani 1%, Arabic 
1%, Balochi 1% (2017 est.); Note: the Turkic  
languages Uzbek and Turkmen, as well as Balochi, 
Pashayi, Nuristani, and Pamiri, are the third official 
languages in areas where they are spoken by  
the majority 

Literacy Rate: 38.2%

Climate: arid to semiarid; cold winters and hot 
summers 

Terrain: mostly rugged mountains; plains in north 
and southwest       

Environment Issues: limited natural freshwater 
resources; inadequate supplies of potable water; 
soil degradation; overgrazing; deforestation (much 
of the remaining forests are being cut down for 
fuel and building materials); desertification; air and 
water pollution in overcrowded urban areas 



DAY 5

THE GOVERNMENT OF AFGHANISTAN
The government of Afghanistan is officially a presidential Islamic republic 
and its current president is Ashraf Ghani. However, parts of the country are 
largely under local rule due to the weakness of the central government and 
the various tribal and ethnic tensions. Prior to 2004, most of Afghanistan 
was ruled by the Taliban, a fundamentalist Islamic movement and military 
organization that strictly enforced Sharia law. The Taliban continues to  
control parts of the country and to challenge the government’s rule. 

It is illegal for an Afghani citizen to convert from Islam to another religion. 
According to Open Doors, Afghanistan is #2 on the World Watch List, and 
the situation does not seem to be improving: “The country is increasingly 
challenged by Islamic militants, the Taliban controls or contests more and 
more areas, and an ISIS-affiliated group also targets minorities.”

 
Praying for the government of Afghanistan:
 
•  Pray that President Ghani and the Afghani government would treat 

Christians and all Afghani citizens justly and allow the free exercise  
of religion. 

•  Pray that the message of the gospel would reach top-level  
government officials and that they would be converted to Christ.

•  Ask God to put a stop to the efforts of the government and the  
Taliban to intimidate and silence Christian citizens and Christian  
workers sent from other countries. 

 



DAY 6

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH IN AFGHANISTAN
Persecution Rating: 2 

Afghanistan is second to only North Korea in terms of countries where it 
is dangerous to profess Christ. The government forbids its citizens from 
converting to Christianity, while those who profess Christ face pressure on 
multiple fronts. 

Violence against Christians remains high, according to Open Doors, though 
the form of persecution may depend on one’s family. In addition to family, 
Afghani Christians face different levels of persecution from friends, neighbors, 
the Taliban, and ISIS. Those who profess Christ may be excluded from their 
families, sent to mental hospitals (for the purpose of returning to Islam), 
tortured, or even put to death.  

 
Praying for the persecuted church in Afghanistan:

•  Ask God to give Afghani Christians courage in the face of opposition. 
Pray that they will rest in the truth that nothing will separate them 
from God’s love in Christ (Romans 8:35–39).

•  Pray that small groups of believers would be able to gather in  
churches and that God would raise up faithful pastors to lead them.

•  Ask God to fill the persecuted church in Afghanistan with hope and 
peace as they look forward to Christ’s return. 



DAY 7

THE UNREACHED OF AFGHANISTAN
People Groups: 72

Unreached People Groups: 67

Population in Unreached: 99.9%

Percentage Evangelical Christian: 0.03%

Afghanistan is one of the least reached countries in the world. There  
are 48,000 mosques but not a single church building! Given the level  
of persecution in Afghanistan, it’s not a surprise that  the overwhelming 
majority––99.9%–– of Afghanis are considered unreached. 

In terms of people groups, 67 of 72 people groups are considered  
unreached. Only 0.03% are identified as Evangelical Christians, while  
99.8% identify as Muslim. The strong connection to Islam and the various 
forms of persecution continue to make Afghanistan one of the most  
difficult places on earth to make the gospel known.

 
Praying for the unreached of Afghanistan:

•  Pray that the unreached in Afghanistan would see the error and futility of 
Islam and that God would be preparing their hearts to receive the gospel.

•  Ask God to open doors for Afghani Christians to share the gospel with 
their family, friends, and neighbors. Pray that the Holy Spirit would use 
their words to bring conviction over sin and faith in Christ.

•  Pray that God would provide a full translation of Scripture for the different 
languages of the people groups in Afghanistan and that literate Afghani 
Christians would be able to use these translations to evangelize and 
teach others.



SOMALIA
Location: Eastern Africa, bordering the Gulf of 
Aden and the Indian Ocean, east of Ethiopia 

Population: 15,322,000        

Largest Religion: Islam (99.6%)

Languages: Somali (official, according to the  
2012 Transitional Federal Charter), Arabic  
(official, according to the 2012 Transitional  
Federal Charter), Italian, English  

Literacy Rate: 37.8%

Climate: principally desert; northeast monsoon 
(December to February), moderate temperatures 
in north and hot in south; southwest monsoon 
(May to October), torrid in the north and hot in 
the south, irregular rainfall, hot and humid periods 
(tangambili) between monsoons 

Terrain: mostly flat to undulating plateau rising to 
hills in north       

Environment Issues: water scarcity; contaminated 
water contributes to human health problems;  
improper waste disposal; deforestation; land  
degradation; overgrazing; soil erosion;  
desertification 



DAY 8

THE GOVERNMENT OF SOMALIA
Somalia is a federal parliamentary republic, and the country continues to be 
in turmoil due to civil war, tribalism, and violent Islamic militancy. Its presi-
dent, currently Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed (also known as “Farmaajo”), 
is the head of the state and the commander of Somalia’s military, while its 
prime minister, currently Hassan Ali Khaire, is head of the government.

Due to years of civil war and the relatively new central government, Somalia 
has been labeled a “fragile state.” The presence of various militant groups 
as well as the extreme physical conditions, including famine, make for a 
particularly unstable context for all Somalis, particularly Christians.

 
Praying for the government of Somalia:
 
•  Pray for the end of war, violence, and famine in Somalia. Ask God to 

bring peaceful conditions for the spread of the gospel and the good 
of the people.

•  Pray that President Mohamed and Prime Minister Khaire would 
govern the nation with justice and with wisdom. Pray that their hearts 
might be opened to the gospel of Jesus Christ.

•  Pray that the government would allow churches to meet and that 
attempts to intimidate churches, whether by militant groups or the 
government itself, would be thwarted.

 



DAY 9

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH IN SOMALIA
Persecution Rating: 3 

The situation in Somalia has only gotten worse in recent years for Christians, 
as the country is currently ranked #3 on the World Watch List. Open Doors 
notes, “In every sphere of life––private, family, community, and national––
being exposed as a convert to Christianity means life-threatening danger, 
often leading to on-the-spot execution.”

Islamic militants, including groups like Al Shabab, make life especially  
difficult on Christians. Those who identify as Christians must keep a very  
low profile, as they become targets once they convert from Islam to  
Christianity. Nevertheless, there are reports of Somalis coming to faith  
in Jesus in some extraordinary ways.

   
Praying for the persecuted church in Somalia:

•  First Thessalonians 5:23–24 says that God is faithful to sanctify His 
people completely. Pray that He would do this for Somali Christians, 
causing them to endure amidst hardship.

•  Pray that God would provide faithful pastors and churches in order 
to strengthen persecuted Somali Christians. Ask God to give Somali 
Christians extraordinary courage to share the gospel by the power of 
His Spirit.

•  Ask God to convert violent Islamic groups to Christ or otherwise 
bring justice in light of their evil actions.



DAY 10

THE UNREACHED OF SOMALIA
People Groups: 22

Unreached People Groups: 20

Population in Unreached: 99.9%

Percentage Evangelical Christian: 0.01%

In 1972 Somali institutions were nationalized by a Marxist regime, which 
forced Christian missions efforts to cease. Today most Somalis assume that 
to be Somali is to be a Muslim. Only 0.01% of the population is Evangelical 
Christian (estimated to be in the hundreds), while 99.9% is identified as 
unreached. 

Because converting to Christ can mean a death sentence for Somalis, or 
at the very least rejection by one’s family and community, there are few 
Somalis who identify openly as Christians or share their faith. Violence and 
intimidation hinder the spread of the gospel, and it is very difficult for  
outside workers to bring the gospel to this spiritually needy nation. 

   
Praying for the unreached of Somalia:

•  Pray for God to open doors––through the government, physical  
conditions, etc.––for gospel workers to be given access to Somalis. 
Ask Him to give believers in neighboring countries a heart for the 
unreached of Somalia.

•  Pray that the apostle Paul’s report about Thessalonian believers  
would be true of Somali Muslims: “. . . you turned from idols to  
serve the living and true God” (1 Thessalonians 1:9). 

•  Ask God to provide avenues for Somalis to hear and read biblical 
teaching. Pray that many more Somalis would be given access to  
the gospel.



YEMEN
Location: Middle East, bordering the Arabian Sea, 
Gulf of Aden, and Red Sea, between Oman and 
Saudi Arabia 

Population: 28,999,000        

Largest Religion: Islam (99.6%)

Languages: Arabic (official); Note: a distinct 
Socotri language is widely used on Socotra Island 
and Archipelago; Mahri is still fairly widely spoken 
in eastern Yemen  

Literacy Rate: 70.1%

Climate: mostly desert; hot and humid along west 
coast; temperate in western mountains affected by 
seasonal monsoon; extraordinarily hot, dry, harsh 
desert in east 

Terrain: narrow coastal plain backed by flat-
topped hills and rugged mountains; dissected  
upland desert plains in center slope into the 
desert interior of the Arabian Peninsula        

Environment Issues: limited natural freshwater 
resources; inadequate supplies of potable water; 
overgrazing; soil erosion; desertification



DAY 11

THE GOVERNMENT OF YEMEN
Yemen has been embroiled in conflict and fighting for nearly a decade, and 
its government is currently in transition. The chief of state is President Abd 
Rabuh Mansur HADI and the prime minister is Maeen Abd al-Malik SAEED. 
Yemen is a strongly Islamic nation in which conversion to Christianity often 
leads to persecution from the government.

Yemen’s latest civil war began near the end of 2017 and has led to  
thousands of deaths and contributed to a severe famine affecting an  
estimated 17 million people. In addition, a massive cholera outbreak has  
resulted from the lack of clean drinking water. According to Operation 
World, “Attempts to alleviate poor health care, low levels of education  
and economic underdevelopment are all undermined by widespread  
corruption.” Sadly, almost 40% of the national economy is involved in  
farming qat, a mild narcotic that has negatively affected families,  
economic production, and the country as a whole.

   
Praying for the government of Yemen:
 
•  God’s goodness extends even to those who hate Him, for He “makes 

his sun rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the just and 
on the unjust” (Matthew 5:45). Ask God to bring an end to war and 
famine in Yemen.

•  Pray that God would bring in new government leaders who would 
allow Christians to gather and to proclaim the gospel. 

•  Pray that Yemen’s government would institute policies for the good 
of all citizens and that Christians and other non-Muslims would be 
treated justly.

 



DAY 12

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH IN YEMEN
Persecution Rating: 8 

Few countries are more difficult and dangerous for followers of Christ than 
Yemen. In addition to the government’s official persecution measures, the 
chaos of the civil war has allowed radical Islamic groups to target Christians 
and churches and threaten them with death.

Churches cannot meet openly and converting from Islam is forbidden.  
The relatively few Yemenis who do identify with Christ come from a Muslim 
background and therefore face pressure from their families and communities. 
They risk being divorced by their spouses, losing custody of their children, 
and being put to death for their faith. Even the humanitarian crisis can pose 
unique difficulties for Yemeni Christians since emergency relief may come 
through Islamic organizations and local mosques.

   
Praying for the persecuted church in Yemen:

•  Pray that the Lord would help Yemeni followers of Christ to  
remember that their afflictions are preparing for them “an eternal 
weight of glory beyond all comparison” (2 Corinthians 4:17).

•  Ask God to raise up pastors who will build up Yemini Christians 
through the preaching and teaching of God’s Word. 

•  Pray that God would provide for the physical needs of Yemeni  
Christians and that efforts to harm and intimidate them would  
be unsuccessful. 



DAY 13

THE UNREACHED OF YEMEN
People Groups: 29

Unreached People Groups: 20

Population in Unreached: 99.6%

Percentage Evangelical Christian: 0.03%

Christianity once had a strong presence in Yemen, but it was almost  
completely wiped out by the 7th Century Muslim conquest (Open Doors). 
Today Yemenis are considered to be Muslim by birth, and even if they do 
hear the gospel, there is great pressure not to convert to Christianity. 

In addition to violent persecution against Christians, physical hardships, 
such as war and famine, make it extremely difficult for gospel workers 
from outside of Yemen to serve in the country. With only 0.03% of Yeminis 
considered to be Evangelical Christians and an estimated 99.6% of Yemenis 
considered to be unreached, reaching Yemen with the gospel remains an 
urgent need.

   
Praying for the unreached of Yemen:

•  Ask God to orchestrate physical conditions and political conditions 
such that gospel workers might gain access to this spiritually  
impoverished land.

•  Pray for God to use the hardships Yemenis are now facing to cause 
them to consider their need for the one true God. Pray that many of 
them would, by God’s mercy, hear the gospel and respond in faith.

•  Pray for the spread of the gospel through persecuted believers in 
Yemen. Ask God to use their willingness to suffer as a testimony to 
Christ’s worth and truthfulness.



IRAN
Location: Middle East, bordering the Gulf of 
Oman, the Persian Gulf, and the Caspian Sea,  
between Iraq and Pakistan  

Population: 82,841,000        

Largest Religion: Islam (98.0%)

Languages: Persian (official), Azeri Turkic and  
Turkic dialects, Kurdish, Gilaki and Mazandarani, 
Luri, Balochi, Arabic  

Literacy Rate: 85.5%

Climate: mostly arid or semiarid, subtropical along 
Caspian coast  

Terrain: rugged, mountainous rim; high, central 
basin with deserts, mountains; small, discontinuous 
plains along both coasts        

Environment Issues: air pollution, especially in 
urban areas, from vehicle emissions, refinery  
operations, and industrial effluents; deforestation; 
overgrazing; desertification; oil pollution in the  
Persian Gulf; wetland losses from drought; soil 
degradation (salination); inadequate supplies of  
potable water; water pollution from raw sewage  
and industrial waste; urbanization                         



DAY 14

THE GOVERNMENT OF IRAN
As a theocratic government, Iran is governed by Islamic law. Ali Khamenei 
serves as the Supreme Leader of Iran, and he has served in this role since 
1989. Khamenei has the final say in decisions concerning economics, the 
military, the media, etc.

Iran has a poor human rights record. In terms of its relationship to Christians, 
the Iranian government remains hostile. The rights and vocational  
opportunities of Christians are restricted, and it is illegal for Christians to 
evangelize, produce Chrisitan literature, or hold church services in Farsi.

   
Praying for the government of Iran:
 
•  Pray that Ali Khamenei and the rest of the government would  

govern in a way that respects the basic rights and needs of the  
Iranian citizens. 

•  Ask God to open the hearts of members of the Iranian government 
to the gospel. Pray that their confidence in Islam would be  
undermined and that they would fear the only true God.

•  Pray that restrictions on Christians and churches would be lifted  
so that the gospel might be more easily spread.

 



DAY 15

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH IN IRAN
Persecution Rating: 9 

Living in an Islamic republic in which it is illegal to share the gospel makes life 
particularly difficult for Iranian Christians and churches. Converts from Islam 
are pressured to return to their faith and may face extreme persecution, 
including long prison sentences. Churches in Iran are forced to keep a low 
profile, and as Open Doors notes, they are under constant pressure:

Secret house churches are monitored and frequently raided, and dozens 
of Christians are imprisoned in appalling conditions. Christians from  
Armenian and Assyrian churches are allowed to practice their faith  
openly, but they still face discrimination, and it is illegal for them to  
share the gospel with Muslims.

The Iranian government continues to imprison Christians and to raid and 
shut down house churches. In addition to intimidation, the government may 
also pressure Christians by publicly humiliating their families. 

   
Praying for the persecuted church in Iran:

•  Pray that Iranian believers would endure as they look to Jesus, the 
“founder and perfecter of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2). Pray that they 
would follow Christ’s example in suffering and that they would rest in 
the salvation He provides through His death and resurrection.

•  Ask God to sustain the faith of believers who are now suffering in 
prison. Pray that God would comfort them with the promises of His 
presence and His future reward.

•  Pray for God’s justice to be carried out in relation to the Iranian  
government’s opposition and cruelty toward Christians.



DAY 16

THE UNREACHED OF IRAN
People Groups: 95

Unreached People Groups: 85

Population in Unreached: 99.6%

Percentage Evangelical Christian: 0.95%

In a country dominated by Muslims and Islamic rule, the overwhelming 
majority of Iranians still have little or no access to the gospel (99.6%). Yet, 
according to Operation World, most of the 4 million Iranians scattered in 
other countries (the diaspora) have found refuge in the USA, Canada,  
Western Europe, Turkey, Gulf States, and other lands––places where they 
can be evangelized. However, Western countries are making it harder for 
Iranians to immigrate.

“With nearly two-thirds of the population under age 30, with disillusionment 
at an all-time high and with frustrated desires for freedom, there is a unique 
window of opportunity to impact this generation with the liberating good 
news about Jesus. Political, economic and social frustrations are often  
expressed in resentment against the regime and in increasing hedonism 
and materialism. . . . Already, much of the underground church is made up 
of this younger generation.” (Operation World)

   
Praying for the unreached of Iran:

•  Pray that many disillusioned young people in Iran would find true  
satisfaction and salvation in Christ.

•  Pray that Iranians who now live in other countries would be exposed  
to the gospel and take this message back to their people.

•  There are currently unprecedented opportunities to spread the gospel 
through TV, internet, etc. Pray that biblical resources would be made 
available to many Iranians and that the government would not be able 
to stop such efforts.



INDIA
Location: Southern Asia, bordering the Arabian 
Sea and the Bay of Bengal, between Burma and 
Pakistan  

Population: 1,360,308,000        

Largest Religion: Hinduism (80.9%)

Languages: Hindi 43.6%, Bengali 8%, Marathi 
6.9%, Telugu 6.7%, Tamil 5.7%, Gujarati 4.6%, 
Urdu 4.2%, Kannada 3.6%, Odia 3.1%, Malayalam 
2.9%, Punjabi 2.7%, Assamese 1.3%, Maithili 1.1%, 
other 5.6% (2011 est.)  

Literacy Rate: 71.2%

Climate: varies from tropical monsoon in south to 
temperate in north  

Terrain: upland plain (Deccan Plateau) in south,  
flat to rolling plain along the Ganges, deserts in 
west, Himalayas in north        

Environment Issues: deforestation; soil erosion; 
overgrazing; desertification; air pollution  
from industrial effluents and vehicle emissions; 
water pollution from raw sewage and runoff of 
agricultural pesticides; tap water is not potable 
throughout the country; huge and growing  
population is overstraining natural resources; 
preservation and quality of forests; biodiversity 



DAY 17

THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
India is a federal parliamentary republic and is the most populous  
democracy on earth. The current president is Ram Nath Kovind, and the 
prime minister, who acts as head of the executive branch, is Narendra 
Modi. Modi is a member of the Bharatiya Janata Party and he holds strong 
Hindu nationalist beliefs. 

Since Prime Minister Modi began serving in 2014, persecution against 
Christians has been on the rise. Some states have adopted anti-conversion 
laws, and attacks on Christians by Hindu nationalists often go unpunished.

   
Praying for the government of India:
 
•  Pray that Prime Minister Modi and the entire Indian government 

would treat Christians and all Indian citizens justly. 

•  Ask God to expose the error of Hinduism and to open the hearts of 
government leaders to the truth about Jesus Christ.

•  Pray that God would remove government leaders who are actively 
seeking to stop the spread of the gospel. Pray that the government 
would provide an environment in which Christians may freely gather 
and freely share the gospel.



DAY 18

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH IN INDIA
Persecution Rating: 10 

Christians and churches in India face extreme persecution from Hindu  
radicals. Individuals who convert from Hinduism to Christianity face pressure 
from family members, local communities, and Hindu nationalist parties.  
Campaigns known as Ghar wapsi (“homecoming”) are used to pressure 
Christians, and converts may be physically assaulted or even killed. 

Anti-conversion laws make it difficult and costly for Christians to share their 
faith. Prime Minister Modi’s own party wants to extend such laws across the 
country. Sadly, the government often takes no action when churches are 
harrassed and Christians are persecuted. India is currently listed as #10 on 
the World Watch List. 

   
Praying for the persecuted church in India:

•  Pray that Indian citizens who convert from Hinduism to Christianity 
would count Christ worthy of suffering and opposition. Ask God to 
fill their minds and hearts with the hope of Christ’s return and their 
resurrection on the last day.

•  Ask God to strengthen the faith of Christians in India by His Spirit. 
Pray that they would continue to meet for the purposes expressed in 
Hebrews 10:24–25: “And let us consider how to stir up one another 
to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you 
see the Day drawing near.”

•  Pray for healthy churches and faithful pastors to flourish in India.



DAY 19

THE UNREACHED OF INDIA
People Groups: 2,605

Unreached People Groups: 2,330

Population in Unreached: 95.6%

Percentage Evangelical Christian: Unknown

India represents a massive region of urgent spiritual need. In a country  
of over 1.3 billion citizens, almost 96% of India’s citizens are considered 
unreached. In terms of people groups, 2,330 of India’s 2,605 people groups 
have little or no access to the gospel. Over 80% of Indians identify as  
Hindu, while the number of Evangelical Christians is unknown.   

According to Operation World, “Training Christian workers is an important  
need that is immediately urgent and essential in the long term. The life and 
health of the church in India depends on the proper development of pastors, 
teachers, evangelists, and missionaries. Poor discipling and a lack of teaching  
and modeling from church leaders is a serious problem. India’s strong  
philosophical tradition and its religious, cultural, and ethnic diversity make 
adequate training particularly crucial, but most workers are sent out with 
inadequate preparation for their ministry context. There are over 100,000 
full-time workers in India, and about half of them are pastoring local churches. 
There is, on average, one trained pastor for every six congregations.”   

   
Praying for the unreached of India:

•  Pray that God would open the minds of many unbelievers in India who 
“by their unrighteousness suppress the truth” (Romans 1:18). Ask God 
to draw many people to Himself through the faithful witness of churches 
in India.

•  Pray that Indian pastors and other gospel workers would receive 
adequate training and that they would be compelled to reach out to 
people groups in India that have no access to the gospel.

•  Ask God to make Scripture and gospel resources available to more 
and more citizens of India. Pray that avenues such as TV, radio, inter-
net, etc., would be used to make Christ known.



SYRIA
Location: Middle East, bordering the Mediterranean 
Sea, between Lebanon and Turkey      

Population: 16,871,000        

Largest Religion: Islam (89.4%)

Languages: Arabic (official), Kurdish, Armenian, 
Aramaic, Circassian, French, English  

Literacy Rate: 86.4% 

Climate: mostly desert; hot, dry, sunny summers 
(June to August) and mild, rainy winters (December 
to February) along coast; cold weather with snow 
or sleet periodically in Damascus    

Terrain: primarily semiarid and desert plateau; 
narrow coastal plain; mountains in west        

Environment Issues: deforestation; overgrazing; 
soil erosion; desertification; depletion of water 
resources; water pollution from raw sewage and 
petroleum refining wastes; inadequate potable 
water



DAY 20

THE GOVERNMENT OF SYRIA
Officially a presidential republic, Syria has been under the authoritarian  
regime of President Bashar al-Assad since 2000. The president, who must 
be a Muslim, is elected by the Arab Socialist Ba’th party. Most of the  
political power in Syria is exercised by the Ba‘th party.

Al-Assad is known as one of the most ruthless leaders in the world, and 
under his reign Syria has been devastated by uprisings and civil war. He 
has even used chemical warfare on his own people. Tensions and fighting 
in Syria have led to a massive refugee crisis. The last decade also saw the 
emergence of the extremist Islamic group ISIL in parts of Syria. Despite 
pressure from the U.S. and other countries, al-Assad has managed to retain  
and, at times, increase his power in the country.

   
Praying for the government of Syria:
 
•  Pray that God would remove al-Assad from power and give Syria a 

government that rules for the good of the people.

•  For the sake of the spread of the gospel and for the safety of the 
Syrian people, pray for the end of fighting in Syria.

•  Ask God to bring salvation to some who are in the government of 
Syria. Pray that the gospel would reach influential members of the 
Ba‘th party.



DAY 21

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH IN SYRIA
Persecution Rating: 11 

Between uprisings, civil war, and extremist Islamic groups, Syria continues to 
be a dangerous place for followers of Christ. Leaders of historical churches 
are targeted for abduction, and most historic churches have been destroyed 
in areas controlled by extremist Islamic groups. These extremist groups  
prohibit public expressions of the Christian faith. 

According to Open Doors, “Christians who converted from Islam are often 
put under pressure by their family, as conversion brings great dishonor to 
the family. This is particularly true in majority Sunni areas, where converts risk 
being expelled from their family homes or worse. Pressure from the family is 
somewhat less intense in Kurdish areas, as the Kurdish Sunnis are generally 
less radical.” 

   
Praying for the persecuted church in Syria:

•  Pray that church leaders would not be dissuaded from proclaiming 
the gospel. Ask God to give them confidence in His Word and in the 
eternal importance of leading God’s people.

•  Ask the Lord to give grace to Syrian Christians in the face of  
persecution. Pray that they would find comfort in promises of future 
grace, such as 1 Peter 5:10: “. . . after you have suffered a little while, 
the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, 
will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.”

•  Pray for Christians who have been displaced by war and persecution 
to find fellowship with other believers. Pray that God would sustain 
them by His Word and by His Spirit.



DAY 22

THE UNREACHED OF SYRIA
People Groups: 38

Unreached People Groups: 19

Population in Unreached: 32.1%

Percentage Evangelical Christian: 0.19%

While it is estimated that more than two-thirds of the Syrian population has 
access to the gospel––a relatively high number in this part of the world––
many parts of Syria remain difficult places for the gospel to spread due to 
violence and the presence of extremist groups. Half of Syria’s people groups 
still remain unreached.

Syria has been home to those who identify as Christians for many centuries, 
primarily in the Orthodox and Catholic traditions. However, only 0.19% of 
Syrians identify as Evangelical Christians. Few of these reside in rural regions 
of the country. There is still a great need for Syrian Christians to proclaim the 
gospel to unreached people groups around them, including those who are 
hostile toward the gospel.

   
Praying for the unreached of Syria:

•  Pray that the warfare and violence in Syria would leave people  
disillusioned with Islam. Ask God to help Syrians see their need for 
Jesus in light of the uncertainty and brevity of life.

•  Pray that Syrian refugees from unreached people groups would  
be reached with the gospel. Ask God to put them in contact with 
churches and Christians in countries around the world.

•  Pray for churches and Christians in Syria to be compelled by the  
grace of God to take the gospel to unreached peoples within their 
own country.



IRAQ
Location: Middle East, bordering the Persian Gulf, 
between Iran and Kuwait      

Population: 38,737,000         

Largest Religion: Islam (95.7%)

Languages: Arabic (official), Kurdish (official), Turkmen 
(a Turkish dialect), Syriac (Neo-Aramaic), and Armenian 
are official in areas where native speakers of these  
languages constitute a majority of the population  

Literacy Rate: 79.7% 

Climate: mostly desert; mild to cool winters with 
dry, hot, cloudless summers; northern mountainous 
regions along Iranian and Turkish borders experience 
cold winters with occasionally heavy snows that melt 
in early spring, sometimes causing extensive flooding 
in central and southern Iraq    

Terrain: mostly broad plains; reedy marshes along  
Iranian border in south with large flooded areas; 
mountains along borders with Iran and Turkey        

Environment Issues: government water control  
projects drained most of the inhabited marsh areas 
east of An Nasiriyah by drying up or diverting the 
feeder streams and rivers; a once sizable population 
of Marsh Arabs, who inhabited these areas for  
thousands of years, has been displaced; furthermore, 
the destruction of the natural habitat poses serious 
threats to the area’s wildlife populations; inadequate  
supplies of potable water; soil degradation (salination)  
and erosion; desertification; military and industrial  
infrastructure has released heavy metals and other 
hazardous substances into the air, soil, and ground-
water; major sources of environmental damage are 
effluents from oil refineries, factory and sewage  
discharges into rivers, fertilizer and chemical  
contamination of the soil, and industrial air pollution 
in urban areas



DAY 23

THE GOVERNMENT OF IRAQ
Iraq’s government is an Islamic federal parliamentary republic in which a 
Prime Minister exercises executive authority over the general policy of the 
state as well as over the military. Leadership in Iraq has changed hands 
multiple times since the country’s longtime and brutal dictator, Sadaam 
Hussein, was deposed in 2003. 

More recently, the terrorist group ISIS threatened and killed many Chris-
tians in Iraq. While ISIS no longer controls as much territory in Iraq, Chris-
tians still find themselves in an unstable and often dangerous situation. In 
addition to government discrimination, Christians are persecuted by Shia 
militias who helped drive out ISIS.

   
Praying for the government of Iraq:
 
•  Pray for stability within the government of Iraq and for leaders who 

will seek to protect and care for all Iraqi citizens.

•  Pray that the government would put down the efforts of ISIS as well 
as other terrorist groups and militias who threaten Christians and 
other Iraqi citizens. 

•  Ask God to convert government leaders to Christ. Pray that they 
would be willing to turn from Islam and confess Christ as Lord.  
“Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh. Is anything too hard  
for me?” (Jeremiah 32:27)



DAY 24

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH IN IRAQ
Persecution Rating: 15 

While fewer Iraqi Christians have been persecuted in the last few years, the 
country remains one of the most dangerous in the world for followers of 
Christ. ISIS’s reign of terror drastically reduced the number of Christians in 
Iraq, while some of those remaining are still dealing with the related trauma. 
Persecution also comes from Shia militias who seek to intimidate Christians.

Christians who convert from Muslim backgrounds face considerable pressure 
due to the tribal nature of Iraqi culture. Converts may lose inheritance rights 
as well as the right or means to marry. In central and southern Iraq, Christians 
often keep a low profile in order to avoid harassment and discrimination. In 
terms of the makeup of the Christian community, the majority are in the Cath-
olic-linked Chaldean Church. Other traditions include the Assyrian Church of 
the East, Syriac Orthodox, Armenian Apostolic, Protestant denominations, 
and even a Muslim-background believers’ network.

   
Praying for the persecuted church in Iraq:

•  Pray that God would bring peace and comfort to those who have 
been traumatized by ISIS, militias, and other groups. Ask God to give 
them rest and strength through His Spirit.

•  Pray according to Psalm 27:1, asking God to give Iraqi Christians 
boldness in their faith and witness: “The Lord is my light and my 
salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of 
whom shall I be afraid?”

•  Pray for unity among the different groups of Iraqi believers. Pray that 
they might encourage one another to persevere through trials. 



DAY 25

THE UNREACHED OF IRAQ
People Groups: 35

Unreached People Groups: 25

Population in Unreached: 98%

Percentage Evangelical Christian: 0.20%

Sadly, in a country that is 98% unreached, the church is fragmented  
denominationally, ethnically, and politically. Many Christians are afraid  
to reach out to the Muslim majority, though many Muslims have been  
influenced by the compassion of Christians. 

Evangelicals make up only 0.20% of the population, though they are  
growing at an unprecedented rate. Many Iraqis are converting from  
Muslim and extremist backgrounds. However, the number of Christians is 
still well below the pre-ISIS period. The political instability, violence, and 
heavy Muslim influence continues to make Iraq a difficult place to reach  
with the gospel.

   
Praying for the unreached of Iraq:

•  Ask God to open the hearts of Iraqis to the gospel of Jesus Christ, just 
like He did for Lydia in Acts 16:14: “The Lord opened her heart to pay 
attention to what was said by Paul.”

•  Pray that Christians from inside and outside of Iraq would be intentional 
about taking the gospel to Iraqis. Ask God to use TV, internet, and 
other avenues to expose Iraqis to the Word of God. 

•  Pray that Iraqi pastors would urge their people to share the gospel 
with those who have never heard, despite the cost.



LAOS
Location: Southeastern Asia, northeast of Thailand, 
west of Vietnam   

Population: 7,100,000        

Largest Religion: Buddhism (60.1%)

Languages: Lao (official), French, English, various 
ethnic languages  

Literacy Rate: 84.7% 

Climate: tropical monsoon; rainy season (May to 
November); dry season (December to April)     

Terrain: mostly rugged mountains; some plains 
and plateaus     

Environment Issues: unexploded ordnance;  
deforestation; soil erosion; loss of biodiversity; 
water pollution, most of the population does  
not have access to potable water



DAY 26

THE GOVERNMENT OF LAOS
After officially gaining independence from France in 1953, the nation  
now known as Laos became embroiled in a civil war. It emerged as a  
communist country in 1975 following the Vietnam War and was dependent 
on the Soviet Union until the latter’s dissolution in 1991. 

Today Laos is still a communist state in which the only recognized party is 
the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party (LPRP). The government controls all 
aspects of religious life.  President Bounnhang Vorachith holds ultimate 
power over the state and its government, while Prime Minister Thongloun 
Sisoulith serves as the head of government. These positions are selected 
from among a committee of high-ranking party members who determine 
the government’s policies. 

   
Praying for the government of Laos:
 
•  Proverbs 29:2 says that “when the wicked rule, the people groan.” 

Ask God to raise up leaders in Laos who will govern justly and for the 
good of the people. 

•  Pray that God would remove or bring about change in the communist 
party of Laos so that churches might freely gather and proclaim the 
gospel.

•  Ask God to bring government leaders to repentance and faith in 
Jesus Christ. 



DAY 27

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH IN LAOS
Persecution Rating: 19 

Government laws make it difficult for church buildings to be built and for 
churches to gather. According to Open Doors, even most (75%) of the 
government-approved Lao Evangelical Church congregations are forced to 
meet in homes rather than permanent church buildings. Current laws require 
Christians to register places of worship and ministers with the government.

The government views Christianity as a foreign influence and therefore a 
threat, and so it attempts to hinder conversion to Christianity. Individuals  
who convert from Buddhism or tribal animist beliefs to Christianity are 
viewed as betraying their families and communities. Some Christians have 
been physically assaulted after being kicked out of their homes. Followers of 
Christ are viewed with suspicion, and local authorities may make life difficult 
for them.

   
Praying for the persecuted church in Laos:

•  Pray that churches would be able to gather weekly for worship and 
be built up by God’s Word. Ask God to strengthen house church 
leaders and their confidence in His Word.

•  Matthew 5:10 says, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Ask God 
to give Christians in Laos faith, hope, and endurance as they call to 
mind biblical promises about God’s grace toward those who suffer 
for Christ’s name. 

•  Ask God to thwart the efforts of the government to prevent Christian 
conversions. Pray that the Holy Spirit would work mightily through 
believers as they proclaim the gospel.



DAY 28

THE UNREACHED OF LAOS
People Groups: 128

Unreached People Groups: 109

Population in Unreached: 78.7%

Percentage Evangelical Christian: 2.47%

With over 78% of the population still identified as unreached, there is still a 
great need for the gospel to be proclaimed and churches to be planted in 
Laos. In addition, translations of Scripture are still needed for some people 
groups in the country. 

The communist government and the traditional family, communal, and  
religious ties of individuals continue to be barriers to the spread of the  
gospel. Gratefully, the Evangelical Growth Rate of 6.8% is over twice that  
of the global average. The small percentage of Evangelical Christians 
(2.47%) must rely on God’s Spirit to bear fruit through their proclamation  
of the gospel. 

   
Praying for the unreached of Laos:

•  The apostle Paul says in 2 Corinthians 4:6 that God shines into the 
blind hearts of unbelievers in order to give them “the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” Pray that 
He would do this for many in Laos.

•  Ask God to embolden house churches who are fearful of the govern-
ment’s opposition. Pray that they would have wisdom and courage as 
they seek to bear witness to Christ.

•  Pray that the Lord would send more workers to Laos. Ask Him to 
open up job opportunities for those who desire to see disciples made 
among the unreached in Laos.



NEPAL
Location: Southern Asia, between China and India   

Population: 28,495,000        

Largest Religion: Hinduism (84.0%)

Languages: Nepali (official) 44.6%, Maithali 11.7%, 
Bhojpuri 6%, Tharu 5.8%, Tamang 5.1%, Newar 
3.2%, Bajjika 3%, Magar 3%, Doteli 3%, Urdu 
2.6%, Avadhi 1.9%, Limbu 1.3%, Gurung 1.2%, 
Baitadeli 1%, other 6.4%, unspecified 0.2% (2011 
est.); Note: 123 languages reported as mother 
tongue in 2011 national census; many in  
government and business also speak English  

Literacy Rate: 63.9% 

Climate: varies from cool summers and severe 
winters in north to subtropical summers and mild 
winters in south      

Terrain: Tarai or flat river plain of the Ganges in 
south; central hill region with rugged Himalayas  
in north     

Environment Issues: deforestation (overuse of 
wood for fuel and lack of alternatives); forest  
degradation; soil erosion; contaminated water 
(with human and animal wastes, agricultural  
runoff, and industrial effluents); unmanaged  
solid-waste; wildlife conservation; vehicular  
emissions 



DAY 29 

THE GOVERNMENT OF NEPAL
As a federal parliamentary republic, Nepal’s government is led by a prime 
minister. Prior to 2008, Nepal had been ruled by a monarchy. Since the 
monarchy was dissolved in favor of a more democratic republic, there  
has been much instability in the government as different individuals and 
parties have vied for power and influence.  

Since 2018, KP Sharma Oli has served as Prime Minister as a member 
of the Nepal Communist Party. Government pressure on Christians has 
increased in recent years. A new constitution in 2015 limiting freedom of 
religion, as well as anti-conversion laws passed in 2017, have made it more 
difficult to be a follower of Christ in Nepal.  

   
Praying for the government of Nepal:
 
•  Pray that God would open the hearts of government leaders to 

respond to the gospel and that their conversion would have an effect 
on the rest of the country.

•  Pray that laws limiting the freedom of religion, including  
anti-conversion laws, would be repealed and that Nepali churches  
(and all citizens) would be able to gather to worship freely.

•  Ask God to change the hearts of government leaders toward  
Christians. Pray that Christians would be treated with justice.



DAY 30

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH IN NEPAL
Persecution Rating: 11 

It has become more and more difficult in recent years to identify as a follower 
of Christ in Nepal. Due to their non-violent nature, Christians may be viewed 
as easy targets for persecution by Hindu radicals and by Maoists. Radical 
Hindu groups want to see Nepal return to being a Hindu state. Converting to 
Christ is seen as betraying the faith of one’s ancestors. 

While freedom of religion is technically guaranteed by law, laws forbidding 
conversion and laws restricting the freedom of religion make Nepali  
Christians particularly vulnerable, as such laws invite false accusations.  
Expatriates may be expelled from the country if they are suspected of 
ministering in the name of Christ. In some cases, Christians may be beaten 
or thrown in prison and churches may be demolished with little or no legal 
consequences. Whether by the government or Hindu radicals, many  
Christians are forced to live and minister in a context in which they are  
treated with injustice or cruelty. 

   
Praying for the persecuted church in Nepal:

•  Pray for Hindu radicals to be converted to Christ. Ask God to change 
their hearts through the witness of faithful Nepali Christians.

•  Ask God to remind Nepali Christians that those who are “insulted for 
the name of Christ” are “blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of 
God rests on you” (1 Peter 4:14). Pray that this would calm their fears 
and help them rely on God.

•  Pray that God would overthrow the evil purposes of the government 
and of Hindu radicals in hindering the spread of the gospel.



DAY 31

THE UNREACHED OF NEPAL
People Groups: 275

Unreached People Groups: 265

Population in Unreached: 90.3%

Percentage Evangelical Christian: Unknown

A combination of geographical isolation, extreme physical conditions,  
persecution from Hindus and Maoists, and government laws make Nepal 
a difficult place to reach with the gospel––both physically and spiritually. It 
is estimated that over 90% of Nepali citizens have little or no access to the 
gospel, while the percentage of Evangelical Christians is currently unknown.

Among the massive and majestic mountain ranges of Nepal, many people 
live in extreme poverty and they are geographically cut off from exposure 
to Christians and the gospel. Those who want to bring the gospel to Nepal 
may find that serving the physical needs of Nepali citizens will be an avenue 
to ministering to them spiritually. Sadly, most of Nepal’s people groups––265 
out of 275––remain unreached.

   
Praying for the unreached of Nepal:

•  Pray that God would prepare the hearts of unbelievers in Nepal to 
receive the gospel. Ask God to bring glory to Himself by saving many 
in places that seem impossible to reach with the gospel (humanly 
speaking).

•  Ask God to open up avenues for gospel workers to serve among the 
people of Nepal. Pray for businesses and humanitarian efforts to be 
used to serve the people and, most importantly, to be used as a  
platform for sharing the gospel.

•  Pray that pastors would be raised up to serve small Nepali churches. 
Ask God to produce fruit in and through these churches. Pray for 
perseverance and peace in the midst of an extremely difficult ministry 
context.



BHUTAN
Location: Southern Asia, between China and India   

Population: 759,000        

Largest Religion: Buddhism (87.6%)

Languages: Sharchhopka 28%, Dzongkha (official) 
24%, Lhotshampa 22%, other 26% (includes  
foreign languages) (2005 est.)  

Literacy Rate: 64.9% 

Climate: varies; tropical in southern plains; cool 
winters and hot summers in central valleys; severe 
winters and cool summers in Himalayas      

Terrain: mostly mountainous with some fertile 
valleys and savanna  

Environment Issues: soil erosion; limited access 
to potable water; wildlife conservation; industrial 
pollution; waste disposal



DAY 32

THE GOVERNMENT OF BHUTAN
Bhutan is officially known as the Kingdom of Bhutan. Its government is a 
constitutional monarchy, and its monarchy is popularly elected. The current 
monarch is Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck. From the latter part of the 
20th century through the beginning of the 21st century, Bhutan transitioned 
politically, economically, etc., and began functioning more democratically. 
Bhutan maintains a close relationship with India.

All citizens of the country are expected to follow Buddhism, a religion that 
is closely associated with Bhutan’s national identity. While the government 
does not oppose the church with violence, it does not officially recognize 
churches. 

   
Praying for the government of Bhutan:
 
•  Ask God to provide peace and stability for the people of Bhutan so 

that churches and gospel workers might be able to proclaim the  
gospel and practice their faith.

•  Pray that Bhutan’s monarch and government would allow the people 
to freely exercise religion and that they would remove various  
pressures put on Christians and other citizens to practice Buddhism. 
Pray for an end to the human rights abuses against the Nepali  
Bhutanese.

•  Ask God to expose government leaders to the message of the  
gospel through Christians or Christian resources. Pray that members 
of the government would convert from Buddhism to Christianity. 



DAY 33

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH IN BHUTAN
Persecution Rating: 45 

The spread of Christian witness and the potentially “destabilizing” effects 
on society of proselytism and Western-style democracy are the pretexts for 
harsh treatment of Christians. While physical violence against Christians is not 
common in Bhutan, living as a Chrisitan in this Buddhist country is not easy. 
According to Open Doors, “No churches have official recognition by the 
state, which means that Christians are technically worshiping illegally. Local 
authorities often refuse to issue Christians with a certificate needed for loans, 
jobs, and more.” 

Christians are denied religious freedom and are persecuted in various ways. 
Church buildings are forbidden in all but a very few cases; most fellowships 
must meet in homes. In some rural areas, Christians face opposition from 
Buddhist monks but the government does not intervene. The most common 
form of pressure comes from one’s family. Bhutanese Christians can also face 
the loss of their citizenship, of other benefits––such as free education, health 
care, employment––and of access to electricity and water. In some instances, 
harassment and beatings occur. Nevertheless, groups of believers are  
forming and increasingly spreading across the breadth of the country.

   
Praying for the persecuted church in Bhutan:

•  Pray that Christians in Bhutan would embrace their identity as God’s 
chosen exiles on earth (1 Peter 1:3) and that they would rejoice in 
their future hope in Christ.

•  Ask God to provide strong bonds of fellowship and a vibrant gospel 
witness from the churches in Bhutan. Pray that unbelievers would be 
open to the gospel as they take notice of the love Christians have for 
one another.

•  Pray that God would provide for the physical necessities of the  
Christians in Bhutan who are essentially excluded from certain  
positions of employment as well as family and community support.



DAY 34

THE UNREACHED OF BHUTAN
People Groups: 76

Unreached People Groups: 73

Population in Unreached: 99.6%

Percentage Evangelical Christian: Unknown

Out of Bhutan’s 76 people groups, 73 of them are identified as unreached. 
That’s about 99.6% of a population of over 759,000 that have little or no 
access to the gospel. Bhutan was effectively closed to any Christian witness 
until 1965, and this period was followed by twenty-five years of slight  
relaxation, during which time Indian and other expatriate NGOs were able 
to witness. Since 1990, restrictions have increased. A number of the people 
groups in Bhutan still need a complete copy of the Bible translated into their 
language. 

   
Praying for the unreached of Bhutan:

•  Pray that the message of the gospel would spread among the  
peoples of Bhutan and that God would open their hearts to see the 
glory of Christ.

•  Pray that the entirety of Scripture would be translated so that all  
the people groups in Bhutan would be able to read God’s Word.

•  Ask God to open doors for gospel workers to be able to serve  
within Bhutan and for these workers to equip and train Bhutanese 
church leaders.



LEBANON
Location: Middle East, bordering the Mediterranean 
Sea, between Israel and Syria    

Population: 6,725,000        

Largest Religion: Islam (60.0%)

Languages: Arabic (official), French, English,  
Armenian  

Literacy Rate: 93.9% 

Climate: Mediterranean; mild to cool, wet winters 
with hot, dry summers; the Lebanon Mountains 
experience heavy winter snows      

Terrain: narrow coastal plain; El Beqaa (Bekaa  
Valley) separates Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon 
Mountains  

Environment Issues: deforestation; soil  
deterioration, erosion; desertification; species 
loss; air pollution in Beirut from vehicular traffic 
and the burning of industrial wastes; pollution 
of coastal waters from raw sewage and oil spills; 
waste-water management



DAY 35

THE GOVERNMENT OF LEBANON
Lebanon is a parliamentary republic in which high ranking offices are  
reserved for specific religious groups. For example, the President has to 
be a Maronite Christian, while the Prime Minister must be a Sunni Muslim. 
This setup is intended to prevent conflict among the different religious 
groups and represent the population fairly.

Compared to many Middle Eastern countries, Lebanon offers a  
considerable amount of religious freedom. Nevertheless, Lebanon has 
seen unrest and mass demonstrations in recent years due to the political 
situation. Prime Minister Saad Hariri resigned in 2019 as a result of the 
demands of protestors. Lebanon has frequently found itself in the midst 
of foreign occupation and fighting given its proximity to and relationships 
with surrounding countries. 

   
Praying for the government of Lebanon:
 
•  Pray for the peace of Lebanon and for its government to be willing  

to act for the good of the people. Ask God to give its leaders wisdom 
in dealing with the conflicts in this region.

•  Ask God to use Christians in the Lebanese government to bear  
witness for the sake of the gospel.

•  Thank God for the current religious freedoms in Lebanon and pray 
that the government would continue to uphold these for all citizens. 
Ask God to use this freedom for the spread of the gospel.



DAY 36

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH IN LEBANON
Persecution Rating: Not Rated 

Gratefully, Lebanon is not in the top 50 of Open Doors’ World Watch List. 
Christians have considerable freedom in this country when compared to 
many of their Middle Eastern neighbors. However, the political turmoil and 
the fighting in recent decades has led to displacement and uncertainty for 
many in Lebanon. In addition, the many refugees––both Christians and 
non-Christians––from surrounding countries who have fled to Lebanon need 
protection and provision.

   
Praying for the persecuted church in Lebanon:

•  Ask God to sustain Lebanese Christians in their faith. Pray that  
pastors would be raised up to lead biblically healthy churches.

•  Pray that Lebanese churches would take advantage of their freedoms 
and proclaim the gospel boldly.

•  Pray that the Lord would sustain Christian refugees spiritually and 
strengthen them through churches and believers in nearby areas. 



DAY 37

THE UNREACHED OF LEBANON
People Groups: 26

Unreached People Groups: 8

Population in Unreached: 14.5%

Percentage Evangelical Christian: 0.71%

While only 14.5% of the Lebanese population is identified as unreached  
(8 out of 26 people groups)––much less than other countries in the  
region––only 0.71% are Evangelical Christians. Those who identify with 
other Christian traditions make up about 32.6% of the country. Lebanon 
continues to have a large Muslim influence. 

The Evangelical Growth Rate in Lebanon is currently at 2.1% (compare  
with a 2.6% global growth rate). Given the many refugees who have come 
to Lebanon, particularly from Syria, there are opportunities for the church  
to minister to people groups who may have otherwise had little or no  
opportunity to hear the gospel.  

   
Praying for the unreached of Lebanon:

•  Pray that the political turmoil and the fighting in Lebanon’s relatively 
recent past would give the people a longing for the peace and  
forgiveness that only God can give. 

•  Ask God to give churches in Lebanon a desire to reach out to their 
Muslim neighbors and to those who have never heard the gospel.  
Ask God to use the witness of Christians as well as Christian resources 
to make the gospel known among the remaining 8 unreached people 
groups.

•  Pray for the church’s ministry to non-Christian refugees. Ask God to 
make the gospel known to those who come from unreached people 
groups so that they might, in turn, have the chance to take the gospel 
to their own people.




