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Introduction
This guide is designed to inform and fuel the prayers of Christians
around the world who want to see God glorified among all peoples
in Malaysia. It is also a tool for those who want to link arms with the
church in Malaysia and support our Malaysian brothers and sisters in
Christ as they face persecution for their faith.
Since our goal is to catalyze prayer for Malaysia, you are welcome to
forward, print, and distribute this prayer guide. However, please ask
permission before editing this guide in any way.
Our prayer focus on Malaysia will last throughout the month of May
(31 days). During this time, you will read personal testimonies from
Muslim Background Believers (MBBs) and Malaysian Christians from
other backgrounds. You will get insights on what life is like for a
follower of Christ in Malaysia and prayer requests for our brothers and
sisters facing persecution.

Join us as we pray for Malaysia.

why Malaysia?
Among Islamic countries throughout
the world, Malaysia is known as one of
the most liberal and tolerant toward
people from other faiths. While Islam
is the largest religion in Malaysia, other
religions such as Christianity, Hinduism,
Buddhism, and traditional Chinese
religions are allowed to operate openly.
It would seem as though Malaysia is
a prime example of a country with
religious freedom.
SO WHY PRAY FOR MALAYSIA?
Not all people in Malaysia are free to
practice the religion of their choice.
The country is made up of four major
groups—ethnic Malay, Chinese, Indian,
and tribal Malaysians. While the other
three groups are mostly free to choose
their religion, the largest group, ethnic
Malays, are required by law to be
Muslims. For ethnic Malay communities,
if a person is born a Muslim, then that
person will die a Muslim.
Ethnic Malays are walled off from the
gospel culturally, legally, and socially.
The government of Malaysia has laws
in place to protect and preserve Islam
in the country. In most states it is illegal
to share the gospel with ethnic Malays,
and those who do could face serious

punishments.
Leaving Islam is not an option for
the ethnic Malay, and Muslims who
want to change religions face serious
consequences. Ethnic Malays who
choose to follow Christ are often cast
out of their families and communities
and persecuted by the government.
Rarely will you see an ethnic Malay in
a church. Muslim background believers
fear exposure, and churches worry
about what might happen to them if
the government finds out. Because of
this isolation, most Malaysians have
never even met an ethnic Malay who is
following Christ.
Despite these difficulties, a small
number of ethnic Malay believers exists
in Malaysia. While churches struggle
to know how to reach out, many are
praying and seeking God for His help to
see many ethnic Malays come to faith.
Join with us this month as we pray
for those facing persecution for their
faith in Malaysia. Link arms with your
Malaysian brothers and sisters to plead
for God to break down every barrier so
that the gospel can spread throughout
the country.
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P ERSECUTIO N IN
MA L AYSIA

The government in Malaysia allows religious
freedom for all groups in the country,
except one. Ethnic Malays are by definition
Muslim, and changing to another religion
could result in them losing their families and
being pressured socially, economically, and
sometimes physically by religious authorities
to turn back to Islam.
Christian churches also face persecution if
they choose to reach out to ethnic Malays.
Abductions, legal pressure, and fear have
left churches struggling to know how to
be salt and light among their ethnic Malay
neighbors.

with Muslims and be ready to share the
gospel with them.

day 3

E T HN I C M AL AYS

Numbering around 13 million, the ethnic
Malay people group is the largest in Malaysia.
Anyone who speaks the Malay language
and practices Malay culture is considered
by the government to be ethnic Malay and
therefore Muslim. Followers of Sunni Islam,
ethnic Malays place high value on their cultural
heritage and prioritize dependence on family
and community.

Christ to be strong during persecution and
to find community where they can grow in
their faith.

It is illegal for an ethnic Malay to leave Islam,
and if they do, persecution often follows.
Ethnic Malays are considered to be an
engaged people group that is yet unreached
with the gospel. Currently, less than 1% of
ethnic Malays follow Jesus, and those who do
are often isolated from Christian community.

Pray for churches who struggle to know

Pray for ethnic Malays to have opportunities

how to reach out to ethnic Malays to boldly
share the gospel and disciple new believers.

to hear and respond to the gospel.

Pray for ethnic Malays who now follow

day 2

COMING TO JE S U S

Eventually he decided to follow the voice
and explore other religions. After a long
search, Shafik met a Christian who shared
with him about Jesus. He knew that Jesus
had been the voice guiding him his whole
life, and he gave his life to Christ.

Pray for Muslims who are searching for
peace that Islam cannot give them. Ask for
them to hear the gospel and believe.
* Name changed for security purposes.
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Pray for ethnic Malay believers to grow in
their faith and to have boldness to share with
their friends and family.

When Shafik* was very young, he began
to hear a voice that guided him through
problems. His parents told him not to listen
to the voice and to follow the ways of Islam.
Though he tried, he could never find peace.
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Pray for Christians to come into contact
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day 4

STATE OF T HE CHU RCH

Christianity is an approved religion in Malaysia. Many churches exist throughout the
country and, for the most part, are allowed
to operate freely. Most Christians come from
Chinese, Indian, or tribal backgrounds, and
there is a growing population of expatriate
Christians from all over the world.
While churches exist in Malaysia, evangelical
Christians make up only 4% of the population
of more than 31 million. Churches face regulations pertaining to where and how they operate, and in most states they are not allowed
to reach out to ethnic Malays with the gospel.
Because of fear and the threat of persecution, Christians in Malaysia wrestle with how
they can be witnesses to all Malaysians.

Pray for churches in Malaysia as they are
pressured to follow the legal and cultural
expectations of Malaysian culture.

Pray for church leaders to shepherd their
members wisely in terms of reaching out to
ethnic Malays and welcoming them into their
congregations.

day 5

P RIVILEGED P E OP LE

While many cultures live side by side in
Malaysia, they are not all treated equally.
Vestiges from colonial rule still play a part
in Malaysian society today as ethnic Malays
enjoy special privileges that the other
groups do not. Because of their religion
and culture, ethnic Malays often have more
opportunities in education and employment
and enjoy lower costs of living.
Valuing one group over the others has
inevitably caused Malaysia to be a very
segregated country geographically, socially,
and politically. Frustration from these
issues can affect the way Christians build
relationships, yet many are crossing those
barriers to show love to other groups.

Pray for racial tensions in Malaysia to ease.
Ask that all groups would be treated fairly
and receive equal opportunities.

Pray for Christians who have been hurt by
these issues to find healing and to show the
love of Christ to all people groups.

day 6

IDENTITY IS C R U C IA L

Malaysian citizens are required to have an
identification card which serves as a driver’s
license, travel document, and more. But for
Muslims in Malaysia, the card has an added
function—indication of submission to sharia
law.

Muslims on their ID cards, and changing
this distinction is nearly impossible. This
identification comes to play in marriages,
jobs, education, and more, making life
difficult for ethnic Malays who choose to
follow Christ.

Pray for Muslim background believers
(MBBs) who face legal struggles because of
this identification. Ask that they will remain
steadfast in their faith as they navigate various
legal issues.

Pray for MBBs who are still subject to
sharia law because of their ID cards. Ask
that they would have strength to endure the
persecution they face.

day 7

T HE CU LT U R E WAL L

One of the biggest walls separating ethnic
Malays from the gospel is familial and
communal pressure. Malay culture highly
values community and family. Ethnic Malays
are expected to follow the lifestyle of their
culture, which for them means following
Islam.
As one former Muslim said, “If you are Malay,
you were born with Islam, and you will die
with it.” The pressure to please one’s family
and community causes huge barriers for
the gospel to reach the ethnic Malays. Many
are afraid to leave Islam because of the
shame they will bring upon their families
and because they will no longer have the
community they have always known.

Pray for God to break down the cultural
barrier of community pressure and bring
many ethnic Malays to faith in Him.

Pray for ethnic Malays who have been cast
out of their communities to continue to love
their families and try to share the gospel with
them.

While sharia law is practiced in Malaysia, it
only applies to its Muslim citizens. Ethnic
Malays are required to be identified as
F O R
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SISTERLY B E T R AYA L

Often ethnic Malays who choose to follow
Jesus are turned in to the authorities by
those they care about the most. Families
become angry that one of their own has
brought shame upon them.
Fizal* and his wife became believers after
their son was miraculously healed, but
the rest of his family did not support their
decision. His own sister reported him to
religious authorities, and she eventually
helped to deceive Fizal in a plan to take his
children from him. “It has been very hard to
forgive and forget, especially when it’s your
own blood,” Fizal told us.

Pray for MBBs who endure betrayal by
their families to be able to forgive and
love their families in the midst of this
persecution.

Pray for Muslim families to love and accept
their family members who want to follow
Jesus.

day 9

SA LVATION ON
TH E L EDGE

As Nor* tells it, there was no magic trick that
convinced her to give her life to Jesus. It was
just the simple story of the gospel. Nor was
all alone, trying to care for her two children.
Her life had spiraled downward until it finally
reached a breaking point. She found herself
on the ledge of her apartment building,
ready to take her own life when for some
reason she was compelled to just sit down.
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Pray for Malaysians who are struggling
and seeking peace to find salvation through
Jesus Christ.

Pray for Christians in Malaysia to show
love and concern for people like Nor* who
feel like there is no way out of their difficult
circumstances.

day 10

CHI N E SE
M AL AYSI AN S

Malaysians of Chinese descent are the second
largest people group in Malaysia, making up
about 20% of the population. The majority
of Chinese Malaysians descend from Han
Chinese, and the main languages spoken by
Chinese Malaysians are Hokkien, Cantonese,
and Mandarin. More than 70% of Chinese
Malaysians practice Buddhism, with Chinese
Malaysian Christians numbering just over 9%.
Chinese Malaysians can be found all over
the country, but they are mainly located in
urban areas. With an established middle class,
Malaysians of Chinese descent are known
for their success in business and commerce.
However, this group still faces challenges from
social and economic policies that favor the
ethnic Malay.

Pray for the large number of Malaysian
Chinese who follow other religions to hear the
gospel and become followers of Jesus.

Pray for Christian Chinese Malaysians to be
strong in their faith and to reach out to their
lost neighbors with the gospel.

day 11

L AWS AG AI N ST
T HE G O S P E L

The next day a lady shared the gospel
with Nor, and she remembered things she
had heard about Jesus while growing up.
Although she was a Muslim, she decided
to give her life to Jesus that day and
experienced the peace she had been
looking for.

Christian churches in Malaysia are allowed
to share the gospel and host ministries to
almost all Malaysians. However, in most states
it is illegal to share the gospel with Muslims.
Most churches do not have ministries among
ethnic Malays, and Christians who do share
the gospel with Muslims do so carefully.

* Name changed for security purposes.

Many churches are tucked away in shop lots
or other obscure places. Some places do not
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allow churches to display signs, thus finding
a church can be a challenge. These laws are
often deterrents for the gospel reaching the
ethnic Malay Muslims.

Pray for ethnic Malays to have access to the
gospel despite the laws obstructing them
from hearing it.

Pray for churches as they navigate these restrictions to be witnessing wisley to all people.

day 12

SMA LL BU T
GROW ING VOIC E S

In recent years some Muslim political groups
have called for stricter Islamic punishments
in sharia courts, and one state in particular
is strongly in favor of these changes. Many
other parties strongly resist what they call
attempts to “Islamacize” Malaysia, claiming
these attempts go against their secular and
multicultural constitution.
While sharia law only applies to Muslims in
Malaysia, many non-Muslims are concerned
that these new laws, if passed, could open
the door for more non-Muslims to be taken
into sharia courts. While many Muslims do
not support these new laws, thousands from
around the country rallied in support of
them recently in the capital.

However, another possibility is that the
family could sever ties with the new believer,
refusing to reconcile with them unless the
individual returns to Islam. In these situations,
family members feel ashamed, and some
even alert the government to the new
believer’s decision.

Pray for families of MBBs to love and accept
their family members who choose to follow
Christ.

Pray for MBBs who have been cut off from
their families to find Christian fellowship and
community.

day 14

T HE R E L I G I O N WAL L

One major wall between ethnic Malays and
the gospel is their religion. It is expected
that ethnic Malays will be faithful followers
of Islam for life. From early ages, they are
taught about their religion and warned that
they should never attempt to leave it.

Pray for the government of Malaysia to be

Muslims are also taught about various
cultural aspects of Islam, such as clean versus
unclean food and behavior, making things
difficult for them to have community with
people from other religions and backgrounds.
As one Malaysian believer told us, “Muslims
feel the need to protect their faith by
isolating themselves from other influences.”

just and fair with its laws for the good of all
its citizens.

Pray for the wall of religion to be broken

Pray for Christians who are nervous about

down and for many Muslims to have
opportunities to hear the gospel.

these new laws to know how to navigate
them wisely if it becomes necessary.

Pray for Christians to find ways to have

day 13

SOCIA L LY
CUT OFF

community with Muslims and show Christ’s
love to them.

When an ethnic Malay chooses to follow
Christ and this becomes known among
their family, several things could happen.
The family might love the new believer and
choose to allow him or her to follow the
religion of their choice and remain part of
the family.

F O R
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B EING RE - E DU C ATE D

Sometimes when Muslims choose to follow
Christ, families and authorities attempt to
bring them back to Islam through Islamic
re-education centers. While not every MBB
experiences this form of persecution, those
who do endure an intense time of mental
and physical pressure to renounce their new
faith.
We met one brother who shared with us
about his time in one of these centers. Every
day the authorities tried to force him to
say the Islamic confession and return to his
former faith. He was beaten many times, but
he said of his experiences, “Every time they
did this, it was always Jesus who delivered
me.”

Pray for MBBs who are facing persecution
in Islamic re-education centers to lean on
Jesus for their strength.

Pray for people who run these centers
to see the faith of MBBs and want to learn
about Jesus themselves.

day 16

VIRTUA L SA LVAT ION

All his life, Hizam* felt like a failure in his
family. He struggled to practice the tenets
of Islam as well as his family wanted. He
decided to search other religions but
could never find what he was looking for.
To Hizam, his life on earth was hell, and he
knew that when he died he would go to hell.
In desperation, he typed “God please help
me” into a Google search, and what he
found saved his life. He was directed to a
website where he read Isaiah 41:10. He knew
God was speaking to him, and he began to
read the Bible online. The more he read, the
more he wanted to know. Soon he prayed to
receive Christ, and his depression went away.
* Name changed for security purposes.
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Pray for Muslims who are searching for
answers to find them through the Word of
God.

Pray for more access to Scripture in ways
that are safer for Muslims, such as websites,
applications, and other electronic means.

day 17

I N D I AN
M AL AYSI AN S

Malaysians of Indian descent make up about
7% of the population, making them the third
largest ethnic group in Malaysia. The vast
majority of Indian Malaysians come from
a Tamil background, and they speak Tamil,
Malay, and English. Indian Malaysians can be
found in all levels of Malay society, from the
very rich to the very poor.
An overwhelming majority of Indian
Malaysians follow Hinduism (about 85%),
which means they worship millions of gods.
Approximately 5% of Indian Malaysians are
Christian, and followers of Islam make up
around 4% of the Indian Malaysian population.

Pray for the large number of Hindus in
Malaysia to hear the gospel and turn to faith in
Jesus Christ.

Pray for Indian Malaysian Christians
and churches to be salt and light in their
communities among Hindus, Muslims, and
people of various faiths.

day 18

G O SP E L I N
T HE WO R KP L ACE

While it can be risky to share the gospel with
other Malaysians, some Christians in Malaysia
are taking bold steps in their everyday lives
to see ethnic Malays and other Malaysians
follow Christ. When Rania* started working
at a factory, she was surprised that her boss,
an Indian Malaysian, talked with her, an ethnic
Malay and a Muslim, about Jesus. She made it
her goal to prove to him that Islam was right.
Though she tried, she could not convince him
to leave Jesus, and she heard many times
about all Jesus had done. Then she became

very sick and was desperate enough to let
her boss pray for her in Jesus’ name. And she
was healed. From then on her life belonged
to Christ.

Pray for Malaysian Christians to share the

This fragile trust often causes problems in
discipleship and in encouraging MBBs to
meet together. While some break free of the
fear and find community with other MBBs,
many live isolated from brothers and sisters
in Christ.

gospel boldly and faithfully in their workplaces
and as they go about their everyday lives.

Pray for MBBs to be able to trust one

Pray for Christians to be ready to speak

another and risk meeting together for
Christian community.

about Christ to anyone who is in need, regardless of their religion or race.

Pray for those working with MBBs to know

day 19

ISOLATED C U LT U R E S
SIDE- B Y-S IDE

While Malaysia is a multicultural country,
many of the main cultural groups exist
in different worlds. Social norms and
laws favoring ethnic Malays have caused
frustrations among other groups, fostering
a spirit of racism and prejudice. Likewise,
restrictions on eating and social behavior
have resulted in cultural isolation and
barriers in different areas of the country.
These cultural differences influence the way
Christians and Muslims interact with one
another in Malaysian society. It can often
be difficult to overcome these barriers and
foster good relationships that lead to gospel
conversations.

Pray for tensions and frustrations between
races in Malaysia to ease and for a culture of
respect and harmony to arise.

Pray for Christians to know how to navigate
these cultural barriers and to be bold
witnesses to all cultures in Malaysia.

day 20

how to facilitate trust and encourage MBBs to
come together.

day 21

F E AR FACTO R

Many Christians in Malaysia struggle with
fear of what might happen to them if they
reach out to the ethnic Malay. About 30
years ago, many Christians were openly
sharing with the ethnic Malay with the
understanding that their ministry was risky.
The government intervened, and many
Christians were punished, some with prison
time.
Recently at least four believers have been
abducted, and their whereabouts are still
unknown. Christians in Malaysia are afraid
that the same thing may happen to them if
they show love and concern to their ethnic
Malay neighbors.

Pray for the four believers who were
abducted to be strong in their faith and to be
released soon.

Pray for Christians in Malaysia who deal with
fear of reaching out to the ethnic Malay to
trust God’s sustaining grace and provision.

FRAGILE T R U ST

Many times ethnic Malay believers do not
know others like them who follow Jesus.
Often ethnic Malays are fearful of meeting
other MBBs because they do not want
to be turned in to the authorities. If one
person is arrested or questioned, they
could be coerced into giving up names of
other Muslims who have left the faith.
F O R
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CLEA NS IN G AWAY
TH E GOS P E L

Siti’s* parents had noticed a drastic change
in their daughter. One day while Siti went to
work, her mother found a Christian article
and a Bible hidden in her room. Her parents
were outraged. They questioned her when
she got home and found out that Siti had
secretly left Islam for Christianity.
There was no time to lose. Siti was reported
to Malaysian religious authorities, taken to
several spiritual mediums, and put through
ritual baths to “cleanse” out the demons
that had led her to become a Christian.
Yet not even the most revered medium in
the area could persuade Siti to change her
mind. When he asked her why it would not
work on her, Siti said, “Jesus lives in me. You
can kill my body, but you cannot kill my
soul.”

convinced of the need to reach many ethnic
Malays with the gospel.

Pray with Malaysian Christians as they are
seeking to know how they can be obedient
to spread the gospel among ethnic Malays.

day 24

M AL AYSI AN S F ROM
T R I BAL BACKG RO U N D S

The “Orang Asli,” or original people, are the
oldest inhabitants of Malaysia. They come
from many different tribes, each with its own
cultures, religions, and languages. Officially
there are 18 tribes of Orang Asli in Malaysia,
but when counted as one group, the tribal
background Malaysians make up about 12% of
the population.

Pray for persecuted believers to have

Traditionally, the tribal background Malaysians
are animists who believe in many spirits
and in the ability of these spirits to inhabit
inanimate and animate objects. Many tribal
background Malaysians have recently chosen
to follow other religions, particularly Islam and
Christianity. Tribal background Malaysians can
be found throughout Malaysia, particularly in
East Malaysia on the island of Borneo.

strong faith like Siti and to trust in God even
when things are most difficult.

Pray for Malaysians from tribal backgrounds

Pray for new believers like Siti who endure
various kinds of persecution as their families
desperately seek to rid them of Christianity.

day 23

TH E WA LL OF
K NOW- H OW

A significant barrier preventing the gospel
from spreading to the ethnic Malays is that
many Malaysian Christians don’t know how
to go about it. For most of Malaysia’s history,
the general idea has been that churches are
free to operate as long as they leave the
ethnic Malay alone.
Many Malaysian Christians want to see
ethnic Malays come to Christ, but spreading
the gospel broadly among this group is
unchartered territory. Our brothers and
sisters need wisdom from the Lord to know
how to share the gospel effectively and
wisely.
* Name changed for security purposes.
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Pray for Malaysian Christians to be
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to hear the gospel and turn away from
animism to Christ.

Pray for Christians working among tribal
background Malaysians to be effective in their
evangelistic efforts.

day 25

S HE P HE R D I N G
W I S E LY

Church leaders in Malaysia face no small
task. They want to shepherd their churches
to obey the Great Commission by making
disciples of all peoples, including the ethnic
Malay. However, knowing how to do this is
challenging because of the risks.
One pastor put it this way: “It’s not that
we are afraid, but we are wanting to be
wise shepherds of the flocks that God has

entrusted to us.” If church leaders were to
be targeted by authorities for their involvement among the ethnic Malay, it could bring
greater pressure upon their churches or even
cause them to disband. This is just one struggle facing Malaysia’s churches.

Pray for church leaders to seek God’s guid-

worship, as some churches are not willing
to welcome an ethnic Malay into their
congregation because of the trouble the
church could face.
One MBB said, “MBBs are in their own cave.
We do not have proper guidance. No one
wants to take the risk.”

ance in how to shepherd their churches wisely.

Pray for churches across Malaysia to know
how to engage the ethnic Malay with the
gospel in the face of risks.

day 26

B RAVE E N OU GH
TO SH A R E

After Zul* first heard about Jesus, it took
him five years of searching to find someone
who could teach him more. He met some
Christians who were afraid to share with
him. But finally he found a pastor who
shared the gospel with him, and he instantly
believed. That same pastor is the one who
first taught him about the Bible.
Often a big reason the gospel doesn’t reach
ethnic Malays is because no one is sharing
the gospel with them. As one Christian told
us, “What the church doesn’t realize is that
there are far more Malays who want to hear
something than there are believers who
share.” While there are many who do share
boldly, there are also many who are hesitant
to reach out.

Pray for the church as a whole to have the
boldness and confidence in Christ to share
the gospel with ethnic Malays.

Pray for ethnic Malays who are searching to
find a Christian who is ready to explain the
gospel to them.

day 27

CUT OFF F ROM
TH E B ODY

When ethnic Malays choose to follow
Christ, they often do not have anyone
to disciple them, It is also difficult to
gather with other Christians for corporate

While there are a few churches that
have welcomed ethnic Malays, many
MBBs struggle to find access to Christian
community.

Pray for churches to know how to welcome
people from all backgrounds into their
congregations.

Pray for MBBs to find support, discipleship,
and community so that they can grow in their
faith.

day 28

T HE WAL L OF
UNBELIEF

One of the biggest barriers to ethnic Malays
hearing the gospel is the fact that most
Christians in Malaysia have never met an
ethnic Malay who is following Jesus. They
see the strength of Islam among the ethnic
Malay communities, and they know the
laws against sharing with them. Some may
wonder why they should even try.
Yet, this wall of unbelief is starting to
crumble among many followers of Christ
in Malaysia. Some are growing in their
confidence that the gospel can reach the
ethnic Malay, and they are praying to that
end.

Pray for Christians in Malaysia to believe that
God is able to draw many ethnic Malays to
Himself.

Pray with Malaysian Christians for the gospel
to begin to make significant strides among
the ethnic Malay communities.

* Name changed for security purposes.
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UNDERG ROU N D
GROUPS

It is often difficult for an ethnic Malay to
practice the Christian faith. Being part of
a church is often a challenge for ethnic
Malays; they fear exposure and churches
fear backlash from authorities. Some
ethnic Malay believers choose to meet
underground in homes or apartments, and
they try not to bring too much attention to
their gatherings.
Ethnic Malay believers are often isolated
from Christian community. While those
who do meet together are able to share
their experiences and learn from God’s
Word together, many ethnic Malay believers
are afraid to meet other believers and risk
exposure.

Pray for underground groups to be able to
thrive and grow together in Christ.

Pray for ethnic Malays who are afraid to
meet other believers to overcome this fear
and find community with others like them.

day 30

UNITY AN D LOVE

For Ahmad,* an ethnic Malay believer, one of
the most important prayer requests for the
church in Malaysia is that all believers across
all races would be unified in love.
In his own words, “My hope is that the
church will be unified and continue to
evangelize the Malay without fear and have
love for them. Many non-Malay have gotten
tired and worry about their church and
congregation. Pray the church will unite and
move. We will see results. It is possible if we
have the heart of Christ.”

Pray along with Ahmad for the church in
Malaysia to be unified in passion and in its
efforts to reach the ethnic Malays with the
gospel.
* Name changed for security purposes.
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Pray for church leaders as they care for
their congregations and seek to evangelize
the lost communities around them.

day 31

F ROM A
PASTO R ’S HE AR T

Tears began to trickle down the Malaysian
pastor’s cheeks as he talked about the
challenges the church faces in Malaysia and
his heart to see ethnic Malays come to faith.
In describing what life is like for Malaysian
Christians, the pastor paused, then shared:
“We pray for revival but only among Chinese
or Indian, not the Malay. We know that if
thousands come to faith there will be trouble
for them and for us. But if we are silent, how
will they know Jesus? If we are Malaysian and
we are not reaching out, then who will?”
Another pause, and then he went on: “I would
like you to pray for us. We are not willing
to sacrifice our lives. Pray for boldness and
faithfulness.”
He then shared that the church wants to see
God work: “We want to see things happening
in Malaysia, but we don’t know how. It has
to be God’s way. We are bound by fears.
We don’t understand our responsibility as
disciples.”
Despite these fears, the pastor said, “God is
pruning the church in Malaysia so that it will
be salt and light again. Fear is not as real as
God. When the time comes, we’ll find that it
[fear] doesn’t matter anymore.”

Pray along with this pastor that the church
in Malaysia would push past fear and work
toward seeing many ethnic Malays come to
faith.

Pray for more Christians to have hearts like
this pastor who wants to see multitudes in
Malaysia following Christ.

thank you

Thank you for joining us in praying for Malaysia this month. We
are praying that God would break down barriers and call more
Malaysians to faith in him, and we ask that you continue to pray
with us.
Fear grips the hearts of many in Malaysia, from isolated
believers of ethnic Malay backgrounds to Malaysia’s many
churches. Reaching out to the ethnic Malay with the gospel is
costly for both the churches and ethnic Malays who choose
to follow Christ. Please continue to pray for our brothers and
sisters in Malaysia to be strong in their faith and to continue
to trust God, even when it seems that many around them are
completely closed to the message of the gospel. May the power
of God overcome the unbelief and opposition of Malaysians so
that they might receive eternal life in Jesus Christ.
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In addition to praying for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in Malaysia, we are aiming to support the spread of the
gospel in a variety of other ways. Your financial gift, no
matter how big or small, will help us do the following:
•

Provide training in evangelism for Christian students
in Malaysia

•

Provide hard copies of the Gospel of Luke for those
interested in Christianity

•

Provide a resource that encourages prayer for the
various regions of Malaysia

•

Provide theological training for Malaysian pastors,
missionaries, and mentors

•

Provide encouragement and opportunities for
biblical teaching for Muslim background believers

•

Provide support for believers who can effectively
engage the Malay due to location, language, and
culture

Christ has commanded us to make disciples of all nations,
and we want to see this happen in Malaysia. Would join us
by praying and giving?
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