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This guide is designed to inform and fuel the prayers of followers of Christ 

who want to see the people of Iran reached with the gospel and who 

want to support our Iranian brothers and sisters in Christ as they face 

persecution for their faith.

Since our goal is for more believers to pray for the church in Iran, you 

are welcome to forward, print, and distribute this prayer guide. However, 

please ask permission before editing this guide in any way. 

This prayer focus will last through the month of May (31 days). You will 

read personal testimonies from Iranian Christians, learn about their efforts 

to share the gospel and disciple new believers, and get a 

glimpse into the persecution and suffering that Iranians 

face when they choose to follow Jesus. 

Introduction
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Why Iran?
Christian persecution in Iran has long been labeled as “extreme.” Christians 
are under constant attack from the Islamic government and often from their 
own communities and families. For anyone involved in Christian ministry or 
evangelism, arrests and violence are commonplace. Many believers have been 
forced to flee the country because of religious persecution, and some have 
been killed for their identification with Christ.  

Of Iran’s 47 people groups, 45 of these groups are classified as unreached 
with the gospel, which means that there is no indigenous community of 
believing Christians able to engage them with church planting. Of these 
45 unreached people groups, 25 of them are also classified as unengaged, 
meaning that there is currently no church planting strategy being 
implemented to reach them.  

Out of over   81 MILLION PEOPLE   in Iran, evangelical Christians make up 
just   0.2%   of the population. Islam dominates the government and culture, 
comprising more than 98 percent of the population. 

The church 
in Iran 
desperately 
needs our 
prayer and 
support. 
Persecution 
continues to 
increase, as 
Christians are 
monitored, 
arrested, and 
imprisoned. 
Yet, the light of 
Christ continues 
to shine. Believers 
continue to meet in 
secret and share the 
gospel with their families 
and friends. Iranians are 
becoming disillusioned with 
the government and its form 
of Islam, a disillusionment that 
opens opportunities for gospel 
witness. Though they face the harshest 
penalties, the number of Muslims coming 
to Christ continues to grow. 

Join us this month as we pray for Iran, and ask 
God to continue to spread the light of the gospel 
in a nation that has long been in darkness. 



Iran’s Christians are no strangers to 

persecution. The Islamic Republic of Iran 

sees Christianity as a Western threat and is 

vigilant in its pursuit of keeping Christians 

under control. Anyone caught evangelizing 

Muslims, distributing Christian materials, 

or holding church meetings in secret faces 

violence, arrests, long imprisonments, and 

occasionally death at the hands of the 

government. 

Persecution in Iran has increased over 

the past year. There are no evangelical 

churches operating in the open—all must 

meet secretly in small groups. Muslims who 

convert to Christianity face the harshest 

persecution and are often ousted by their 

families who fear government backlash. 

Pray for the faith of Iran’s Christians to 

remain steadfast in the face of extreme 

persecution.

Pray for Christians to be bold witnesses 

and to actively seek to reach their people 

for Christ. 

Although officially banned in Iran, millions 

of Iranians have satellite TVs. Christian 

programs have a captive audience inside 

Iranian living rooms, where they would 

not otherwise be welcome. Thousands 

of people have responded to Christian 

messages on satellite TV. 

Unfortunately, many satellite TV programs 

proclaim a “health and wealth” message of 

Christianity, promising people that following 

Jesus brings an easier life. This message 

resonates with Iranians who are weary 

of economic and societal hardship. More 

Christian TV programs are needed that 

preach the true gospel.

Pray for more people to have access to 

Christian satellite TV and for the hearts of 

many Iranians to be open to hearing the 

message of the gospel. 

Pray for the true gospel to be preached 

through satellite TV and for Iranians to come 

to Jesus for the salvation of their souls rather 

than health, wealth, and prosperity.

One Christian worker reported that while 

many Iranians claim that they love Jesus, only 

a few actually follow him completely with their 

lives. Many hear the message of the prosperity 

gospel and love the “Jesus” who will give them 

more possessions and make their lives easier. 

However, when they hear the true gospel and 

the cost that comes with following Jesus, 

many quickly fall away. 

Discipleship is needed among professing 

Christians in Iran in order to clarify the true 

message of the gospel and to shift the focus 

from earthly prosperity to eternal truth. 

Christians in Iran need to be trained to face 

hardship for the name of Jesus and to stand 

strong in their faith. 

Pray for Iranian Christian leaders to know, 

teach, and live in accordance with the true 

gospel. 

Pray for Christian workers to have the 

resources and opportunities to disciple and 

equip Iranian Christians.

Week One

The Southern Tati people make up a people 

group of 180,000 who follow Shia Islam. They 

are classified as unengaged and unreached 

with the gospel, which means that there is 

not currently an effort among evangelical 

Christians to plant churches among this 

people group. 

A Persian people group, the Southern Tati are 

only found in Iran, making it difficult to take 

the message of Christ to them. Bible trans-

lations in their language, Alviri-Vidari, are 

available along with some gospel recordings. 
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Day 1

Day 2

Day 3

Day 4

EXTREME AND 
GROWING STRONGER

REACHING PEOPLE’S 
LIVING ROOMS

DO YOU REALLY
FOLLOW HIM?

THE SOUTHERN 
TATI OF IRAN



My name is Dalir,* and I am from Iran. I used 

to be a good Muslim, always going to the 

mosque, praying regularly, and fasting for 

Ramadan. I thought that if I did many good 

deeds then Allah would approve of me. 

But then my brother gave me a Bible and a 

DVD about Jesus. The message of the DVD 

was that God is love. It talked about love in a 

way I had not heard before, especially about 

loving enemies. I began to read the Bible, 

and I saw in the Sermon on the Mount where 

Jesus said that if someone slaps you on the 

cheek, then let him slap your other cheek. 

This was so different for me. 

Currently, no evangelical churches are able 

to operate in the open in Iran. All evangelical 

Christians are forced to meet secretly in 

underground churches that are often heavily 

watched by outsiders and the government.

These secret churches in Iran must be 

small in order to avoid detection and so 

that they can be dispersed in an instant. 

Some gatherings are as small as a single 

family and can therefore feel isolated from 

Christian community. The biblical metaphor 

of iron sharpening iron is difficult to carry 

out, noted one believer, since individuals and 

small groups live like branches disconnected 

from the body of believers. 

Pray for house churches to find ways 

to sharpen each other and grow in their 

knowledge of God’s Word.

Pray for isolated believers to find 

community with other Christians and to be 

strengthened in their faith.

Pray for Iranian Christians to have a burden 

to take the gospel to the Southern Tati people 

and for churches to be planted among them.

Pray for more evangelistic resources to be 

produced and distributed to the Southern Tati. 

*Name changed for security purposes

It all came together one night as I slept. I 

dreamed that the world was falling apart all 

around me. The sky was red. The world was 

full of ashes—like Armageddon. I stood with 

my brother on the roof, and we saw Jesus 

coming in a white robe. He grabbed my 

brother and I yelled for him to stop. I said, 

“Why are you taking my brother? Why don’t 

you take me?” I begged Jesus to please come 

back, and He did. He brought my brother 

back and told me that one day He would 

come back and take both of us together. 

When I woke, my pillow was completely wet 

with tears. I called my brother and gave my 

heart to Jesus. My life changed dramatically.

Pray for Muslims in Iran like Dalir to receive 

the Bible and evangelistic materials in their 

own language. 

Pray for Christians to share the gospel with 

their families, like Dalir’s brother did for him. 

Families often come to faith together when 

one member is bold in their witness. 

Persecution in Iran is so intense that many 

Christians feel like they are no longer safe to 

remain in their country. Many flee to neigh-

boring countries or to Europe as refugees, of-

ten leaving family and friends behind without 

knowing if they will be able to return. 

Refugees can be ostracized in a new culture 

as they try to learn the new language and 

way of life. Many times it can be difficult for 

Iranian refugees to find Christian community 

in a new place, which leads to loneliness. In 

some countries, groups of Iranian refugees 

are able to meet together and grow in Christ. 

Pray for Iranian refugees to find Christian 

community and support in their new country. 

Pray that they would continue to grow in their 

relationship with Christ.

Pray for people in countries that receive 

Iranian refugees to not be afraid but rather to 

welcome them and to help the refugees adjust 

to a new culture and life. 
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Day 6

Day 5

WITNESS, THE WORD, 
AND A DREAM

DISCONNECTED 
BRANCHES 

Day 7 FLEEING IRAN



Often when believers in Iran are in prison, 

they are not allowed to have anything with 

them, especially a Bible. When Nousha* spent 

thirty-seven days in solitary confinement, she 

longed to have her Bible with her, but all she 

had was a pen. 

“I brought my pen from the interrogation 

room back to my cell, and I wrote verses on 

the prison walls. Then if there was a time 

when I couldn’t remember any verses, I could 

read them on the walls. God gave me many 

verses, some I did not remember being in the 

Bible.”

Pray for Christians imprisoned in Iran to 

have access to God’s Word either through 

an actual Bible or by memorizing portions of 

Scripture. 

Pray for Iranian believers to have courage 

during times of intense persecution in prisons. 

There is a big need for people to share the 

true gospel with Iranians who are seeking 

a better life. Many media outlets and other 

influences propagate a gospel that promises 

physical prosperity rather than spiritual life. 

Evangelism in Iran can be a challenge 

because following Jesus often brings 

suffering and hardship. Iranians need the 

work of God’s Spirit to help them see that 

an eternity with Jesus is far greater than any 

material gain they could have in this life. 

Pray for Christians to be able to share the 

true gospel with Iranians and thus to expose 

many of the false gospels that are prevalent. 

Pray for Iranians to see that Jesus is 

greater than health, wealth, and prosperity 

and that the suffering of God’s children is 

only temporary. 

Week Two

The Mazanderani people in Iran make up 

a group of 2.6 million people. Although 

attempts have been made to engage them 

with the gospel, the Mazanderanis are 

considered to be unreached. They are only 

found in Iran, making it difficult for the gospel 

to spread among them.

Like many Persian groups in Iran, the 

Mazanderani people follow Shia Islam. 

A major challenge for discipleship among 

Iranian Christians is cultivating a good theology 

of persecution. One Christian worker explained, 

“When you’re persecuted, you have to ask 

yourself, is it worth it—is there something 

better—is there something beyond the jail cell 

that makes it all worth doing?”

New believers need to be trained to see beyond 

the persecution to what awaits them in eternity. 

They need to be taught the whole story of the 

Bible, especially Christ’s Second Coming—the 

time when he judges evil and blesses his people 

with their eternal reward. 

As persecuted Christians sit alone in a jail cell or 

face rejection after rejection in the search for a 

job, they need to be grounded in the fact that 

there is hope in Christ. 

Also important to a theology of persecution 

is understanding that suffering is a part of 

following Jesus. A common misconception 

carried over from Islam is that persecution 

occurs because God is angry. Suffering may 

be seen as a curse from God. Rather than 

the prosperity gospel, churches need good 

discipleship to help Christians in Iran think 

biblically and eternally.

Pray for Iranian Christians to receive good 

discipleship that will encourage them to trust 

God and be bold witnesses for him. 

Pray for leaders in the Iranian churches to 

be trained biblically so that they can disciple 

others. 

*Name changed for security purposes
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Day 8

Day 9

Day 11

THE WRITING ON 
THE WALL

CLARITY IS KEY

THE MAZANDERANI 
PEOPLE

Day 10 A THEOLOGY OF 
PERSECUTION



An unintended effect of the 1979 Islamic 

Revolution in Iran was (ironically) the 

exponential growth of the church. However, 

because Christianity had long been 

associated with the West in Iran, Iranians 

struggled to understand how the gospel 

could fit their culture. Whether intentionally 

or not, Western missionaries often mixed 

the Christian message with Western cultural 

practices. 

As Westerners left Iran because of the 

revolution, Iranians began to be curious 

about the gospel. Since this time, the spread 

of the gospel has continually increased 

as Iranians have seen that the gospel is 

relevant for all cultures. 

Pray for the gospel to continue to spread 

far and wide in Iran and for Iranians to 

receive its message. 

Pray that more Iranians would see that 

Jesus is not merely for those in the West, but 

rather the Savior of the entire world. 

My name is Hamid* and I am from Iran. 

Before I met Jesus, I was addicted to drugs 

for twenty years. I tried so hard to find 

a way out of my addiction. I went to the 

mosque and to a holy man, but I could find 

no relief. 

Then one day I met a group of Christians 

who asked if they could pray for me. When 

they started praying I immediately knew 

They have Bible translations in their language 

but lack evangelistic materials like the Jesus film. 

Pray for ministry among the Mazanderani of 

Iran to bear fruit and for many Mazanderanis 

to place their faith in Christ. 

Pray for more evangelistic materials to 

be created and distributed among the 

Mazanderani.

The decision to leave Iran is not without its 

heartbreak. Although many Christians have 

to escape persecution, they often leave be-

hind family, friends, and the home they love. 

Once they are gone, they likely can never go 

back. 

Despite the challenges Christians face in Iran, 

they miss their culture and home once they 

flee. They must start over, often with a com-

pletely different life than they had before. 

Pray for Christians who have been forced 

to flee Iran permanently. Ask God to comfort 

them and give them peace in their new 

homes. 

Pray for Iranian refugees as they grieve over 

having to leave their homes. Ask God to bring 

them into contact with churches that proclaim 

the gospel.

that this Jesus was real and that he could 

take away my addiction. I gave my life to him 

right then. 

There are so many people like me who try to 

escape the hardships we face in my country 

through drug use, alcohol, and many other 

things. Islam couldn’t fill us with peace, so 

we sought to be filled by other things. When 

I was an addict, my god was drugs. Many 

people in Iran are suffering from this today. 

Pray for God to bring physical and spiritual 

healing to Iranians like Hamid who are battling 

addictions to drugs and alcohol.

Pray for Christians in Iran to continue to 

minister to the hurting and addicted in Iran, 

bringing them to Jesus. 

*Name changed for security purposes
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Day 12

Day 13

CHRISTIANITY AND 
WESTERN CULTURE

FROM DRUGS 
TO JESUS

Day 14 NO GOING BACK



Shadi* sat alone, crying on the cold floor of 

the prison cell. Since her arrest two weeks 

ago, the interrogators have done all they 

could to make her tell the names of her 

other church members. But today they took 

their persecution to another level: they 

came after her children. 

Her daughter was pulled out of the 

university, where she was training to become 

a doctor. Her son was not allowed to go to 

secondary school, and they said he’d never 

go back. She tried to contact them, but the 

guards would not let her. If she gave up the 

names they wanted, she could go home. 

After a month, the authorities released her, 

tired of bothering with her. But the damage 

had already been done. 

Shadi tried to talk with her children about 

what happened to them, but they were 

angry with her. Why did she follow this 

Jesus when all he brought them was 

trouble, they asked. She pleaded with them, 

but their wounds were too fresh for them to 

forgive her. 

Often persecution of one family member 

affects the whole family. Parents are 

threatened with trouble for their children 

or their other family members. Sometimes 

children have a hard time understanding 

why their parents would follow Jesus 

when it seems so hard. These parents must 

endure the guilt of ruining their children’s 

lives while trying to persuade them that 

Jesus is worthy of such hardship. 

Pray for parents to endure persecution 

against their families. Pray for them to have 

wisdom and grace when their families are 

against them.

Pray for the children of Iranian Christians 

to see the faith of their parents and to 

desire to follow Jesus too.

Week Three
Out of more than 81 million Iranians, 

evangelical Christians make up only 0.2 

percent of the population. The majority of 

people—over 98 percent—follow Islam and 

are often hard to reach with the gospel. 

Christians in Iran are like tiny beacons of light 

in a land full of darkness. 

Of Iran’s 47 people groups, 45 of those 

groups are considered unreached, and 25 

of those groups are unengaged. With such 

overwhelming numbers, it would seem that 

Christians could not make a difference. Yet, 

they are. As believers proclaim the gospel, 

more and more people are responding to it. 

Pray for the 0.2 percent of evangelical 

Christians in Iran to speak boldly about their 

faith to unbelievers. 

Pray for many Iranians to hear the gospel 

and become followers of Christ. 

Due to travel restrictions for foreigners and 

the forced exit of some Iranian Christians, 

believers left in Iran often have a great 

need for discipleship. New believers need 

to understand God’s Word and they need 

guidance in how to live for Christ in a culture 

that opposes their new faith.

Christian workers living outside of Iran have 

begun developing ways to share discipleship 

materials and training electronically—through 

aps, videos, and more. Though discipleship 

in person is always best, these electronic 

methods allow Iranian believers to have access 

to training they would not otherwise receive. 

Pray for the projects focused on getting 

discipleship materials into Iran. Ask that this 

training might be accessible for many people 

and produce much fruit. 

Pray for the developers of these discipleship 

materials to teach what is biblical and to 

persevere faithfully in serving the Iranian 

church. 
*Name changed for security purposes
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Day 15
Day 16

Day 17

TRAINING UP 
CHILDREN

THE TINY 
PERCENTAGE

ELECTRONIC 
DISCIPLESHIP



With a population of 4 million, the Central 

Sorani Kurds are one of the largest people 

groups in Iran. They follow Sunni Islam, 

believing that the first four caliphs are 

the rightful successors of Muhammad. 

Central Sorani Kurds number around 8.8 

million worldwide and can be found in five 

countries.

This Kurdish people group has the Bible, 

Jesus film, and some gospel recordings in 

their language of Central Kurdish. They are 

currently being engaged with the gospel 

but remain an unreached people group.

Pray for the efforts to reach the Central 

Sorani Kurds of Iran to bear fruit and for 

many to come to Christ. 

Pray for the Central Sorani Kurds to 

become reached with the gospel and to 

reach out to other people groups. 

As the revolution in 1979 pushed out many 

Western influences in Iran, the gospel began 

to spread throughout the country. Iranians 

saw that Christianity was not just a Western 

religion, but rather a message that spoke 

to other cultures as well. Openness to the 

gospel has been steadily increasing. 

More recently, Iranians have seen the 

introduction of Western ideals through 

satellite TV. The truth of the gospel is often 

mixed with the idea of having a better life, 

thus compromising the distinctiveness 

of Christianity. There is still openness to 

Jesus, but some people are starting to link 

Christianity with the West once again. 

Pray for people in Iran to hear and believe 

the true gospel rather than a compromised 

message being exported by some in the West. 

Pray for the gospel to continue to spread 

throughout Iran despite the presence of false 

gospels. 

A Christian worker shared with us that Iran 

has the potential to become a missions-send-

ing base for the Muslim world. “The church in 

Iran is so receptive right now,” he said. “They 

could be the next mission force on Islam.”

God is doing a great work in Iran as more and 

more people become receptive to the gospel 

and the church continues to grow. Training 

for the Iranian church is crucial as they seek 

to reach the Muslim world for Christ. 

“We’ve got to ground them in God’s word,” 

the Christian worker said. “From this will 

emerge many, many missionaries to Muslims.” 

Pray for believers in Iran to receive training 

and be disciple makers. 

Pray for Iran to become a sending hub for 

missionaries to the Muslim world. 

Refugees from Iran often arrive in a new 

country with the cards stacked against them. 

They don’t know how long they may be able 

stay in one place, though they must still learn 

the language and culture of their new home. 

Many refugees worked as doctors, business 

professionals, dentists, or in some other 

specialized occupation. However, in their new 

homes they are often forced to find work in 

something other than what they were trained 

for, such as driving a taxi or working at a 

factory. Refugees have to begin new lives, 

carrying with them the emotional burdens 

from their old lives in Iran.  

Pray for Iranian refugees to be able to 

resettle well as they begin their lives in new 

contexts. 

Pray for people to welcome refugees and to 

help them adjust to the new cultures they find 

themselves in.
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Day 18

Day 19

THE CENTRAL 
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BACKWARDS

Day 20

Day 21

A HUB 
FOR MISSIONS

BUILDING 
NEW LIVES



My name is Javed,* and I have followed 

Jesus for sixteen years. I grew up in a 

Muslim family that was very religious. I was 

only allowed to read the Qur’an, but no 

other books about God. 

When I went to college, I met a Christian 

group and I heard about Jesus. I did not 

accept the gospel at first because I wanted 

to find out the truth about Jesus myself. I 

prayed for one month and asked Jesus if he 

was real. I waited to hear an answer. 

I had almost given up when I was given a 

vision. The world was very dark. Heaven 

opened, and I saw something white coming 

down. It was a lovely sight. Jesus asked me 

if I wanted to follow him, and I said yes. 

I went to the pastor of the Christian group 

the next day and told him about my vision. 

The pastor told me that being a Christian 

would be hard, that I might lose my job and 

have problems with my family. I accepted this 

because I wanted to follow Jesus. 

My life with Jesus as a Christian in Iran has 

been very hard, but it has also been beautiful. 

Pray for Iranians to be confronted with the 

gospel and to be receptive to its message.

Pray for new believers to understand that 

following Jesus can often be costly. Ask God 

to help them see that Jesus is worth the risk. 

Week Four

How do you function as a church and minister 

to other believers when at any time people 

in your church could be imprisoned or forced 

to flee the country? How do you reach out to 

unbelievers with the gospel when you face 

severe persecution? 

This is a question that Iranian churches deal 

with on a daily basis. They must navigate 

the rough waters of meeting in secret. With 

strong desires to share the gospel with others 

in their country, they must be continually 

careful about who they trust with the details 

of their church meetings. 

Pray for churches in Iran to have wisdom to 

navigate the difficulties of meeting secretly. 

Pray for churches to continue to reach out to 

the lost despite the potential risks.

The Khunsari people are only found in Iran 

and they number about 23,500. As an 

unengaged, unreached people group, they 

currently do not have anyone taking the 

gospel to them. 

A Persian people group, the Khunsari follow 

Shia Islam like most other people groups in 

Persecution in Iran takes many forms. One 

way that authorities punish Christians 

is by taking the deeds to their homes 

to use as leverage against them. Even 

more heartbreaking to a believer is when 

authorities also take over their families’ 

homes and put pressure on them to 

renounce Christ. 

Christians also face hardship in their jobs, 

especially after they have been identified 

and arrested by the government. People in 

the community fear linking themselves with 

an enemy of the government, so believers 

are pushed out of their jobs and are often 

unable to find new jobs. Often they become 

poor and unable to provide food for their 

families. 

Pray for persecuted believers who have 

their property taken from them or from their 

families. Ask that they will maintain a strong 

faith despite this persecution. 

Pray for believers to be able to find work 

that can support them and their families. 

*Name changed for security purposes
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Day 23

Day 24

Day 25

DIFFICULT BUT
BEAUTIFUL

MINISTRY AMONG 
HARDSHIP

THE KHUNSARI 
PEOPLE

Day 22 WHAT THEY TAKE



Iran. They have Bible translations and gospel 

recordings in their language, but they do 

not have radio broadcasts like some other 

groups in the country. 

Pray for Christians in Iran to have a burden 

for the Khunsari people and to take the 

gospel to them. 

Pray for Khunsari people to read the Bible 

in their language and to have someone to 

teach them about Jesus. 

A Christian worker described to us the 

challenges of training up disciples who face 

persecution for their faith. “It’s a tough thing,” 

he said. “Do you pray for God to stop the 

persecution? I don’t like to see people suffer. I 

want them to find relief.” 

However, Christian persecution in Iran has 

resulted in many people coming to faith in 

Christ. “The church is refined, and in that 

refinement they become effective gospel 

witnesses,” he said. 

Our brothers and sisters in Iran want to see 

the gospel continue to advance, but this 

often means they will suffer for their faith. 

Pray for the persecuted church in Iran to 

be strengthened and encouraged with the 

promises of God’s Word. 

Pray for Christian workers to know how to 

support, teach, and train Iranian Christians as 

they walk through persecution together. 

My name is Yasmin.* I was born into a very 

religious Muslim family in Iran. They taught 

me everything about the Islamic faith. I 

learned to do my duty and my prayers as a 

Muslim. I loved God and wanted to please 

him however I could. 

As I grew up, I strongly desired to have a 

relationship with God. I wanted to feel his 

presence and peace in my life, but I could 

The Arab people of Iran number 1.2 million 

people. They are engaged with the gospel 

but still remain unreached. This particular 

group of Arabs is only found in Iran. 

Iranian Arabs follow Shia Islam and speak 

the Mesopotamian Arabic language. They 

have Bible translations and some evangelism 

materials available in their language. 

Pray for the people working with the Arabs 

of Iran to be bold in their witness and to reach 

many with the gospel.

Pray for Iranian Arabs to have access to the 

Scriptures in their language and to learn about 

Jesus through His Word. 

never find it. I tried so many things, but I did 

not know God truly. 

After I tried all I knew to do, I gave up. I 

stopped my prayers as a Muslim and began 

partying, drinking, and smoking. One day, my 

cousin invited me to church. I was so upset 

with her because she became a Christian. But 

I decided to go anyway. 

I felt the presence of God at that church—the 

thing I had been looking for all my life. I went 

to church for eight weeks until I finally gave 

my heart to Jesus and found the peace I 

needed.

Pray for people like Yasmin to find peace as 

they encounter Christ in the gospel. 

Pray for Christians to reach out to their family 

members and invite them to follow Jesus.

*Name changed for security purposes
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Day 26

Day 27

DISCIPLING THE 
PERSECUTED

FROM LOVING 
ALLAH TO LOVING 
JESUS

Day 28 THE ARAB 
PEOPLE



When Arash* was in college, he met a girl 

who seemed very different from others 

around her. She was very kind and peaceful. 

She was a follower of Jesus. Her life seemed 

interesting to him, and she became a good 

friend to Arash during his college years. 

Some time later, Arash’s father had a 

helicopter accident, leaving his legs badly 

damaged. His family prayed constantly for 

healing, going to the imam for help and 

advice. One day Arash received a phone call 

from his college friend who asked how his 

father was doing. She and her church had 

prayed for his recovery. 

The next morning Arash was startled awake 

by his father’s yelling. As he came into the 

room, Arash saw that his father could move 

his legs. His family rejoiced together, and 

Arash knew that his friend’s prayers had 

healed his father. 

That weekend Arash visited his friend’s 

home where he learned more about Jesus. 

He wasn’t able to go to church with his 

friend because of the police, but he was 

able to watch a satellite TV program to 

continue learning. During one TV program, 

the speaker gave a call to repent and 

believe in Jesus, and Arash was ready to 

give his life to Christ. 

Pray for miracles like the healing of 

Arash’s father to lead Iranians to hear and 

respond to the truth of the gospel. 

Pray for Christians like Arash’s friend to be 

faithful to pray for lost people and to share 

the hope of the gospel with them.

Week Five
Authorities in Iran are concerned with 

people trying to spread Christianity in the 

country because it spreads the religion of 

the West. They do all they can to isolate 

believers from one another, raiding churches 

and throwing people in prison. 

They also isolate Christians from their 

families and communities through 

intimidation. Property seizures and threats 

to family members are common. The 

government’s goal is to silence Christianity 

and prevent the spread of the gospel.

Pray for government officials to hear the 

gospel and be changed by the power of God. 

Pray for Christians living in isolation to find 

community with other believers. Ask that 

healthy churches might be planted with 

strong leadership.

The Bakhtiari people group of Iran number 

about 1 million and are only found in Iran. 

Although they are currently engaged with 

the gospel, they remain unreached. Most 

Bakhtiari people follow Shia Islam, the major 

religion of Iran.

Bible translations, the Jesus film, and gospel 

recordings are available in the Bakhtiari 

language. There is, however, still a need for 

radio broadcasts in this language in order to 

reach the Bakhtiari in their homes. 

Pray for the work being done to reach 

the Bakhtiari to continue and to produce 

followers of Christ. 

Pray for believers from the Bakhtiari people 

group to emerge and to share the gospel 

with others. 

*Name changed for security purposes
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Day 30
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Thank You 
for joining us in praying for Iran this month. 

We believe that God is working in this land of spiritual 

darkness, and we ask that you continue to pray with us. 

When Iranian people follow Christ, they risk everything. 

Many will face violence and imprisonment for 

identifying with Jesus. Please continue to pray for 

these believers to be strong in their faith and to boldly 

proclaim the gospel. Pray also for the unreached people 

groups of Iran to hear the gospel and turn to Christ. May 

God transform the hearts of many Iranians, bringing 

them from darkness to light. 
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As part of the FOR IRAN campaign, we will humbly pray for 

our brothers and sisters in Iran while simultaneously raising 

$150,000 to create 50,000 gospel memory cards and distribute 

them to Iranian unbelievers. Each gospel memory card will 

contain the entire Bible in their heart language, 10 gospel-

centered videos, articles, books, over 40 gospel presentations 

in a variety of languages—and even a way for the recipient to 

learn more about Jesus from a local believer.

If each person who participates in Secret Church 17 gives only 

$3, our goal will be exceeded. Join with us in praying and giving 

FOR IRAN online at radical.net/offering.

P U B L I S H E D  2 0 1 7

Sharing or reproducing this prayer guide is permitted and encouraged.

Please ask permission before editing in any way.




