
Mountain View Baptist Church      
May 21, 2017 

 

“Going Forward….In Faith” 

                                                         Welcome to Mountain View Baptist Church!               

Thank you for attending our worship service today. First time Guests, please complete one of the cards located on 

the back of a seat near you and place it in the offering plate, so we may have a record of your visit.   Members, 

please use it for prayer requests, address changes, or update email and place it in the offering plate. 

             When Life Is Hard 
by James MacDonald 

 

Taught by Bro. Sammy  
 

Tonight at 5pm 

 Session 6 

Final Session 

  COME FORTH AS GOLD 

 Special  Misson Offering 
 A special offering will be received 

TODAY, for our Association  

Evangelistic Mission Project in San 

Rafael, Nicaragua. 

  The Mission Team will be using the 

funds to purchase building  

supplies to build the Jehová Jireh 

 Church(Evangelical).   

SIGN UP WHERE YOU 
WOULD LIKE TO  
SERVE AT THE  

WELCOME CENTER! 

Attention “Local Missions” Ministry Team 
Please sign the list at the welcome center in the 
area where you will be able to serve during our 
VBS Promotion & Pre-registration on Saturday 
June 3, at Piggly Wiggly Phil Campbell From 
10am –1pm. 
 We need 4 Volunteers per hour in the follow-

ing areas :  grilling /serving hotdogs, chips 
and drinks. 

 We need 4 per hour handing our VBS flyers 
and gospel tracts. 

 We need 3 per hour working at VBS pre-
registration table. 

 We need 2 youth per hour holding VBS signs 
 
Thank you for serving on our “Local Mission” 
ministry team and using your spiritual gift of 
“serving”. 
 
Bro. Sammy 

Exciting new 10 week discipleship series beginning 
May 28 at 5 pm. 
Why do we lose our temper? Why do we tend to hurt 
those we care for most? How do families find them-
selves broken? The reason is often the way we think. 
If you repeatedly find yourself in places where you 
don’t want to go, it’s your thinking that’s leading you 
there. This Bible study on strongholds examines how 
they came to be… and offers believers a biblical path 
toward repentance and the renewing their minds. God 
offers our only hope for victory over disposition, 
dysfunction, double-mindedness, and every other 
mental stronghold. With Him, we can think differently. 

Congratulations 2017 High School Graduates! 
 

Jacob Litteral 
Joshua Burcham 

 

Phil Campbell High School 

Graduation Thursday May 25 at 7pm 
 

Lillie Glass 
 

Russellville High School 

Graduation Friday May 26 at 7:30pm 



        The Persecuted Church   
Columbia:  Death Threats & Ministry 

     Starting a new church from scratch is never easy. But it’s even more difficult when you have to do it amid death threats.   
     Death threats have been a standard part of ministry life for “Xavier Gonzalez,” a church planter working one of Colombia’s 

most dangerous regions: a poor, rural area currently ruled by paramilitaries.   

Before he moved into ministry, Xavier had a successful career in broadcasting. But in 2009, God directed him to begin a church 

in one of Colombia’s poorest cities. Even his coworkers warned him, saying, “That’s a violent place. There are paramilitaries there, and they are 

going to kill you.” 

      But Xavier couldn’t deny the call from God. “God gave me an order and I have to go,” he told them. “Even I have to die for Jesus, I will go.” 

In the 12 years since he yielded to the call, Xavier says God has kept him through everything. He’s been threatened by guerrillas,  

paramilitary members and even street gangs. His wife was robbed at gunpoint, and the robbers told her, “If you see us again, pretend you’ve never 

seen us before. If not, we’ll kill you.” 

      Near the beginning of his ministry, a leftist guerrilla told him the reason why the armed groups fighting against the government hate Christians. 

The man told Xavier, “My boss hates Christians because Christians make people not want to join our ranks.” 

     And though he and his church of about 130 are hated, they chose to offer love to their enemies. “We preach about love and forgiving others and 

they don’t want to forgive. They don’t want this to be preached… [but] we treat them well. We give them food, we give them soda and serve them 

in any way we can,” Xavier said. 

     Though the threats are constant, the actions of the Christians are making a difference. One believer was summoned to meet the paramilitaries, 

which almost always means you’ll be killed. He said goodbye to his wife, and the church began to pray for him.  When he reached the paramilitary 

camp deep in the jungle, he was greeted by a tall, black woman. He shook her hand firmly to show that he wasn’t afraid. “How can I help you?” he 

asked the woman. 

     She looked surprised. “What do you mean? Everyone who comes here wants something from me.” 

     “I can help you,” he said, “because I have God and you don’t. I know that God can do things in your life.”The woman began to cry. “That’s why 

I asked for you,” she said. She revealed she had cancer and asked for prayer. The Christian man prayed for her and headed home. Three months 

later the paramilitary woman called him to tell him the cancer was gone. The strength of the church members’ testimonies and interactions like this 

have given Xavier and the other believers a measure of respect in the community, but the danger remains constant. Though recent news from  

Colombia is all about a peace process between the government and the rebels, in Xavier’s area, nothing changed. “In our region, all they did was put 

the uniform away,” he said. “But there are still weapons and they are still issuing threats.” He said the paramilitary groups have done the same 

thing. 

      Their hope is not in a government-negotiated peace process. “We are putting our hope in the lasting peace that God can give,” he said. 

Xavier’s request to his brothers and sisters is for prayer for protection. He said prayer will allow them to continue to preach, to grow and to 

 overcome every problem. “Every threat we take as a challenge because we want to win these people for the Lord. That is all we want.” 
 ©2017 The Voice of the Martyrs 

 

Ministry Workers for Today 

 

Usher/Offering: Dan Peppers, Andrew  

Welborn, Randy Thompson, Sammy Garrison 

 

 Nursery: Mary Belvin, Angela Hill, 

Tabitha Harper 

 

 Children’s Welcome Center:  

Brenda Davis, Diane Pounders 

 

Children’s Church Workers: 

Sonja Messer 

 

Children’s Extended Session: 

Caitlin and Scott Maijala 

 

Adult Welcome Center: 

May—Men—Terry Pounders 

 

Ministry Workers for Next Sunday 

 

Usher/Offering: Dan Peppers, Tony  

Champion, Richard Whitten, Heath Hill 

 

 Nursery: Kenny Belvin, Faith James,  

Jenni Dollar 

 

Children’s Welcome Center:  

Mary Belvin, Pam Clement 

 

Children’s Church Workers:  

 

 

Children’s Extended Session: 

Mallory McCreary 

 

 

 

 

May 14,  2017 
Bible Fellowship......................................100 

Morning Worship....................................165 

Children’s Church…….............................16 

Sunday Night Discipleship…..………....NA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Team KID Van Ministry Team 

 

May 24….Cody Loden and Kevin Hill 

May 31….Greg and Jennifer Baker 

   

  www.mtviewbaptistchurch.org 

 Visit our website for announcements,  

   monthly calendar, and services! 

Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting 
      58 Adults        13 Youth     

      41 TeamKID      5 Nursery 

           Total Attendance  117 

Counting  Committee for May 

  Team 2: 

    Benton Nix, Michael Peppers, 

   Lorie Dorroh, Sherry Peppers 


