
Second Coming Series

During the exciting years of space exploration, after astronauts 
completed their mission and were preparing to reenter the earth’s 
atmosphere, people anxiously awaited their successful return. 
Within a few suspenseful minutes the world knew whether the 
pioneering humans had again conquered outer space.

Interplanetary travel is a marvelous accomplishment, but this 
“giant step for mankind” is a flea’s hop compared to the celestial 
trip believers are going to take with Jesus! Of course, many people 
scoff at the possibility of such an event. We should not be surprised, 
however. The Apostle Peter predicted, “There shall come in the last 
days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where is 
the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things 
continue as they were from the beginning of the creation” (2 Pet. 3:3-
4). Skeptics do not realize that God visited earth 1,900 years ago in 
the person of Christ, and that He will literally return again.

Anyone who is willing to investigate The Scriptures discovers this 
tremendous truth. The Old Testament prophets predicted that a 
descendant of David would become King of the earth, and that He 
would be born of a virgin in Bethlehem, thus fulfilling many signs 
foretold beforehand. Hence, since Jesus fulfilled all these prophecies, 
we may rest assured He will further fulfill the prophecies about His 
second coming. 

Even so, as we discovered in our overview of Christ’s return, His 
visible second coming with His saints will be preceded by an invisible 
coming for His saints. We call this invisible coming, the Rapture of 
the church. Therefore, as we consider the rapture of God’s people at 
the end of the church age, let’s follow the outline below:

I. The Rapture Depicted
II. The Rapture Detailed 
III. The Rapture Desired

Observe three thrilling truths about this next 
great event—the Rapture. The first truth 
which thrills believers is the way the rapture 
is depicted in the New Testament.  Initially, 
we find Jesus’ return related to His going to 
heaven after His resurrection. “As He went 
up, behold, two men stood by them in white 
apparel; which also said. Ye men of Galilee, 
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This 
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:10-
11). Jesus’ Ascension was a literal event, and 
His return will also be literal. Jesus Christ 
ascended bodily, and He will return bodily. In 
addition, since His departure was visible, His 
return will be visible (though the first phase 
for His people will not be seen by unbelievers).

As I understand the prophetic Scriptures, 
the next event on God’s calendar is the return 
of Jesus in the air and His catching up of 
all born-again individuals. Regardless of 
denominational affiliation, every person who 
knows Jesus as Savior is a member of His 
spiritual body.  And each one will hear His 
sudden call to meet Him in the air. 

The Rapture is portrayed in the Bible even 
though the word is not used. Note again 1 
Thessalonians 4:16-17, “The Lord Himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout ... 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then 
we which are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air.” The Greek word harpato 
means to seize hastily, to snatch oneself, or to 
rescue from impending danger. It carries with 
it the idea of ecstasy, joy, or delight. The word 
is also used in other passages in the Word of 
God, “And to wait for His Son from heaven, 
whom He raised from the dead even Jesus, 
which delivered (raptured) us from the wrath 
to come” (1 Thess. 1:10). 

I. The Rapture Depicted 
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In 2 Corinthians the Apostle Paul talks about an experience he had when he 
was caught up into the third heaven. He uses the same word. He was “caught 
up” (i.e. raptured). The Apostle was in an ecstasy and saw things which were 
not lawful for a man to utter (12:2-4). When the word “rapture” is employed, 
it indicates a “catching up” of the people of God. In short, the rapture refers 
to the literal, actual transformation of every living believer when Jesus comes. 
Their miraculous flight becomes “rapture,” signifying both a carrying away and a 
blissful experience.

Several illustrations of the Rapture are given in the Word of God. In Genesis 5, 
the sixth generation after Adam is represented by Enoch. His ancestors lived a 
certain number of years, then died. But Enoch was different, for he “walked with 
God, and he was not; for God took him” (5:24). The Hebrews’ author explains, 
“By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, 
because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, 
that he pleased God” (11:5). What God did for Enoch shortly before the great 
Flood He is going to do for a whole generation of believers when Jesus Christ 
raptures His Church!

There is a second illustration 
in the Old Testament—
Elijah. The Bible records 
Elijah being carried up to 
heaven in a chariot of fire in 
a whirlwind (2 Kings 2:11). 
Recall that Elijah had fled 
into the desert to escape the 
wicked Queen Jezebel, after 
he had slain her prophets on 
Mt. Carmel (1 Kings 18:40; 
1 Kings 19:1-3). There he prayed, “Take away my life; for I am not better than 
my fathers” (1 Kings 19:4). Elijah did not die, however. God postponed his 
departure date and then sent a fiery celestial vehicle! Similarly, someday our 
bodies will be “carried away” to be with the Lord. In fact, when He returns for 
us, we will duplicate the ascension of Jesus Himself, being reunited bodily with 
Him in the heavens! Therefore, the raptures depicted in the past indicate how 
our future is to unfold when Christ comes for His saints.

Reflection Connection
When you think of the rapture, 
what first comes to your mind? 
Explain.

II. The Rapture Detailed 
As we have made clear, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 is a key text in understanding 
the Rapture. It offers a detailed description God’s people may embrace 
concerning the coming of our Lord for us. The believers in Thessalonica had 
become Christians through Paul’s preaching and had grown rapidly in their 
faith. After Paul had taught them the basics of being a believer, he moved to the 
other cities.

Within two years, scholars tell us, Paul put many of his teachings into permanent 
form in his first letter to the Thessalonian church. Part of Paul’s letter answers 
questions these young believers had in their minds, questions like:  What 
happens to loved ones who have died before Jesus comes again?  Would the 

The rapture refers 
to the literal, actual 
transformation of 
every living believer 
when Jesus comes. 
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dead ones miss out on the Rapture? When will it occur? With these questions 
in mind, Paul wrote,

“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren … For this we say unto you 
by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming 
of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words” (4:13-18).  

Not wanting Christians to sorrow for the dead like people who had no hope 
of eternal life, Paul began to explain, “If [since] we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him” (v. 
14). The resurrection of Jesus is the guarantee of our resurrection! Paul goes 
on to say that the bodies of deceased believers will be caught up from their 
graves at the same time living believers are translated to the heavens. Elsewhere 
in Scripture we are told that the spirits of these deceased believers have already 
joined (the Lord in heaven (2 Cor. 5:6-8; Phil. 1:21-23). 

Then Paul describes our Lord’s return. “The Lord Himself shall descend ...” In 
the original language the pronoun “Himself ” is at the beginning of the sentence 
in the emphatic position. There will be no messenger: Jesus Christ Himself is 
coming! This is why death for the 
believer cannot be considered as 
the second coming of Christ. 

Also, the day of Pentecost cannot 
be the second coming of Jesus. 
Jesus Himself will welcome us 
into heaven and His glory. There 
are three sounds associated with 
the coming again of our Lord:  a 
shout, a voice, and a trumpet. The 
“shout” evidently comes from Jesus, 
“Marvel not at this: for the hour is 
coming, in which all that are in the 
graves shall hear His voice” ( John 
5:28). Later Jesus stood before the tomb of Lazarus, who had been dead four 
days, and called, “Lazarus, come forth.” As one country preacher said, “If Jesus 
had not called Lazarus by his first name, every dead believer in that graveyard 
would have come forth!” Lazarus heard him and came out! 

And there is the “voice of the archangel.” In the Book of Jude we are told about 
Michael the archangel guarding the body of Moses from Satan ( Jude 9). It may 
be that when the Lord shouts from heaven the power of an attending angel will 
resurrect buried and disintegrated bodies.

In the Old Testament, trumpets were often used by the people of Israel to signal 
“Advance.” “Retreat or “Assemble.” When Jesus descends from heaven, He will 
shout, the archangel will speak, and the trumpet of God will sound!

The fallacious 
objections offered 
by critics show it 
is easier to kill a 
man than it is to 
kill a fact!
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Scripture seems to teach two resurrections. The reality of resurrection is clearly 
taught in the Old Testament, “And many of them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt” (Dan. 12:2). At this point 
of disclosure about the future life, the 
resurrection for everyone seems to be one 
event. However, in the New Testament 
Jesus began to reveal further details. He 
said, “... All that are in the graves shall 
hear ... and shall come forth; they that 
have done good, unto the resurrection 
of life: and they that have done evil, unto 
the resurrection of damnation” ( John 
5:28-29). But just moments before that He had said, “The dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God. and they that hear shall live” (v. 25). Some will hear 
Christ’s voice, and some will not!

After Jesus’ Resurrection and Ascension, the Apostle Paul wrote about the 
resurrection of God’s people. His description in I Corinthians 15 is perhaps 
the greatest presentation in the Bible on this subject. Paul wrote, “As in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in his own order: 
Christ the first fruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at His coming” (vv. 22-
23). This is the first resurrection; that is, the resurrection of believers which will 
be completed when new believers are killed during the Great Tribulation and 
Jesus then brings them to heaven. They are described in Revelation 20:4-5 with 
a hint of the second resurrection. John records, “And I saw thrones, and they sat 
upon them, and Judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that 
were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the Word of God, and which 
had not worshiped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark 
upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years. But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years 
were finished. This is the first resurrection.” Before the thousand-year reign of 
Jesus Christ there will be a further resurrection of those who are Christ’s and at 
the end of the Millennium the unsaved dead will be raised.

In John’s visions of the end times, the messages he received for seven churches 
may be interpreted as different periods in church history. The last two churches 
are Philadelphia and Laodicea, two churches indicative of two types of 
churches present when Jesus returns. The Laodicean church was described as 
lukewarm, indifferent, and worldly though it professed to have Christian faith. 
The Philadelphia church was pictured as being true to the Word of God and 
energetic in proclaiming the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. This church received 
Jesus’ promise, “Because thou has kept the word of My patience, I also will keep 
thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world” (3:10). 
The “hour of temptation” is nothing other than the Great Tribulation from 
which believers will be caught away. Left behind will be the “church” which has 
Christ’s name but no part of Him.

There are several reasons we can imagine for our meeting the Lord in the air. 
One is it will give the Lord a time of privacy with His followers. The fellowship 
and worship will be too sacred for alienated beings to see; so there will be a 

Some will hear 
Christ’s voice, 
and some will 
not!
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precious privacy of rejoicing. This meeting will also be a way stop in preparation 
for proceeding into the presence of God. It seems a necessary pause.

A second reason exists why we will meet Jesus in the air. The devil is the “prince 
of the power of the air” (Eph. 2:2). Satan’s headquarters seem to be between 
earth and the heaven of heavens where God dwells. Perhaps in this conquered 
territory we will celebrate our final victory with the Captain of our salvation 
over our greatest enemy. When we are caught up to meet the Lord, there is going 
to be a marvelous transformation of our bodies. 

Paul says, “Behold. I show you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed” (1 Cor. 15:51). Everyone will not need to die in order to have his body 
transfigured. Paul continues. “In the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump ... we 
shall be changed” (v. 52), he proclaims. Additionally, to the Philippians Paul 
adds, “We look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our 
vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body” (Phil. 3:20-21). 
Think of it! A saint of God suffering 
with disease will be instantly freed and 
given a perfect body like Christ’s at His 
return in the skies. 

And though this change will occur 
silently and suddenly, imagine the 
changes on earth! Perhaps it will take 
place on a Saturday when a Christian 
family of four sleeps a little late. After 
they have a leisurely breakfast, Dad 
goes out to cut the grass while Mom 
heads for the grocery store. Sister goes 
swimming as brother joins the baseball 
team. That morning the great God 
of heaven takes a trumpet from the 
walls of glory and sounds a blast as the 
Lord descends with a shout. Infidels hear neither the trumpet nor the shout.  
However, in front of the Christian’s house sits a lawn mower running with no 
man to attend it; a car full of groceries waits for a customer who is no longer 
hungry; a group of girls in the swimming pool look for their friend who has 
simply disappeared; and first base is unguarded at the ballpark. All over this 
world people will be missing.  But they are not lost—the frantic people looking 
for them are the lost ones!

When we are 
caught up to 
meet the Lord, 
there is going to 
be a marvelous 
transformation 
of our bodies. 

III. The Rapture Desired 
Generations of faithful preachers have proclaimed the coming of Jesus. 
Sometimes the proclamation scares people half to death. Unfortunately, fear is 
the natural response to those who do not belong to Jesus.  For those who have 
received Christ as personal Savior, the second coming of Jesus forever remains 
“the blessed hope” (Titus 2:13).  For believers, the Rapture means a mansion, 
mysteries unraveled, and multitudes of loving people. It means home, and it 
means happiness. Jesus promised, “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 
God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not 
so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare 
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Wrap Up
When John Glenn, the first American to orbit the earth, returned safely, 
he was welcomed as a national hero. Escorted to Washington, he listened 
intently as President John Kennedy, speaking for the nation, said, “All 
America is proud of you.” All of us have missed some praise and bouquets 
of flowers down here, but in heaven, as God’s precious children, we will 
be honored for our faithful service. Consider today: are you ready for that 
dramatic reentry when God’s people, like steel filings drawn to a magnet, 
will soar up to meet their Savior? If not, why not turn from sin and trust 
Christ today?

a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also” ( John 14:1-3).

In addition, there will be an absence of sin, sorrow, and sickness. John wrote, 
“And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude … saying, Alleluia: for the 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice … for the marriage of 
the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready ... And he saith unto me, 
Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb” 
(Rev. 19:6-9).  Not only so, but the presence of the greatest people of the ages 
will be there, beloved people who have gone on before. 

Finally, Jesus Himself will be there. The truth is, we can merely begin to imagine 
the pleasures waiting for us. The Psalmist wrote,  “Thou wilt shew me the path 
of life: in thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for 
evermore” (Ps. 16:11).  

Reflection Connection
Is there a deep-seated longing 
in your heart for the coming of 
Jesus?  Why or why not?


