
Between Ezra 6 and 7 there 
is about a 60-year period of 
time. A remnant of the children 
of Israel had returned to 
Jerusalem under the leadership 
of Zerubbabel during the reign of 
Cyrus (Ezra 1–2). After a delay 
because of opposition from their 
enemies, they completed the 
building of their new temple (Ezra 
3–6). As that generation died off, 
their children’s generation did 
not have the same spiritual fervor 
as their parents. That is always 
a danger within a Christian 
family or church. It is because 
what is a spiritual reality to one 

generation of believers is taken 
for granted in the lives of their 
children. Then, by the time the 
grandchildren come along, all of 
the fervor of the spiritual reality 
has been lost. That is why it is 
necessary for us to kindle and stir 
the fires of faith. Ezra is the man 
God brings on the scene to do 
just that in Jerusalem.

Ezra was actually a priest, yet 
we will discover he becomes a 
great preacher and teacher of 
the Word of God. The opening 
verses of chapter 7 give us his 
genealogy (7:1-5). They establish 
the fact that he was qualified 

to be a priest. And they trace 
his priesthood all the way back 
to Aaron, the first priest of the 
children of Israel. Ezra had a 
godly heritage.

Today if you have a godly heritage, 
do you realize how blessed 
you are? You have received a 
tremendous spiritual advantage 
and need to thank the Lord for 
it. Yet, if you do not have a godly 
heritage, you can still be used by 
the Lord. There’s not a reason in 
the world why you cannot deter-
mine to live for the Lord. And 
you can begin a spiritual heritage 
for your family.
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As we study the Bible, 
throughout we will find 
references to the hand 

of the Lord. Sometimes it comes on people 
negatively as in judgment. But primarily when 
the Bible talks about the hand of the Lord, it 
is talking about God’s hand of blessing and 
power being upon His people. It is describing 
the providential favor of the Lord.  

In our lesson today, we are introduced to Ezra. 
Not only is the book of Ezra named for him, 
but we will also see he was God’s man for his 
time. God used him in a tremendous way as a 
revivalist and reformer. Some people believe 
Ezra wrote 1 and 2 Chronicles. Others believe 

he was instrumental in the formation of the 
synagogue which became so important to 
the children of Israel in the New Testament 
time. And some believe God used him to 
form the canon of our Old Testament. He 
was indeed a remarkable man. As we use 
the outline below, it will not take us long to 
discover the secret to his success. It was that 
the hand of the Lord was upon him. And as 
we study his life, we will see the importance of 
God’s hand being upon not just His preachers 
but on all His people.

I.  The Preacher (7:1-28)

II.  The People (8:1-36)

I.  The Preacher (7:1-28)

Let’s Begin
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After giving us Ezra’s genealogy, 
the Bible next tells us about his 
spiritual commitment and how he 
was able to return to Jerusalem 
(7:6). First, he was “a ready 
scribe in the law of Moses.” A 
scribe was a teacher of God’s 
Word. He studied the Bible and 
then taught it to other people. 
Ezra was not just a scribe, but 
he was a “ready” or “skilled” 
scribe. He took God’s Word 
seriously. He had asked the king 
for permission and provisions 
to return to Jerusalem. And 
the king, Artaxerxes, gave him 
everything he asked for. Then we 
are told why. It was “according 
to the hand of the Lord his God 
upon him.” This is a phrase we 
are going to read again and again 
throughout chapters 7 and 8.

Ezra did not travel alone to 
Jerusalem. He was able to 
encourage other priests, Levites, 
and temple workers to join 
him (7:6). Almost 1,500 not 
counting women and children, 
returned. As with the first group 
who returned, the trip back to 
Jerusalem was a long, arduous 
journey. It was a distance of 
about 900 miles. Ezra and his 
group left Babylon in the first 
month of the year. Four months 
later, in the fifth month, they 
arrived in Jerusalem (7:7-9). 
Verse 9 is careful to again tell us 
Ezra came to Jerusalem “accord-
ing to the good hand of his God 
upon him.”

We have already been told that 
Ezra was a “ready scribe in the 
law of Moses” (7:6), but verse 
10 gives us more insight into his 

spiritual life. It says, “For Ezra 
had prepared his heart to seek 
the law of the Lord, and to do it, 
and to teach in Israel statutes and 
judgments.” 

Ezra is a picture of how you and 
I ought to respond and relate to 
our Bible. He sought the law of 
the Lord. This means he studied 

the Scriptures. But he didn’t 
study them just so he would have 
head knowledge. He wanted to 
“do it.”  That means he wanted 
to obey the Scriptures. It’s not 
enough to just know what the 
Bible says. We have to be willing 
to obey what the Bible says.  We 
must be willing to put the Bible 
into practice in our lives.

Reflection Connection
Read James 1:22 and 
discuss the danger of only 
hearing God’s Word and 
not doing it.

And last of all, Ezra wanted to 
know the Word of God so he 
could teach it to others. This is a 
reminder that we have no moral 
or spiritual authority to teach 
God’s Word unless we are obey-
ing it. Paul told Timothy, “Take 
heed unto thyself, and unto the 
doctrine; continue in them ...” 

(1 Tim. 4:16). He was telling 
Timothy to put into practice 
the Word of God in his own life 
before he tried to pass it on. If 
the Word of God is not working 
in our own life, then we can’t 
pass it on to anybody else.

Verses 11-26 tell us about the 
letter Artaxerxes gave to Ezra.  It 
is an amazing letter. And it can 
only be explained because of the 
good hand of Ezra’s God upon 
him. The king acknowledges the 
fact that Ezra was a priest and 
scribe of the commandments of 
the God of heaven (7:12). Any of 
the children of Israel who wanted 
to return to Jerusalem with Ezra 
were allowed to return (7:13). 
Next the king and his counselors 
want Ezra to find out about the 
situation in Judah and Jerusalem 
(7:14). They wanted to be sure 
the Jews were living according 
to the law of their God. And the 
king and his counselors them-
selves give Ezra silver and gold as 
an offering to the Lord (7:15).

Beside their personal offerings, 
Artaxerxes allows Ezra to take 
offerings of silver and gold from 
others in Babylon (7:16). He 
specifies the offerings are to be 
used for sacrifices for the Lord 
(7:17). He also says if Ezra and 
the Jews have more silver and 
gold than they need, they can 
use it “after the will of your God” 
(7:18). He shows tremendous 
faith and confidence in Ezra. The 
king also gives Ezra utensils to 
be used in the temple (7:19) and 
makes provisions for him if he 
does not have what he needs for 
the temple (7:20).
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Ezra is a picture 
of how you and I 
ought to respond and 
relate to our Bible. 
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In the opening verses of chapter 
8 we have another long list of 
names (8:1-14). Verse 1 says, 
“These are now the chief of their 
fathers, and this is the generation 
of them that went up with me 
from Babylon ...” The “chief of 
their fathers” were the heads of 
the families. And, as we read 
down through this list we will find 
some of the prominent leaders 
among the people of God. 
Normally, it doesn’t work that 
way. Normally, when God gets 
ready to do something, it happens 
among the average people. 
Then it moves up the scale, so to 
speak.  But here is an instance 
where God’s power begins to 
move among the upper echelons. 

First Corinthians 1:26 reminds 
us, “For ye see your calling, 

brethren, how that not many 
wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble, 
are called.” It is saying God 
doesn’t usually use the Miss 
Americas and All-Americans. But 
notice God didn’t say “not any” 
but “not many.” God does use 

some. Here is an instance where 
God’s Spirit began to move in 
the upper echelons of the leader-
ship of the people of God. It 
stirred the rest of the people. 

We also see a group was originally 
missing. Before leaving on the 
trip back to Jerusalem, Ezra 
spends three days preparing for 
the journey (8:15). He discovers 
no one from the sons of Levi 
had volunteered to return.  He 
sends back a call for Levites to 
join them (8:16-17).  Levites 
along with other temple workers 
respond to Ezra’s plea (8:18-20), 
and we are told why, “And by 
the good hand of our God upon 
us, they brought us a man of 
understanding ...” (8:18). Again 
Ezra gave all the credit for his 
success to the Lord.

At the same time, how sad that 
Ezra had to make a special 
plea before any of the Levites 
responded. It is a reminder of 
Jesus’ words, “... The harvest 

Artaxerxes’ desire to provide for 
Ezra’s trip goes on as his letter 
instructs the provinces closer to 
Jerusalem to provide for Ezra if 
he has a need (7:21). The king 
stresses it is because Ezra is “a 
scribe of the law of the God of 
heaven.” We also see the king’s 
fear of God, “Whatsoever is com-
manded by the God of heaven, 
let it be diligently done for the 
house of the God of heaven: 
for why should there be wrath 
against the realm of the king and 
his sons?” (7:23).

Artaxerxes concludes his letter by 
stating that the temple workers 

were to be tax-exempt (7:24) 
and then gives Ezra a charge 
(7:25-26). The king wants Ezra 
to use the wisdom God has given 
him to appoint leaders to help 
govern Jerusalem and to teach 
the people the law of God.

Reflection Connection
What does Artaxerxes’ 
letter tell us about Ezra’s 
testimony before the king 
and others? What does this 
tell us about the testimony 
we should have before 
others?

Ezra responds to the king’s letter 
by praising the Lord (7:27-28). 

He understood first of all that 
God had given the king the 
desire to adorn or beautify the 
temple. And he realized God 
had given him favor before the 
king and his counselors. As a 
result we read, “... And I (Ezra) 
was strengthened as the hand of 
the Lord my God was upon me 
...” (7:28). Ezra understood that 
behind the hand of the king that 
held the letter was the hand of 
God who guides and directs us in 
all of our activities.  
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Again Ezra gave all 
the credit for his 
success to the Lord.

II.  The People (8:1-36)



truly is plenteous, but the laborers 
are few” (Matt. 9:38). Today, 
many churches have the same 
problem. Instead of people 
being willing and eager to serve, 
the churches have to plead for 
workers.

After Ezra has his leadership in 
order, he proclaims a fast (8:21). 
Whenever we see the word “fast” 
in our Bible, we need to connect 
it with prayer. This is because 
fasting and prayer always go 
together in the Bible. Ezra had 
everyone fast and pray so they 
would have a safe journey. 

Verse 22 tells us why Ezra was 
so intent on this time of prayer 
and fasting. “For I was ashamed 
to require of the king a band of 
soldiers and horsemen to help 
us against the enemy in the way: 
because we had spoken unto the 
king, saying, The hand of our 
God is upon all them for good 
that seek him, and his wrath is 
against all that forsake him.” He 
had refused assistance from the 
king.

That brings up a problem. 
Nehemiah requested protection 
and had an escort (Neh. 2:4-9). 
Yet, here’s Ezra and he doesn’t 
accept an escort from the king. 
Was Ezra more spiritual than 
Nehemiah? No. It just simply 
means that God leads His people 
at times in different ways. What 
may be God’s purpose and plan 
for you may not be God’s purpose 
and plan for someone else.  
Sometimes what is an act of faith 
on our part would be somebody 
else tempting the Lord.  

A practical example for today 
is regarding children and their 
schooling. Some parents “home 
school” their children. Others 
have their children in private 
schools. And others have their 
children in public schools. Does 
that mean one family is more 
spiritual than another because of 
how their children are schooled?  
Not at all. God directs families 
and individuals in particular, 

individual ways. It’s a matter 
of prayer. There is no right or 
wrong in these kinds of matters. 
It is a matter of individually 
seeking the will of God for your 
life and your family.  

Ezra had been telling the king 
that God was going to take care 
of them.  If he now accepted this 
escort from the king, it would 
have hurt his testimony.

 Verse 23 tells us, speaking of 
the Lord, “... he was entreated 
of us.”  That’s an Old Testament 
way of saying God answered 
their prayer.  That is the 
testimony of God’s children all 
through the ages.  Aren’t you 
glad we have a God who answers 
prayer!

In verses 24-30 Ezra picks out 
12 men to be responsible for 
the money and silver and gold 
utensils they were taking back 
to Jerusalem. Everything is 
weighed and carefully recorded. 
When Ezra and the group arrive 
in Jerusalem, everything then 
is accounted for and put in its 
proper place (8:33-34). This tells 
us how important it is that God’s 
people be very responsible in the 
handling of the finances.  Every 
church should be responsible in 
the handling of their finances.  

Reflection Connection
Read 1 Corinthians 4:2 
and discuss areas in which 
every Christian and church 
should be found faithful.

Ezra and his group arrive safely 
in Jerusalem because “the hand 
of our God was upon us” (8:31). 
The Lord protected them from 
their enemies as well as any 
ambushes. And one of the 
first things they want to do is 
to worship the Lord (8:35). 
After worshiping the Lord, 
Ezra delivers the king’s letter to 
government officials. The chapter 
concludes, “... and they furthered 
(helped) the people, and the 
house of God” (8:36). 
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Whenever we see 
the word “fast” in 
our Bible, we need 
to connect it with 
prayer. 
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Wrap Up

The success of the second remnant returning to Jerusalem from Babylon 
began because of one man, Ezra. And his success started when he 
committed himself to studying, obeying, and then teaching the Word of God. 
Because of his faithfulness, the hand of the Lord his God was upon him (7:6). 
And because the people responded to his leadership and teaching, Ezra 
was able to say on their behalf, “... the hand of our God was upon us” (8:31). 
The good hand of the Lord God was upon all the people as they returned to 
Jerusalem.

It is just as important today for God’s hand to be on His preachers and on all 
His people. It begins with what we do with His Word. When we are willing to 
know and obey the Bible, the Lord is able to use us. And His hand is then able 
to be upon us. May that be our desire and prayer as we live for the Lord!


