
Job begins his reply to Bildad 
with saying, “I know it is so of a 
truth ...” (9:2a). Bildad was not 
telling him anything he hadn’t 
already heard before. He then 
asks Bildad the question, “... but 
how should man be just with 
God?” (9:2b). Job knows he is 
a sinner, and there is no way a 
man can contend or protest his 
innocence before God (9:3). As 
Job contrasts man to God, he 

realizes there is a dilemma. What 
Job is actually wrestling with is 
the issue of justification. He is 
questioning how sinful human 
beings can be right with a holy 
God.  It’s the same issue the 
Apostle Paul wrestles with in the 
book of Romans, especially in 
Romans 3, the great chapter on 
justification by faith. Both Job 
and Paul understood that “... 
There is none righteous, no, not 

one” (Rom. 3:10).

As Job continues speaking, he 
focuses on God’s greatness. He 
says, “He (God) is wise in heart, 
and mighty in strength; who 
hath hardened himself against 
him and hath prospered?” 
(9:4). He knows that God is 
so wise and mighty that no 
one can successfully challenge 
Him. Then, in a series of very 
succinct sentences he sets forth 
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A common question 
people ask when they go 
through a tragedy, illness, 

or misfortune is “God, why me?” That was 
the same question Job had after he lost his 
family, his fortune, and then his health. He had 
no way of knowing what was really going on 
behind the scene. Satan had accused him 
of serving the Lord only because of God’s 
goodness to him. God was showing Satan 
the reality of Job’s faith. When Job’s three 
friends came to comfort him, they only added 
insult to injury. Their belief was that if a person 
was suffering, it was because he had sinned. 
Job was suffering; therefore, Job had sinned. 
Thus, the major part of the book of Job is Job 
wrestling with the question “Why me?” as his 
friends make their accusations against him 
and he answers their charges.  

One of the most brutal accusations against 
Job is by his friend Bildad in Job 8. As we 
saw last week, his accusation was based 

on tradition. If Job were to check with the 
elders, their forefathers, they would affirm the 
same truth: that suffering is always a result of 
sin.  Bildad included that not only was Job 
suffering because of his sin, but God had 
also killed his children because they had 
sinned (8:3-6). Job begins his reply to Bildad 
in chapter 9. Using the outline below, we are 
going to look at selected verses in chapters 
9 and 10 as we consider the three issues Job 
wrestles with in his reply. Just as our faith can 
do, at times Job’s faith soars with confidence. 
At other times, it plummets into the depths of 
confusion. His conclusion regarding each issue 
teaches some great truths about our salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

I.	 The	Issue	of	Justification	(9:1-31)

II.		 The	Issue	of	Mediation	(9:32-35)

III.	 The	Issue	of	Affirmation	(10:1-22)

I.  The Issue of Justification (9:1-31)

Let’s Begin

Copyright © 2012 Jerry Vines Ministries. All rights reserved. No portion may be altered or copied without written permission.
For more information about this and other teaching and growth resources, contact www.jerryvines.com

by Dr. Jerry Vines
By the Book™ A Chapter by Chapter Bible Study Series from Jerry Vines Ministries 
2295 Towne Lake Parkway • Suite 116 #249 • Woodstock, GA 30189

I Need a Go-Between



God’s mighty power as seen in 
creation.  He removes mountains 
(9:5); He shakes the earth out of 

her place (9:6); and He controls 
the sun and stars (9:7-8). God 
has the power to tell the sun not 
to rise or the stars not to shine. 
Job also shares that it is God who 
has made all the stars, including 
the constellations Arcturus (the 
Bear), Orion and Pleiades (9:9). 
The “chambers of the south” 
are the constellations in the 
southern hemisphere, not seen 
from the northern hemisphere. 
Job sums up God’s greatness 
by saying, “Who doeth great 
things past finding out; yea, and 
wonders without number” (9:10). 
He is saying there is no way to 
fathom the wonders of God.  The 
miracles of God are too many to 
be counted.  

Understanding God’s greatness 
raises a problem for Job. He 
knows he cannot even know 
when God is near him or has 
gone away (9:11). When God 
wants to take something away, 

no one can ask Him what He is 
doing (9:12). And no one can 
stand before God’s anger (9:13). 
Considering this and man’s 
lowliness, Job laments, “How 
much less shall I answer him, and 
choose out my words to reason 
with him?” (9:14). He knows 
no mere human being, let alone 
himself, can ever attempt to 
approach a God like God is.

As we study through the book of 
Job we will find that Job never 
denies he’s a sinner. In fact on 
many occasions he will recognize 
the fact that he is a sinner by 
birth or by nature. 

But, as far as Job knows, he’s 
innocent of the charges his 
friends have brought against him 
(10:15, 20). At the same time, 
he is willing to admit there are 
depths in his own soul that he 
doesn’t even know (10:21). As 
he tries to figure out the question 
of how man can be made right 
with God, Job looks into the 
depths of his soul. Look at verses 
30-31, “If I wash myself with 
snow water, and make my hands 
never so clean; Yet shalt thou 
plunge me in the ditch, and mine 
own clothes shall abhor me.” 
He’s saying that it is impossible 
for him to ever be right with God 

in his own goodness. Even if he 
got as clean or as good as he 
could, in the eyes of God it would 
be like he’s been in a pig pen. 

We need to remember that Job 
lived in a day of incomplete 
revelation, but he had amazing 
insight into the condition of 
mankind. It is not until the New 
Testament that the great issues of 
life are finally solved. Romans 3 
gives us the answer to how sinful 
man can be made right with a 
holy God. When Jesus died on 
the cross, God was just, and 
the justifier of those who come 
to Him through Jesus Christ 
(Rom. 3:26). He maintained His 
holiness by punishing sin, but He 
also made a way so man could be 
made right with Him. It is on the 
basis of that same death of Jesus 
Christ at the cross of Calvary. 
So, Job’s question in Job 9:2 
is answered by the Lord Jesus 
Christ and His death at Calvary.

Reflection Connection:
According to Isaiah 64:6, 
what is wrong with a person 
trying to be righteous or 
right before God based 
on his own good works? 
Discuss. 
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Job never denies 
he’s a sinner.

2

Job continues contrasting the 
differences between God and 
himself in verse 32, “For he is 
not a man, as I am, that I should 
answer him, and we should come 

together in judgment.”  He is 
saying he and God are not equal. 
And there is no way he can go 
to court against God. Then in 
verse 33 he expresses a lack, 

something he needs that he 
doesn’t have.  “Neither is there 
any daysman betwixt us (between 
Job and God), that might lay 
his hand upon us both.” Job is 

II.   The Issue of Mediation (9:32-35)



saying that he wants to be right 
with God, but he can’t go before 
God and plead his case. Instead, 
he needs a go-between or a 
daysman. 

Daysman means an “umpire” 
or “mediator.” In those days 
a daysman was someone 
who settled disputes between 
individuals. The two parties 
would come to the daysman, and 
he would put his hands on the 
heads of the disputing parties. 
By doing this, he was showing 
he had the authority to resolve 
the issue and to bring them to 
reconciliation. 

Just like Job’s desire for 
justification is answered in the 
New Testament, his cry for a 
mediator is also answered in 
the New Testament. The Lord 
Jesus Christ is our “daysman” 
or mediator. Paul told Timothy, 
“For there is one God, and one 
mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 
2:5).  

Let’s take a few minutes to see 
how Jesus, in His incarnation, 
perfectly fulfills the picture of 
the mediator. Job says he needs 
somebody to lay his hands on 
God and on man (9:33). When 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem, 
John 1:14 says, “The Word was 

made flesh and dwelt among 
us.” Colossians 2:9 then tells us, 
“For in Him (Jesus Christ) dwells 
all the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily.” When Jesus Christ came 
in His incarnation He touched 
God and He touched man at the 
same time. He was fully God; He 
was fully man. He was as much 
God as if He had not been man, 
and He was as much man as if 
He had not been God.  The only 
way we can put it together is to 
say, Jesus Christ was the God-
man.

 

The New Testament also tells 
us, “And without controversy, 
great is the mystery of godliness: 
God was manifest in the flesh 
...” (1 Tim. 3:16). This verse is 
telling us that the whole matter 
of the incarnation is a mystery. 

As a man Jesus was unable to 
carry His cross to Calvary (cp. 
Mt. 27:32). But as God He bore 
the sins of the whole world in His 
own body on that same cross.  In 
the tomb, as a man He was dead.  
But as God, three days later, He 
rose again from the dead.  

Paul also told Timothy that 
Jesus gave Himself a ransom 
for all (1 Tim. 2:6). That doesn’t 
mean everybody is going to be 
saved.  Later Paul would write, 
“For therefore we both labor 
and suffer reproach, because we 
trust in the living God, who is 
the Savior of all men, specially of 
those that believe” (1 Tim. 4:10). 
Those who receive by faith what 
Jesus did on the cross of Calvary 
are saved.  

When Jesus died on the cross of 
Calvary and shed His precious 
blood, He was reaching out and 
touching God, satisfying His 
holiness.  He was also reaching 
out and touching man, bringing 
man in His sinfulness to the holy 
God who could forgive him and 
save him.

Reflection Connection:
Read 1 Peter 1:18-19 and 
discuss the impact of 
realizing our Mediator 
redeemed us with His own 
precious blood.

There’s a third issue Job raises in 
his response to Bildad. It is the 
issue of affirmation. One of the 
things that people struggle with 
when they are going through a 

great tragedy or time of sorrow is 
the issue of the meaning of their 
existence.  It is easy for them 
to ask, “Why am I even alive?” 
and “What’s the use of living?” 

People who are suffering need to 
know they have been accepted 
and are important to God.  

Job resolves this issue in a 
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Just like Job’s desire 
for justification is 
answered in the New 
Testament, his cry 
for a mediator is also 
answered in the New 
Testament.

III. The Issue of Affirmation (10:1-22)



beautiful way. He first focuses 
on the omnipotence of God. 
This is one of the most beautiful 
and moving passages in the 
whole book of Job.  Beginning 
with self-pity, Job talks to God 
and wants Him to tell him why 
he is suffering (10:1-7). Keep 
in mind that while Job talks to 
God his friends only talk about 
God. In verse 8 he says to God, 
“Thine hands have made me and 
fashioned me together round 
about ...” He is acknowledging 
that God, just like a potter makes 
a piece of pottery, had formed 
him and made him a handcrafted 
piece of pottery. Yet, at the same 
time, the Lord was destroying 
him (10:8b). He questions if God 
had created him for nothing. 

Job continues, “Remember, I 
beseech thee, that thou has made 
me as the clay; and wilt thou 
bring me into the dust again?” 
(10:9). Job is grappling with this 
matter of affirmation.  Again, 
he believes God created him but 
knows there has to be more to 
life than this.

As Job talks to the Lord, he 
gives a description of conception 
that’s astounding.  Dr. Henry M. 
Morris, a creation scientist and 
founder of the Creation Research 
Society, wrote a beautiful book 
on Job, The Remarkable 
Record of Job. In his book 
Morris points out that many of 
Job’s statements are remarkably 
accurate in terms of what we 
know today in modern science. 
This is one of them. Talking 
about his conception, Job asks 
God, “Hast thou not poured 
me out as milk, and curdled 

me like cheese?” (10:10). A 
paraphrase states, “O that marvel 
of conception as You stirred 
together semen and ovum.” He 

understands that God was there 
when he was conceived. 

Job continues in verse 11, “Thou 
hast clothed me with skin and 
flesh, and hast fenced me with 
bones and sinews.” He’s talking 
about the prenatal development 
of the baby in its mother’s womb. 
His words remind us of David’s 
when he said, “I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made” (Ps. 139:14). 
Job also knows God has given 
him life (10:12).

Reflection Connection:
Considering this passage 
as well as Psalm 139:13-16, 
why is abortion actually 
murder? Discuss. 

What is Job actually saying? He 
is saying, “God, I rest my case 
for my meaning and purpose 
in life in the fact that You have 
created me. I am a result of the 
omnipotent creation of God.” 
We also need to understand that 
we are not here by accident. 
It doesn’t matter what the 
circumstance of our conception 
was, we are not an accident. 
It also does not matter what is 
going on now in our lives. God 
knows what is going on and has 
a purpose and plan for our lives. 

Job continues in verse 12 
with telling God, “Thou hast 
granted me life and favor, and 
thy visitation hath preserved 
my spirit.” He understands that 
God has not only given him life 
but has also watched and cared 
for him. Job knows there’s a 
reason for his existence. It’s also 
beginning to dawn on him that 
though he doesn’t know what’s 
going on, God does. He next 
says, “And these things hast thou 
hid in thine heart ...” God has 
had a secret plan but has never 
told Job about it.
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We also need to 
understand that 
we are not here by 
accident. It doesn’t 
matter what the 
circumstance of our 
conception was, we 
are not an accident. It 
also does not matter 
what is going on 
now in our lives. God 
knows what is going 
on and has a purpose 
and plan for our lives. 
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Wrap Up

It’s good to know that when we don’t understand situations, God already 
knows all about them. Many times He has a secret plan for our lives as well. 
He has plans about which He has not told us. During those times, we can find 
comfort and encouragement in remembering the three great truths from 
these chapters. If we have placed our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and His 
work on the cross, we are now right with God. We have been justified. Not 
only that, Jesus is our mediator or “go-between.” These two great truths lead 
us to the third: we have affirmation because of God’s love for us. We are 
valuable to Him and can know He has a purpose and plan for everything He 
allows in our lives. Instead of saying, “Why me?” we need to remember that 
the sufferings of this present time cannot begin to compare to the eternal 
glories awaiting us in heaven. Because of that we might want to say, “Why 
not me!”


