
Moses is giving his first sermon 
to Israel, and Deuteronomy 
4:1 begins, “Now therefore 
hearken, O Israel, unto the 
statutes and unto the judgments, 
which I teach you, to do them.”  
The word “hearken” occurs 
over 100 times in the book of 
Deuteronomy.  Over and over 
again God will say to hearken or 
hear.  It is one thing to sit and 
hear the Scriptures with your 
physical ear.  It’s an altogether 
different thing to hear God’s 
Word with your heart, to receive 
it into your heart.  We know we 
have truly received the Word 
when we do the Word. 

Moses urges Israel to hear 
and obey because it was a 
privilege to have God’s law, 
and their obedience to it would 
be their key to success (4:2-8).  
They also needed to teach it 
to their children, and he tells 
them to be sure to tell their 
children about the Mount Sinai 
experience when God gave the 
Ten Commandments (4:9-24).  
Future generations needed to 
know God’s law so they would 
understand why they were dif-
ferent from the heathen around 
them. 

Moses also warns Israel what 
would happen if they fell into 

idolatry (4:25-30). We know that 
is exactly what happened, and 
they were scattered just like God 
said.  Because God is a God of 
mercy (4:31), we find one of the 
great promises in the Bible for 
coming back to the Lord, “But 
if from there thou shalt seek the 
Lord thy God, thou shalt find 
him, if thou seek him with all 
thy heart and with all thy soul” 
(4:29). 

Moses continues and shares 
why God had chosen Israel, “And 
because he loved thy fathers, 
therefore he chose their seed 
after them, and brought thee out 
in his sight with his mighty power 
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The book of Deuteronomy 
gives us a series of farewell 
messages from Moses, the 

leader of the people of Israel. Moses will not 
be going into the Promised Land with them, 
but he is preparing their hearts, getting them 
ready to go.  He does this in a series of ser-
mons that are beautifully constructed and 
brilliantly illustrated.  In today’s lesson we will 
be looking at sections of the first and second 
sermons. 

Moses has reminded the people of the past 
and God’s blessings upon their lives.  He is 
now going to call upon them to obey the 
Lord.  We will see two great themes in these 

chapters: love and obedience.  God’s ordi-
nances are based upon His love for us.  Our 
obedience is to be based upon our love for 
Him. Let’s use the outline below and see how 
law, love, and obedience go together:

I. Learning God’s Truth (4:1–6:9)

II.  Remembering God’s Blessing (6:10-25)

III.  Appreciating God’s Love (7:1-16)

IV.  Witnessing God’s Power (7:17-26)

I. Learning God’s Truth (4:1–6:9)

Let’s Begin
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Steps to Obedience



out of Egypt; to drive out nations 
from before thee greater and 
mightier than thou art, to bring 
thee in, to give thee their land for 
an inheritance, as it is this day” 
(4:37). The God of law was also 
the God of love! 

In Moses’ second sermon, 
he again stresses hearing and 
obeying God’s law but also calls 
on Israel to love the Lord their 
God. First he reviews the Ten 
Commandments (5:6-21) and 
then gives the benefits of keeping 
God’s law (6:2-3). Obedience 
would extend life and would give 
them a good life. 

Moses also says in verse 3, 
“...  that you may increase 
mightily, as the Lord God of 
thy fathers hath promised thee, 
in the land that floweth with 
milk and honey.” The Promised 
Land was known as a land of 
milk and honey.  Milk refers to 
life’s necessities. Honey refers to 

life’s luxuries.  God was going to 
provide for their every need, plus 
so much more.

In Deuteronomy 6:4-5 we 
have the basic confession of 
Judaism, the confession of the 
Old Testament Jewish people, 
the Shema.  It begins, “Hear, 

O Israel:  The Lord our God,” 
The word for God is in the 
plural.  “The Lord our God is 
one Lord.”  This is an intimation 
of the doctrine of the Trinity. 
“The Lord our God,” plural, 
“is one Lord,” singular.  This is 
Trinity in unity.   We believe the 
Bible teaches the doctrine of the 
Trinity.  We believe there is only 

one God, and yet we believe that 
God has expressed Himself in 
three Persons, God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit.  Jesus referred to the 
Shema in the New Testament.  
In Luke 10:27, Jesus was asked, 
“What is the greatest command-
ment of all?”  He quoted this Old 
Testament confession of faith.  
We are to love this one God, and 
there is only one God.  

God wanted His law in the 
people’s hearts (6:6), taught 
diligently to their children (6:7), 
and to be their guide for living 
(6:8-9).  As Israel continued to 
hear and to learn God’s law, the 
result was to a desire to obey.

Reflection Connection
Why is it important for us 
to know God’s Word in or-
der to obey Him? Explain 
your answer.
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God was going to 
provide for their 
every need, plus so 
much more.
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One of the keys to obedience is 
to remember what God has done 
for us. He is a gracious God. In 
Deuteronomy 6:10 Moses begins 
to review the blessings Israel 
would need to remember, “And it 
shall be, when the Lord thy God 
shall have brought thee into the 
land which he swore unto thy 
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob, to give thee great 
and goodly cities, which thou 
buildedst not ...” He was saying 
they were about to go into the 

land that God was giving them, 
and they were going to have 
cities they didn’t build. Verse 11 
continues, “And houses full of all 
good things, which thou filledst 
not, and wells digged, which thou 
diggedst not, and vineyards and 
olive trees, which thou plantedst 
not, when thou shalt have eaten 
and be full.” Moses lists bless-
ing after blessing God would 
be giving Israel. What was the 
danger? Verse 12, “Then beware 
lest thou forget the Lord.” The 

danger is they would forget that 
these blessings were from God.

Not only was there the pos-
sibility of forgetting the Lord, 
but there was the temptation 
to go after the gods of their 
neighbors (6:14). They were not 
to presume upon God’s kindness 
and love but again needed to 
remember He was a jealous 
God (6:15). In verse 16 Moses 
says, “Ye shall not tempt the 
Lord your God.”  This is one of 

II.  Remembering God’s Blessing (6:10-25)



One of the key motives to 
obedience is an appreciation for 
God’s love.  Moses shares again 
that God was going to bring 
them into the Promised Land 
and give them the land, “When 
the Lord thy God shall bring thee 
into the land” (7:1) and “And 
when the Lord thy God shall 
deliver them before thee” (7:2). 
God was giving them the land, 
but they had the responsibility to 
claim it and to utterly destroy the 
other nations (7:2-5).  

Why was God so stern in 
dealing with the corruption of 
the other nations? Israel was 
called to be a separate people, 
and there could be no possibil-
ity of compromise with their 
neighbors.  Verse 6 says, “For 
thou art an holy people unto the 
Lord thy God; the Lord thy God 
hath chosen thee to be a special 
people unto himself, above all 
people who are upon the face of 
the earth.” 

What does it mean to be sepa-
rate?  Some people have inter-
preted it to mean isolation.  Bible 
separation is not isolation.  Bible 
separation is insulation.  We 
insulate ourselves from the things 
of this world because of our love 
for the Lord Jesus Christ.  The 
Lord Jesus Christ went into the 
world, but He was not of the 
world.  The Bible says that He 
was a friend of sinners, and yet 
the Bible says that He was holy 
and separate from sinners. The 
key is contact without contamina-
tion, being a witness to the world 
but not letting the world make 
us what it wants us to be.  He’s 
talking about keeping ourselves 
separate, being obedient to His 
Word, out of appreciation for 
God’s love.

Moses continues, “The Lord 
did not set his love upon you, 
nor choose you, because ye 
were more in number than any 
people; for ye were the fewest 

of all people” (7:7). Why did 
God choose the nation of Israel?  
Verse 8 tells us why, “But be-
cause the Lord loved you.” This 

is the second time he has shared 
that the Lord did what He did 
because He loved them.

Reflection Connection
According to Romans 5:18, 
what do we know about 
God’s love for us?
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the verses Jesus quoted to the 
devil (Matt. 4:7).  In fact, did you 
realize that every time the devil 
tempted Jesus, Jesus answered 
the temptation with a verse from 
the book of Deuteronomy?  This 
is a reminder that it is important 
to hide God’s Word in our hearts 
(Ps. 119:9,11).  The Word is our 
shield and sword (Eph. 6:16-17; 
Heb. 4:12). 

Moses shares that as they 
taught and lived God’s com-
mandments, their children would 

have questions about them, and 
they were to use those times as 
teaching opportunities (6:20-25). 
One of the truths they were to 
teach their children was about 
God delivering Israel from Egypt 
to bring them into the Promised 
Land, “And he brought us out 
from there, that he might bring 
us in” (6:23). 

That’s a reminder of what God 
has done for every born-again 
child of His.  He has brought us 
out of sin to bring us into salva-

tion, out of death and into life.  It 
is also true that you and I have 
spiritual blessings which we didn’t 
work for and don’t deserve.  God 
has blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in the heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus (Eph. 1:3). When 
we remember God’s blessings, 
we will want to obey Him.

Reflection Connection
What are some blessings 
we have as Christians that 
we did not earn? Why is 
remembering them a motive 
for obedience?

III.  Appreciating God’s Love (7:1-16)

The key is contact 
without contamina-
tion, being a witness 
to the world but not 
letting the world 
make us what it 
wants us to be.



In Deuteronomy 7:17-26, we 
see human fear mingled with 
Divine assurance. Verse 17, “If 
thou shalt say in thine heart, 
These nations are more than 
I; how can I dispossess them?”  
God knew that if Israel looked at 
the nations surrounding them, 
they could become frightened, 
but they did not need to be. He 
tells them to remember what He 
had done to Pharaoh and Egypt 
(17:18-19). They had witnessed 
God’s power, and they could be 
confident they would witness it 
again (17:20-24).

Notice verse 22, “And the 
Lord thy God will put out those 
nations before thee by little and 
little.”  That can be called the 

“little by little” promise.  God 
says He will do it “little by little.” 
God knew the right timing for 
possessing the land. He knew 
it would not be good to have 
everything all at once. This is a 
reminder for us also. We live in 

a day and age where we want 
everything all at once, and fast. 
Just think about smart phones 
and computers!  We want instant 
answers to all of our problems, 
and too many of us also want 
instant holiness.  We want to be 
everything we are supposed to 
be—right now!  We need to be 
willing to wait on the Lord and 
trust His timing in everything (Ps. 
37:1-7). We also need to remem-
ber that we are to be growing in 
the Lord (2 Pet. 3:18). 

Reflection Connection
Why is remembering what 
God has done for us an 
encouragement to trust 
and obey Him now?
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God knew that if 
Israel looked at the 
nations surrounding 
them, they could 
become frightened, 
but they did not 
need to be.

IV.  Witnessing God’s Power (7:17-26)

 

 

Wrap Up

The great key to obedience today is our love relationship with the Lord 
Jesus. In fact, Christianity is a love affair.  The Bible says that we love Him 
because He first loved us (1 John 4:19), and Jesus said, “If you love me, keep 
my commandments” (John 14:15). The Christian experience is just loving 
Jesus. The more we love Jesus, the more we will want to obey Him.  As we 
keep responding with love to Him, we will find that there is joy, peace, and 
victory in learning to obey Jesus.


