
Judges 20 is a continuation 
of what has taken place in the 
previous chapter (Judg. 19). 
The Levite allowed men to take 
his concubine and abuse her 
all night. She dies, and he then 
cuts her body into twelve pieces 
and sends a piece to each of the 
tribes of Israel. The Israelites are 
horrified. They are absolutely 
stunned that something like that 
could happen in their land. 

The children of Israel are 
also absolutely incensed and 
gather together to hear the Levite 
recount what took place (20:1-7). 
As we read these verses, we see 
a little phrase that occurs several 

times, they were “gathered to-
gether as one man” (20:1); 
“all the people arose as one 
man” (20:8); and “all the men 
of Israel were gathered together 
against the city, knit together 
as one man” (20:11). There is 
also another little statement that 
occurs in these verses we want to 
note. Verse 13, “But the children 
of Benjamin would not hearken 
to the voice of their brethren 
the children of Israel.” Verse 23, 
“... Shall I go up again to battle 
against the children of Benjamin, 
my brother?”  Verse 28, “... 
Shall I yet go again to battle 
against the children of Benjamin, 
my brother?” The children of 

Israel have gathered together as 
one man, but they have gathered 
against their brother. What is going 
on is civil strife. The children of 
Israel could never get together 
against the Canaanites, but they 
are now gathering together 
against their own brothers. Israel 
is heading into civil strife and 
national disruption.

That’s one of the things that 
must confuse American society. 
It’s the fact that the church of 
the Lord Jesus Christ can’t seem 
to get together against the great 
moral problems we are facing. 
When we deal with the problem 
of homosexuality, we have 
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Someone has suggested 
that the closing chapters 
of Judges (17–21) are the 

smelly armpit of the Scriptures. They show 
what happens to a nation when it turns away 
from God to humanism. Instead of being a 
God-centered people, the children of Israel 
became a man-centered people, which is 
the essence of humanism. Humanism says that 
man can solve all his problems by means of 
his own reasoning power and intellect; there-
fore, he has no need for God or the authority 
of His Word. Humanism says man can do what 
is right in his own eyes (cp. Judg. 17:6; 21:25).

When a nation has no need for God and 
embraces humanism, it will sooner or later 
pay a high price for its decision. Israel was no 
exception. Using the outline below, let’s look 
at the painful price Israel paid for choosing 
humanism over the Lord their God.

I.  National Disruption (20:1-48)

II.  Marital Confusion (21:1-25)

I.  National Disruption (20:1-48)

Let’s Begin
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divisions among churches. When 
it comes to the matter of abortion, 
some churches are pro-life and 
others are pro-choice. The 
American people see a divided 
message among the people who 
claim to be the people of God. 

The children of Israel make 
their decision. They are going 
to war against the Benjamites. 
They organize and get their 
army ready (20:8-11) but then 
send a delegation on ahead to 
tell the Benjamites to deliver up 
the guilty men (20:12-13a). The 
last part of verse 13 says, “But 
the children of Benjamin would 
not hearken to the voice of their 
brethren the children of Israel.” 
Instead, they organize themselves 
for war against their brothers 
(20:15). No explanation is given 
on why they refused to turn over 
the guilty men.

The Benjamite army is a  
formidable enemy and even 
had sharpshooters. Verse 16 
says the tribe of Benjamin had 
700 chosen men who were 
left-handed, and each one could 
sling stones at a hairbreadth and 
not miss. Some Bible teachers 
say the Benjamites had become 
so skilled in this that they were 
able to take stones weighing as 
much as a pound and, using a 
sling, could hurl them 90 miles 
per hour and hit a target within 
a hair’s breadth. Compare their 
expertise to our professional 
baseball pitchers who can pitch 
baseballs 90 miles per hour. 
The difference is these soldiers 
were hurling stones from a sling 
and not missing! Every throw 

was a strike. Besides the tribe of 
Benjamin, four hundred thousand 
warriors prepared for war 
(20:17).

Three battles take place. Verses 
18-21 relate the first battle. 
Israel is getting serious about 
their national problems so they 
go to Bethel where the ark of 

the covenant was located to ask 
God for counsel. They ask which 
tribe should lead the charge 
against the Benjamites. The Lord 
answers and says Judah should 
(20:18). They think they are go-
ing to win because God has given 
them their direction. Yet, when 
the battle is over the Benjamites 
have won, and 22,000 of their 
men are dead (20:21).

The second battle is in verses 
22-25. The people go to Bethel 
again to ask for the Lord’s 
counsel. It’s a serious matter 

now. This time they weep 
before the Lord. Even with 
America’s different tragedies and 
disasters, we don’t see America 
weeping before the Lord. It is 
because America is too busy 
with religious entertainment. We 
aren’t interested in revival and in 
getting right with God. We have 
to wonder what God will need to 
do in America before we will go 
to Him in prayer and true repen-
tance. Will America ever return 
to the Lord? The children again 
ask if they should go up to battle 
again. God tells them to go. They 
go up again. This time 18,000 
die in battle (20:25).

The children of Israel are now 
getting really serious with God. 
“Then all the children of Israel, 
and all the people, went up, and 
came into the house of God, and 
wept, and sat there before the 
Lord, and fasted that day until 
even, and offered burnt offerings 
and peace offerings before the 
Lord” (20:26). This time fasting 
and offerings accompany their 
tears.  Notice verses 27 and 
28, “And the children of Israel 
inquired of the Lord, (for the 
ark of the covenant of God 
was there in those days.  And 
Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the 
son of Aaron, stood before it in 
those days) ...” Did you note the 
parenthetical? Why did the Holy 
Spirit put that there? Was it just a 
little added history?  No. The ark 
of God was the symbol of true 
worship among the Israelites, 
and Phinehas was the symbol of 
the true spiritual leadership in 
that day. The Lord was showing 
the children of Israel that all 
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along they had had access to 
Him. They didn’t have to fall 
for the religious syncretism and 
pluralism of their day. They did 
need to come to Him as He had 
instructed them to.

God says the same thing to us 
today. We don’t come to Him 
on our own terms. We come to 
Him on His terms. That’s the 
difference between religion and 
revelation. Religion is man’s 
attempt to find God on man’s 
terms.  Revelation is God reach-
ing down to man on His terms. 
People cannot come to the Lord 
any way they desire. They have 
to come to God His way and that 
is through the Lord Jesus Christ 
(John 14:6).

This third time the Lord tells 
the children of Israel to go and 
He will deliver Benjamin into 
their hands (20:28). That is 
exactly what takes place in the 
rest of the chapter (20:29-48). 
It’s a fascinating account. They 
set an ambush, “liers in wait,” 
around Gibeah. Then they send 
an army right up front, and the 
army of Benjamites in Gibeah 
comes charging out of the city. 
About that time those who are in 
ambush go back into the city and 
set it on fire. When it is all said 
and done, the Lord delivers the 
men of Benjamin into their hands 
just like He said He would do.

Reflection Connection
Read Jeremiah 29:13 and 
discuss how the third 
time the children of Israel 
sought the Lord it showed 
they were searching for 
Him with all their heart.

Sin always has a price, and the 
sin of humanism is no exception. 
We cannot sin and get by with 
it.  The Word of God says, “... 
be sure your sin will find you 
out” (Num. 32:23). If we sow 

the seeds of sin, we will reap the 
fruits of sin.

The poet Lord Byron became 
a pleasure-seeking man and fell 
into the abyss of pleasure.  He 
died at an early age. Listen to 
what he said about his life and 
flaunting the laws of God. “The 
thorns that I have reap’d are of 
the tree I planted; They have 
torn me, and I bleed. I should 
have known what fruit would 
spring from such a seed.” We 
can’t sin and get by with it.

Another thing we notice in this 
chapter is there is no such thing 
as sinning in isolation. This 
chapter comes about because of 
the Levite who violated the plan 
of God in Judges 19. He prosti-
tuted his own concubine. People 
today like to say, “What I do 
doesn’t matter. I’m just doing my 
own thing and am not hurting 
anybody.” It doesn’t work that 
way. There’s a cause and effect 
relationship with sin.  When we 
sin, it sends ripples all the way 
through the society. 
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II.  Marital Confusion (21:1-25)

Look carefully at verse 1. It will 
help us understand what takes 
place in the rest of the chapter. 
“Now the men of Israel had 
sworn in Mizpeh, saying, There 
shall not any of us give his daughter 
unto Benjamin to wife.” All but 
600 of the men of Benjamin 

were killed (20:47-48), and the 
other tribes have vowed that they 
will not allow their daughters to 
marry the Benjamites. This oath 
creates a new problem. A tribe 
of Israel is now facing possible 
extinction because the remaining 
Benjamite men have no one to 

marry. Israel now has the prob-
lem of how to solve this marital 
confusion which they themselves 
created by their foolish oath.

In verse 2 they come before God 
again in prayer and are weeping.  
Look at verse 3, “O Lord God of 
Israel, why is this come to pass in 

Sin always has a 
price, and the sin 
of humanism is no 
exception. We cannot 
sin and get by with 
it.
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Israel, that there should be today 
one tribe lacking in Israel?” Isn’t 
it interesting that when a national 
crisis comes, people begin to ask 
God why? Rather than waiting 
for the Lord’s answer, the chil-
dren of Israel start trusting again 
in their own reasoning power. 
That’s what humanism does. 
Humanism says it’s fine to go to 
church, but we do not need to 
live according to what the Word 
of God teaches. We can go to 
church on Sunday and tip our 
hats to God; then we can live our 
lives according to our own ideas 
and wisdom the rest of the week. 
Humanism has no need for the 
Word of God and its guidance.

The children of Israel start trying 
to solve this marital problem 
with their own wisdom.  They 
ask about who didn’t come out 
to battle and find out the people 
from Jabesh-gilead didn’t (21:8-
9). They respond by going to 
Jabesh-gilead and utterly destroy-
ing every male and woman 

except for 400 virgin women 
(21:10-12). Their actions show 
us how human wisdom works. 
The solution to the problem of 
the tribe of Benjamin becoming 
extinct is to just kill more of their 
people.  Isn’t that an amazing 
thing? The wisdom of the people 
in America is really no different. 
We turn to movie stars, athletes, 
and other celebrities for guidance 
instead of turning to the Word of 
God.  

The children of Israel now have 
400 young girls to marry the 
600 Benjamites, but they are 
not enough (21:14).  They feel 
sorry for the men of Benjamin 
and start working on another 
solution (21:15-18). They have a 
real dilemma though. Remember, 
they have given their word that 
they will not give any of their 
daughters to the Benjamites to 
marry. In verse 19 they remem-
ber the yearly festival in Shiloh. 
During the feast the young girls 
would go dancing. They decide to 

tell the Benjamites to hide in the 
vineyards nearby where the girls 
are dancing. Verse 21 continues, 
“... behold, if the daughters of 
Shiloh come out to dance in 
dances, then come ye out of the 
vineyards, and catch you every 
man his wife of the daughters of 
Shiloh.” We are dealing here with 
what we call rationalization. They 
couldn’t give their daughters to 
the Benjamites because of their 
oath, but if the Benjamites want 
to steal one that would be just 
fine!

The plan works, and everyone 
then returns to his own home 
(21:23-24). It was marital confu-
sion at its worst and definitely not 
the way God intended marriage 
to be.  

Reflection Connection
Discuss sins people  
rationalize today. Why are 
their justifications always 
wrong according to God’s 
Word?

 

 

Wrap Up

All of the events in the book of Judges come right back down to the closing 
verse of the book of Judges, “In those days there was no king in Israel: every 
man did that which was right in his own eyes” (21:25). Israel had been warned 
during the days of Moses not to follow what was right in their own eyes (Deut. 
12:8), and the Lord had given them His law to follow. Instead, they rejected 
the Lord’s way. 

Today, we have the same choice to make. If we choose the way of humanism, 
we need to remember it comes with a high and painful price. May we learn 
from Israel’s mistake and say with Joshua, “... but as for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord (Joshua 24:15)!


