
Stewardship Series: 2 Chronicles 24:1-14

The great evangelist, John Wesley said, “Make 
all you can, save all you can, give all you can.” 
Giving was the philosophy of this great man 
of God. Giving also characterized the British 
political legend, Sir Winston Churchill. He wrote: 
“We make a living by what we get; we make a life 
by what we give.” Unfortunately, the church has 
too easily forgotten the words of the Lord Jesus 
when He said “It is more blessed to give than to 
receive” (Acts 20:35). We teach our children the 
joy of getting when we lavish them with gifts at 
Christmas. Yet seldom do we spend an equal 
amount of effort teaching them the superior 
blessedness of giving at Christmas. 

Today’s lesson focuses on not only giving, but 
generous giving. Paul wrote to the Corinthians 
concerning generous giving: “Every man 
according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him 
give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth 
a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). Generous giving 
begins with a cheerful heart. And, we have the 
perfect illustration of the generous giver in the Old 
Testament. Hence, our text today is 2 Chronicles 
24:1-14. As we explore our theme, let’s follow the 
outline below: 

I.   Generous Giving Begins with a 
Reflective Decision (vv.1-8)

II.   Generous Giving Continues with a 
Remarkable Demonstration  
(vv.9-11)

III.   Generous Giving Results in a 
Radiant Decoration (vv.12-14) 

Joash was seven years old when he began his reign over the 
southern Kingdom (v.1a). Sitting on a throne at such a tender 
young age seems so foreign to our modern culture. Yet for the 
provincial practices of an ancient theocracy as was Israel as this 
time, kings serving at young ages was not at all unusual (cp. 2 
Kings 15:2, 21:1, 22:1, 24:8; 2 Chron.20:31). Joash reigned a 
full forty years (v.1b).

We often characterize our president’s or governor’s 
administration in our country by the health of the economy. 
On the other hand, the 
Bible grades its kings by 
the righteousness of their 
decisions. For example, 
Joash’s administration 
is summarized like this: 
“And Joash did that 
which was right in the 
sight of the LORD all 
the days of Jehoiada 
the priest” (v.2). Being 
a theocracy, a king’s 
rule would naturally 
be assessed by how closely he followed God’s law. What is a 
theocracy? Basically, a theocracy is a form of government in 
which God is recognized as the supreme civil ruler. And, God 
has one person—the king—who speaks for Him and enforces 
His law. 

One of the foundational distinctions Christians have from the 
theocratic rule of Israel in the Old Testament is our understanding 
of the separation of Church and state. It is not that God is 
separate from the government. If that were so, the church could 
have absolutely nothing to say concerning the culture in which we 
live. Rather, the church is separate from the state and cannot be 
controlled by the state. The freedom of religion embedded in our 
first amendment guarantees us the freedom to worship God as 
the Scripture dictates. In addition, it also guarantees all people—
not just Christians—the right to worship God according to their 
conscience. Hence, while we have no theocracy today, Christians 
long for the Blessed Hope when Christ returns the second time 
to rule in a theocracy once again, with Jesus Christ reigning as 
King! (Titus 2:13; Rev. 20:1-6)

I.  Generous Giving Begins with a 
Reflective Decision (vv.1-8)

Let’s Begin
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As Joash’s reign continued, his heart became heavy because the temple had been 
neglected. After careful reflection, God gave Joash a clear and compelling vision. 
The temple must be renovated! God’s house cannot be neglected! Consequently, 
he put in place a program to renovate the temple (v.4). 

Realizing the enormous costs of the project at hand, he sent messengers to 
gather funds for the temple project: “And he gathered together the priests and the 
Levites, and said to them, Go out unto the cities of Judah, and gather of all Israel 
money to repair the house of your God from year to year, and see that ye hasten 
the matter. Howbeit the Levites hastened it not” (v.5). First, God gave Joash 
the purpose. He had to repair the house of God. While Christians understand 
their facilities are not the church per se, Christians nevertheless must be aware 
of the building’s condition where they assemble to worship, study, pray, and 
minister. Adequate monies should always be appropriated for sufficient care of 
both facilities and grounds. A love for the 
Lord and a love for His house virtually 
always go together.

In addition, genuine revival always results 
in renewed interest in God’s house. The 
vision began with Joash—what God 
wanted done. Then, it spread to the 
people to mind the work of the Lord. 
This is true revival!

Second, notice how Joash proceeded. 
He told them to “see that ye hasten the 
matter.” In other words, the king was 
saying, “Do it now!” Time was wasting 
and the temple would only deteriorate 
further. The giving must commence. Be faithful in little and God will be faithful 
in much. It’s almost like a giving cycle begins. The more generous one is, the 
more generous God is. 

Third, notice how Joash prepared. The Scripture says: “And at the king’s 
commandment they made a chest, and set it without at the gate of the house 
of the LORD” (v.8). He cut a hole in the lid of a chest and strategically placed 
it next to the altar. Giving cannot be separated from worship at God’s altar. 
Some appear to think giving is either optional or an add-on to one’s faith. Not 
according to Scripture. And, perfectly illustrated here is the worshipful aspect 
of giving. Hence, we cannot fail to see that giving should be generous. We are 
giving to God!

The king challenged the people to give and provided an opportunity to give. 
No person is exempt from the lesson we learn from Joash. The question is, 
have you carefully reflected on your giving patterns today? Could your gifts be 
characterized as generous? Do you worship with your gifts? Do you actually 
associate the gifts you bring to worshipping at God’s altar? If we reflect deeply 
about the nature of giving, giving with generosity will surely describe our life.

Reflection Connection
Consider the times God has 
placed a vision before your 
church. Do you think it is 
normal for God to first give a 
vision for what He desires to 
one man or many? Explain.

A love for the 
Lord and a 
love for His 
house 
virtually 
always go 
together.
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Reflection Connection
Consider the offerings of your 
church. Would you describe 
your giving patterns Joash’s 
— as giving “in abundance”? 
Why or why not? What do 
you think would nurture your 
church to create an atmo-
sphere of abundant giving?

II.  Generous Giving Continues with a Remarkable 
Demonstration (vv. 9-11)

The people responded to the king’s initiative: “And they made a proclamation 
through Judah and Jerusalem, to bring in to the LORD the collection that Moses 
the servant of God laid upon Israel in the wilderness. And all the princes and 
all the people rejoiced, and brought in, and cast into the chest, until they had 
made an end. Now it came to pass, that at what time the chest was brought unto 
the king’s office by the hand of the Levites, and when they saw that there was 
much money, the king’s scribe and the high priest’s officer came and emptied the 
chest, and took it, and carried it to his place again. Thus they did day by day, and 
gathered money in abundance.” (vv. 9-11). 

The streets filled with people. An excitement 
was in the air. The enthusiasm of the people 
was like a forest fire—you could smell it, 
taste it, and see it from a mile away. Why?

First, the people heard the Word (v.9). The 
message was clear, reflecting God’s way of 
giving as recorded in Scripture: “And thither 
ye shall bring your burnt offerings, and your 
sacrifices, and your tithes, and heave offerings of your hand, and your vows, and 
your freewill offerings, and the firstlings of your herds and of your flocks: And 
there ye shall eat before the LORD your God, and ye shall rejoice in all that ye 
put your hand unto, ye and your households, wherein the LORD thy God hath 
blessed thee” (Deut. 12:6-7). The Word of God gives foundation to the ways 
of God. God instructs His people from His Word. Without the foundation 
of Scripture to guide believers, there can be no certainty in the direction they 
should go.

Second, they heeded the Word (vv. 10-11). It is one thing to hear the Word and 
quite another to heed it. The people responded generously because the Spirit 
of God moved upon their hearts through the Word of God. Young and old 
gathered together and surrounded the chest Joash had placed at the altar. There 
they worshipped united around the singular vision of restoring the house of 
God. 

Note carefully the attitude the people revealed: “And all the princes and all the 
people rejoiced, and brought in, and cast into the chest, until they had made an 
end” (v. 10). As the people came to God’s altar to give, they gave joyfully. The 
idea is identical with what Paul said to Corinth, as we mentioned when we 
began today’s lesson. Additionally, they gave willingly as well as regularly, “day 
by day” as the Scripture says (v. 11). Finally, they gave liberally. The money they 
gathered was “in abundance.” 

Some take the position they should get all they can, can all they get, and sit on 
the lid! Jesus said more than once our treasures are in heaven. If that is so, the 
only wealth you will be able to take with you will precede you. If treasures are 
stored in heaven, we cannot store up treasures here. Billions of people do not 
know about Jesus. And if the church does not tell them, no one will. We are the 
only people God assigned to share the Good News of the Gospel. And, to reach 
the world, God’s generous givers must step up to the plate.

God instructs 
His people 
from His 
Word. 
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III.  Generous Giving Results in a Radiant 
Decoration (vv.12-14) 

An Italian poet wrote, “Rarely do great beauty and great virtue dwell together.” 
Unfortunately, he failed to read the story of Joash. The people demonstrated 
their faithfulness to God and the gifts began pouring in. Note what the Bible 
says: “And the king and Jehoiada gave it to such as did the work of the service of 
the house of the LORD, and hired masons and carpenters to repair the house 
of the LORD, and also such as wrought iron and brass to mend the house of the 
LORD” (v.12). When the Spirit of God moves as the Word of God is planted 
in the hearts of the people of God, things happen! 

First, the workers were abundantly supplied. All the special crafts required to 
restore the house of God were slumbering until the Spirit moved upon them. 
The church is filled with laborers for the harvest. That is the very reason Jesus 
said, pray to the Lord of the harvest that He would send laborers in the field 
(Luke 10:2). Joash was a splendid administrator. He oversaw the workers, 
making sure they were properly divided into their respective positions where 
their skills could be best used. No church is without the needed servants to 
carry out the ministry to which God has called it. They are there. Every believer 
is equipped by the Spirit of God to minister in the name of Jesus in some special 
capacity. The problem is not endowment. Instead the problem is willingness.

Joash showed the significance of being an extraordinary steward of what 
God gives. Similarly, every Christian must take seriously the responsibility of 
stewardship. We cannot all have the same 
amount of wealth. It does not work like 
that. Nevertheless, we all are fully able to 
be extraordinary stewards with what God 
allots us in life. And, our stewardship will 
be judged by the Lord Jesus Himself.

Not only were the workers supplied, but 
second, the work itself was strengthened. 
Observe verse 13: “So the workmen 
wrought, and the work was perfected by 
them, and they set the house of God in 
his state, and strengthened it.” The temple 
which was in such horrible shambles was 
transformed into a holy sanctuary for the 
worship of God. The decorations were 
stunning. The people stood awestruck 
as they observed how God used Joash to 
restore their house of prayer.

Even more, not only did they have plenty of funds to complete the work, they 
had an abundance of surplus: “And when they had finished it, they brought 
the rest of the money before the king and Jehoiada, whereof were made vessels 
for the house of the LORD, even vessels to minister, and to offer withal, and 
spoons, and vessels of gold and silver. And they offered burnt offerings in the 
house of the LORD continually all the days of Jehoiada” (v.14). Imagine: the 
building program had more money in it than they needed to raise! 

Reflection Connection
Reflect on your church facili-
ties. Does your church take 
extraordinary care to make 
sure the facilities are beauti-
ful? Explain. Think of ways 
you and the entire study 
group may be able to contrib-
ute to the beautification of 
your facilities and campus. 
For example, perhaps a fel-
lowship time could be ar-
ranged to have a picnic lunch 
and afterwards clean out 
designated closets, or paint 
an unattractive fence sur-
rounding A/C units.

When the 
Spirit of God 
moves as the 
Word of God is 
planted in the 
hearts of the 
people of God, 
things happen!
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Wrap Up
God is looking for people who want to go all the way with Him. He wants 
to bless them beyond measure. But those people will be people who are 
generous givers just like His Son. He gave all. Now is the time for the 
church to be everything God calls it to be. Become one of God’s generous 
givers today.

Golden Greek Nugget
The biblical author records 
Joash’s decision to fund the 
restoration of the house of 
God by placing a “chest” at the 
entrance (vv.8-11). The Hebrew 
word “aron” is often times 
translated in the Old Testament 
variously as  “ark; coffin; chest; 
box.” Interestingly, in Gen. 50:26, 
this word represents a coffin: “So 
Joseph died, being a hundred 
and ten years old: and they 
embalmed him, and he was put 
in a coffin in Egypt.” The coffin 
undoubtedly was elaborate and 
similar to those found in ancient 
Egyptian tombs. While the 
chest in Egypt housed Joesph’s 
bones, the chest Joash placed at 
the temple’s entrance served to 
restore the house of God. 

How completely backwards from the way we seem to operate today. It seems 
the norm is never enough. However, when God’s people begin to take on His 
character and become generous people, the result cannot fail. We’ll have enough 
and plenty left over! 


