
Note the words in chapter 10, 
“And Cush begat Nimrod: he 
began to be a mighty one in the 
earth. He was a mighty hunter 
before the LORD: wherefore it is 
said, Even as Nimrod the mighty 
hunter before the LORD. And 
the beginning of his kingdom 
was Babel, and Erech, and 
Accad, and Calneh, in the land of 
Shinar” (vv. 8-10). Nimrod was 
the founder of the Babylonian 
culture (cp. 11:9) possessing a 
definite connection with Ham, 
one of the sons of Noah.

Reflection Connection: 
How important is a good 
reputation? Should Chris-
tians guard their reputa-
tions? How?

First, observe Nimrod’s 
reputation.  The name “Nimrod” 
means “to rebel.”  So, this 
rebellious one became the 
“mighty one” in being the prime 
mover behind building the tower 
of Babel. Indeed Nimrod was 
the first dictator the earth would 
have. Before any Hitler-like 
figure came upon the scene to 

dominate the world’s scene, 
there was Nimrod acting as the 
world’s first imperialist, building 
his one world government over 
which he would rule the empire. 

Second, observe Nimrod’s 
occupation. He was a “hunter.” 
Yet his hunting skills went far 
beyond the hunting of animals 
to eat. Instead Nimrod hunted 
men to enslave.  He craved men 
to possess power over them.  
Note that God also craves men. 
He desires men to surrender to 
Him. However, God hunts men 
to bless them; Nimrod hunted 
to bind them. Jesus said, “For 
the Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost” 
(Luke 19:10). It is not necessary 

Old TesTamenT series - Genesis 10-11

Genesis begins with four 
major historical events. We 
have already considered 

three of these in previous studies—Creation 
(Genesis 1- 2); Fall (Genesis 3-5); Flood (Genesis 
6-9). In the creation narrative, we learned 
Biblical answers to the question of our origin—
where did we come from?  On the other hand, 
in the narrative of the Fall, we learned what 
God says about our sinful condition—why are 
we the way we are? In the third historical event, 
we studied God’s attitude toward sin and the 
sinner. That is, the Flood narrative answered our 
questions about God’s character—what does 
the worldwide flood teach us about God’s 
response toward human rebellion?

 Now, we arrive at the fourth major historical 
event in Genesis—Babel. In this study, we will 

discover man’s rebellion against God on an 
entirely different level. We will see sinful humans 
as they organize their rebellious efforts against 
God. Fallen human beings decide what they 
need is one world; one culture; one religion. 
The author captures the situation perfectly in 
the very first verse, “And the whole earth was 
of one language, and of one speech” (11:1). 
Godless culture was born.  

As we study this godless culture, in chapters 10-
11, let’s follow the outline below:  

I.  The Ruler of a Godless Culture   
(10:8-10; 11:9) 

II.  The Rebellion of a Godless Culture (11:1-4)

III.  The Ruin of a Godless Culture (11:5-9)

I.  The Ruler of a Godless Culture  
(10:8-10; 11:9) 

Let’s Begin
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Tower of Confusion



Moses writes, “And the whole 
earth was of one language, and 
of one speech. And it came to 
pass, as they journeyed from 
the east, that they found a plain 
in the land of Shinar; and they 
dwelt there. And they said one 
to another, Go to, let us make 
brick, and burn them throughly. 
And they had brick for stone, 
and slime had they for mortar. 
And they said, Go to, let us build 
us a city and a tower, whose top 
may reach unto heaven; and let 
us make us a name, lest we be 
scattered abroad upon the face 
of the whole earth” (vv. 1-4). 
God had given the mandate to 
Adam and Eve in the garden 
to “replenish the earth, and 
subdue it” (Gen. 1:28), and His 
assignment had not been revoked 
even though they both sinned 
in the garden. And, indicative of 
the assignment was a scattering 
all over the earth. Note, 
however, the rebellious goal of  
Nimrod’s clan expressed in these 
verses—“lest we be scattered 
abroad upon the face of the 

whole earth” (v. 4). Rather than 
becoming diverse, they desired to 
be one (that is, to stay together). 
This appears to be humankind’s 
very first attempt at organizing 
resistance against God. Satan 
had already attempted an unholy 
alliance when God kicked him 
and the angels who followed him 
out of Heaven. Jude writes, “And 
the angels which kept not their 
first estate, but left their own 
habitation, he hath reserved in 
everlasting chains under darkness 
unto the judgment of the great 
day” (v. 6). Satan had organized 
a failed plan to ascend to God’s 
throne. Now he inspired a plan 
by fallen man to attempt the very 
same power-grab.

Moses first describes Nimrod’s 
departure. They journeyed from 
the east (v. 2). In Scripture, 
geographical references often 
possess moral significance. For 
example, when a famine would 
later plague Abram and his 
family, he journeyed “down to 
Egypt” (12:10), and it was in 

Egypt he got into trouble with 
Pharaoh over Rebecca (12:18ff). 

Second, Nimrod’s disobedience 
was on full display—”dwelt 
there” (11:2). The reason offered 
to dwell there was “lest we 
be scattered.” God’s mandate 
to replenish the earth was 
clear. Therefore, attempting to 
stay together when God had 
commanded them to replenish 
and cover the earth tacitly 
assumed they thought they knew 
better how to run their lives than 
did God. Note further that they 
were going to do this as a unit—
”Let us”(v. 3). How often evil 
runs in herds, in numbers!  What 
cowards cannot do on their own, 
they may accomplish in numbers. 
That is one reason gangs are 
so effective. Nimrod’s “gang” 
actually thought they could spurn 
God’s direct command and get 
away with it.

Third, Nimrod’s desire was 
total control, world domination. 
They sought cultural union of 
societal life, including the union 
of language.  One way they 
would accomplish this was to 
build a tower which would reach 
heaven. The materials they would 

for a person to remain lost, 
confused, or guilty. One need 
only turn to Christ and be saved 
today. Jesus seeks to save those 
who are lost.

Third, observe Nimrod’s 
domination. His kingdom is 
Babel. Nimrod has but one 
ambition in life—to establish 
a world empire. He will not 
stop until Babylon becomes 
the mightiest influence on the 
face of the earth. In addition, 
Nimrod remains antagonistic to 

everything pertaining to heaven. 
In Scripture, Babel represents 
a city and a system which are 
always in rebellion against God. 
Furthermore, Babel indicates 
confusion in religion and stands 
as the center of idolatry and the 
occult. Revelation depicts the 
final overthrow of the religious, 
commercial, and political Babylon 
(Rev. 17-18). Indeed Nimrod is a 
type which foreshadows the last 
great world ruler, Antichrist (2 
Thess. 2:3-4; Rev. 13:1-2, his 
beastly nature).
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II.  The Rebellion of a Godless Culture 
(11:1-4)



use included “brick” and “slime” 
which surely symbolized the 
flesh and filth of fallen humanity. 
The materials were natural and 
therefore temporal. Nothing 
indicative of heaven or eternity 
would grace the tower. One may 
easily contrast the “slime” of 
Babylon with the precious stones 
of God’s eternal city, the New 
Jerusalem. John writes, “And 
I John saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down from 
God out of heaven, prepared as 
a bride adorned for her husband 
... And he carried me away in 
the spirit to a great and high 
mountain, and shewed me that 
great city, the holy Jerusalem, 
descending out of heaven from 
God, Having the glory of God: 
and her light was like unto a 
stone most precious, even like 
a jasper stone, clear as crystal; 
And had a wall great and high, 
and had twelve gates, and at the 
gates twelve angels, and names 
written thereon, which are the 

names of the twelve tribes of the 
children of Israel” (Rev. 21:2,10-
12). God’s city of gold awaits 
those who trust in Jesus Christ as 
Savior and Lord.

Why would Nimrod require a 
tower? He needed a central 
location, a rallying point through 
which he would issue his own 
selfish wishes for the world. 
Hence, while Nimrod sounded 
as if he were concerned for the 
world, he wanted nothing but 
to control the world. Nimrod 
is the perfect picture of the 
average secularist who lives as 
if eternity does not exist. Life is 
temporal. Eternity, for them, is 
nothing more than superstition 
of ignorant, religious fanatics. 
Life only exists in the now. 
Hence, one must get all one can 
get in this life for no other life 
exists (cp. Deut. 4:19; 18:14). 
Nimrod’s tower is the beginning 
of secular humanism. It is man 
attempting to be his own maker. 
It is idolatry plain and simple.

Nimrod, the rebellious ruler, 
could only accomplish one goal 
in the end—the ruin of a culture 
trying to exist without God. Note 
these verses, “And the LORD 
came down to see the city and 
the tower, which the children 
of men builded. And the LORD 
said, Behold, the people is one, 
and they have all one language; 
and this they begin to do: and 
now nothing will be restrained 
from them, which they have 
imagined to do. Go to, let us 
go down, and there confound 
their language, that they may 
not understand one another’s 
speech. So the LORD scattered 

them abroad from thence upon 
the face of all the earth: and 
they left off to build the city. 
Therefore is the name of it called 
Babel; because the LORD did 
there confound the language of 
all the earth: and from thence did 
the LORD scatter them abroad 
upon the face of all the earth” 
(11:5-9). 

Reflection Connection: 
Take a few moments to 
reflect on our culture. Do 
you think God has good 
reasons to conclude our 
culture is both ruined and 
godless? Why or why not? 

Furthermore, do you think 
God might judge our own 
culture as He did Babylon? 
Explain. 

Nimrod was running on empty. 
He just did not know it yet. 
Indeed leaving God out of our 
lives always reduces us to running 
on an empty tank. James says 
it like this, “Go to now, ye that 
say, Today or tomorrow we 
will go into such a city, and 
continue there a year, and buy 
and sell, and get gain: Whereas 
ye know not what shall be on 
the morrow. For what is your 
life? It is even a vapour, that 
appeareth for a little time, and 
then vanisheth away. For that 
ye ought to say, If the Lord will, 
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exist.

III. The Ruin of a Godless Culture (11:5-9)
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we shall live, and do this, or 
that” (4:13-15). Elsewhere the 
Scripture makes plain, “Except 
the LORD build the house, 
they labour in vain that build it: 
except the LORD keep the city, 
the watchman waketh but in 
vain” (Ps. 127:1). If God is not 
involved, our plans will ultimately 
fail.

Let us observe the inspection the 
Lord makes of the ruined godless 
culture (vv. 4-5). Scripture says, 
“and Lord came down …” The 
fact remains, nothing is hidden 
from God’s eyes (Heb. 4:13; Ps. 
11:4). Some people erroneously 
believe that God possesses 
no interest in earthly affairs. 
However, Scripture remains clear 
that God is vitally interested in all 
events on earth cp. Ps. 34:15; 
Matt. 10:29-30).  Because of 
mercy, God stops this sin at an 
early stage. He refuses to allow it 
to get out of hand. 

Consequently, we observe the 
Lord’s intervention in Nimrod’s 

godless ruined culture (vv. 7-8). 
God said, “Let us.” While the 
Trinitarian understanding of 
God is only revealed in the New 
Testament, we have allusions to 
it found in the Old Testament. 
Understand: since God is both 
perfect in every way and eternal, 
He definitively does not change 
(cp. Mal. 3:6). Therefore, God is 
now and always has been triune 
in nature.  From the Biblical 
standpoint, while the Trinity is 
veiled in the Old Testament, the 
Trinity is revealed in the New 
Testament.  So, the eternal triune 
God said, “Let us” intervene 
and “confound their language” 
(cp. Dan. 4:17). Sometimes 
God’s strategy to work His plan 
out includes direct intervention. 
Consider, for example, God 
directly intervening in the life 
of a loved one healing them 
of a mortal wound. Normally, 
however, He allows medicine 
to work out the cure. Know, 
however, God will always have 
His sovereign way in the end.
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If God is not 
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...Because 
of mercy, 

God stops this sin 
at an early stage. 

He refuses to 
allow it to get out 

of hand. 

Wrap Up

The Lord Himself gives the name to this whole project—Babel.  Babel was the 
gateway to humanism, living life apart from God. Sadly, too many of us create 
our personal “Babels” in which to dwell. We attempt to live out life based own 
our personal preferences rather than depending upon God. Yet, like Babel, 
what we think is a gate to heaven really remains a gate to hell. Any life apart 
from God always ends in Babel. Will you not trust totally in Christ today? He is our 
tower of refuge. He is our tower of strength (cp. 2 Sam. 22:3).
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