
Before we consider Jacob’s 
dream and the ladder where he 
personally met the God of his 
fathers, we will dip a ways back 
into chapter 27 and explore the 
difficulties that led him to this 
place in his life. Consider, “And 
Esau hated Jacob because of the 
blessing wherewith his father 
blessed him: and Esau said in 
his heart, The days of mourn-
ing for my father are at hand; 
then will I slay my brother Jacob. 
And these words of Esau her 
elder son were told to Rebekah: 
and she sent and called Jacob 

her younger son, and said unto 
him, Behold, thy brother Esau, 
as touching thee, doth comfort 
himself, purposing to kill thee. 
Now therefore, my son, obey 
my voice; and arise, flee thou to 
Laban my brother to Haran; And 
tarry with him a few days, until 
thy brother’s fury turn away” 
(27:41-44). 

Consider the burden Jacob 
faced—”Esau hated ... slay … 
flee.” Brother against brother 
had invaded Isaac’s family. Un-
fortunately, like it still does today, 
sin had turned their home into a 

jungle of hatred. While Rebekah 
attempted to sooth Jacob by 
insisting he’d only be gone a few 
days, (v. 44), sin is not so easy 
on its victims; her “few days” be-
came Jacob’s 20 years! Day after 
lonely day she wept knowing her 
sin was, at least in part, the rea-
son for her family break-up.

Even so, the burden became 
a blessing to Jacob (28:1-5). 
Jacob’s elderly father, Isaac, 
“blessed” his son as he sent him 
away, exhorting him not to take 
a Canaanite bride (v. 1). Canaan-
ites were a godless, cruel race of 
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In this section of Genesis, 
Jacob occupies the center 
of the Genesis stage. In the 

Exodus, God reveals Himself as God of the 
three patriarchs, “Go, and gather the elders 
of Israel together, and say unto them, The 
LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abra-
ham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared unto 
me, saying, I have surely visited you, and seen 
that which is done to you in Egypt” (3:16). 

And, of the three with whom God identified 
Himself, perhaps it’s easiest to identify with Ja-
cob.  Jacob reminds us of us; he reminds me 
of me. His temperament is so fundamentally 
human. Indeed even after Jacob met God for 
himself and is no longer cruising on the faith 
of his father, he learned the hard way that life 

still had its struggles. From him we learn our sal-
vation doesn’t change our basic personality. 
Rather it takes time for God to change us. 

Therefore, in this section of God’s Word, we 
will view Jacob’s life before and after his 
Bethel experience of meeting God which 
spiritually transformed him.  Let’s follow the 
simple outline below as we study this section 
together:

I.  Jacob Before Bethel: A Time of 
Transformation (27:41-28:22) 

II.   Jacob After Bethel: A Time of 
Consecration (29:1- 31:55)

I.  Jacob Before Bethel: A Time of Transformation 
(27:41-28:22) 

Let’s Begin
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Jacob and his Bethel Experience



people who knew not the God 
of Jacob’s fathers. Mixing with 
them would spoil the purity of 

the Abrahamic covenant (note: 
the Biblical prohibitions against 
intermarriages were not based 
upon ethnic deficiencies but reli-
gious idolatries). 

In the meantime, Jacob’s 
brother purposely took a wife of 
the Canaanites after he heard his 
father cautioning Jacob. “And 
Esau seeing that the daughters 
of Canaan pleased not Isaac his 
father; Then went Esau unto 
Ishmael, and took unto the wives 
which he had Mahalath the 
daughter of Ishmael Abraham’s 
son, the sister of Nebajoth, to be 
his wife” (vv. 8-9). Sometimes 
children disobey their parents out 
of spite rather than ignorance. 
However, to do so only doubles 
their guilt in disrespecting their 
parents. Esau was clearly living in 
the flesh and therefore could not 
enjoy the blessings of his fathers’ 
God.  

Now that the difficulties have 
been explored that led up to this 
point in Jacob’s life, we may 
consider his dream, “And Jacob 
went out from Beersheba, and 

went toward Haran. And he 
lighted upon a certain place, and 
tarried there all night … And he 
dreamed, and behold a ladder set 
up on the earth, and the top of 
it reached to heaven: and behold 
the angels of God ascending and 
descending on it. And, behold, 
the LORD stood above it, and 
said, I am the LORD God of 
Abraham thy father, and the God 
of Isaac: the land whereon thou 
liest, to thee will I give it, and to 
thy seed; And thy seed shall be 
as the dust of the earth … And, 
behold, I am with thee, and will 
keep thee in all places whither 
thou goest, and will bring thee 
again into this land; for I will not 
leave thee ...” (vv. 10-15). 

Jacob leaves home, heads to 
Haran 500 miles away becoming 
a pilgrim similar to his grandfa-
ther, Abraham. From the comfort 
of his cozy home to an unpro-
tected place under the open 
skies, he sets out on his journey. 
One imagines he can still feel the 
warm kiss of his mother as well 
as the icy stare of his brother. Es-
au’s threats are still ringing in his 
ear. Wondering where he would 
stay for the night, Jacob “lighted 
upon a certain place” and after 
making camp, fell into a deep 
sleep. While hardly significant to 
him at the time, he happened to 
be approximately 12 miles north 
of Jerusalem. It was Bethel! (v. 
19)

The Biblical author gets to 
his point hurriedly, “And he 
dreamed, and behold a ladder 
…” Angels were making their 
way back and forth from clouds 
to earth as if it were the stairway 
to heaven. Though at the time 

Jacob does not realize it, the lad-
der would indicate Someone else. 
No one could ascend to heaven 
apart from God’s provision of 
His ladder to get there. The fuller 
revelation we find in the New 
Testament is, Jesus is the ladder 
to God!  “No man comes to the 
Father but by me” Jesus would 
insist (John 14:6). God first de-
scends the ladder to come down 
to us before we can ascend the 
ladder to go to Him (John 1:11-
14; 6:33; cp. also 1 Tim. 2:5).

The Lord appeared to Jacob 
(vv. 13-15), the first of six ap-
pearances in all.  Jacob imme-
diately acknowledged His pres-
ence, “And Jacob awaked out of 
his sleep, and he said, Surely the 
LORD is in this place …” (v. 16). 
When the Lord saves a person 
upon his or her personal trust 
in Him, He instantly takes up 
residence in the person’s life (cp. 
Matt. 28:20; Heb. 13:5). In ad-
dition to His presence, He offers 
His unwavering protection and 
preservation. “[I] will keep thee 
in all places whither thou goest, 
and will bring thee again into this 
land; for I will not leave thee ...” 
(v. 15). His promise is sure.

Reflection Connection
Take a few minutes to con-
sider whether or not you 
often feel God’s presence 
near you in your times of 
devotion to Him.

After Jacob’s dream, notice his 
dedication which resulted from 
God’s transformation of his life. 
“And Jacob rose up … took the 
stone … and set it up for a pillar, 
and poured oil upon the top of 
it. And he called the name of 
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Jacob leaves his mountain top 
experience behind.  He liter-
ally “lifted up his feet” (29:1) as 
he left his “Bethel” moment of 
God’s providential working in his 
life. With a new spring in his step 
and a new song in his heart, he 
began his new life as a man who 
met God. He was saved! He was 
“a new creature” as the Apostle 
Paul would call it centuries later 
(2 Cor. 5:17). But God was not 
through working on him. After 
his moment of transformation, 
came his life of consecration. 
Many people wrongly believe 
that once a person is born again, 
life becomes a silky existence 
with hardly a rough spot to 
travel. Nothing could be further 
from the actual truth!  

Indeed when Jacob gave his 
life to the God of his fathers, he 
was also enrolling in the school 
of hard knocks! Laban was only 
a few days journey away. And, 
Jacob got more life lessons in 
dealing with his uncle than he 
ever dreamed possible. At Bethel 
Jacob learned what God was 
like, but in Haran, he learned 
what people were like. One can 
imagine he often saw himself in 

Laban as much so as if he were 
looking into a mirror; that is, in 
Laban, Jacob meets his match. 
For 20 years, he would serve a 
man more cunning and deceitful 
than he himself had been in his 
years prior to meeting God at 

Bethel. In Laban, God essentially 
said, “Here’s what you’re like, 
Jacob.” 

First, note Jacob’s serving. 
The Bible says, “And Laban said 
unto Jacob, Because thou art my 
brother, shouldest thou therefore 
serve me for nought? tell me, 
what shall thy wages be? And La-
ban had two daughters: the name 
of the elder was Leah, and the 
name of the younger was Rachel 
… And Jacob loved Rachel; and 
said, I will serve thee seven years 

for Rachel thy younger daugh-
ter … And Jacob served seven 
years for Rachel … ” (29:15-20). 
Jacob come upon a well where 
Laban’s daughters were watering 
the sheep (vv. 1-7). It was love 
at first sight when his eyes fell 
upon Rachel (vv. 9-11). For him, 
it was not even a tough decision 
to commit to seven years of labor 
for a wife as beautiful as she. 
Indeed for Jacob, the seven years 
passed as quickly to him as seven 
days. 

After Jacob’s decision came 
the deception. Jacob had no 
idea his decision would be un-
dermined by his father-in-law 
to be, however. Jacob the “de-
ceiver” was being taken to school 
by Laban the “deceiver.” “And 
Jacob said unto Laban, Give me 
my wife, for my days are fulfilled, 
that I may go in unto her … And 
it came to pass in the evening, 
that he took Leah his daughter, 
and brought her to him; and he 
went in unto her” (vv. 21-23).  
Surprised but not defeated, Jacob 
loved Rachel so much, he agreed 
to serve yet seven more years for 
the love of his life (vv. 24-27). 
Afterward, she became his bride 
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With a new spring in 
his step and a new 
song in his heart, he 
began his new life as 
a man who met God. 

that place Bethel … And Jacob 
vowed a vow, saying, If God will 
be with me, and will keep me 
in this way … and will give me 
bread to eat, and raiment to put 
on … then shall the LORD be 
my God … and of all that thou 
shalt give me I will surely give 

the tenth unto thee” (vv. 18-22). 
Confessing his inadequacy before 
God, he experiences God’s pres-
ence. Too often we fail to sense 
God’s presence because we ar-
rogantly feel ourselves worthy of 
His presence. The truth is, noth-
ing we do can earn God’s favor. 

Only Jesus makes it possible to 
enter into the holy of holies with 
the presence of God.  If you or 
I need a “Bethel” experience, it 
begins with acknowledging our 
absolute inadequacy before God 
and thrusting our life totally at 
the feet of Jesus. 

II.  Jacob After Bethel: A Time of Consecration 
(29:1- 31:55)



as it should have been 14 years 
earlier. Even so, division came to 
the household not only because 
Jacob loved Rachel more than 
Leah (v. 30), but also because 
Leah bore Jacob children while 
Rachel remained barren (vv. 31-
35).

While Jacob had met God and 
was undoubtedly saved, his home 
was not founded upon deeply 
spiritual truths (cp. 30:2). Rarely 
were altars built or was prayer a 
part of his spiritual life. For 14 
years, he lived in visible turmoil. 
Nor did he leave part of his old 
way of life behind as we shall 
now explore.

Second, notice Jacob’s schem-
ing (30:25-43). God “remem-
bered” Rachel and opened her 
womb (v. 22). Hence, she bore to 
Jacob “Joseph” (v. 24). Conse-
quently, Jacob requested Laban 
allow him to take his property 
and head toward his home-place 
(v. 25). Following his normal pat-
tern, Laban wanted to give Jacob 
inferior herds. However, realiz-
ing what he had in mind, Jacob 
played his trickster card once 
again (vv. 37-43). Afterward, he 
took his herds and headed to-

ward home! But not until another 
round with Laban.

Reflection Connection
Do you think God puts 
people and circumstances 
in our path which remind us 
of ourselves?  Why or why 
not?

Jacob overheard some gossip 
about him and the herds. In ad-
dition, he noticed Laban was not 
as cordial to him as he formerly 
had been (vv. 1-3). Subsequently, 
God speaks once again to him in 
a dream (v. 10). He then gath-
ers his family and belongings 
and sets out on his long journey 
home. Unfortunately, he finds it 
once again necessary to deal with 
Laban, “Rachel had stolen the 
images that were her father’s” (v. 
19). Laban gathered some troops 
and caught up with Jacob only 
to be warned by God in a dream 
to back off Jacob (v. 24).  God 
continues to protect those who 
belong to Him. The Apostle Paul 
made God’s protection of His 
children abundantly clear, “Who 
shall lay any thing to the charge 
of God’s elect? It is God that 
justifieth. Who is he that con-
demneth? It is Christ that died, 

yea rather, that is risen again, 
who is even at the right hand of 
God, who also maketh interces-
sion for us” (Rom. 8:33-34). 

The conflict with Laban was 
finally history. While Laban had 
every right to be upset that his 
“idols” were stolen, God’s inter-
vention on behalf of Jacob settled 
the issue once and for all (vv. 

36-42). Consequently, Jacob and 
Laban made a covenant of peace 
between themselves (vv. 43-55). 
However, from what we read in 
verse 49, it was more like a cov-
enant of tolerance between the 
two, which essentially said, “the 
Lord keep his eyes on you while I 
can’t keep mine on you!”
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While Jacob had met 
God and was 
undoubtedly saved, his 
home was not founded 
upon deeply spiritual 
truths.

 

 

Wrap Up

Jacob received quite an education while attending the School of Hard 
Knocks. So do we. Life in Christ is the most beautiful, satisfying experience 
imaginable. However, far from being a “care-free” life, we learn hard lessons 
as God continues working on us and in us. As the old preacher said, “I know I 
ain’t what I ought to be. But thank God I ain’t what I used to be! And, praise 
God, I ain’t what I’m gonna be!” God is still working on those whom He trans-
forms by His power as we place our faith in Him. Our life in Christ begins with 
transformation but continues in consecration until we see our Lord face to 
face!


