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Wise Men Worship Jesus – December 27, 2020 

 
S1 – Title Page 
 
S2 – S4 Christina READ Matthew 2:1-12… 
 
S5 - Introduction 
 

• So today our worship service is going to be a little different. 

• No drastic changes but the sermon is going to come before the worship set. 

• We are going to sing the bulk of our songs after the message. 

• I’ll explain why shortly. 
 

• But first, I need to first set the stage… 

• Every year (even this year) several weeks before Christmas,  

• my wife’s family has their annual Christmas party. 

• Basically, we come together, eat food, drink beverages, and play games. 
  

• Now several years ago when Christina and I hosted the party one of the games we played was… 

• How many Nativity scenes can you find? 

• And I am proud to say, that if you come to my house during Christmas,  

• you can find 20+ nativity scenes. 

• Including two that are hand carved from Africa. 
 

• I guess you could say that we enjoy collecting and displaying nativity scenes. 

• There are even a couple, like this one, that we leave up year-round. 
 
S6 - PICTURE OF A NATIVITY SCENE!!! 

 

• Now if you’re familiar with the traditional nativity scene you know that wise men are included. 

• And this implies that they showed up at Jesus birth around the same time as the shepherds.  

• This is convenient and makes for a lovely scene. 

• But according to the New Testament, specifically Matthew 2,  

• the wise men probably arrived several months after Jesus’ birth.  

• Several months after that first Christmas. 
 

• We see from verse 11 that Jesus’ family was no longer in a stable but was now staying in a 
house. 

• So, it’s appropriate that we look at this passage after Christmas. 

• After the Angels and Shepherds have gone then the wise men arrive. 
 

• And what I want us to focus on today is the purpose of their coming. 

• Scripture is clear. 

• They came to WORSHIP. 
 

• So today, we’ll begin by examining what this passage (and a few others) teach us about Worship.  

• and then we’ll respond together with a time of corporate WORSHIP. 

• An immediate application to today’s message. 

• That’s why we’ve reversed the order of the message and the singing. 
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• So, let’s see what the Wise Men can teach us about Worship. 

• There are 4 questions about worshipping Jesus that I believe this passage answers. 
 

1.  S7 - Why Should We Worship Jesus? 

• Verse 2 tells us clearly who the Wise Men are looking to WORSHIP: 

• They came to Jerusalem and asked… 

“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have 
come to worship him.” (Matthew 2:2) 

• They’re looking for a newborn child destined to be King of the Jews.  

• Now, looking for a child that is destined to be a King might be a big deal. 

• Most children do not become Kings. 

• But it’s not extraordinary.  

• In the past there have been many Kings, many Kings of the Jews. 

• In fact, some called Herod the “The King of the Jews.” 
 

• We don’t have kings in the USA. 

• But somewhere alive in America today there are probably three or four children who will one day 
be President of the United States.  

• But nobody really cares about this,  

• Nobody sets out to find them or honor them. 

• And it’s certainly not appropriate to worship them. 

• But the wise men have come to worship this King. 

• Why? 
 

• Well, we find that Herod understands that the wise men mean more than just another "King of 
the Jews."  

• Because once they depart Herod acts… 

• In verse 4 we read… 

S8 - and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 
the Christ was to be born. (Matthew 2:4) 

• Herod had been called "king of the Jews" by the Senate in Rome for almost 40 years.  

• But no one called him Christ, no one called him Messiah.  

• The Messiah was the long-awaited God-anointed Ruler,  

• The one who would overcome all other rulers,  

• The one who would usher in the end of history,  

• The one who would establish the kingdom of God and never die or lose his reign. 

• This is who the wise men were coming to worship. 
 

• We don't know how the wise men got their information that there was such a king coming.  

• We don’t know how they knew to follow the star.  
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• But it’s clear that Herod got the message:  

• These guys are not searching for a mere, ordinary, human successor to me.  

• That would be bad enough, but they are searching for the Christ… 

• The final King, to end all kings. 
 

• Now like the wise men, there were those in Israel looking for the Christ, the Messiah. 

• Waiting with great anticipation…  

• Two examples of Simeon and Anna are given in Luke Chapter 2. 

• And there were others. 
 

• But Herod was not one of them. 

• He was not looking for the Messiah.  

• He didn't even know the simple Scriptures about where the Messiah was to be born. 

• So, he asks the scribes,  

• And the one text that they focus on is Micah 5:2 

S9 - But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from 
you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel… (Micah 5:2) 

• The purpose for which the scribes quoted the text was to answer Herod's question:  

• Where would the Messiah be born?  

• And the answer is Bethlehem. 

• Herod had his own evil agenda and all he needed to know was Where. 

• But what if he had asked them, "Who?"  

• They might have read on in Micah 5:  

S10 -… whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. (Micah 5:2) 

• So, this king did not just come into being in the womb of his mother Mary. 

• He just became a Human being… BUT.. "… His coming forth is from of old, from ancient 
days. 

• Or, as John puts it in His Gospel, 

S11 - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God… 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us… (John 1:1, 14)  

• This King was in fact God become man, EMMANUEL GOD WITH US… 

• And so I hope that answers our first questions: 

• Why should we worship JESUS? 

• Because He is not only the King of the Jews. 

• He is not only the Christ, Messiah, the anointed one from God 

• He is God come in Human Flesh, Emmanuel God with US! 
 

• So, we know why Jesus should be worshipped.  

• Now we can answer the questions… 
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S12 – 2. Who Should Worship Jesus? 

• NOW the obvious answer is EVERYONE should worship Jesus! 

• The title of the message is “Wise Men Worship Jesus” 

• This not only describes what happens in our passage. 

• In verse 11 we read that; the Wise Men do Worship Jesus. 
 
S13 - And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down 
and worshiped him…. (Matthew 2:11) 
 

• But the fact that wise men worship Jesus goes beyond this single event. 

• It is a truth about humanity, 

• It is the truly wise men and women who worship Jesus.  

• Although it might be clear to us that EVERYONE should worship Jesus. 

• It was not clear to the Jews of Jesus’ day and beyond. 

• Not even Jewish Believers. 
 

• They struggled with idea that their MESSIAH was for ALL PEOPLE… 

• The book of Matthew is thought to be written specifically to a Jewish audience. 

• So, Matthew makes it clear that the MESSIAH is for everyone. 

• Everyone should worship JESUS. 
 

• Matthew doesn’t tell us about the Jewish shepherds coming to visit Jesus in the stable.  

• His focus is on foreigners coming from the east to worship the Messiah.  

• Therefore, it shouldn’t surprise us that at the end of the book of Matthew… 

• We find the clearest statement of the universal nature of the Gospel. 

S14 - “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations…” (Matthew 28:18-19) 

• Matthew portrays Jesus at the beginning and ending of his Gospel as a universal Messiah for the 
nations, not just for Jews.  

• Here, the first worshipers are court magicians (magi) or astrologers or wise men not from Israel…  

• but from the East - perhaps from Babylon.  

• They were unclean gentiles. 
 

• Like the Angels in Luke’s Gospel…  

• Matthew wants to make it clear that that the GOOD NEWS of GREAT JOY is for ALL 
PEOPLE. 

• This is God’s purpose and plan. 

• That all nations come to worship HIS SON! 
 

• And this is so important that HE USES A STAR… 

• How did this "star" get the wise men from the east to Jerusalem?  

• It doesn’t say that it led them or went before them.  

• It only says they saw a star in the east and came to Jerusalem. 
  

• And how did that star go before them in the little five-mile walk from Jerusalem to Bethlehem as 
verse 9 says it did?  
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• And how did a star stand "over the place where the Child was"?  

• The answer is: We do not know? 
  

• As Emily pointed out last week, there are numerous efforts to explain it in terms of planets or 
comets or supernovas.  

• But we just don't know how GOD DID IT. 

• All we know is that He Did IT. 
 

• The STAR did something that it could not do on its own:   

• AND we know that only GOD HIMSELF… The creator of the UNIVERSE 

• He is the only one who can use the stars for HIS PURPOSES.  
 

• So, the lesson is plain:  

• God is guiding foreigners to Christ to worship him.  

• And he is doing it by MOVING THE STARS.  
 

• In Luke’s gospel we see God influencing the entire Roman Empire so that census came at the 
exact time to get a virgin to Bethlehem to fulfill prophecy with her delivery.  
 

• Matthew shows God influencing the stars in the sky to get foreign wise men to Bethlehem so that 
they can worship JESUS. 

• This is God's design. 

• It is central to HIS PURPOSES.  

• His purpose is that all nations all peoples worship his Son. 

• In fact, HE hinges the end on that very fact. 

• Listen to this… 

S15 -And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a 
testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. (Matthew 24:14) 

• Many people continue to be obsessed with the end times. 

• When will Jesus return, when will the rapture happen. 

• Is COVID-19 a precursor to the great tribulation. 

• I don’t know! 

• But I do know that the end will not come until all nations (all peoples) have an opportunity to 
worship JESUS CHRIST… 

• This is what missions is all about. 

• This is what evangelism is all about. 

• This is why we send missionaries to preach the gospel. 

• This is why we share the gospel with our friends and neighbors. 

• Certainly, because they need a savior 

• Certainly, because they are lost and destined for a Christ less eternity  
 

• But I believe even more importantly because GOD deserves the worship of all peoples. 

• John writes… 

S16 - But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. (John 4:23) 
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• Evangelism could be defined as seeking people to worship GOD. 
 

• So, who should worship Jesus? 

• God, by bringing these GENTILE WISE MEN to worship His Son… 

• makes it clear from the start that HIS SON will be worshiped by ALL PEOPLE… 
 

• Jesus is to be Worshiped not just by Jews, but by all the Nations of the World.  

• For those who love JESUS that should motivate us... 

• Jesus Christ is deserving of the worship honor and praise of all peoples. 
 

• And it’s the job of the Church (YOU AND ME) to gladly carry that GOOD NEWS both across the 
street and to the ENDS of the EARTH. 
 
 

• So, I hope it’s clear from the Bible that everyone should worship JESUS. 

• But it’s also clear from both the Bible and our world that everyone does not worship JESUS. 

• That brings us to our third question…  

S17 - 3. Who does not worship Jesus? 

• In this story there are two kinds of people who do not want to worship Jesus, the Messiah.  

• The first kind are the people who simply do nothing about Jesus.  

• He is a nonentity in their lives.  

• This group is represented by the chief priests and scribes.  

• Again, in verses 4 we read... 

S18 - and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 
the Christ was to be born. (Matthew 2:4) 

• Well, they told him, and that was that, back to business as usual.  

• The sheer silence and inactivity of the leaders is overwhelming  

• Especially in view of the importance of what was happening.  

• Notice, verse 3 says,  

S19 - When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; (Matthew 
2:3) 

• In other words, the rumor was going around that someone thought the Messiah was born.  

• And in light of that, the inactivity on the part of chief priests is amazing…  

• Why not go with the wise men?  

• Apparently, they’re not interested.  

• They don’t want to worship the true God, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient 
days 

• So first, we see that the indifferent do not worship Jesus. 

• Then second kind of people who do not want to worship Jesus are the kind who are deeply 
threatened by him. 

• Or hostile toward him.  

• That’s Herod in this story.  
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• He’s really threatened and that leads him to be very hostile.  

• He schemes and lies and then commits mass murder just to get rid of Jesus. 

• So, in our passage we see that both the indifferent and the hostile do not worship Jesus. 
 

• And in the same way, today there are two kinds of people who will come against Christ and his 
worshipers.  

• They are the Indifferent – those who have no interest in Jesus Christ and His followers. 

• And the Hostile – those who openly oppose Jesus Christ and His followers. 
 

• The hostile are pretty easy to spot… 

• Herod stood out in His opposition to any King but Himself. 

• But the chief priests and scribes just faded into the background. 
 

• My guess is that none of us would consider ourselves hostile to Jesus or His followers. 

• If that were the case, you probably wouldn’t come to church on the Sunday after Christmas. 

• But do we sometimes, like the priests and scribes, fall into patterns of indifference. 
 

• Do we forget the importance of worshipping our KING? 

• Do we forget the importance of telling others about our KING so they can worship HIM also? 

• Do we have so many other things in our lives that we don’t have time for the most important… 

• Worshipping our Savior. 

• Giving glory to God. 
 

• Remember GOD moved the stars that His Son might be worshipped. 

• The least we can do is move our schedule in such a way that we have time to WORSHIP… 
 

• And that brings us to our final question for the day. 

• Suppose we do make time in our schedule…. 

• What should we do with that time? 

S20 – 4. How should we worship Jesus? 

• I would like to point out 4 aspects, 4 ways to express worship that are seen in our text for today. 

• First,    

• The wise men ascribe authority to Christ. 

• In verse 2 they ask… 

S21 - “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?... (Matthew 2:2) 
 

• They recognize that Jesus is King He has Authority…  

• We worship Jesus when we give Him authority over our lives. 

• When we trust and obey Him as our Lord and King. 

• When we seek out the truth of His word to govern our lives. 

• When we gladly submit to HIS AUTHORITY – That is Worship. 

• Second,  

• The wise men express humility before him by falling down before him. 

• Look at verse 11. 
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S22 - And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down 
and worshiped him…. (Matthew 2:11) 

• Falling to the ground is what you do to say to someone else: you are high and I am low.  

• You are great and I am lowly by comparison. 

• When we are humble before the Lord. 

• Humbly accepting that He not only has the authority but the right to rule over our lives then. 

• THAT IS WORSHIP… 

• Then Third, there is joy in their worship, verse 10 says…  

S23 - When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. (Matthew 2:10) 

• Now this is a quadruple way of saying they rejoiced.  

• It would have been much to say they rejoiced.  

• More to say they rejoiced with joy.  

• More to say they rejoiced with great joy.  

• And even more to say they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.  
 

• And what was all this joy about?  

• They were on their way to the Messiah.  

• They were almost there.  
 

• It seems clear that true worship is not just ascribing authority  

• It is not just taking a position of humility.  

• It is doing this joyfully.  
 

• It is doing it not out of a sense of duty or obligation, but from the heart. 

• When you come to see the true worth of Christ. 

• Who HE is and What He has done for you… 

• That should cause you GREAT JOY in WORSHIP! 
 

• And finally, the fourth thing we see about worship here is that it involves sacrificial gifts. 

• It involves sacrifice. Verse 11.  

S24 - And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down 
and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and 
frankincense and myrrh. (Matthew 2:11) 

• These men gave costly sacrificial gifts, they were treasures. 

• And they brought them to Jesus… 

• When we speak of giving God anything it’s important that we remember what the Apostle Paul 
said about God in Acts 17:25.  

S25 - nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives 
to all mankind life and breath and everything. (Acts 17:25) 

• So, the gifts of the magi are not given to meet any need that God has.  
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• It would dishonor a KING if a foreign visitor came with royal care-package.  
 

• Nor are these gifts meant to be bribes. 

• Bribery is a big focus in the religions of Man. 

• What can I do for God so He will do what I want? 
 

• Maybe if I do the right rain dance, He will bring rain for my crops. 

• Maybe if I build the right kind of altar, He will bless my harvest. 

• Maybe if I die for His cause He will reward me in the afterlife. 

• Maybe if I give enough money, he will give me even more. 

• Maybe if I read my Bible and Pray every Day, He will let me go to heaven. 

• BUT Scripture is clear, God does not make deals, he is not susceptible to bribes. 

S26 - For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the 
awesome God, who is not partial and takes no bribe. (Deuteronomy 10:17) 

• So if God has no needs. 

• And if God cannot be bribed. 

• Why give Him anything at all? 

• Why did the Wise Men bring gifts? 
 

• How are their sacrificial gifts part of worship? 

• And how are our giving of our resources, our time, our treasure our talents. 

• How is sacrificial giving part of our worship? 

• When we give sacrificially to the LORD  

• When we give not expecting a greater financial gift (blessing) in return, 

• If that’s your motive in giving, that GOD might “bless” you with more MONEY. 

• Then you are missing the whole point of giving as an act of worship. 
 

• When we give sacrificially, we are saying in effect That GOD is more important to us than these 
things. 

• Sacrificial giving is a demonstration of the fact that we want JESUS more than STUFF. 

• As the Apostle Paul might say, the things I give are rubbish compared to knowing Christ. 

• I am willing to sacrifice these things that I might depend more on Christ. 
 

• That is why GOD loves a Cheerful Giver. 

• Giving is saying, "The joy that I pursue is not the hope of getting rich with things from you.”  

• God, I do not come to you for the things you can give me, but for yourself 

• You are the most important thing in my life. 

• I gladly give up my wealth, that can be a distraction, that I might enjoy you more. 
 

• By giving to GOD what He does not need, but what I might enjoy (at least temporarily),  

• I am saying 'You FATHER SON AND HOLY SPIRIT are my treasure, not these things.'" 
 

• The wise men gave sacrificially, certainly expecting no material gain from the baby Jesus. 

• They gave as an act of worship. 

• Saying Jesus, you are more important than these things will ever be. 

• We gladly give them to you as an act of WORSHIP… 
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• So, in review how should we worship Jesus? 
 

• By Joyfully giving Him OUR KING, ALL Authority over our lives.  

• Studying and gladly submitting to His word. 
 

• By Joyfully coming to Him in Humility  

• Gladly Acknowledging and living based on His greatness and our lowliness 

• Not my will but thine be done… 
 

• And by Joyfully, cheerfully, sacrificially giving to Him. 

• Not because of His need 

• But because of ours. 

• Our need to have less of what this world offers and more of Jesus Christ. 

Would you pray with me, that we might be wise men and women and worship God (the Father 
Son and Holy Spirit) as HE deserves. 

• As we now take the time to worship together. 

• Singing songs of praise to our LORD. 

• I would ask that you consider what has been said this morning. 
 

• Consider the Wise Men who were guided by a STAR to Worship the LORD. 

• As Emily Guides us in Worship consider how you are worshipping JESUS. 

• Are you joyfully giving HIM the Authority over your life? 

• Are you joyfully coming to Him humbly, confident that He knows what is best for you? 

• Are you giving joyfully and sacrificially?  

• Not that you might gain more things but that you might gain more of Christ. 
 

• As we sing together, allow God to work in your heart in such a way that your voice brings him 
Honor Glory and Worship! 
   

• Emily…. 


