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Why is Bridges a Missions Church? (Part 1) 
Because we Love a Missions God 

08/14/2022 
 
Introduction 
 

• In two weeks, we’re going to have our first Mission’s Conference since 2019. 

• YEAH, It’s about time Right! 

• And I’m excited that Tim Driscoll has agreed to be our guest speaker. 
 

• But I will be honest with you. 

• I’ve always wanted to be the Missions Conference Guest Speaker but nobody ever asked me. 
 

• So, a few weeks ago, I decided to be the opening act for the Missions Conference… 

• I talked to the Missions Team, and we decided I could lay a foundation for the message Tim Will 
Bring. 
 

• Don’t worry we will pick up in Daniel in September (Lord Willing) 

• But for the next two weeks I would like to lay a foundation… 

• To ask and hopefully answer a very important question for our church. 
 

• The Question is:  Why is Bridges a Missions Church? 

• Why do we emphasize the importance of sending and supporting missionaries? 

• Why do we give a good percentage of our budget to finance the work of missions? 

• Why do we challenge our young and not so young people to think about God’s call on their 
lives? 

• Why do we have a Missionary of the Month? 

• Why do we encourage and support ministry to international students? 

• Why do we have a “Mission’s Team” that meets monthly to pray for our missionaries and to lead 
our church in both supporting our current missionaries and seeking to send out more missionaries. 

• And finally… Why do we have a Missions conference? 

• Why is Bridges a Missions Church? 
 

• That’s the question I want to focus on over the next two weeks. 

• And I have two purposes in mind... 

• First, for those of us who already get it… 

• Who know the importance of being a Missions Church. 

• Maybe who even come to Bridges because it’s a Missions Church. 

• For you I want this next two weeks to reinforce what you already know to be true. 

• To cause what you know to move deeper into your heart and soul. 

• To cause you to ask again, is there something more that God wants me to do that the gospel may 
go to the ends of the earth. 

• So that’s my first purpose. 
 

• My second purpose is for those who aren’t really convinced of the importance of being a 
Missions Church. 

• Maybe you are new to Bridges or maybe you just don’t understand what the big deal is. 

• Maybe you don’t understand why we spend so much of our time and resources out there… 

• When the needs are so great right here. 
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• I’ve recently had people suggest that since we have become such a small church should we 
consider cutting back our focus on Mission and focus more effort into growing our church. 

 

• I can certainly relate to that… 

• I didn’t always understand why Missions was such a big deal. 

• I didn’t think it was a bad thing I just didn’t think it was for me. 

• To be honest I didn’t really think about it much at all. 

• I wanted to follow Jesus but the idea of following Him to another country wasn’t part of my plan. 
 

• But then I met some people from Bible Fellowship of Riverside (Bridges) 

• They were a little different from the other Christians I knew. 

• They wanted to reach out to people around them, but it didn’t stop there. 

• They had a passion for seeing the gospel of Jesus Christ go to all nations. 
 

• At first, I didn’t get it. 

• I remember saying, look if God wants me to be involved in Missions, he’s going to have to come 
down grab me by the collar and shout in my ear. 

• But eventually, through many conversations, Bible study, prayer and even attending a Missions 
conference. 

• I came to understand and share the passion that these Christians from BFOR had. 

• In fact, that was the main reason I began attending this church in 1984  

• Because it was a Missions Church. 
 

• And it continues to be a Missions Church. 

• So, what is a Missions Church? 

• This is my definition… 
 
A Missions Church takes an active role in sending and supporting people who cross cultural 
barriers to see the gospel of Jesus Christ taken to all nations. 
 
In Acts 13:1-3 we read about the first missions Church 
 
Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was 
called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 
While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." Then after fasting and praying 
they laid their hands on them and sent them off. (Acts 13:1-3) 
 

• This is the first example we have of missionaries being sent out  

• And notice that Paul and Barnabas are sent out by the church in Antioch.   

• The call to send them came through the Holy Spirit but it came to both the missionary and the 
church. 

• The responsibility for sending missionaries to the ends of the earth belongs with the church. 

• At Bridges we want to continue in the tradition established by the church in Antioch. 
 

• But I want to make one thing clear up front… 

• Being a mission church does not mean we are not a local church. 

• For some reason there seems to be a tension between local ministries and cross-cultural 
missions. 
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• But that tension need not exist. 

• Every church is called to minister to the culture and community they find themselves in. 

• To bring the gospel of Jesus Christ to the people in your world. 
 

• And every church is called to take part in crossing cultural barriers with the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• To take the gospel of Jesus Christ to the world. 

• Cross cultural missions is really the exporting of the local church to the nations. 

• That’s what it means to be a Missions Church. 
 

• So, over the next two weeks I want to give two main reasons that we are a mission’s church.  

• This week we’ll focus on the fact that we are a Missions Church Because we Love a Missions 
God 

• And next week we will look at the fact that we are a Missions Church because we Serve a 
Missions God.  

 

• Both of these reasons focus on the fact that God is a Missions God. 
That God (through his church) takes an active role in sending and supporting people who 
cross cultural barriers to see the gospel of Jesus Christ taken to all peoples. 
 

• Missions is God’s idea. 

• And that is clearly seen in our first point for this Morning. 
 
Why is Bridges a Missions Church? 
 
1. Because We Love God’s Word 
 

• If you don’t have a good understanding of and love for God’s word… 

• you might think that throughout the entire OT God was only working with one group of people… 

• The Jews. 

• You might have the wrong idea that missions began in Matthew 28 when Jesus gave the Great 
Commission. 

• That right before He ascended into heaven He said,  

• Oh, before I forget, if you get a chance, there’s one more thing I want you to do… 

• If you have time, could you Go therefore and make disciples of all nations. 
 

• And if that’s the case, 

• If Missions is not mentioned in the OT  

• And if Jesus just tacked it on before He ascended then it makes it easier to set aside. 

• To make it an optional activity of the church. 

• Just one of the many things we do (or not). 
 

• But that is just not the case. 

• God’s word (that we love) makes it clear that God’s heart has always been to reach all peoples. 

• If you were with us several years ago, we saw that as we did a 52-week series through the Bible 
called the History of Redemption. 
 

• Now today we can’t go into much detail, but we can summarize the story of the Bible, showing it 
reveals God’s love for all peoples. 

• And to do that I want to do two things. 
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• First, I am going to show you a video that does a great job summarizing the story of the Bible. 

• And then second, I’m going to focus in on a couple key passages, that help us see God’s heart for 
all peoples. 
 

Show first the Video… The Biblical Basis For Missions 
 

• So now we have the overview… 

• Let’s focus in on several key passages. 

• And one of, if not the key OT passage that shows this Genesis 12:1-3 
 

• The verses are the first instance of what we call The Abrahamic Covenant. 

• Following the Tower of Babel incident in Genesis 11, after the peoples were scattered… 

• We have an earth with many different groups of people speaking many different languages. 

• That brings us to Genesis 12 
 
Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your father's 
house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 
you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless 
you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed." (Genesis 12:1-3) 
 

• It was as if God looked down from heaven and saw all the different groups of people  

• He wanted to reach all of them, and He came up with a plan. 

• He could have chosen a representative for each group, but he didn’t  

• He chose one man to start a new group that would be His people. 

• He chose Abraham to Father a new nation. 

• And through that nation all the peoples of the world would be blessed. 
 

• God’s Word shows that God’s heart has always been for all peoples. 
 

• You might be saying but didn’t God destroy other nations, didn’t he judge other peoples. 

• Yes, He did. 

• But was he doing more than just judging or punishing them. 

• Yes, I believe he was,  

• I believe the Bible teaches that He was also revealing Himself and His power to them. 
 

• Let’s think about one of the harshest judgments ever recorded in the OT. 

• The Ten Plagues that God brought upon Egypt for not letting His people Go. 

• What was God accomplishing through the Plagues? 

• Was his only desire to force the Egyptians to release Israel? 

• Or was He also systematically demonstrating His power over their god’s. 

• In Exodus 7:5 God says… 
 
The Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and 
bring out the people of Israel from among them. (Exodus 7:5) 
 

• Each of the plagues God sent was calculated to destroy their trust in their god’s. 

• And in one god in particular. 

• The Egyptians worshipped their Pharaoh, he was, to them, god in human form.  
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• And with each of the 10 plagues God demonstrated that Pharaoh, was completely powerless 
against the one true God. 

 

• So, what was the result? 

• There is a very cool scene in the movie “The Prince of Egypt”…. 

• It’s a very short scene and if you aren’t looking it might go unnoticed. 
 

• After the Pharaoh finally let the Hebrews Go… 

• We see two Egyptians holding spears and watching the Children of Israel depart. 

• They don’t say a word, they just look at each other, drop their spears and join in the Exodus. 

• And that’s exactly what the Bible says happened. 

• In Exodus 12:37-38 we read…  
 
And the people of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand 
men on foot, besides women and children. A mixed multitude also went up with them, and 
very much livestock, both flocks and herds. (Exodus 12:37-38) 
 

• Who was the mixed multitude that when up with them?  

• They were Egyptians and others who lived in Egypt 

• They were people, who after seeing God demonstrate his power realized their greatest hope was 
to join the people of God. 

 

• Again God’s Word shows that even in Judgment God’s heart has always been for all 
peoples. 

 

• Moving along to the time when the Jewish people were well established in the Land of Israel. 

• They have set up a kingdom  

• Their first King was Saul, their second King was David. 

• And their third king was Solomon who had the privilege of building a temple for the Lord. 

• And in 1 Kings 8:41-43 we read part of Solomons prayer of dedication for the temple. 
 
Likewise, when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes from a far country for your 
name's sake (for they shall hear of your great name and your mighty hand, and of your 
outstretched arm), when he comes and prays toward this house, hear in heaven your dwelling 
place and do according to all for which the foreigner calls to you, in order that all the peoples 
of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do your people Israel, and that they may 
know that this house that I have built is called by your name. (1 Kings 8:41-43) 
 

• Solomon knew that people in other nations would hear of God’s greatness and come to His 
temple.   

• His prayer was that God would answer the prayer of the foreigners,  

• Thus, spreading the word of God to all the peoples of the earth. 
 
Solomon understood that God had a heart for all peoples. 
 

• But unfortunately, Solomon became halfhearted towards the Lord,  

• He married foreign wives and allowed the worship of foreign God’s in the land of Israel. 

• This began a downhill spiral for the nation of Israel  

• Their Kingdom was divided. 
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• Because of their disobedience to God, they were judged. 
 

• As we have just seen in the book of Daniel…  

• They were defeated in war and exiled to foreign lands. 

• But even in exile we see God working through His people to witness to the nations. 
 

• And last week we saw one of the greatest examples of this in Daniel Chapter 6. 

• Daniel (an exile) was faithful to God in the midst of a pagan culture. 

• He refused to worship other Gods, he refused to give-up his daily prayer to God, 

• And for that he was thrown into a lion’s den. 

• And because he trusted in and obeyed God he was delivered. 
 

• But, if you remember, that is not the end of the story.   

• In Daniel 6:26-27 gives us the aftermath of the lions den.   

• King Darius, the one who reluctantly had Daniel thrown to the lions, says.... 
 
I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to tremble and fear before the God of 
Daniel, for he is the living God, enduring forever; his kingdom shall never be destroyed, and 
his dominion shall be to the end. (27)  He delivers and rescues; he works signs and wonders 
in heaven and on earth, he who has saved Daniel from the power of the lions." (Daniel 6:26-27) 
 

• God’s deliverance of Daniel was such a great witness to His power that the King of a pagan 
empire issued a decree endorsing even commanding the worship of the one true God of Daniel. 

 

• Again God’s Word (which we love) shows that God’s heart has always been for all peoples.   

• These are just a few of the many examples of God working among other people in the OT.   
 

• Now we move to the New Testament. 

• Each of the Gospels and the book of Acts includes Jesus giving a command to reach the nations. 

• Jesus really gives at least 5 great commissions…   
 
Matthew 28:18-20 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations 
 
Mark 16:15    … Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. 
 
We will get to Luke in a minute… 
 
John 20:21  Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you. 
 
Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 
 
Each of these verses underscores Jesus’s/God’s heart to reach all people. 
 

• Also, In Romans 15:20 we get a glimpse of the Heart God gave Paul.  
 

and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been 
named, lest I build on someone else's foundation, (Romans 15:20) 
 

• Paul’s ambition was to preach the gospel.   
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• But not just preach the gospel,  

• Paul had a heart to preach the gospel where it had not been heard before.   
 

• At this point you might be saying to yourself   

• Is he really saying that the whole point of God’s word is to communicate God’s heart for all 
nations? 
 

• Well, I’m not sure if I would go that far but let me leave you with one final passage that to me 
sums up what we have been talking about.   

 

• It’s Luke’s turn… 

• This passage takes place after Jesus’ resurrection just before his ascension. 

• On the road to Emmaus Jesus encounters two of his followers they engage in conversation and in 
Luke 24:45-48 we read… 

 
Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, "Thus it is 
written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. (Luke 24:45-48) 
 

• This is Jesus’ Summary of the Scripture. 

• But what Scripture? 

• The OT, because at this point there was no NT. 
 

• Jesus says that The OT covers two main items. 

• First that The Christ will and rise from the dead.   

• This speaks of redemption, the fulfillment of the sacrificial system, the fulfillment of prophecy and 
much more. 
 

• And second that repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all 
nations beginning at Jerusalem.   

• This too speaks of redemption.  

• It speaks of the nation Israel’s being a blessing to all nations through Christ.  

• It speaks of the scriptures we have examined and many more that we haven’t. 
 
I hope we see that God’s WORD reveals that HIS heart has always been for all nations. 
 
So the first reason we are a missions church is because we love God’s WORD… 
 
The second reason that Bridges is a Missions Church is… 
 
2. Because We Love God’s World 
 

• God’s people love what God Loves: 

• And the most familiar verse in the Bible John 3:16 describes what God and therefore his 
people are to love. 

 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 
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• I’ve heard it said that you can take out the word “world” and put your own name in this passage. 

• For God so loved CLIFF that he gave…. 

• And I believe that is true.  

• In 2 Peter the Apostle writes… 
 
The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, 
not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. (2 Peter 3:9) 
 

• I believe God loved me and you so much that he gave Jesus. 

• But for today I want to keep that word WORLD right where Jesus said it. 

• And I want us to take a second and think about the WORLD that God Loves. 

• God loves individuals but he also loves peoples, nations, ethnic groups. 

 

• And if we are going to have the heart of God, 

• If we are going to love His world like he does, then we have to know what it looks like. 

• We must open our eyes to see the World in Need… 
 

• And so again I want us to watch another short video that not only summarizes the needs of the 
world. 

• But gives us some insight into the churches efforts to meet those needs. 
 
Watch this short video…. The State of the World 
 

• The world that God loves is desperately in need of Him. 

• And he has responded by calling His church to take his love to the world. 
 

• So why is Bridges a Missions church? 

• So far, we have seen two reasons,  

 

• First because we love God’s word that reveals God’s command for His church to reach the 
nations. 

• And second because we love God’s World.   

• We love people and we see their needs,  

• We see millions headed to a Christ less eternity  

• And we want to offer them the love that God has given us. 
 

• I think those are two great reasons. 

• I think obedience to the Word of God necessary. 

• I think a heart to see people come to Christ is crucial. 
 

• But there is one more reason I think we are a Missions Church. 

• And this reason is the most important of them all.  

• The third reason Bridges is a Missions Church is… 
 

3. Because We Love God’s Worship 
 

• When we focus on our obedience to God’s word then the missionary is the focus of missions. 

• When we focus on the needs of the world then the non-Christian is the focus of missions. 
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• But when we focus on worship 

• When we understand that God’s glory is the most important thing in all the universe. 

• When we understand that he deserves the worship, praise, honor and glory of all peoples  

• Then God becomes the focus of missions. 
 

• I’ve read this quote before but I think it’s worth repeating 
 
John Piper in His Book, “Let the nations be glad” says, 
 
Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church.  Worship  is.  Missions exists because worship 
doesn’t Worship is ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not man.  (John Piper) 
 

• Throughout scripture we are told to worship God. 

• And often we are given a context for that worship. 

• The Psalms are full of verses calling us to worship among the nations. 

• In your notes I have given you a list of some of these Psalms. 

• But for our time this morning I want to look at 1 Chronicles 16:23-29 

 
Sing to the LORD, all the earth! Tell of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among 
the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples! For great is the LORD, and greatly to 
be praised, and he is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the peoples are worthless 
idols, but the LORD made the heavens. Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and joy 
are in his place. Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory and 
strength! Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering and come before him! 
Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; (1 Chronicles 16:23-29) 
 

• We learn several things from this passage: 

• First we learn that all the peoples of the earth are commanded to Sing to the Lord To worship and 
proclaim his salvation.   

 
Ascribe to the LORD, O clans of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

 

• And to paraphrase Romans 10:14 How can they worship the one they have not believed.    

• It is the responsibility of the church to make sure they hear,  

• To give them an opportunity to worship the one true living God. 
 

• Second we learn how we accomplish our mission, verse 24 answers that question,  
 
We Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples! 
 

• Missions is that act of worshipping God among the nations, 

• Of proclaiming his greatness to the peoples.   
 

• Thirdly we learn why God is to be worshipped,  

• because he is great, he is worthy He is above all Gods.  
 
Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and joy are in his place. 
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• The fourth and final thing we learn is that all other gods are idols.   

• We already knew that but think about this.   

• All over this world people are bowing down, worshipping, and serving idols.   

• The glory, honor and praise due the one true God is going to images made by man, or concepts 
from the pit of hell.   

• If that doesn’t spur us on to reaching the nations, then our understanding of God’s worth is 
lacking. 

 
A.W. Tozer said this,  
 
God saves men to make them worshipers. (A. W. Tozer) 
 

• I would like to conclude with just one example of the creation of a worshipper. 

• As a missions church it is our goal to see this story repeated over and over among the nations. 
 

• Kwan was a college student in Lopburi.   

• He was a Thai Buddhist, and he gave his worship to golden images of a man who had been dead 
for over 2,500 years. 

 

• I met Kwan at one of our evangelistic camps. 

• He was a very typical Thai young man. 

• He went to school, but his main course of study was having fun. 

• He played the guitar like many Thai young men because quite honestly Chicks dig music. 
 

• After the evangelistic camp Kwan’s life began to change. 

• His friend “C” had become a Christian and Kwan was very interested in the gospel. 

• He began attending the new church we started and even played his guitar during worship. 
 

• Even before he came to Christ, he started to worship God. 

• Through Bible study and learning worship songs Kwan’s heart was opened to the gospel. 

• And it wasn’t long before he gave his life to Jesus. 
 

• Today, Kwan, continues to lead worship and preach as the Pastor in the church we helped 
start in Thailand. (this was taken when we visited in 2018) 

• Kwan continues to Declare God’s glory among the nation of Thailand, his marvelous deeds 
among the Thai people. 

 

• That’s why we are a mission church. 

• Because we love a Missions God. 

• We love His word, and it commands us to reach the nations. 

• We love His world that is in desperate need. 

• And we love His worship. 

• We want God to receive the glory and honor He Deserves. 

• Pray 


