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Romans Summary (Week 115) 
02/28/2021 

The Revelation of God’s Glory 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
S1 – Introduction 
 

• Welcome Back… 

• So, this is it, the final message from Paul’s letter to the church in Rome (at least for now). 

• We began this series on January 15, 2017. 

• We’ve taken some breaks along the way. 

• Breaks for Christmas and Easter and other special occasions. 

• We took an extended break for my Sabbatical and the series of sermons I preached after my 
Sabbatical. 

• But for the past four years our main focus has been Paul’s Letter to the Church in Rome. 
 

• And as we conclude this series, I’m feeling a bit torn. 

• Romans has been the foundation of my preaching for so long I don’t want to step off it. 

• But I’m also looking forward to exploring other parts of God’s word. 
 

• Currently I’m not sure exactly where we will go from hear but I have a few weeks to figure it out. 

• Anthon Hall is going to preach next week. 

• And then I’m going to do a short series leading into Easter. 

• And after Easter I’m not sure, I’d appreciate your prayers in this matter. 

• Especially in this time of transition for our church.  
 

• So, as we begin our last message in Romans, I want us to recall several quotes about Romans,  

• Quotes that I introduced near the beginning of this series. 

• Martin Luther in His commentary on Romans wrote,  

This Epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament and the very purest Gospel, and is 
worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but occupy 
himself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. (Martin Luther) 

• And of Romans John Calvin said,  

When one gains a knowledge of this Epistle, he has an entrance opened to him to all the most 
hidden treasures of Scripture. (John Calvin) 

• And finally, bible translator William Tyndale wrote of Romans:  

It is the principle and most excellent part of the New Testament... No man can read it too oft, 
or study it too well…(William Tyndale) 
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• Now back in January of 2017, my purpose for using these quotes to introduce our study of 
Romans was to create anticipation, to get us excited about this great letter. 
 

• And now as we conclude our study my purpose is to ask the question… 

• Did Romans live up to the hype? 
 

• Is it really the chief (most excellent) part of the New Testament? 

• Is it the very purest gospel, does it contain the essence of the good news of Jesus Christ? 

• And therefore, is it worthy of being read and known and studied and even memorized by every 
Christian? 
 

• Are its chapters and verses worthy of deep meditation? 

• Should it be the daily bread of our souls? 

• And finally, does it (did it for you) open the hidden treasures of Scripture? 
 

• Now I know some of you came into our study along the way. 

• And others missed a sermon here and there. 
 

• But as the one who was not only present for every message from the book of Romans. 

• But also, prepared and preached those messages. 

• For me personally I’d have to answer yes to every question posed. 
 

• I would say that Martin and John and William were absolutely correct. 

• Yes, Romans does live up to the hype! 

• For me, this letter has left countless impressions upon my heart, mind and soul. 

• In my life it has fulfilled its own words found in Chapter 12 verse 2… 
 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
(Romans 12:2) 
 

• By revealing the reality of who God is and what he has done…  

• By revealing the glory of God in such precise detail. 

• This letter has caused me to become less conformed to this world (to my culture)… 

• My head and my heart have been turned away from the world and toward God. 
 

• As I studied it throughout the weeks, months, and years,  

• As it’s words and concepts and truths and teachings entered my mind. 

• By the power of the Holy Spirit, I experienced transformation. 

• I have been changed by God through the study of this inspired letter. 

• And therefore, I am better able to know and do the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 
 

• And I pray that many of you have experienced the same thing. 

• And so today, I want to pay tribute (give glory) to God for inspiring the Apostle Paul to write this 
very purest Gospel. 

• And I want to do that with the words of Romans itself. 

• I want us to see in this letter the revelation of God’s Glory. 

• I want us to leave this letter with the glory of God ringing in our ears and hearts and minds. 

• OKAY! 
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• Now this is, as one my Professor in Seminary us to say, a Helicopter view. 

• We will be flying over Romans, landing in specific places that focus our attention on God’s Glory. 

• We will land at the beginning and the middle but let’s start at the end. 

• Let’s review what we saw last week in the final verse of Romans. 
 
to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. (Romans 16:27) 
 

• If you remember we attempted to define the Glory of God. 

• and what we came up with was this… 

• The Glory of God is the revelation of who he is, of His nature. 
 

• To glorify something or someone is to show forth their greatness. 

• And in the case of God, every aspect of who he is, is not only great. 

• It is infinitely perfect. 
 

• God is infinitely perfect in his love and knowledge and wisdom and power and grace and mercy 
and forgiveness and justice and righteousness and holiness and so one… 
  

• So, when any aspect of God’s nature is revealed God is Glorified. 

• His divine greatness, majesty, beauty, and perfection is seen. 

• So, let’s see How God’s Glory is Revealed in Romans. 
 

• Last week we saw that in Paul’s introduction of himself to the church in Rome,  

• he lets it be known that his purpose in life and ministry and therefore in writing this letter is for the 
glory of God. 

• In verses 1 – 4 Paul introduces the topic of his letter, that is the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• And speaking of Christ in verse 5 he writes… 

through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith 
for the sake of his name among all the nations, (Romans 1:5) 

• Even though Paul does not use the word glory the idea is clearly stated… 

• As I said last week, For the sake of his name among all the nations means that Paul’s goal is 
that the name of Christ be seen as great, as infinitely glorious above all other names.  

• and all other persons  

• and all other ideas  

• and all other possessions  

• and all other possible dreams.  

• In other words, his goal is that the glory of God (the glory of Christ) be known and valued in all the 
world above all other things. 

• And throughout the book of Romans, we see how Paul keeps God’s glory front and center. 
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• First, he shows that humanities problem… 

1. Humanity Rejects God’s Glory 

• In the first three chapters of Romans, Paul focuses on showing the universal sinfulness of 
humanity,  

• and therefore, our universal need for a savior. 

• But the problem is more than sinners needing a savior,  

• the problem is that God is not being glorified as he deserves. 

• We first see this in Romans 1:21. 

• Here, Paul addresses the condition of Gentiles (the nations outside Israel) and he writes,  

For although they knew God, they did not honor (Greek word doxazo which means to glorify) him 
as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts 
were darkened. (Romans 1:21) 

• So, what was the problem,  

• It wasn’t that the Gentiles didn’t know God,  

• verse 20 made it clear that he could be seen through his creation. 
 

• The problem was that even though they knew God, they knew there was a creator God. 

• They did not honor/glorify him. 

• And how did they not glorify him?  

• What did they do (what do we still do) instead of glorifying God. 

• Verses 22-23 gives the answer:  

Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 
images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. (Romans 1:22-23) 

• They (the Gentiles) exchanged the glory of God for images idols. 

• And of course, the image most common then and today is not one that we carve in wood or stone,  

• but the one we see in the mirror.  
 

• This is at the heart of our problem,  

• We exchange the glory of God for something else. 

• Or simply put the Gentiles problem is that they Reject the Glory of God in favor of the glory of 
something else. 

• They do not glorify God as he deserves. 

• But they’re not alone. 

• Paul turns from the Gentiles to his own Jewish people,  

• and shows that they are in a similar condition.  

• They too need a savior… 

• Paul makes that clear throughout chapter 2 by emphasizing that yes, they were given the law. 

• But no, they do not keep the law. 
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• And then in Romans 2:23-24 he sums up their problem by saying… 

You who boast in the law dishonor God (do not glorify God) by breaking the law. For, as it is 
written, “The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.” (Romans 2:23-
24) 

• In other words, Paul is saying to the Jewish people, 

• By breaking God’s law, you do not glorify God’s name; you bring it into reproach. 

• You are meant to be the representative of God among the nations. 

• The Gentiles are to look to you and see the Glory of your God. 

• But instead, you cause God’s name to be dishonored, blasphemed among the Gentile. 
 

• So, Paul states the problem for both the Jews and Gentiles not just in terms of their sin… 

• But in terms of their greatest sin, that is rejecting God’s Glory… 

• Not glorifying God as he deserves. 
 

• And if you think I’m stretching it a little. 

• Let’s look at the most famous sin verse in Romans and the entire Bible. 

• Romans 3:23… 

• Here Paul sums up the condition of all human with this definition of sin:  

for all have sinned and fall short of [literally, lack] the glory of God. (Romans 3:23) 

• This links back to Romans 1:23.  

• We have all exchanged the glory of God for other things.  

• That is why we “lack”, or “fall short” of the glory of God,  
 

• and that is the very essence of sin.  

• We are created to value the glory of God above all things,  

• and none of us does that.  

• Which means we have committed an outrageous sin against God. 

• We have rejected his glory in favor of other things. 

• We have failed to glorify him as he deserves. 
 

• And this is intertwined with every other sin we commit. 

• We, lie and cheap and steal and murder and rape and covet and on and on… 

• Because we are not seeking to glorify God, but we are seeking our own glory. 

• Our own pleasures outside of God. 
 

• And for our failure (our falling short of God’s Glory) we are rightly under His wrath. 

• Now that is the bad news,  

• Romans begins with the bad news that humanity rejected the glory of God in favor of other things. 

• In favor of their own sinful desires, their own image if you will. 
 

• And what that means, and what Paul goes on to explain is that because of our rejection of God’s 
glory. 

• We are in dire need of a Savior. 
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• And as we know that Savior arrived in the person of Jesus Christ. 

• That’s the good news, that’s the gospel. 

• That’s what Paul begins to describe at the end of Romans chapter 3. 

• We have seen that humanity God’s Glory. 

• But what we will see is that… 

2. Our Faith Reveals God’s Glory 

• Romans (the Bible) teaches that it is only through Christ that we can be justified (declared 
righteous). 

• Saved from our sin, saved from our falling short of God’s Glory. 

• Romans 3:23-24 says… 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, (Romans 3:23-24) 

• Then in verse 26 Paul writes that the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ… 

It was to show [God’s] righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. 
By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. (Romans 3:26-27) 

• Our salvation from sin and death and judgement. 

• Our justification by his grace through Jesus Christ. 

• Is received by faith. 
 

• And notice what Paul says the result of our faith in Christ is… 

• Then what becomes of our boasting. 

• What do we have to boast about?  Rhetorical question. 

• And the answer is nothing, boasting is excluded by the law of faith. 
 

• By placing our faith not in ourselves or other things, but in the finished work of Jesus Christ, 

• What that means is that we get no credit for our salvation, 

• All the credit all the glory belongs to God. 

• Faith I reject my own efforts to save myself and embrace (trust in) God to save me through Jesus 
Christ. 

• Faith turns from the rejection of God’s Glory to the revealing of God’s Glory. 
 

• Paul illustrates this kind of faith with the case of Abraham in Romans 4:20 and specifically 
connects it to the glory of God:  

• Speaking of Abraham Paul writes… 

No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as 
he gave glory to God, (Romans 4:20) 

• Literally, he grew strong in his faith giving glory to God. 

• In other words, one reason that faith is the way God saves us is that faith reveal’s God’s glory.  
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• Faith calls attention to and magnifies God’s saving work through Jesus Christ.  

• Faith puts us in the position of weakness and dependence and puts God in the position of strength 
and merciful. 
  

• So, faith is essential to displaying the glory of God. 

• And there is more… 

• Paul goes on to show that our salvation through Christ secures for us the hope of the glory of 
God.  

3. Our Hope Reveals God’s Glory 

• As I’ve said before, that hope, in scripture, is not wishful thinking it is a sure belief in what is to 
come. 

• And it is when we hope in God that he is Glorified. 

• When we trust in who he is and what he has promised, that magnifies his greatness. 
 

• Now with regards to God’s Glory, Our hope is twofold. 

• First, we hope to one day fully see and experience the glory of God,  

• Like Moses we want to see God in all his Glory. 

• And Second, we hope to be fully transformed by God into the glorious image of Jesus Christ.  

• Paul speaks to both of these hopes in Romans. 

• First let’s look at  

A. We Hope to See God’s Glory 

• In Romans 5:1–2 Paul writes… 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 
stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. (Romans 5:1-2) 

• We are justified now by faith.  

• We are declared righteous now.  

• That gives us incomparable peace with God — in fact and in feeling.  
 

• But in this life, there are many hard things both emotionally and physically and relationally.  

• Without the hope of something more, we would be of all men most to be pitied.  
 

• And there is more.  

• The greatest thing that Christians hope for is to see and enjoy the greatest thing in the universe,  

• the greatest good and the greatest power and the greatest justice and grace,  

• namely, the glory of God,  

• the beautiful totality of God’s infinite and manifold perfections.  

• We have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God. 
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• Then in Romans 8:18, Paul says this hope to see and experience God’s glory, makes all the 
sufferings we experience in this life worth it: 

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
that is to be revealed to us. (Romans 8:18) 

• The glory of God will be so overwhelmingly satisfying that the horrors of a long illness and a 
painful death will be as nothing in comparison.  

• As Paul wrote to the church in Corinth… 

For this slight momentary affliction [this whole painful life is seen as momentary!] is preparing for 
us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison (2 Corinthians 4:17). 

• So, first, we hope to see God’s Glory. 

• And second, 

B. We Hope to Share God’s Glory 

• Then as Paul continues, he speaks of… 

• In Romans 8:21 Paul writes… 

that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom 
of the glory of the children of God. (Romans 8:21) 

• Paul speaks of our sharing in that glory so that we become glorious,  

• What that means is not that we become God, but we become God-reflecting persons. 

• The creation itself will be changed, set free from bondage to corruption… 

• And we (the children of God) will be fully transformed into the image of Jesus Christ.  

•  

• And again this hope is certain. 

• In verse 30 Paul speaks of it as virtually completed:  

And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, 
and those whom he justified he also glorified. (Romans 8:30) 

• Our glorification, our transformation into the image of Jesus Christ is assured. 

• And that transformation will glorify God, it will reveal his power and majesty as he transforms 
sinners into the image of his Son. 
 

• And for now, we glorify God by our hope for this to occur. 

• This is what we hope for, and our hope reveals the glory of God. 

• As we shout the truth that we want to be like Him, Like Christ. 

• He is Glorified, his Greatness is seen! 
 

• So, the glory of God is our supreme hope, both in the sense of seeing and being —  

• we hope to see it that all our longings for beauty will be  satisfied,  

• and when we see it (God’s Glory) we will be changed by it  

• and all our longings for being beautiful, uncontaminated reflectors of God’s glory will be satisfied.  

• So, God is glorified by our faith and our hope. 
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• But his glory is not dependent on us… 

• In the book of Romans, we see that even… 

4. Even Evil Reveals God’s Glory 

• In chapter nine, Paul begins to tackle the question of God’s faithfulness to his covenant with 
Israel,  

• and the question arises in verse 14 about God’s righteousness in view of his sovereignty over so 
much lostness and so much evil.  

What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means! (Romans 9:14) 

• And in verses 22–23, Paul gives his ultimate and final answer to the question,  

• and he does it with a view to the glory of God.  

• He says,  

What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with 
much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, in order to make known the riches of 
his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory— (Romans 9:22-
23) 

• In other words, the final argument for the righteousness of God in a world with so much evil and 
destruction is that this evil serves the revelation of God’s glory.  

• That is, God’s just judgment of it and God’s gracious rescue from it display more fully the glory of 
God than if there had been no evil. 
 

• It is hard to overstate the centrality and ultimacy of the glory of God in view of Romans 9:23.  

• The highest and deepest and most ultimate answer to why the world is the way it is when God is 
sovereign is that in his infinite wisdom, this world reveals the fullness of his glory —  

• including the glory of wrath and power as well as mercy.  
 

• If you remember, this was one of those difficult passages we covered in Romans. 

• But if you can grasp the biblical vision of God and his glory as the highest value of the universe,  

• The difficulty becomes much less, and God’s Glory becomes much more in your life. 

• And I think that’s why Paul finishes his description of the difficult for us to understand ways of God 
in dealing with Israel and the nations in Romans 9–11, he concludes with a doxology. 

For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen” 
(Romans 11:36).  

• God is the ultimate origin of all things,  

• He is the ultimate sustaining power of all things,  

• and He (not we) is the ultimate goal of all things. 
  

• Therefore, to him glory forever!  

• To him belongs the glory. 

• He deserves all honor and glory. 



10 

• And that glory is revealed not only by his merciful, loving, forgiving dealings with those who trust in 
him. 

• But also, by his wrathful, justice and judgements upon evil (those who reject him).  

• Okay… 
 

• Now let’s look at two final things that reveal the glory of God. 

• Fifth… 

5. The Church Reveals God’s Glory 

• In Romans 15, as Paul is finishing his handling of how weak and strong Christians should relate 
to each other in the church,  

• he tells them the purpose of the church and how Christ set the pattern for how to build the church.  

• The purpose of the church is in verses 5–6:  

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one 
another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 15:5-6) 

• That’s why Christ bought and builds the church.  

• Not just isolated, individual worship, but united voices, whether speaking or singing that glorify 
God. 

• Displaying the glory of God is the aim of the church. 

• And this above all other reasons is why we need to physically come together as the Church. 

• Yes we are encouraged and yes we need relationships. 

• We need to be seen and encouraged by our fellow believers in Christ. 

• But most importantly, we the church is called to together reveal the glory of God. 

• To Glorify God in all what we do together on Sunday Morning and beyond. 

• Amen… 

• Then in verse 7, Paul gives Christ as the pattern for relating to one another in the church. 

• And for building the church.  

• He says,  

Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. (Romans 
15:7) 
 

• Christ does everything he does — including welcoming you into his family, building his church — 
“for the glory of God.”  

• You are saved by Christ for the glory of God.  

• You are welcomed into his friendship for the glory of God.  
 

• This is humbling because we are never the final reason for anything — God is.  

• And it is gloriously good news, because we wouldn’t want it any other way.  

• God gets the glory,  

• And we get joy and love and welcome and forgiveness and transformation and satisfaction and 
abundant life and eternal life and blessings beyond our imagination. 
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• Then finally in verses 8–9,  

• Paul underscores Christ’s pattern of building the church by showing that this is the very reason he 
came for the nations: 

For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in 
order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for his mercy… (Romans 15:8-9)  

• Christ came to prove that God is faithful to his promises and to be glorified among the nations for 
His mercy… 

• We exist because of the mercy of God demonstrated through Jesus Christ. 

• And we glorify him that mercy and all it means for us now and in the future.  

6. The Gospel Reveals God’s God 

• Which brings us finally to the final verse of Romans, 

• Let’s look one more time at Paul’s conclusion to Romans, his doxology. 

Now to him who is able to strengthen you 
 

• Again, Paul is ending by pointing to God, 

• By Glorifying God… 

• For God’s ability to strengthen and establish us, to present us blameless before the throne of God. 

• And he does this Paul says… 
 
according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 
mystery that was kept secret for long ages but has now been disclosed and through the 
prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the 
eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 
 

• God strengthens us through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• The gospel that was a mystery but is now being revealed to all nations. 

• So that people for every tribe and tongue and nation might come to the obedience of faith. 

• And all of this (the gospel of Jesus Christ) Paul says is… 
 
 
to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. (Romans 16:25-27) 

• It is through the gospel of Jesus Christ that God receives his ultimate glory. 

• It is through the gospel of Jesus Christ that we see who God is and what he does… 

• And therefore, it is through the gospel of Jesus Christ that God will forevermore receive the 
ultimate glory do his holy and righteous and perfect name. 
 

• And this is what Romans is about. 

• This is why Martin Luther calls it the purest Gosepl. 

• And this, the truth of who God is and what God has done for us found in this glorious letter… 

• Should lead us to cry out…to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! 
Amen. (Romans 16:27) 
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• Is that the cry of your heart?  

• Do you love and long for the glory of God?  

• God is calling for your attention and admiration every day because along with Romans the entire 
Bible cries out for His Glory… 

• Psalm 19:1 says, 

 The heavens declare the glory of God. (Psalm 19:1) 

• And Isaiah 6:3 says,  

The whole earth is full of his glory! (Isaiah 6:3) 

• God is calling out to each and every one of us… behold my glory!  

• Do you see it and do you love it and do you long for it to be seen by others?  

• Because we were made to Glorify God... 

• Again, in Isaiah, God says…  

everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made. 
(Isaiah 43:7) 

• Something deep in your soul is saying to you:  

• I was made for this, to behold and reveal the glory of God.  

• and to become a glorious, God-reflecting.  
 

• So, if you’ve yet to receive and experience this unspeakable Glory. 

• And it is my prayer that from all the 1,000s of things we have seen and heard and maybe even 

remember from our study through the book of Romans. 

• That the one thing that will remain with all of us, 

• the thing that will be embedded deep in our souls is that it is all for the Glory of God. 

• Paul’s life and ministry and his letter to the church in Rome was written for the Glory of God. 

• And our lives and ministry and words and deeds are all for the Glory of God. 

 

• Would you pray with me to that end! 

 

  
 

 
 


