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Romans 16:21 (Week 113) 
02/14/2021 

Doxology Part I 
God Strengthens You 

 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
S1 – Introduction 
 

• Turn with me in your Bibles to Romans Chapter 16. 

• Here we find Paul’s final thoughts in His letter to the church in Rome. 

• In verses 1-16 he sends greetings and commendations,  

• Then in verses 17 - 19 he gives some final warnings and instructions. 
 
S2 – I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create 
obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. For such persons 
do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they 
deceive the hearts of the naive. For your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, 
but I want you to be wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil. (Romans 16:17-
19) 
  

• Paul appeals to the church… 

• He calls them to watch out for and avoid dividers, false teachers. 

• Why? Because they may seem nice (they’re smooth talkers) 

• but they only serve themselves, not you or Christ. 
 

• Plus you need to avoid these false teachers because your obedience is known to all, 

• If fact, Paul rejoices in their obedience. 

• Their reputation among the churches as people who submit to Jesus Christ is great and gives 
Paul great joy. 
 

• Therefore, it’s crucial for them to not be led astray by false teachers.   

• Because they are Christ’s representatives and if they stray, it will damage not only their reputation,  

• but the name of Christ and the Kingdom of God. 
 

• So even though they’re an obedient people… 

• Paul gives them one final warning… 

• be wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil. 

• Be experts in knowing and doing what is good,  

• but don’t even be beginners in knowing or doing what is evil. 
 

• So, to summarize verses 17-19, watch out for and avoid evil in all it’s forms… 

• Specifically, evil dividers, false teachers… 
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• And then in verse 20 Paul encourages the by declaring the fate of the evil one. 
 
S3 – The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. (Romans 16:20) 
 

• As we looked this crushing of Satan last week… 

• We saw that… 

• In the Past, Satan has been defeated by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

• In the Present, Satan is being defeated by Christ through Christians who put on the armor of 
God and stand firm in their faith. 

• And in the Future Satan will be totally defeated by Christ. 

• Christ will crush Satan under his feet and because we are in Christ,  

• Satan will be crushed under our feet… 
 

• So be encouraged Romans and Riversiders 

• Evil will not last, the evil one will be defeated. 

• And those who are in Christ will be victorious. 

• And until that day, Paul says at the end of verse 20… 
 
S4 – The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. (Romans 16:20) 
 

• It is the grace (the unmerited favor) of the Lord Jesus Christ that will sustain us until the final day. 

• The day when Christ returns to utterly and completely destroy the works of the devil. 
 

• Paul is saying, victory for Christ and His church is assured. 

• The gates of hell will not stand against Christ’s Beloved Church. 

• So be encouraged and rely on the grace of our Lord in these evil times. 

• Amen! 
 

• So that, in a sense brings Paul’s letter to the church in Rome to a conclusion. 

• He’s finished explaining the gospel he preaches. 
 

• Now I don’t claim to know exactly what was going on while Paul was putting the final touches on 
this letter. 

• I imagine that word had gotten out,  

• You know that Amazing explanation of the Gospel that Paul is writing to the church in Rome… 

• Well, he’s just about finished… 
 

• We do know that Paul is staying in the house of Gaius in the city of Corinth… 

• And as word goes out that the letter is almost done. 

• It’s possible that Paul’s fellow workers and friends and a few from the church in Corinth stop by to 
congratulate Him on this theological and practical masterpiece…  
  

• And as Paul is dictating chapter 16 to his scribe Tertius… 

• Others listen in… 

• Maybe they’re impacted by the long recitation of greetings to real flesh-and-blood people. 

• Maybe some of them have been to Rome, maybe they’ve met some of the Christians. 

• Or maybe they just feel a deep connection to their brothers and sisters in Christ… 
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• And so, they chime in… 

• "Say hi for me."   "Me too!"  Greet them for me… 

• So, in verse 21, Tertius writes: 
 
S5 – Timothy, my fellow worker, greets you; so do Lucius and Jason and Sosipater, my 
kinsmen. I Tertius, who wrote this letter, greet you in the Lord. Gaius, who is host to me and to 
the whole church, greets you. Erastus, the city treasurer, and our brother Quartus, greet you. 
(Romans 16:21-23) 
 

• I’m not sure if that’s the way it went. 

• But I am sure that these men (friends and fellow workers of Paul) feel a connection with the 
Christians in Rome. 
 

• And this reminds us that Paul is writing to real live flesh and blood people. 

• As He speaks aloud the words, we’ve read in the book of Romans… 

• And as his scribe Tertius writes them down. 

• Paul’s speaking from himself and others who care for these real live Roman Christians. 
 

• The word of God, the gospel of Jesus Christ was definitely inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

• It is the inerrant word of God. 

• But God chose to use real people to write, so that real people could read and be transformed by 
the renewing of their minds. 
 

• And it is my prayer that through our studies of this amazing letter, 

• Written by a man and inspired by the Holy Spirit that we all have been changed. 

• We all have been transformed to be more like Jesus Christ. 
 

• And we are not quite done yet… 

• Now we come to the doxology…  

• His friends have chimed in with their greetings,  

• and Paul, who generally dictates his letters through a scribe,  

• Now takes the pen in his own hand and writes the last few lines.  
 

• We know this because in 2 Thessalonians 3:17 he wrote… 
 
S6 – I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. This is the sign of genuineness in every 
letter of mine; it is the way I write. (2 Thessalonians 3:17) 
 

• Presumably Paul does this so the readers will know the letter is not a forgery.  

• So, in his own hand Paul writes these beautiful words.  

• And notice that in the ESV as in the Greek it’s one long sentence… 
 
S7 – Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but 
has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all 
nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 
to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. (Romans 16:25-27) 
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• This is such an appropriate ending to this great letter. 

• The emphasis throughout Romans has been God and the emphasis at its conclusion remains 
God. 
 

• And so, my current plan is that over the next two weeks (this week and next) we’ll examine this 
doxology and conclude this series in Romans. 

• And it’s my prayer that as Paul concludes by pointing us to God,  

• that our heads and our hearts will be turned. 
 

• That our focus will move away from the things of this world,  

• (the evil things and the not so evil things)  

• Things that tend to dominate our lives (our thoughts and actions). 
 

• And instead, we will turn and focus forevermore on the greatness and majesty and Glory of our 
God and his Son the Lord Jesus Christ. 

• And so, in these final words, Paul begins by reminding each of us of…  
 
S8 – 1. God’s Work of Strengthening You 
 

• Verse 25…  
 
Now to him who is able to strengthen you… (Romans 16:25)  
 

• Now to him… 

• This is Paul pointing to God… This is about God… This is to God… 

• What I am going to say is what God does. 

• And what I am going to say is fuel for our praise of Him. 

• Now to him who is able to strengthen you… 
 

• Brothers and sisters in Christ… 

• Know this - it is God who strengthens you… 

• And what that means is, it is God who sets you firmly in place. 

• He establishes you, he holds you up… 

• In fact, if it were not for God you and I would fall, 

• Jude concludes his letter with a similar statement… 
 
S9 – Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before 
the presence of his glory with great joy, (Jude 1:24) 
 

• God is able to keep you from stumbling (from falling) 

• God is able to strengthen you so that you do not fall. 
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• And it’s more than that, without God you and I would never have been able to stand in the first 
place. 

• The same Greek word translated strengthen here in Romans… 

• Is used in 1 Thessalonians 3:13, which says…  
 
S10 – [The Lord] may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father... 
(1 Thessalonians 3:13) 
 

• And I think that’s what Paul means in Romans when he says, Now to him who is able to 
strengthen you… 

• It is the Lord Jesus who establishes (strengthens) our heart as blameless… 

• As Jude wrote, It is the Lord who presents you as blameless. 

• It is the Lord Jesus who establishes us as holy that we might stand before our God and Father… 
 

• Do you see that that means! 

• We’ve seen it before in Romans… 

• Your holiness, your Christian walk, your eternal security is not dependent on your ability, your 
strength, your willpower, your anything. 

• It is God, it is the Lord Jesus who strengthens you,  

• it is God who empowers and enables you to stand firm in your faith. 

• In my weakness he is strong. 

• He props us up and keeps you from falling. 
 

• Let me give you an illustration of this.. 

• Have you ever tried to make a cooked wet noodle stand? 

• I hope not because that would be crazy. 

• But if you took that noodle and attached it to a solid metal bar with a solid base. 

• Then the noodle would be strengthened, the noodle would be established. 

• And the noodle would stand. 

• Not because of the properties of a noodle but because of the properties of the solid metal bar. 
 

• And yes, in this analogy we are a bunch of noodle heads. 

• But Christ is the solid metal bar with the solid base… 

• And we are in Christ, we are permanently attached to Christ. 
 

• What Paul is saying is that God can and does make us stand strong and steadfast.  

• He established his people so they will not stumble or fall. 

• This is true with regards to our salvation, 

• We can be secure in our relationship with God not because we are strong in ourselves. 

• But because God is able to strengthen us. 

• So, God gives us the strength to stand firm in our initial confession of faith. 
 

• And God continues to give us strength to stand firm as we live out the Christian life.  

• Perhaps Paul is considering his readers' life in Rome now and in the future,  

• He sees their struggles.  

• And even though he cannot do anything for them… 

• He knows God is able to make them stand, 
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• And be assured this applies to us as well… 

• God is able to strengthen you, to keep you from stumbling, to keep you standing.  

• Even and especially in times of trouble… 

• God can and does establish us and make us strong and steadfast in any circumstance.  

• Paul phrased it this way in Philippians 1:6 
 
S11 – And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion 
at the day of Jesus Christ. (Philippians 1:6) 
 

• There is no fear he cannot remove,  

• no danger from which he cannot rescue,  

• no anxiety he cannot quiet,  

• no despair he cannot lift.  
 

• This is good news; this is the gospel!  

• This is what we’ve hopefully learn in Romans. 

• That those who trust in Christ, are then firmly establish in Christ Jesus. 

• That even though we are weak, and we struggle, 

• and we are tempted and we even (on occasion) sin… 
 

• Nothing, no nothing can separate us from the Love of God in Christ Jesus. 

• Because it is Christ Jesus who provides us (those who trust in him) with his righteousness. 

• We are justified by God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 

• Christ died for us, rose for us, he establishes us in relationship with God… 

• and he continues to strengthen us that we might stand blameless before a Holy God. 
 

• And for this Paul offers doxology (praise) at the end of the book of Romans.  

• So do you believe it! 

• Do you believe that God has established you and strengthens you? 

• Then NOW TO HIM  

• Let us praise him for this right now and forever more… 
 

• So, we’ve seen the fact of God’s work in strengthening You… 

• And as Paul continues to point us to God who is worthy of praise… 

• He then reveals… 
 
S12 – 2. God’s Way of Strengthening You 
 

• Now remember this is all one sentence… 

• So as Paul explains the way God strengthens you and me… 

• It is all tied together. 

• What he does is he states it and then he expands on it… 
 

S13 –Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of 
Jesus Christ… (Romans 16:25) 
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• This is the heart of the matter. 

• We are strengthened according to the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• We were strengthened (or established) initially through Jesus Christ,  

• We were born in a fallen state… (wet noodles if you will) 
 

• And when we trusted in Christ, he picked us up, he established us, he strengthened us. 

• And he continually strengthens us that we do not fall. 

• And how does he do this? 
 

• Paul says God does it according to my gospel… 

• He calls it his gospel because it was given to him by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

• And it is the gospel he preaches that is written in Romans chapter 1-15. 
 

• And that gospel is the good news about Jesus Christ. 

• And Paul says, it is the proclamation my gospel,  

• the preaching of Jesus Christ that brings us strength. 
 

• It is by hearing and receiving in faith the gospel of Jesus Christ that establishes us in relationship 
with God. 

• And it is the continual receiving and believing the gospel of Jesus Christ that strengthens us and 
enables us to stand firm. 

• There is power in the gospel, there is power in the WORD of God. 

• John 1:1 tells us that… 
 
S14 – In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
(John 1:1) 
 

• Jesus existed from the very beginning as the Word the logos.  

• He was and is the ultimate Word, communication (revelation) of God,  

• and through him God communicates (reveals himself) to us.  

• So, Jesus came into the world to reveal to us who God truly is… 

• As the Apostle John writes just a few verses later. 
 
S15 – No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him 
known. (John 1:18) 
 

• In the Greek (he has made him known) this literally reads, "He has exegeted him."  

• That word exegeted or ex·e·ge·sis is used to describe what I’m doing right now. 

• I am exegeting (explaining or interpreting) the meaning of Scripture. 
  

• And Paul is saying Jesus is the exegesis, the explanation of the Godhead.  

• Therefore, our knowledge of Jesus is the key to knowing God, 

• And it is our knowledge of God that gives us strength to stand firm in our faith. 
  

• It is God who strengthens us, but he does it through our knowledge of Him,  

• And this is both an intellectual understanding of the truth of who God is.. 

• And experiential relationship with God through Jesus Christ. 
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• It is through knowing who Christ is and being in relationship with Him that we are strengthened in 
our faith, that we stand firm in our faith. 

• That is why in John 17 Jesus prayed,  
 
S16 – And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent. (John 17:3) 
 

• The key to strength in your walk in your life in your faith is your relationship with God… 

• Is knowing Christ intimately, allowing Christ to be the center of everything in your life. 
  

• So, if knowing Jesus is how we are strengthened in our faith… 

• Then His story (the gospel of Jesus Christ) should be our constant meditation. 
 

• If you’ve been struggling with your faith, if you feel a little faint, if you worry about falling… 

• Or maybe you have fallen to some sin. 

• Know this, it is God who has and will strengthen you. 

• But he does it through the gospel of Jesus Christ, through the knowledge of His Son. 
 

• So, Church… focus on Jesus,  

• read about him,  

• think about him,  

• meditate on Him  
 

• Make the Word of God (the Bible) your spiritual meat and potatoes, the sustenance of your soul. 

• Because in it (the whole thing) we find the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• Someone has summarized the Bible this way, I’ve shared this before… 
 

S17 –The OT is the Preparation for the Gospel – it predicts and foreshadows and prepares the way 
for his entry into the world.  

• The Gospels are the Manifestation of Christ – They tell us his story, they give us his teachings. 

• The Epistles (like Romans and others) are the Explanation of Christ – They explain in deep and 
beautiful ways how Christ saved us and how in Christ we are to live the Christian life. 

• And finally, the Book of Revelation is Culmination of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, here we see 
how Christ will work to bring all things under his feet.  
 

• So, it is through the Word of God (the gospel of Jesus Christ) that we are strengthened… 

• That is How God Strengthens you… 
 

• Now as the word of God was written and as it was given to God’s people… 

• With regards to the Messiah, to the Christ, it became more and more clear along the way. 

• In the OT as time went on, more and more of the gospel was revealed. 

• I refer you to our series titled “The History of Redemption” where we see how Christ is revealed in 
the Old Testament. 

 

• So, in the OT the gospel is there but it is foreshadowed, it is preparation. 

• But when we come to the New Testament things become much clearer. 

• The 4 gospels tell the story of Christ’s entry, his life and death into our world. 

• And then the epistles and even Revelation gives us even more explanation of who Christ is and 
what he has done and will do… 
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• So, there is, what Theologians call, a progress of redemption, 

• over time the gospel become more and more clear… 

• It’s like when you focus your camera. 

• At first things are usually blurry but as you focus in they become clearer. 

• And finally they are crystal clear. 
 

• And it is this clearing up that Paul emphasizes in the last half of verse 25…  
 
S18 – Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of 
Jesus Christ, 
 

• God strengthens his people through knowledge of (through hearing the proclamation of) the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• And then Paul continues… same sentence, part of the same thought. 
 
according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages (Romans 16:25) 
 

• Now what does that mean? 

• It means that we are strengthened by the gospel of Jesus Christ… 

• And that gospel was and contains a mystery that was kept secret for long ages that is now 
revealed to us. 

 

• It was once a mystery, but we now have the full picture.  

• Now the word "mystery" (Greek mysterion), which in the New Testament does not mean 
mysterious (as the English word suggests)  

• but rather a secret which was once kept dark but is now revealed. 
 

• Here in Romans Paul points to a great and ancient mysterious secret has now been revealed. 

• And that secret mystery is revealed in the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

• Paul explains in Colossians 1:27. 
 
S19 – To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the 
glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. (Colossians 1:27) 
  

• God has revealed to us Gentiles a great mystery. 

• A secret that was unknown can now be seen clearly. 

• And that secret is Christ in you, the hope of glory… 
 

• That we by faith can be in Christ. 

• That’s the mysterion has been revealed to us. 

• And it is awesome, it is glorious. 

• It is Christ entering into, providing forgiveness, righteousness, salvation, eternal life to those who 
trust in Him. 
  

• We, as finite human beings, cannot understand everything,  

• for even in eternity the wonder of it will continue to unfold.  

• Yet now, in time, through the word of God, the gospel of Jesus Christ… 

• we understand what was in ages past darkly veiled. 
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• That by God’s grace, we sinful human beings, can be in Christ. 

• Remember what that means for us… 

• We talked about it several times in our study of Romans. 
 

• To be in Christ means what happens to Christ, happens to us.  

• Which means we are not only saved from our sins, saved from eternal hell. 

• We are not only saved to heaven, eternal life in God’s presence. 

• But we are saved in Christ, we are saved to be like Christ. 
 

• I am in Christ, and he is in me.  

• No other religion knows anything of this.  

• It is our mysterion. 
 

• So, one day our union with Christ will bring such an amazing transformation… 

• that if we were to see it now, we would not believe it - we shall be like him  

• The Apostle John says it this way… 
 
S20 – Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we 
know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. (1 John 
3:2) 
 

• Brothers and sisters, this is cause to praise.  

• Our theology must become doxology! 
 

• Now in Colossians Paul said that the mystery is made known to the Gentiles. 

• This is a big part of the mystery, that the gospel is for both Jews and Gentiles.  

• That Jesus Christ came to save all peoples. 

• Paul explains in Ephesians 3:2-6: 
 
S21 – assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me 
for you, how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. When 
you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made 
known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, 
members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
(Ephesians 3:2-6) 
 

• The mystery is not just Christ in you the hope of Glory. 

• The mystery is that Christ in you the hope of Glory applies to both Jews and Gentiles. 
 

• There were explicit hints of this in the Old Testament.  

• Consider, for example, God's word to Abraham (the first Jew if you will) in Genesis 12:3,  
 
S22 – I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:3) 
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• Similar promises occur in Genesis 18 and 22..  

• Also, the very bloodline of Christ had a number of Gentile women in it.  

• And there were many others hints as well,  

• If you read the Psalms, there is a lot of talk about God’s name being proclaimed among the 
nations. 
 

• And God even sent one of his prophets Jonah to the Gentile Ninivites… 

• But even with these glimpses,  

• The fact that gentiles would have a relationship with God was a dim secret in Old Testament 
times.  

 

• But Paul in verse 26 states that now the mystery has been revealed.  
 
S23 – but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known 
to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of 
faith (Romans 16:26) 
 

• The Prophetic writings, Old Testament Scriptures now can clearly be seen to teach this truth,  

• That all nations (the gentiles, the ethnos) are included in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• Gentiles can enter into relationship with God through Jesus Christ. 

• This has always been God’s command, His plan and purpose. 

• Remember Genesis 12:3 and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed 
 

• And that blessing is brought by and is Jesus Christ. 

• That Gentiles are coming to faith in Christ . 

• That Gentiles are becoming obedient to God. 
 

• This mystery is nothing less than a miracle.  

• God's salvation extends to all races, and those who receive it are "in" Christ and he is "in" them.  
 

• Moreover, all Jewish and Gentile believers are brothers and sisters together. 

• What a mysterion, what a miracle, and what a call to praise God!  

• God is able to establish and strengthen us.  
 

• And his way of doing this is the gospel of Jesus Christ!  

• When Jesus is the subject of our proclamation, our conversation, our meditation 

• We are strengthened, we are established, we do not stumble or fall. 

• We stand firm in our faith through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• Amen! 
 

• This may have been a mystery but now it is a reality for those who trust in Jesus Christ. 

• This is not hopeful thinking.  

• This is no pious rhetoric.  

• It is the truth of God’s glorious word! 

• Based on the reality of God glorious character.  
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• Thanks be to God that Jesus Christ is in me and you, and we are in him.  

• And this mysterion which makes us stand is for all the world.  

• Through Christ, believing Jews and Gentiles stand together and will be established for eternity.  
 

• This is Paul's doxology! His Call to Praise Honor and Glorify the LORD… 

• And so praise is to be our constant occupation and preoccupation. 
 

• And that, my friends, will be our focus next week,  

• as we conclude our study in the book of Romans by looking at the final aspect of Paul’s 
Doxology… 

 
S24 – to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. (Romans 16:27) 

 
 
 


