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Romans 16:19-20 (Week 112) 
02/07/2021 

The Devil’s Destruction 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
S1 - Introduction 

• Would you turn in your Bibles with me to Romans 16? 

• Today we’ll focus in on verses 19 & 20. 

• But before we get there let’s review what we saw last week.  

• In verse 17, Paul writes... 

S2 - I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles 
contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. (Romans 16:17) 

• Paul warns the church to watch out for people who depart from the apostle’s doctrine and try to 
take others with them.  

• Avoid them he says.  

• Then in verse 18 he gives the reasons for taking these false teachers very seriously: 

S3 - For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth 
talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive. (Romans 16:18) 

• These dividers are not always easy to spot because of their smooth talk and their words of 
blessing.  

• Which can entice the naïve (innocent and unsuspecting) to follow them.  

• But also, their doctrinal errors are not just innocent intellectual mistakes.  

• They come out of their fleshly appetites.  
 

• These seemingly NICE smooth talkers turn out to be idolaters. 

• And their idol is themselves, they do not serve Christ but themselves. 
 

• Now that’s what we saw last week. 

• And following this warning against these disobedient divisive false teachers,  

• Paul (in verse 19) addresses the obedience of the believers in Rome. 

• He expresses his delight in their obedience. 

S4 – 1.  Delight in Obedience 

• He begins with an exhortation saying… 

For your obedience is known to all… (Romans 16:19) 

• The Christians in Rome are known for their obedience to Christ. 

• Now remember, that word for connects what follows with what has gone before. 

• So, Paul commends the Romans for their obedience for your obedience is known to all 
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• And the word for connects back to verses 17 and 18. 

• This is another reason why the Christians need to watch out and avoid false teachers. 

• Because if false teachers get the upper hand among you,  

• then additional reproach will come to the name of Christ because your obedience is known 
everywhere.  
 

• The greater your reputation for obedience, the more damage can be done if you get sucked into 
false teaching.  

• So be watchful because your obedience is known to all.  

• Which means you have a great responsibility to maintain both the doctrinal standard given to you 
by the apostles but also your obedience to that standard. 

• And then Paul continues...  

S5 - For your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you… (Romans 16:19) 

• Even though Paul had not founded the church in Rome.  

• And he had never been there.  

• He was delighted (overjoyed) about their reputation as a church that walked in obedience to 
Jesus. 

• They followed Christ, they submitted to His Lordship in their lives. 

• And this caused Paul to rejoice. 

• Which says that Paul evaluated the success of a church by their obedience to Christ. 
 

• What about us, are we the kind of Church that Paul would rejoice over? 

• Do we as individuals and as a body prioritize our submission to Christ as Lord over all other 
things? 

• Is teaching and living out obedience to Christ of great value to us. 

• I hope so, I pray so and I believe that is our desire. 

• To be people, a church that walks in obedience to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

• To be a church that promotes obedience over all other things. 
 

• And what about when we think and talk about and rejoice over other churches.  

• Is it because they are big, or because their Pastor is an effective communicator,  

• or they have a lot of programs or good music… 

• or is it because they are obedient to the commands of Jesus Christ? 
 

• For me this says that in this transitional time for us as a church we must remain faithful (obedient) 
to Christ. 

• And as we look to the future, as we think about calling a new Pastor or merging with another 
church. 

• Our priority must be is He, (are they) obedient to Christ. 

• Can we as Paul did Delight in their Obedience… 

• Amen… 
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• Alright, after commending their obedience… 

• Paul then gives the Romans (and us) one more warning, 

• In verse 17 he warned to watch out for and avoid false teacher. 

• And in the second half of verse 19 he warns them about… 

S6 – 2. Dealing with Good and Evil 

• Now let’s read all of Verse 19… 

For your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, but I want you to be wise as to 
what is good and innocent as to what is evil. (Romans 16:19) 

• Paul says, even though I rejoice in your obedience, 

• I mean, you are basically obedient people.  

• But I still want to caution you one more time.  

• be wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil. 
 

• Now what does this mean? 

• Well, Paul said something similar to the Corinthians…  

S7 –  Brothers, do not be children in your thinking. Be infants in evil, but in your thinking be 
mature. (1 Corinthians 14:20) 

• And Paul didn’t make this up himself. 

• He got it from Jesus.  

• In Matthew 10:16 Jesus said,  

S8 – Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents 
and innocent as doves. (Matthew 10:16) 

• Sheep in the midst of wolves.  

• That makes an interesting link with the context of Romans 16:17-18 (last week).  
 

• There Paul is warning against wolves in sheep’s clothing,  

• people departing from the doctrine who talk like sheep and bless like sheep.  

• but “do not serve the Lord Jesus.”  

• Instead, they serve themselves and in so doing are wolves devouring the naïve. 
 

• So, when it comes to wisdom, the discerning of false teaching and destructive behaviors, don’t be 
naïve.  

• Be wise; be mature.  
 

• But when it comes to evil, erroneous destructive doctrines and idolatry of self, be innocent.  

• Be like a child in the sense that you don’t even make a beginning in evil.  

• J. B. Phillips paraphrases Romans 16:19,  

S9 – I want to see you experts in good, and not even beginners in evil. (Romans 16:19 Philips) 
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• So, Bridges, let’s be that way:  

• “Wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil.”  

• You don’t even need to be a beginner in evil.  
 

• From the beginning God has warned (commanded) His people to be innocent as to what is evil… 

• God’s first command to Adam was this… 

S10 – And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of 
the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day 
that you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:16-17) 

• Eating from this tree, which Adam and Eve did, was not only disobedience to God. 

• It destroyed their innocence. 

• It imparted to them the knowledge of evil. 

• And from that point forward, humanity has been dominated by evil. 

• As Paul wrote in Romans 3… 

S11 – All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not 
even one. (Romans 3:12) 

• So yes, we have received from our father Adam the knowledge of good and evil. 

• But without Christ we have no ability to do good or avoid evil. 
 

• So, in a sense, Paul’s exhortation to be innocent as to what is evil, is an exhortation to return to 
that state before the Fall when evil was unknown. 

• Now, as we know this is not, at this point, completely possible… 

• Because we live in an evil world and we must still contend with temptation and sin. 
 

• But I think at least one take away from this is to seek to avoid the evil influence of this world. 

• Now I’m not calling for us to be monks in a monastery. 

• I’m calling as Paul did in Romans 12…  

S12 –  Do not be conformed to this world (which is evil), but be transformed by the renewal of 
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. (Romans 12:2) 

• Yes, we must live in this evil world, but we do not need be of this evil world. 

• We do not have to allow the world to influence us as we seek to influence those in the world. 

• We do not, as I have heard people say, need to experience worldly things so that we can related 
to our Non-Christian Friends and Family. 
 

• For example: We don’t need to watch the latest TV shows or Movies. 

• Which are more often than not filled with evil. 

• Filling with things that are contrary to God, to His Word and to His good desires for our lives. 
 

• So, we don’t need to experience these things this evil world offers. 

• Because we are to be wise as to what is good. 

• We are to spend our time becoming acquainted with and applying the good will of God found in 
His glorious word. 
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• And we are to be innocent as to what is evil.  

• We don’t even need to even put our toe in the waters of evil. 

• Like the false teachers of verse 17 and 18 we need to watch out for and avoid evil at all times in 
all ways… 
 

• So, Paul’s has commended and delighted in the Romans for their obedience… 

• And he has warned them about the discerning of good and evil. 

• And then in verse 20 he addresses 

S13 – 3.  Defeating Satan (the evil one) 

• As for you Christian, be innocent of what is evil. 

• And speaking of evil… 

The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with 
you. (Romans 16:20) 

• Now interestingly, up to this point in the book of Romans,  

• Paul has not directly mentioned Satan. 
 

• He does mention him indirectly once in Romans 8:38 where he’s talking about what can’t 
separate us from the love of God and he says… “nor angels nor rulers (or principalities)”.  

• Most believe that word rulers or principalities refers to Satanic Spiritual forces. 

• The NIV even translates it demons. 
 

• So here in verse 20 is the first time Paul specifically mentions Satan. 

• Now in view of how detailed Paul gets about our salvation in chapters 3-5, 

• and our sanctification in chapters 6-8.  

• The fact that he doesn’t even mention Satan should say something to us… 

• It should caution us against making too much of the devil in how we live the Christian life and fight 
the fight of faith. 
 

• Those who think of all struggles in terms of conflicts with the Satanic forces must wonder how 
Paul could write fifteen chapters about salvation and Christian living and not mention Satan.  

• “The devil made me do it” isn’t really a valid defense against our sin. 
 

• However, Paul’s silence till now does not mean that Satan is insignificant,  

• or that he can be trifled with.  

• Remember Peter wrote… 

S14 – Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith… (1 Peter 5:8-9) 

• We are to resist Satan,  

• But the way we do that is not through open toe-to-toe conflict… 
 

• The way we do that is by remaining firm in your faith. 

• Our focus should the Lord Jesus Christ in whom we have faith, not in the adversary to our faith. 

• The focus of Romans is to call us to faith and help us stand firm in our faith. 
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• So, in Romans, even without mentioning Satan,  

• Paul has given us to the key to resisting Him.  

• Stand firm in your faith… 
 

• But now in Romans 16:20 Paul finally mentions Satan. 

• So, we’re going to take some time and focus on him today. 

• He gets 1 week out of 112 (so far) 

• Well, he doesn’t actually get the week. 

• We’re not focusing on him, we’re focusing on his Defeat, Destruction and Doom… 
 

• I want us to see that when Paul finally mentions the devil, he has only one thing to say about him.  

• To use the words of Martin Luther’s great hymn A Mighty Fortress is Our God,  

S15 – His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure. (Martin Luther)  

• Paul has one sentence to say about Satan in sixteen chapters.  

• Verse 20: The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet… (Romans 16:20) 

• That’s all.  

• He gets one mention.  

• And the mention is He will be crushed. 

• God will crush him under your feet. 
 

• So, putting this in context with verses 17-19… 

• Paul is saying, don’t be tricked or lured into any evil, false teaching or bondage to appetite. 

• Be innocent as to what is evil, because the great head of evil, Satan, is going to be crushed. 
  

• Be warned not to get involved with the works of Satan, because “lo, his doom is sure.”  

• And be encouraged to press on in your battle against all that is false and destructive because the 
Father of all lies and destruction will be destroyed. 
 

• And this destruction, the crushing of Satan (I believe) is a glorious promise about the church’s 
ultimate victory over Satan. 

• The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. 
 

• This is described in more detail in the book of Revelation… 

• In chapter 20 verse 10 we the Apostle John writes… 

S16 – and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where 
the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and 
ever. (Revelation 20:10) 

• This is what Paul has in mind when he writes, “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under 
your feet. 

• And his purpose is to warn us not to be friends with evil.  

• To watch out for and avoid false teachers, dividers, because they are evil. 

• And to be innocent of evil (because evil (Satan) will lose.)  

• AMEN! 
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• The Doom, the Defeat the Destruction of Satan is Sure… 

• Now I want to reinforce this fact to us this morning. 

• We need to know it and believe it.  

• We need to know we are on the winning team even with the other team seems to be gaining 
ground. 

• So, let’s look briefly at Satan’s Defeat. 
  

• It’s first mentioned way back in Genesis,  

• Following his temptation of Eve and then Adam to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil… 

• In Genesis 3:15, God speaking to the serpent promises…  

S17 – I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her 
offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel. (Genesis 3:15) 

• The offspring of the woman will bruise (or crush) the head of the serpent. 

• And that offspring is Jesus Christ, he came to fulfill this promise given in Genesis. 

• In 1 John 3:8 the apostle writes…  

S18 – Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from 
the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. (1 
John 3:8) 

• So, John says that the Son of God, Jesus Christ appeared, entered our world for the purpose of 
destroying the works of the devil.  

• His works of temptation, lies, sin and evil are destroyed by Christ. 

• This speaks of Satan’s Crushing Defeat by Jesus Christ.  
  

• And we can summarize the work of Christ in defeating Satan in three stages. 

• Which, for us at least, take place in our Past, Present and Future. 

• First… 

S19 – A. Satan’s Past Defeat 

• Satan has been decisively defeated in the death and resurrection of Christ. 

• Paul puts it like this in Colossians 2:14-15,  

S20 – [Christ] by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. 
This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them 
to open shame, by triumphing over them in him. (Colossians 2:14-15) 

• By his death, by nailing our sins to the cross,  

• Jesus took all the power (the weapons) out of the devil’s hands. 

• He may be a roaring lion but for the Christian (the one who is firm in faith) 

• Satan has been defanged and declawed…  

• He has no power in our lives, he has no power to condemn us. 
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• For as Paul wrote in Romans 8:1…  

S21 – There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. (Romans 
8:1) 

• Because of Christ’s death and resurrection. 

• His defeat of sin and death, those who trust in him cannot be condemned by anyone or anything. 

• Paul reinforces this in verses 33-34 of Romans 8 we read…  

S22 – Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to 
condemn? (Rhetorically Question NO ONE including Satan because) Christ Jesus is the one who 
died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 
interceding for us. (Romans 8:33-34) 

• So, Satan has been defeated by Christ in the Past… 

• He has no power to condemn those who trust in Christ. 
 

• And he is being defeated in the present… 

S23 – B. Satan’s Present Defeat 

• Satan is being defeated now by Christ through Christians who believe and speak the word of God 
and put on the whole armor of God. 

• In Ephesians 6:12-13 we read,   

S24 – For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able 
to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. (Ephesians 6:12-13) 

• As we take up the whole armor of God, we are empowered by Jesus Christ to achieve victory over 
Satan. 

• We are able to withstand (stand firm in our faith) in the evil day. 

• In the day that Satan attacks. 
 

• And what is the ultimate result of this spiritual warfare… 

• Well in Revelation 12:11, speaking of believers who were accused by Satan… 

• That’s all of us… 

• John writes… 

S25 – And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. (Revelation 12:11) 

• In our present battles against Satan, we conquer him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of 
our testimony, 

• That is standing firm in our faith in Jesus Christ… 
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• So, Satan is defeated by Christ in the Past and Present… 

• And finally, we see… 

S26 – C. Satan’s Future Defeat 

• Satan will finally be cast into the lake of fire never to deceive or torment the world again. 

• We saw that in Revelation 20:10. 

• And Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15:25,  

S27 – For [Christ] must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. (1 Corinthians 
15:25) 

• The defeat was decisive in the cross and resurrection,  

• but the final blow will be delivered in the future when Christ puts all things under his feet.  

• There’s the link with Romans 16:20 “under his feet.”  

• Only in Romans it’s under your feet:  

S28 – The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet… (Romans 16:20)  

• And the reason it’s your feet is that we are in Christ!  

• And his victory will be our victory. 

• This is as certain to happen as the fact that Christ already came and died and rose again.  

• That’s why Ephesians 1:22 speaks of all things as already under Christ’s feet.  

S29 – And [God] put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the 
church. (Ephesians 1:22)  

• Romans 16:20 is a glorious promise to battle weary saints in times and places where it seems as 
if evil has the upper hand and Satan is devouring the world. 

• Maybe you feel like that is happening right now in our country or even in your personal life. 

• Well, be encourages and be warned not to give up and change sides.  
 

• Continue every day to battle against falsehood, and false teachers, and idolatry and sin and evil. 

• be wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil. 

• Because  

S30 – The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet… (Romans 16:20) 

• Now one final thing I want to address regarding Satan’s future Defeat. 

• This is something that causes some to stumble. 

• And it’s that word soon. 
 

• I mean it’s been over 2,000 years since Paul wrote those words. 

• How long, O Lord? How long till the final victory comes?  

• And Paul answers, “Soon.” 

• What does that mean?  
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• Well 2,000 years ago he also wrote, in Romans 13:12,  

S31 – The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness 
and put on the armor of light. (Romans 13:12) 

• How are we today to understand the statements in the New Testament that the coming Christ and 
the triumphs of his appearing, his final defeat of Satan, will be soon,  

• and yet over two thousand years have gone by? 
 

• There is one book in the New Testament that addresses this issue directly, 2 Peter. 

• Beginning in Chapter 3 verse 3 we read… 

S32 – …scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 
They will say, “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.” (2 Peter 3:3-4) 

• And then in verse 8 we read… 

S33 – But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some 
count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all 
should reach repentance. (2 Peter 3:8-9) 

• Peter’s way of handling the delay of Jesus’ second coming when people began to ask this 
question is to draw attention to God’s peculiar relationship to time.  

• With the Lord . . . a thousand years [is] as one day. 
 

• And notice that the fact that Christ has not returned is due to God’s patience. 

• And his mercy, His desire for people to not perish and to come to repentance. 

• To come to him and submit their lives to Him. 
 

• And when that has been accomplished,  

• when the gospel has gone forth to all peoples. 

• And those who will, have reached repentance, then the end will come. 

• That’s what Jesus said in Matthew 24…  

S34 – And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a 
testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. (Matthew 24:14) 

• So, if we want to hasten Christ’s coming and Satan’s Future and Final Defeat… 

• Then we need to be involved in taking the gospel to the nations, to all peoples… 

• And that could be a whole other sermon… so I will stop there… 
 

• But for now, it seems to me that when Paul wrote… 

S35 – The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet… (Romans 16:20) 

• He wasn’t putting the Lord on a timetable. 

• Because With the Lord . . . a thousand years [is] as one day. 
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• Instead, Paul was seeking to encourage believers like you and me, that Satan’s defeat was 
inevitable. 

• And even though we may wish it would come sooner than later. 

• Be assured it will come. 
 

• And in the meantime, until that future and final victory comes, and Satan is crushed completely… 

• There will be grace for long battle.  

• That’s how Paul ends verse 20… 

S36 – The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. (Romans 16:20) 

• God’s grace, his unmerited favor to overcome sin and Satan and evil, arrives every day in just the 
right amount for the battles we face.  

• It is new every morning.  

• Great is his faithfulness. 
 

• So, as you deal with evil in this world. 

• Stand firm in your faith, knowing that you are on the winning side. 

• Knowing that Christ will return, and the Evil One Satan will be crushed under your feet… 
 

• Prayer… 

Communion 

• As we enter into communion today, I want to remind us of what we read earlier in 1 John 3:8. 

S37 - Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from 
the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. (1 
John 3:8) 

• Today as we celebrate and remember the death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

• I want us to remember that the reason he came was to destroy the work of the devil. 

• And what are those works. 

• In a word they are Sin. 

• What was Satan’s great sin, it was Pride. 

• He wanted to be in the place of God. 

• And for that he was cast out of heaven. 

• And Jesus came to destroy his works. 

• Sin and Pride and Rebellion against God. 

• Satan seeks to assault the Kingdom of God. 

• To stop people from entering and to make those who have entered ineffective for their King. 

• And Jesus came to destroy it all… 

• So, join me in celebrating Christ’s work of destroying the works of the devil. 
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• GET BREAD READY: To the Church in Corinth, The Apostle Paul writes… 

S38 - For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 
night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 
“This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” (1 Corinthians 11:23-24) 

• Paul specifically says that this took place on the night Jesus was betrayed. 

• Before he instituted the Lord’s Supper, He was eating with all 12 of his disciples. 
 

• And he shockingly told them that one of them would betray him. 

• The disciples were confused, they didn’t know who it was. 

• They asked Jesus and in John 13:26 -27 we read… 
 

S39 - Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I will give this morsel of bread when I have dipped it.” 
So when he had dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. Then after 
he had taken the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What you are going to 
do, do quickly.” (John 13:26-27) 

 

• On the night he was betrayed, on the night that Satan entered Judas and lead him to betray the 
Lord Jesus. 

• Lead him to hand Christ over for the crucifixion of His body. 

• It was on that very same night that Jesus instituted the celebration of his death and resurrection. 
 

• My point is this: At the same time Satan was seeking to destroy Jesus on the Cross. 

• Jesus Knowing full well that it was on the cross that he would destroy the works of the devil. 

• Said…“This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

• So, as we partake of the bread and the cup together. 

• Remember it was through his broken body and spilt blood the works of the devil were destroyed. 

• Let us partake of the bread together… 

S40 - In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” (1 Corinthians 
11:24-25) 

• At the Lords Supper we celebrate the new covenant we have entered. 

• This covenant is established by the blood of Jesus Christ. 

• And for those who enter this covenant by faith, we are given eternal life,  
 

• and the works of Satan are destroyed in our lives right now…. 

• So, in remembrance of Christ’s great work in establishing this new covenant  

• and covenant that includes the utter defeat of Satan,  

• That soon God will crush him under our feet. 

• Let us rejoice as we partake of the cup together…   
 

• Prayer and Dismissal 

 


