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Romans 16:1-16 (Week 110) 
01/17/2020 

What Matters to Paul 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 

• If you have your Bibles, please open to Romans Chapter 16. 

• I’ll begin by asking for Grace as I read the first 16 verses. 
 
I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church at Cenchreae, that you may 
welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints, and help her in whatever she may need 
from you, for she has been a patron of many and of myself as well. Greet Prisca and Aquila, 
my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I give 
thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as well. Greet also the church in their 
house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in Asia. Greet Mary, 
who has worked hard for you. Greet Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen and my fellow 
prisoners. They are well known to the apostles, and they were in Christ before me. Greet 
Ampliatus, my beloved in the Lord. Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and my 
beloved Stachys. Greet Apelles, who is approved in Christ. Greet those who belong to the 
family of Aristobulus. Greet my kinsman Herodion. Greet those in the Lord who belong to the 
family of Narcissus. Greet those workers in the Lord, Tryphaena and Tryphosa. Greet the 
beloved Persis, who has worked hard in the Lord. Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord; also his 
mother, who has been a mother to me as well. Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, 
Hermas, and the brothers who are with them. Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, 
and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the 
churches of Christ greet you.  
(Romans 16:1-16) 

• So that’s a lot of difficult (at least for me) names! 

• I had to look up how to pronounce many of them and as you might have noticed,  

• I still didn’t get it completely right. 
 

• Now, when we come passages with lots of names (like genealogies) we tend to read them quicky. 

• Sort of just skim over them. 

• Because we not only don’t know how to pronounce them,  

• but we also tend to think, they’re not particularly applicable to us. 

• This is just for those people at that time, Bible filler if you will. 
 

• And granted there is not much direct teaching for us in this passage. 

• I mean there aren’t any great theological truths, or universal commands. 

• However, like all of God’s word Romans 16 Matters a great deal. 
 

• It’s more than just a list of names and greetings.  

• If we look closely, we’ll see, implied in these verses, important truths for us to understand and 
apply. 
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• So first, I’m going to point out five truths that we can infer from these verses… 

• Five things that matter to the Apostle Paul. 

• And therefore, should matter to you and me. 
 

• And then I want us to learn from three specific people that Matter to Paul. 

• I want us to see how they are described and how that might apply to us. 

• So, let’s begin with… 

Five Things That Matter to Paul 

1. Names Matter 

• In these 16 verses Paul gives us twenty-seven names.  

• More people are greeted, but twenty-seven are named, 

• Twenty-six of them in Rome, and Phoebe (the first mentioned) on her way to Rome.   
 

• And surely, we should learn from this that names mattered to Paul.  

• Names also mattered to Jesus. 

• In John 10:3, speaking of himself as the Good Shepherd, Jesus says… 

The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. (John 10:3) 

• Jesus knows your name… 

• And what a joy it will be to hear Him call us by our names. 
 

• Names are important to Jesus and to Paul. 

• Now Paul clearly knew some of these people personally. 

• But it’s still amazing how many names he knows in Rome when he’s never been there. 
 

• He clearly had a great interest in these people, his fellow believers in Christ. 

• And knowing their names was a demonstration of this. 

• Knowing and using their names showed that he cared about them as individual people. 
 

• As a Pastor, I think it’s of great importance to know the names of the people in my congregation. 

• But as members of the body of Christ, it’s of great importance that we strive to know one another’s 
names. 
 

• The common excuse “I’m just not good with names” doesn’t cut it in the body of Christ. 

• These are your brothers and sisters. 

• Yea that’s my brother “what’s his name” and my sister “whose-a ma bob” doesn’t sound very 
good. 
 

• So be like Jesus and Paul, show you care enough to learn and use people’s names.  

  



3 

• Because first Names Matter and second… 

2. Relationships Matter 

• Paul doesn’t just list names, he describes who these people are in relationship to him and to each 
other. 

• He uses words like… 

• sister, brother, servant, saints, patron, fellow workers, church, firstfruits, kinsmen, fellow prisoners,  

• beloved, approved in Christ, elect and mother to me.  
 

• These words describe how Paul relates to, how he is connected to these people and how they are 
connected to one another. 

• In the body of Christ Relationships matter greatly. 
 

• One of our core values at Bridges is that we want to have Genuine Relationships. 

• We desire to know and genuinely care, truly love one another. 

• As a church, a local representation of the body of Christ, 

• We aspire to Jesus’ prayer for us in John 17:22 

The glory that you [Father] have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as 
we are one, (John 17:22) 

• So, let us seek to be one with one another. 

• To develop and maintain lasting loving relationships with one another. 

• Because the more you connect with people the more different and the more enriching are the 
ways that they bring blessing into your life,  

• and you to theirs. 

• So, second, we see that Relationships Matter. 

3. Christ Matters 

• As we’ve seen this passage is filled with relationships, 

• but notice at the center of these relationships is the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Verse 2:  welcome her in the Lord (Romans 16:2) 

Verse 3:  my fellow workers in Christ Jesus. (Romans 16:3) 

Verse 5:  the first convert to Christ (Romans 16:5) 

Verse 7:  they were in Christ before me. (Romans 16:7) 

Verse 8:  my beloved in the Lord. (Romans 16:8) 

Verse 9:  our fellow worker in Christ, (Romans 16:9) 

Verse 10:  Apelles, who is approved in Christ. (Romans 16:10) 

Verse 11:  Greet those in the Lord (Romans 16:11) 
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Verse 12:  Greet those workers in the Lord, (Romans 16:12) 

Verse 12:  Greet the beloved Persis, who has worked hard in the Lord. (Romans 16:13) 

Verse 13:  Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, (Romans 16:14) 

• I want us to see this is not just a simple list of greetings. 

• And these are not just Christian Cliches.  

• This is the way a person who’s focused on Christ talks and writes. 
  

• When you write your family or friends,  

• or when you talk on the phone, or send an email, is Christ there like this?  
 

• If you say, as I have heard some say, “My faith is very personal, I don’t wear it on my sleeve,”  

• be careful.  

• The issue isn’t what you wear on your sleeve.  

• The issue is what’s in your mouth, because Jesus said,  

For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks (Matthew 12:34) 

• If Christ isn’t in your talk and in your emails, it’s not a sleeve issue, 

• it’s not merely a personality issue,  

• it’s a heart issue.  
 

• If Christ matters to you as he mattered to the Apostle Paul. 

• Then your relationships, your communication cannot help but be filled with Christ. 

• What we truly care about comes out when we are talking with or writing to others. 
 

• So, I’d encourage you, as I encourage myself. 

• Take the time to consider how you relate to other people, especially those in the body of Christ. 

• When you meet and talk and communicate, is Christ there, is he at the center. 

• Is it obvious to all that he Matters greatly to you? 
 

• And if that is not the case, I’d encourage you to Go to God in prayer and repentance. 

• Asking him to change your heart, to put Christ where he belongs, at the center. 

• Amen! 
 

• So, implied from this list of greetings we’ve seen that Names and Relationships and Christ 
Matter…  

• And we also see that… 

4. Church Matters 

• Verse 5, referring to Prisca and Aquila:  

Greet also the church in their house. (Romans 16:5) 

• So, there is one church that he gives a generic greeting to through Prisca and Aquila.  

• Then there are all these other names.  
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• Look at verse 14:  

Greet Asyncritus (A-sink-ree-tus), Phlegon (Flea-gone), Hermes, Patrobas (Pa-tro-bas), 
Hermas, and the brothers who are with them.  (Romans 16:14) 

• That probably means: the church that meets with these brothers.  

• Similarly, in verse 15:  

Greet Philologus (Fi-law-low-gus), Julia, Nereus (Nair-e-us) and his sister, and Olympas, and 
all the saints who are with them. (Romans 16:15)  

• And there are probably other groupings.  

• So, we learn that the church in Rome was really churches in Rome. 

• And Paul takes time to point them out and Greet them. 

• Because they Matter.  
 

• From the beginning of the Church, the Church has been central to the work of Jesus Christ in this 
world. 

• In Acts 13 we read that Paul was sent out by the church in Antioch. 

• And he went on to establish many more churches as the Apostle to the Gentiles.  
 

• Now he is greeting the church or churches in Rome in hopes that they will help him establish a 
church or churches in Spain. 

• So don’t forget, yes your personal relationship with Christ matters a great deal. 

• But God has established a place for you grow in that relationship. 

• And that place is His church. 
 

• Don’t, especially in these difficult times, when we can’t physically meet together, don’t forsake the 
church. 

• As it was in Paul’s day it continues to be today, the place the people where we can both grow in 
our relationships with Jesus Christ and be sent out into the world to proclaim the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

• Church Matters… 

• And Finally…   

5. Love Matters  

• Four times Paul uses the word beloved. 

Greet my beloved Epaenetus (Romans 16:5)  

Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in the Lord (Romans 16:8) 

Greet… my beloved Stachys (Romans 16:9)  

Greet the beloved Persis (Romans 16:12)  

• That word beloved translates the Greek word agapetos and it means beloved or esteemed… 

• Dearly loved, close to my heart, in my affections.  
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• Paul also writes things like…  

[Prisca and Aquila] who risked their necks for my life (Romans 16:4) 

• And 

Greet Mary, who has worked hard for you (Romans 16:6)  

• Here he doesn’t used the word beloved, but you can feel the esteem and affection he has for 
these people. 

• This is the language of love.  
 

• Paul expresses love and esteem for his fellow believers. 

• And the implication is that we too should express our love for one another. 

• As believers we know the NT teaches us again and again that we are to love one another. 

• In John 13 Jesus said… 

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you 
also are to love one another. (John 13:34) 

• And remember Romans 12:10 

Love one another with brotherly affection… (Romans 12:10) 

• So, loving one another is foundational in the Body of Christ. 

• And here in Romans 16 Paul shows us that not only are we to feel love toward one another, but 
we are to express that love in words. 
 

• When’s the last time you wrote to or told a fellow believer that you loved them. 

• That they were beloved in your eyes. 
 

• I know that it can be difficult for some, us introverts can struggle with such things. 

• But don’t let your personality prevent you from blessing one another. 
 

• I would encourage you to take another play from Paul’s book and express your love to one 
another. 

• Because like Names and Relationships and Christ and Church, Love Matters. 

• So those are the five implications that I see in these verses. 

• Maybe one or two stood out to you. 

• I would encourage you to consider how you can grow in developing these things in your life… 
 

• Now let’s go to the first verses of Romans 16 and see what Paul has to say about  

Three People That Matter to Paul  

• A probably single woman Phoebe  

• And a married couple Prisca and Aquila.  

• First,  
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1. Phoebe  

• In verses 1 and 2 we read… 

I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church at Cenchreae, that you may 
welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints, and help her in whatever she may need 
from you, for she has been a patron of many and of myself as well. (Romans 16:1-2) 

• Phoebe is the one person in these first sixteen verses who is not already living there in Rome.  

• She is coming to Rome and Paul is asking the church to welcome her in the Lord the way he has 
taught that saints ought to. 
 

• He also says to meet all of her needs.  

• Welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints and help her in whatever she may need 
from you. 

• Paul is commending her.  

• She is the only one commended like this.  

• Why is he commending her? 
 

• The simplest explanation (though we can’t prove it) is that she is the one bringing the letter from 
Corinth where Paul is probably writing the letter.  
 

• Three reasons: 

• First, she is the only one commended, and there is no indication she is coming after the letter but 
at the same time as the letter.  

• The most natural conclusion is that, if she is arriving at the same time as the letter and she is the 
only one commended by the letter, she is probably carrying the letter.  
 

• Second, she is from Cenchreae, which is the eastern port of Corinth where most scholars believe 
Paul was wintering when he wrote this letter. 
 

• And third, she appears to be a woman of means.  

• The word patron near the end of verse 2 suggests this (“she has been a patron of many and of 
myself as well”).  

• She has helped many, including Paul.  
 

• So, it may well be that she is a successful businesswoman (like Lydia in Acts 16), who is able to 
travel from port to port and could be entrusted with the letter Paul wanted to send to Rome. 
 

• Whether this is sure or not, what we do know for sure is how Paul commended her.  

• He said three things about her—and let every woman hear this—and every man. 

• First,  

A. She's Our Sister  

• In verse 1 Paul writes…  

I commend to you our sister Phoebe… (Romans 16:1) 
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• Not just “my” sister, but “our” sister, yours and mine.  

• He is telling them that she is part of their family, though they may have never met her.  
  

• You have to ask: What did Paul want this “our sister” language to communicate?  

• Theologically, the most obvious answer is that he wanted to reinforce that Phoebe and the Roman 
believers have the same Father in heaven and are moving toward the same inheritance of eternal 
life. 
  

• Contextually, the most immediate meaning is: Take care of her.  

• She will have a need for a place to stay and food and connections.  

• She is your sister.  

• Families take care of their own.  

• She is your own. 
 

• And one other thing I would say from Paul’s first letter to Timothy (5:1-2) 

• the only place where he makes explicit what he implies by calling a young Christian woman 
Timothy’s sister:  

Do not rebuke an older man but encourage him as you would a father, younger men as 
brothers, older women as mothers, younger women as sisters, in all purity. (1 Timothy 5:1-2) 

• In all purity!  

• In other words, to you Christian brothers: sexual immorality with a Christian woman or girl (who is 
not your wife) is not just fornication (or adultery); it’s incestuous.  

• She’s your sister.  

• So, listen, leaders of the church in Rome.  

• Phoebe is your sister.  

• Receive her in all purity. 
 

• So, first Phoebe is a sister 

• And Second, Paul commends Phoebe by saying… 

B. She's a Servant  

I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church at Cenchreae, (Romans 16:1) 

• The word servant is the same word we translate deacon.  

• She may well have been an official deacon in that church.  

• Now currently at Bridges we don’t have an official office of deacon. 

• The only office we have is that of Elder. 
 

• And based our understanding of Scripture (1 Timothy 2:12; 3:2; 5:17)  

• Our official position and practice that elders are men, charged with the governance of the church. 

• Now that’s not to say that every member or all the leaders in the church believe only men should 
be elders. 

• It’s just to say that, as a church, that is how we function. 
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• However, outside of the role of elder,  

• We have no restrictions on how women can serve in the body of Christ.  

• As Phoebe illustrates, in the church, women can and should serve right alongside men. 

• In the New Testament deacons (or servants) are charged with many different kinds of ministry… 

• Including feeding the hungry, taking in the refugee, clothing the naked, caring for the sick, visiting 
the imprisoned.  

• And, of course, there are more.  

• So Phoebe is Our Sister, and A Servant… 

• And finally… 

C. She's a Patron and Partner in Ministry 

• Verse 2… 

for she has been a patron of many and of myself as well. (Romans 16:2) 

• Which leads us to the third thing Paul says about her: 

…for she has been a patron of many and of myself as well. (Romans 16:2) 

• In other words, Paul is saying that Phoebe has cared for Him. 

• That’s what the word patron means to care for the affairs of others. 

• To aid them with your resources. 

• Phoebe has cared for and aided Paul and many others.  
 

• From the very beginning of the Christian church, women have been crucial partners in ministry 
with men. 

• Partners in marriage and partners as single women.  

• (There is no mention of Phoebe having a husband.)  

• At least seven of the names in this list are women, and they are not on the sidelines.  

• Women are crucial in the ministry of the Church. 
 

• In the history of missions, the role of women, and the courage of women, is simply breathtaking. 

• On a personal note: It was a missionary woman Elisabeth Elliot… 

• Who began her missionary career as a partner in ministry with her husband Jim… 
 

• And continued her work even after he was killed by those they were trying to reach. 

• It was Elisabeth Elliot’s life and testimony (which I heard for the first time at conference in 1983) 
that inspired me to pursue missions and ministry.  
 

• My point is that Phoebe is one of the first in a long line of women who served and ministered in 
the body of Christ. 

• And we are so blessed by the many women (single and married) that serve in ministry at Bridges. 

• At this point I could start listing names (as Paul did) but I won’t because I would forget someone.  
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• So, I hope as women (and men) we feel can be like Phoebe. 

• That we can give our lives to ministry. 

• We can be servants and patrons, aiding and caring and partnering with others who are in ministry. 

• Ministry to our families, to our church, to our neighborhood, to our city, and to the nations.  
 

• Let’s close with a brief look at another woman and her husband in verses 3-5,  

• Prisca (sometimes called Priscilla) and Aquila. 

2. Prisca and Aquila 

• In verses 3 and 4 Paul writes… 

Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who risked their necks for my life, 
to whom not only I give thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as well. 
(Romans 16:3-4) 

• Here I want to hold up a challenge to married couples.  

• And let me mention three traits of this amazing couple, Prisca and Aquila.  

• May God use these three words to take some of our couples to the next step you have been 
dreaming about in ministry. 

• First… 

A. They Are Movers  

• We know from the book of Acts and Romans and 2 Timothy that Aquila was from Pontus 
originally (northern Turkey)  

• and that he and Prisca lived in Rome until they were driven out by the Emperor Claudius in 49 
AD with all the other Jews (Acts 18:2),  

• and that they met Paul in Corinth (Acts 18:2) and then traveled to Ephesus where they settled 
and had a church in their house (Acts 18:26; 1 Corinthians 16:19).  
 

• Now they are back in Rome according to Romans 16:3 and have a church in their house.  

• But finally, in 2 Timothy 4:19, they will be back in Ephesus.  

• And that’s the last we hear of them. 
 

• So, from the little that we know, they lived in Pontus, Rome, Corinth, Ephesus, Rome, Ephesus.  

• That’s not an easy life. 

• Just a good one:  
 

• They were sojourners. Exiles. Following Christ.  

• And everywhere they are, it seems, they had a church in their house.  

• They were movers—with Christ. 
  

• Is God calling any of you to live like that? 

  



11 

• Then second… 

B. They Are Workers  

• Verse 3:  

Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, (Romans 16:3)  

• Everywhere they went they went with a view to serving Christ.  

• And remember they were not vocational missionaries.  

• Like Paul they were tentmakers—literally (Acts 18:3).  

• But they turned it all into ministry, because Paul says they are “fellow workers in Christ Jesus.”  

• I love that phrase.  

• Some people work in the military.  

• Some work in medicine.  

• Some work in politics.  

• Some work in business.  

• Paul said Prisca and Aquila worked in Christ Jesus.  
 

• Whether they were making tents and planning for the forty or fifty people that would come to 
worship in their home,  

• the main context for all they did was Christ Jesus.  

• All their work was work in him—in relation to him.  
 

• Is God calling any of you married couples to a more Christ centered way of life? 

• So, they are movers and workers and finally… 

C. They Are Riskers  

• Verse 4, Paul writes.  

who risked their necks for my life,… (Romans 16:4) 

• Phoebe put everything she owned, it seemed, at the disposal of the apostles.  

• She served the church with all she had.  

• Paul loved her for it and he trusted her, probably with the most valuable thing he had, the letter to 
the Romans.  
 

• But Paul mentions something even more amazing about Prisca and Aquila:  

• They put their necks on the block for his life.  

• We don’t know what happened.  

• But they saved Paul’s life, it seems, by risking their own, because Paul says,  

to whom not only I give thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as well. 
(Romans 16:4)  

• In other words, I am alive today because they put their lives on the line for me. 

• And what I want you to see is that they did it as a couple.  

• He doesn’t say Aquila did it because he was the man.  
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• He says they both did it.  

• They were in this together.  

• They were ready to die together.  

• Husbands and wives of Bridges are you ready to die together for the gospel? 
 

• So, we have seen (by implication) what matters to Paul. 

• Names (people), relationships, Church, Christ, Love 

• O, that these things might matter to us as well! 
 

• And we have seen just a few of the people who mattered to Paul. 

• O, that we might learn from these people, learn why Paul points them out and commends them. 

• That we to whether male of female single or married my give ourselves fully to Jesus Christ. 

• That he might use us in any way he (our LORD) pleases. 

• Because that Matters. 

• Amen! 


