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Romans 15:7-12 (Week 106) 
11/08/2020 

Motivation for Welcoming 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
S1 - Introduction & Review 
 

• Let me begin by reading our passage for today… 

• We start where we ended last week in Romans 15:7 
 

S2 - Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  
For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in 
order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for his mercy.  
As it is written, “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.”  
And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”  
And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.”  
And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 
in him will the Gentiles hope.”  
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the 
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. (Romans 15:7-13) 
 

• Now I want you to notice that Romans 15:7 is the application 
S3 - Welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

• But what follows in verses 8-9 is not practical or applicable. 

• It is however rock solid Biblical Doctrine. 

• What we have in these verses are foundational doctrinal truths about Jesus Christ. 

• Specifically, how He works in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles. 

• And we’ll examine these truths shortly. 
 

• But what I want us to see from the beginning is the overall purpose of these verses. 

• In verse 7 Paul gives a command: Welcome one another. 

• And then he follows that command with doctrinal truths.  
 

• Think about that in context… 

• It seems that Paul believes being reminded of these truths about Christ will motivate us to be 
welcoming people… 

• To grow a welcoming community. 
 

• He already did this once before in Chapter 15. 

• Remember back to verse 2. 

S4 - Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. (Romans 15:2) 
 

• That’s the practical application. 
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• And then comes the doctrinal truth about Christ. 
 
S5 - For Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who 
reproached you fell on me.” (Romans 15:3) 
 

• Again, Paul’s reminder that Christ did not please himself but was reproached. 

• Is meant to inspire us not to please ourselves but to please others. 

• Do you see what this means?  

• It means that knowing doctrinal truth is relevant for the practical matters of life.  

• Paul is seeking to motivate a welcoming attitude of mutual love and acceptance in Rome and in 
Riverside. 

• and he does this by exposing his readers to key doctrinal truths about the Lord Jesus. 
 

• So, it seems Paul believes doctrinal truth, when taken to heart brings about change. 

• And that shouldn’t surprise us because if you remember in Romans 12:2 he wrote… 

S6 - Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, 
(Romans 12:2) 

• It is when we allow the truth of God’s word to enter our minds that we experience transformation. 

• That we are changed from those who are judgmental and despising to those who are loving and 
welcoming. 
 

• Now if you’re thinking well hearing doctrinal truth isn’t the best way for my mind to be renewed. 

• It isn’t how I’m motivated to change. 

• I much prefer a good story, an emotional testimony, or a poignant illustration. 

• That’s what inspires and changes me.  
 

• Well, I’m certainly not against those things, I try to use them when appropriate. 

• And God can and does use them to help communicate or solidify, the truth of His word. 
 

• But ultimately, it’s when the Holy Spirit renews our minds through the truth of the inspired word of 
God that we will experience real and lasting transformation… 

• A story may grab our attention but only the Spirit inspired word of God brings change. 
 

• So, as we come to doctrinal truths of Romans 15:8-13. 

• I want to pray; I want to ask God to use what he reveals in his word to renew our minds. 

• That by the power of His Spirit he will illuminate our minds and hearts… 

• And that these truths will bring about transformation in our lives. 

• Specifically, that we at Bridges church might become a more welcoming community. 
 

• PRAYER! 

• Now before we get to our passage, we need to do a short review.  

• This will help us see the point of these verses more clearly.  
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• From the beginning of chapter 14 Paul has been appealing to the Christians in Rome,  

• He calls both the strong and the weak, to pursue unity in the body of Christ. 

• And the central application throughout his appeal has been to welcome one another. 

• As we saw already, he summed it up with this clear exhortation found in Chapter 15:7 

S7 - Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
(Romans 15:7) 

• The strong and the weak are to welcome one other.  

• They’re to be hospitable, to live in harmony, to love and care for one another. 

• Which includes giving up rights for one another. 

• Not seeking to please yourself but instead seeking to please others. 

• So in the church, with open arms, we are to welcome one another into our lives. 
 

• Why? 

• Well verse 7 says, because Christ has welcomed you! 

• Christ opened his arms and died in your place… 

• Which means he welcomes those who trust in him into the family and kingdom of God. 

• So now, we can welcome one another because Christ welcomes us. 
 

• For what purpose, why did Christ welcome you and why do we welcome one another? 

• Verse 7 says. Christ welcomes and we welcome for the glory of God.  

• We who are strong and we who are weak welcome one another so that God is lifted up, 

• So that He is magnified,  

• So that God looks great, as he really is.  
 

• For it is when we (those who identify ourselves with God, with Christ) 

• When we are seen as people who are hospitable, who live in harmony. 

• Who love and care for one another, 

• Who go as far as giving up our rights and seek to please others. 

• When we do those things in the name of Christ, God is Glorified through our lives. 

• Jesus said something similar in John 13:35… 

S8 - By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another. 
(John 13:35) 

• When we love one another, when we welcome one another, people know we belong to Christ. 

• Our love points to Christ, it shows Christ in us and it brings glory to God. 

• “Look how those Christians love and accept and welcome one another.” 

• “They are different because their God is different.” 

• “Their God must be Great and Loving!”  

• So, following the example of Christ who welcomed you and for the Glory of God… 

• Paul (in Romans 15:7) says to us. (to the weak and the strong, to all Christians then and now)  

• Despite the differences you may have in non-essentials areas. 

• Like food and drink and days of worship. 

• Welcome one Another into your homes and into your lives. 
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• So that’s the application, and that brings us to the doctrine,  

• But before we dive into the doctrine I want us first to see 

1. S9 – The Extent of the Division 
 

• Before you can fix any problem, you need to first understand its extent. 

• We’ve seen the division between the weak and the strong in the church in Rome. 

• But beginning in verse 8, I believe Paul tells us more about the extent of this division.  
 
S10 - For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's 
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy… (Romans 15:8-9)  
 

• As we know, prior to verse 8, Paul has been referring to the weak and the strong. 

• But now Paul switches to Jews the Gentiles. 

• And he doesn’t specifically mention any division between these groups but it is implied.  

• Because Paul is more than likely still talking about the same people, 

• But now he is revealing specifically who they are. 
 

• Remember we said that the weak seem to be those who are into keeping at least some of the OT 
ceremonial law regarding food and drink and when to worship are most likely Jews. 

• And the strong who seem to have a better grasp on the freedom they have in the gospel and who 
are not tied to the OT Law are most likely Gentiles. 
 

• And it seems Paul wants to show that the divisions in the church are not just differences of 
opinion. 

• But they run deeper. 

• They probably are being intensified by the differences between the Jews and Gentiles. 

• Which means there is probably some ethnic tension behind this weak and strong matter.  
 

• These Jews and Gentiles in the Church in Rome were all believers, followers of Christ. 

• But they had very different backgrounds. 

• They were (in general) different kinds of people. 

• They were different ethnically (different skin tones)  

• They were different culturally (The Jewish Culture vs the Roman Greek Cultures) 

• And they were extremely different in their religious backgrounds. 
 

• The Jewish Christians had followed the Jewish religion.  

• They sought to obey OT Law, they came from a background that was highly conservative, moral 
and strict. 
 

• Whereas the Gentile Christians had followed Pagan Religions.   

• Which gave them a lot of freedom to worship whatever gods they chose  

• They came from a background that was very liberal and morally loose.   
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• And so, when Paul, in verse 7, writes… 

S11 -  Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
(Romans 15:7) 

• He’s not just giving a general command that Christians are to welcome each other, 

• Yes, that is true… 

• But in context he’s saying that the Jews are to welcome the Gentiles  

• and the Gentiles are to welcome the Jews. 
  

• That your ethnicity or culture or religious background or anything else should keep you from 
fellowship. 

• From being one in Christ. 
 

• And this should say something to us as well. 

• We in the church are to be welcoming to all. 

• We are to welcome each other across ethnic, racial and cultural lines.  

• We are to welcome each other even if we have very different religious, social, economic 
backgrounds. 

• As Paul wrote to the church in Galatia… 

S12 - For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:27-28) 

• In Christ we are not to continue to separate ourselves from one another based on our former or 
even continuing differences. 
 

• So, I would encourage you as I encourage myself that we must broaden the range of our 
welcoming.  

• We should be welcoming to all, whether they are like us or not. 

• Whether they have same color skin, the same level of education, the same socio-economic class, 

• Or dare I say, we are to welcome even those who have a different political view from our own.   
 

• We, as those who are in Christ, are to cross these divisions that our world holds so dear.  

• And for the glory of God, we are to get into each other’s lives.  

• We are to be a welcoming people. 
 

• So, we have seen the problem, the extent of the division in Rome. 

• But now let’s look not at the solution, we have already seen that. 

• The solution is despite our differences we are to welcome one another. 
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• But apparently, Paul thinks we are not sufficiently motivated. 

• So, as he has done before he provides some doctrinal truth for motivation… 

• And this great truth comes from…  

2. S13 - The Example of Christ 

• Let’s back up and look again to Romans 15:7 

Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For  
 

• As we’ve said verse 7 is the practical application to all that Paul is putting forward in this section. 

• Paul is seeking to promote unity in the church. 

• Which is an extremely practical matter, right. 
 

• He’s told us that this practical matter of unity in the church comes when we follow the example of 
Christ and is ultimately for the glory of God. 

• And then he begins verse 8 with the word FOR (Greek gar) which is a primary participle 
assigning reason. 

 

• This is crucial, it means that what follows is the reason for what came before. 

• Verses 8 and following is the reason (or the motivation) for verse 7. 

• It is the motivation for welcoming one another for the of God glory. 

• And as he did in the preceding verses, Paul points to Christ as the great example. 
 

• He sets forth biblical truth about Christ that his readers are familiar with. 

• Truth he has covered in Romans 1-11 and truth that can be found in other parts of the New 
Testament. 
 

• So let’s look at these truths which center on Christ. 

• Verse 8 begins… 

S14 - For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised… (Romans 15:8) 

• We know this, God sent his Son into the world as Jew.  

• Paul puts it this way in Galatians 4:4-5. 

S15 - But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law… (Galatians 4:4-5) 

• But more than that, Jesus not only came as a Jew, but he came to serve the Jews. 

• Again, we know this because Jesus said in Mark 10:45, 

S16 - …the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many. (Mark 10:45)  

• Jesus not only tells us that he came to serve but he tells the way he served. 

• Christ served the Jews by paying a ransom for their sins so that they could be saved from the 
wrath of God.  
 



7 

• Paul then adds the fact that when Christ did that, when he served the Jews,  

• When he died in their place, He showed forth God’s truthfulness. 

• That’s what we find in the second half of verse 8. 

S17 - For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's 
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, (Romans 15:8) 

• God had promised the patriarchs, the Fathers of the Jewish People. 

• Abraham Isaac and Jacob. 

• He had promised them many things… 

• And the heart of those promises (I believe) is found in Genesis 12:3. 

S18 - I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed. (Genesis 12:3) 

• God promised to bless the Jews and that through them all the families of the earth would be 
blessed. 

• And Christ became a servant to the Jews to show the truthfulness of this (and other) promises. 
 

• He confirms the promises given to the patriarchs by fulfilling those promises. 

• It’s through Christ that all the families of the earth shall be bless. 

• And Paul confirms this in 2 Corinthians 1:20, writing of Christ, he says… 

S19 - For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we 
utter our Amen to God for his glory. (2 Corinthians 1:20) 

• In the OT, everything promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and Others is fulfilled in Christ.  

• And is through Christ’s fulfilment of God’s promises that God is glorified. 

• We see the same thing here in Romans. 

• Christ came as a Jew to serve, showing God’s truthfulness by confirming the promises God gave 
the patriarchs. 
 

• Why? 

• Well in the beginning of verse 9 Paul says… 

S20 - …in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. (Romans 15:9) 

• So, in His act of serving the Jews by giving his life as a ransom for their sins… 

• Jesus confirmed the truthfulness of the promises God made to the Patriarchs… 

• Promises that were not only for the Jews but also for the Gentiles. 

• For example, Genesis 12:3 - in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed  
 

• Therefore, the Gentiles (who are beneficiaries of the promises given to the Patriarchs) can should 
and must Glorify God for His Mercy. 

  



8 

• Here’s the way Paul put it in Galatians 3:28-29, 

S21 - There is neither Jew nor Greek…for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are 
Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise. (Galatians 3:28-29) 

• When we Gentiles put our faith in Christ, the servant of the Jews, the Jewish Messiah,  

• we become offspring of Abraham and heirs of all the promises.  
 

• And just to be clear, we can’t take the credit for any of this… 

• It is all because of the mercy of God. 

• Therefore, AGAIN our response is to Glorify God for His mercy. 
 

• So that’s the explanation of the theological truths found in Romans 15:8-9. 

• The explanation of Christ’s Service to the Jews and it’s result among the Gentiles. 
 

• And you might ask, what does this have to do with welcoming one another. 

• How does this motivate us to be a welcoming people? 

• Well, there are at least two thing I’d like to point out… 
 

• The First has to do with what Christ did… 

• In these verses Paul is giving us an example to follow. 

• Christ became a servant. 

• He set an example of how we should serve each other,  
 

• and as his disciples we love to be like Christ.  

• And so, we are inspired to do what Christ did. 

• That is to become servants to one another. 
 

• Which means giving up our rights, seeking to please others, by welcoming each other. 

• So that motivation to welcoming is based on what Christ did, His example of serving. 
 

• But there is a second reason to be welcoming that Paul gives. 

• And that is based on the result of what Christ did. 

• Notice Paul’s argument. 

• In verse 7 he said… 

S22 - Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

• And then he ties verse 7 to verse 8 and following with the word For 

• And with something else… 

• Verse 7 says, we are to welcome one another for the glory of God. 

S23 - And verses 8 and 9 say For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to 
show God's truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs,  
Promises that included the Gentiles. 

• and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.  
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• So, what ties these verses together? 

• Both result in the Glory of God. 

• Paul is saying welcome one another for the glory of God…  

• because Christ came and served and died for the glory of God. 
 

• Look at all Christ did for the weak and the strong, the Jews and Gentiles. 

• And he did it for the Glory of God, to Make God look Great. 
 

• Now you weak and strong, Jews and Gentiles,  

• God is not asking you to be a sacrificial offering for his glory. 

• Christ has already done that. 
 

• But what God is asking you to do for his glory Is, in obedience to Him, pursue unity in the church. 

• Give up your rights to unimportant non-essentials to preserve unity in the church. 

• Stop pleasing yourself and seek please others for unit and God’s Glory. 
 

• Bottom-Line Christ died for and welcomes both Jews and Gentile for the Glory of God,  

• the least you can do is welcome one another for the Glory of God. 

• Amen… 
 

• So the example of Christ provides us with motivation and inspiration to welcome one another. 

• And then Paul gives us further motivation for welcoming… 

• He reminds us of… 

3. S24 - The Essence of God’s Plan 

• We’ve already seen that by his service Jesus Christ, the Messiah of Israel, came not to be served 
but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for both Jews and Gentiles.  

• But what we haven’t mentioned is in so doing He created a new people. 

• And that this New people was and is the essence (the heart of) God’s Plan. 
 

• We saw this in Romans 9, speaking of those that God has called to receive mercy he writes… 

S25 - even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles? As 
indeed he says in Hosea, “Those who were not my people I will call ‘my people,’ and her who 
was not beloved I will call ‘beloved.’” (Romans 9:24-25) 

• There was a time when, for the most part, only the Jews were God’s people. 

• But that time has ended, and now God calls both Jews and Gentiles, all who trust in him 

• My people my beloved… 
 

• And this was all made possible by Christ and it was all done for the glory of God. 

• And it has always been at the heart of God’s Glorious Plan. 

• The essence of God’s plan, his purpose has always been to create a people made up of both Jew 
and Gentile that would Glorify Him. 
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• That’s what we see as Paul gives us four OT quotation in verses 9-12 of Romans 15. 

• There is a progression here. 

• First in verse 9, quoting Psalm 18:49, we read… 

S26 - As it is written, “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” 
(Romans 15:9) 

• David says that he will praise the Lord among the Gentiles. 

• That word Gentiles is the Greek ethnos, the peoples (all peoples).  

• God’s plan has always been for his name to be praised by all peoples. 
 

• First by the Jews – The physical descendants of Abraham. 

• And then to graft in (Romans 11) the Gentiles (all other peoples) the spiritual descendants of 
Abraham (Romans 4) 

• So, first praises of God will go forth to the Gentiles. 
 

• Then, quoting Deuteronomy 32:43, in verse 10 Paul writes… 

S27 - And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” (Romans 15:10) 

• So praises go forth to the Gentiles and then they are to be invited in to praise “with his people”… 

• Why? 

• So that, all peoples, Jews and Gentiles will praise/Glorify the Lord 

• That’s what we see in verse 11, quoting Psalm 117:1 

S28 - And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” (Romans 
15:11)  

• In his progression Paul is now at the point where all the people, Jews and Gentiles are praising, 
glorifying the LORD! 

• And all this will be accomplished by “the Root of Jesse” 

• Quoting Isaiah 11:10, In verse 12 Paul writes… 

S29 - And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the 
Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” (Romans 15:12) 

• Jesse was King David’s Father,  

• And the Root of Jesse refers to the great Ruler to come from the line of David, 

• That’s the same person who God promised would come through Abraham. 

• The Root of Jesse is the one who would be a blessing to all the families of the earth. 

• Any guesses who that is… Jesus Christ. 
 

• Jesus will come, he has come, to rule the Gentiles, to welcome Gentiles into His Kingdom. 

• And as the Gentiles (the peoples the nations) come under his rule they find their “hope in him”. 
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• So, Paul has given us these four quotations from the OT that show God’s plan has always been. 

• Through Christ, to welcome the Gentiles (all peoples) into His Glorious Kingdom. 
 

• And I believe Paul’s purpose in sharing these verses (this OT doctrinal truth) is twofold… 

• Let me mention the second purpose first… IT IS A MISSIONS/EXTERNAL PURPOSE. 

• By quoting these verses he is setting up what he will share going forward. 

• That is, his ministry to the Gentiles. 
 

• These are missions’ verses. 

• Paul wants the church in Rome and Riverside to see that God is calling to himself those from all 
peoples everywhere. 

• And Paul will use this as a springboard to talk about his mission to reach the Gentiles. 

• To go where the name of Christ has not been proclaimed. 

• More on that purpose in weeks to come. 
 

• But the first purpose for quoting these verses is a CHURCH/INTERNAL PURPOSE… 

• He is using them to reinforce what he has been saying. 

• They are to motivate the church to be a welcoming community. 

• Yes to welcome others into their community (Missions) but first to welcome one another. 

• Because from the beginning the essence of God’s plan has always been to welcome all peoples 
into His Kingdom. 
 

• That all who trust in Christ from every nation, every people would then come under his rule, 
become part of His glorious Kingdom. 

• And if that is and was and ever will be God’s plan. 

• How can we in the church continue to be divided on non-essentials, on ethnic, racial and other 
lines. 

• How can you and I (in the church) do anything less that welcome one another into our lives. 

• Therefore, as the Christians whether we are Jew or Gentile,  

• weak or strong,  

• rich or poor, and so on 

• We are to meet together to praise the Root of Jesse, Christ Jesus, 

• It is Christ who unites us.  
 

• And it is Christ who gives us Hope. 

• We will look at this Hope in verse 13 next week. 

• But let me conclude our time with this prayer from the apostle Paul.  

S30 - May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of 
the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. (Romans 15:13) 
 

• And I would add… 

• May the God who gives us HOPE, 

• The God whose plan from the beginning was THROUGH CHRIST to reconcile people from every 
tongue, tribe, language and nation to himself and for His glory. 

• May that God motivate and inspire us to follow the example of Christ, and for His Glory empower 
us to be a welcoming community. AMEN! 


