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Romans 15:20-33 (Week 108) 
01/10/2020 

Paul’s Heart (Part III) 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
S1 - Introduction & Review 
 

• I want to begin by thanking Sean for preaching last week! 

• Through the word he preached from Psalm 93 I grew in my ability trust that the LORD (Yaweh) 
Reigns at all times, in all places, in all circumstances. 
 

• I found this word from God extremely helpful as we continue to face difficult circumstances in our 
country and world. 

• To know with certainty that in the midst of the metaphorical floods of political unrest, financial 
difficulty, disease and even death) that God is always on the throne, 

• That Yaweh’s plans and purposes will never be thwarted, 

• That His power is by far greater than anything or anyone,  

• Which means that we (his people), can rest in him when all around us is in a state of unrest. 

• Again, Sean thanks for those words of truth that we all continually need to hear and believe. 

• Amen! 
 

• Alright, so after a 6-week break for Christmas and for Sean’s message last week… 

• Today we return to our study of Romans. 

• And if you have a Bible, would you turn with me to Romans Chapter 15. 

• Let me set the stage with a brief review of what we have seen so far in this chapter. 
 

• Paul began chapter 15, by concluding his argument and instructions regarding the need for unity 
in the church (the need to welcome one another). 

• The need to love and care for all who are part of the Body of Christ, 

• (whether weak or strong, Jew or Gentile) 

• In Romans 15:7 speaking to all parties He writes… 
 
S2 - Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
(Romans 15:7) 
 

• Unity welcoming one another is based on the fact that Christ has welcomed you. 

• And when you welcome others as Christ has welcomed you then God is glorified! 
 

• Paul then (in verses 8-13) emphasizing that through Christ,  

• God’s mercy has been given to both Jews and Gentiles. 

• That God welcomes all peoples and therefore in His church we to must welcome one another. 

• The weak must welcome the strong, the Jews must welcome the Gentiles and visa versa. 
 

• So as part of Paul’s argument to welcome one another,  

• He makes the point that it has always been God’s plan to welcome Gentiles into his Kingdom. 
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• And then beginning in verse 14, Paul uses this as a jumping off point to get personal, 

• He writes about how God is using him to bring Gentiles into His Kingdom. 

• And as Paul writes about himself… we are given significant insight into His Heart. 

• Into who he is and why he does what he does. 
 

• And this is not just a biographical study of some historical figure. 

• Understanding Paul’s Heart is applicable to us because the NT tells us to follow Paul’s example. 

• Most notably 1 Corinthians 11:1 where Paul himself writes…  
 

S3 - Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. (1 Corinthians 11:1) 
 

• So, the fact that we are to be imitators of Paul, means that there is great value in examining who 
he is, what he does, what motivates him… 

• In short to be imitators of Paul as he imitates Christ… 

• We need to examine his heart. 
 

• And in Romans 15 we’ve already seen some important aspects of Paul’s heart that we’re to 
imitate.  

• In Part one of this series of messages we saw three things  

• First we saw.. 
 
S4 – 1.  Paul’s Pastoral Heart 
 

• In verses 14-15, we got a glimpse of his love and care for the Roman Christians. 

• He encourages them, that they are full of goodness and knowledge. 

• And that they are able to instruct one another. 
 

• But he also humbly and boldly reminds then that, as an apostle,  

• he has authority from God and therefore they must obey his teaching. 
 

• And all of this speaks to Paul’s pastoral heart. 

• He loved, cared for, sought to encourage, and instruct and correct his brothers and sisters in 
Christ. 

• You could call him “The Pastor (the Shepherd) of the Early Church” 
 

• Then Second, we saw 
 
S5 – 2.  Paul’s Priestly Heart 
 

• In verse 16 Paul reveals that he saw himself as a worshipping minister of Jesus Christ. 

• That he was a priest before God, 

• That his work of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles was a priestly duty. 

• And those who were converted became an acceptable offering before the Lord.  

• Paul saw himself as a priest and he saw his work as worship unto the Lord. 
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• Then third we saw… 
 

S6 – 3.  Paul’s Praising Heart 
 

• In verses 17-19 Paul does some boasting. 

• But not in himself, 

• He lists several accomplishments, but he doesn’t take the credit. 

• He praises and glorifies God for all God has accomplished through him. 

• Verse 18 makes this clear… 
 
S7 - For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through 
me… (Romans 15:18) 
 

• Paul knew that he belonged to the Lord,  

• Therefore, his purpose in life was to Praise Honor and Glorify Him. 
 

• Then in Part two of this series focused on one aspect of Paul’s Heart… 

• The fourth aspect we looked at was… 
 
S8 –  4.  Paul’s Missionary Heart… 
 

• Paul had a heart to obey Jesus’ command and… 
 

S9 - Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you… (Matthew 28:19-20) 
 

• And so, in Romans 15:20 Paul expresses his heart’s desire this way… 
 
S10 - and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been 
named, lest I build on someone else's foundation, (Romans 15:20) 
 

• Paul had a clear missionary ambition, 

• A heart to proclaim the gospel to those who had never heard. 

• A heart to see men and women come to Christ that they too might Glorify God as he deserved. 
 

• So that’s a review of what we have seen so far… 

• And in all these things,  

• In Paul’s pastoral, priestly, praising, and missionary heart we are called to be imitators of him.  
 

• And there is more… 

• In verse 25 to verse 33 of romans 15 I want us to see three more aspects of Paul’s heart, 

• Three more ways we should strive to imitate Paul as he imitates Christ. 
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• So, let me begin by reading these verses… 

• Paul has just written that he is hoping to come to Rome… 

• Then he continues… 
 
S11-S12 - At present, however, I am going to Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints. For 
Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some contribution for the poor among the 
saints at Jerusalem. For they were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the 
Gentiles have come to share in their spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of service to 
them in material blessings. When therefore I have completed this and have delivered to them 
what has been collected, I will leave for Spain by way of you. I know that when I come to you I 
will come in the fullness of the blessing of Christ. I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus 
Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God on my 
behalf, that I may be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea, and that my service for 
Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, so that by God's will I may come to you with joy 
and be refreshed in your company. May the God of peace be with you all. Amen. (Romans 
15:25-33) 
 

• Paul Missionary heart is driving Him to Spain, to preach where the gospel is unknown. 

• But he has other obligations to fulfil. 

• Other aspects of His heart that he must tend to first. 

• And this reveals to us… 
 
S13 – 5.  Paul’s Compassionate Heart 
 

• Paul’s heart to proclaim the gospel where the name of Christ is unknown, certainly reveals his 
compassion for the lost. 

• But beginning in verse 25, we see that Paul also had great compassion for believers. 

• Specifically, believers in need. He writes… 
 
S14 - At present, however,  
 

• Yes, I want to come to you in Rome and then go to Spain, However 
 
I am going to Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints. (Romans 15:25) 
 

• The saints, the Christians, in Jerusalem were experiencing difficulty. 

• Paul doesn’t say why they needed aid. 

• It may have been caused partly by the ‘severe famine’ which Agabus predicted in Acts 11:27.  
 

• But no matter the reason Paul believes that he must bring them aid. 

• Aid which he has collected from churches in other areas. 

• In verse 26 he writes… 
 
S15 - For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some contribution for the poor 
among the saints at Jerusalem. (Romans 15:26) 
 

• Macedonia and Achaia were provinces, located in Northern and Southern Greece, respectively.  

• Paul had planted churches in these regions in his earlier missionary journeys. 

• Including the church in Corinth, Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea. 
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• And the believer in these churches were pleased to make some contribution for the poor among 
the saints at Jerusalem. 
 

• The word contribution here is interesting. 

• It’s the Greek word koinonia which if often translated fellowship. 
 

• Here it means to have a ‘common share’ in contributing to Paul’s collection.  

• A common share in meeting the needs of the saints in Jerusalem. 

• So, we not only see Paul’s heart of compassion for those in need. 

• But that heart is demonstrated by the early church as well. 
 

• And notice one more thing, these are all Gentile churches contributing to the Jewish saints in 
Jerusalem. 

• Paul points that out in verse 27… 
 
S16 - For they were pleased to do it, (Romans 15:27) 
 

• Paul repeats the fact that the believers in Greece were pleased to give to the saints in Jerusalem. 

• They were pleased to compassionately give to the physical needs of their Jewish brothers and 
sisters in Christ. 

• It seems by calling the mainly Gentile churches of Greece to Give the mainly Jewish church of 
Jerusalem, Paul continues to promote the idea of unity in the body of Christ. 

• That we are all one Body under the Headship of Jesus Christ. 

• And we are not only to welcome one another but to compassionately care for one another. 
 

• But there is another aspect to their giving. 

• Paul gets theological here as he says… 
 
S17 - …and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have come to share in their spiritual 
blessings, they ought also to be of service to them in material blessings. (Romans 15:27) 
 

• There is justification for this Gentile giving, for their compassion. 

• The Gentile Christians in Greece owe a debt to their Jewish brothers. 

• Because as Paul has already explained in Romans 11…Gentiles have inherited from the Jews 
enormous blessings.  

• As John Stott writes in his commentary on this passage… 
 

S18 - In themselves [Gentiles] are nothing but a wild olive shoot. But having been grafted into 
God’s ancient olive tree, they ‘now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root’ (Romans 
11:17). It is right therefore for Gentiles to acknowledge what they owe to the Jews. When we 
Gentiles are thinking of the great blessings of salvation, we are hugely in debt to the Jews, 
and always will be. (John Stott) 
 

• So, Paul sees the compassionate aid from the Gentile churches as a humble, material, symbolic 
demonstration of their indebtedness to their Jewish brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 

• Now the fact that the Gentiles owed something to the Jews does not negate Paul’s or their 
compassion. 

• It just provides a motivating factor. 
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• And as we seek to share Paul’s heart of compassion for those in need, especially in the body of 
Christ, we to have motivating factors. 

• Certainly, we are to be motivated by our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

• Certainly, we are to be motivated by the great blessings we have received from God. 

• To whom much is given much is required. 
 

• But maybe the greatest motivating factor for compassion for others in found in Hebrews 13:16 
where the author writes. 

 
S19 - Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 
God. (Hebrews 13:16) 
 

• Doing good to others, sharing what you have with those in need, demonstrating compassion is 
pleasing to God. 

• I don’t know about you but I find that extremely motivating. 

• In my life, there are so many times that I have not pleased God, times when I have chosen to 
follow my own desires. 

• And so If there is something I can do, not to earn God’s favor, but just to please him that that is 
something I want to do and I hope you want to do as well. 
 

• So I would encourage you follow Paul’s example as he followed the example of Christ and had 
compassion on those in need and in so doing Please God! 

• We’ve seen Paul’s Compassionate heart, 

• Now let’s look at… 
 
S20 – 6.  Paul’s Visionary Heart 
 

• Paul dreamed big dreams; he had a vision for what God would accomplish through Him.  

• God had given Paul a mission, he was to be the Apostle, the Missionary to the Gentiles. 

• And from this calling came Paul’s Vision. 

• We saw this when we looked at his Missionary Heart… 

• In verses 20 and 21 of Chapter 11 he writes. 
 
S21 - and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been 
named, lest I build on someone else's foundation, but as it is written, “Those who have never 
been told of him will see, and those who have never heard will understand.” (Romans 15:20-
21) 
 

• This vision to reach the unreached is what caused him to write the letter to the church in Rome. 

• He wanted them to help send him to preach in Spain. 

• In verse 22 he writes… 
 
S22 - This (my mission to the unreached) is the reason why I have so often been hindered from 
coming to you. But now, since I no longer have any room for work in these regions, and since 
I have longed for many years to come to you, I hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain, 
and to be helped on my journey there by you, once I have enjoyed your company for a while. 
(Romans 15:22-24) 
 

• So, a Visionary Heart was fundamental to the mission Paul was given by God. 
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• However, when we get to verse 25, we see how Paul’s vision relates to real life.  

• Let me summarize it this way… 

• If Paul had done as he wanted, he would have immediately set sail for Rome.  

• However, as we saw, he first had to complete the important business of taking an offering to the 
poor in Jerusalem which he had collected from the Gentile churches.  
 

• This was a detour from his main vision. 

• And he plans to return to the main road soon. 

• In verse 28 he writes… 
 
S23 - When therefore I have completed this and have delivered to them what has been 
collected, I will leave for Spain by way of you. (Romans 15:28) 
 

• This is Paul’s Plan to accomplish his vision. 

• However, the Book of Acts tells us that things did not go as planned.  

• Paul did deliver the offering with great success,  

• but he was almost killed by an unruly mob and escaped by night with Caesar's soldiers.  

• Then he underwent shipwreck and deprivation before arriving in chains in Rome.  
 

• As to his vision to go to Spain, we really cannot say for sure whether he ever got there.  

• Modern scholarship inclines to say that he did not, though church tradition says he did. 

• The Bible doesn’t say. 
 

• But whether Paul made it to Spain or not doesn’t really matter. 

• Understand that a Vision is not a Promise. 

• If God promises then we can be assured in the outcome. 

• But not so with a vision. 

• A vision from God is meant to set us on a certain path. 

• But it does not guarantee a certain outcome. 
 

• It seems to me that from God perspective, the value of a God given vision is not whether we 
achieve it or not,  

• but in setting out and seeking to achieve it.  

• This has been a great lesson for me personally as a Pastor. 

• God gave me a vision to (in his power) proclaim the truth of his word to see men and women 
converted and growing in maturity in their Love and relationship with Jesus Christ.  

• And to be honest, from my perspective I haven’t fulfilled that vision. 
 

• But what I’ve come to understand is that God is not as interested in whether we reach our 
destination as in how we try to get there. 

• To us arrival is everything, but to God the journey is most important,  

• for it is in the journey that we are perfected, 
  

• and it is in hardships that He is glorified as we trust him.  

• So, I thank God for the vision he gave me and for the fact that it hasn’t panned out exactly as I 
saw it in my mind. 

• Because his ways are great, higher than my ways. 

• He reigns and I trust that he is doing immeasurably more than I know or understand in my life and 
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in the life of others… 
 

• As Pastor Kent Hughes writes… 
 

S24 - It is of greatest importance that we have hearts with dreams, great visions of what God 
can do with us.  We need our "castles in the sky" - our Spains. We need to see "spires away 
on the world's rim," to dream of victories and accomplishments for God. (Kent Hughes) 
 

• Not all of us will meet our visions end,  

• but that is all right because God is more interested in the process than the prize, in the journey 
than the road's end. 
 

• May we learn to travel as Paul did.  

• Someday we will stand before God and will possibly say,  

• "God, this is the vision you gave me.  

• I did not make it.  

• I'm sorry." 
 

• And he will say, "Yes, but that was in my hands.  

• You were a magnificent traveler.  

• Enter the joy that I have prepared for you before the foundation of the world!" 

• Paul then concludes this section on a remarkably positive note:  
 
S25 - I know that when I come to you I will come in the fullness of the blessing of Christ. 
(Romans 15:29) 
 

• Such optimism!  

• Paul was sure he would come to Rome in blessing.  

• Little did he know his arrival would be in chains, 

• At the time of writing this Paul didn’t see himself coming to Rome in Chains but that did not negate 
his vision. 

• Even in Chains he came in the fullness of the blessing of Christ. 
 

• So if God gives you a vision (and I pray he will) pursue it with all your heart. 

• But don’t be discouraged by the outcome, that is in His hands. 

• Just enjoy (rejoice in) the journey as you seek to follow the direction he gives… 

• Like Paul we must have a Visionary Heart. 

• And finally let’s look at… 
 
S26 – 7.  Paul’s Praying Heart 
 

• Paul had a great heart for Prayer. 

• He believed in the power of prayer.  

• Or should I say he believed in the Power the God to whom he prayed. 
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• And he calls the church in Rome to share his beliefs about prayer. 

• In verses 30-33 he writes… 
 

S27 - I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive 
together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf, (Romans 15:30) 
 

• Paul appeals to his brothers in Rome. 

• We share the same Lord who is Jesus Christ. 

• And we have the same love given to us by the Spirit of God. 
 

• So, would you please strive together with me in prayer. 

• Paul saw prayer as a powerful instrument in accomplishing the work of God. 

• And he also saw it as a struggle that the church enters into together. 

• I have often heard and even said myself that prayer is a difficult thing. 

• Sometimes it’s hard to concentrate, sometimes it is difficult to know what to pray. 

• And Paul acknowledges that prayer is not easy. 

• And yet he calls for Prayer. 

• Prayer may not be easy, but it is effective. 

• And so he asks that the brother in Rome pray.. 
 
S28 - that I may be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem 
may be acceptable to the saints, so that by God's will I may come to you with joy and be 
refreshed in your company. May the God of peace be with you all. Amen. (Romans 15:30-33) 
 

• Paul asked prayer for two things: 

• These are Paul’s prayer requests.  

• First, "that he may be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea"  

• and, second that his service in Jerusalem "may be acceptable."  

• Paul is asking them to pray for his ministry, for protection as he goes to Jerusalem. 

• And that his service, what he does their with the gift and other things might be acceptable. 

• Acceptable to God, used by God. 

• He is praying that God use Him for His purposes in Jerusalem. 
 

• And according to the book of acts his prayers were answered. 

• Acts 21:17-20 records his offering's joyous reception and the resulting solidarity of the churches.  

• In addition, Paul was granted a spectacular deliverance that could only be attributed to God, as 
Acts 21 - 23 makes so clear.  
 

• So the prayers of the Roman church brought great power to bear in Paul's life!  

• Paul had called them "to join him in my struggle" in prayer - literally "to agonize together with me" - 
and that is what they did. 
 

• To those who share Paul’s Heart for Prayer, the request, "Brother, pray for me," is not a cliché,  

• and neither is the response, "I will pray for you."  

• Paul’s heart demonstrated his belief in prayer. 
 

• What about you and me. 

• Do you have a heart for prayer? 

• When you are facing difficulty as Paul was. 
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• Is it your practice to call your brothers and sisters to stive with you in prayer? 

• When you receive verbal or email prayer requests do you take them seriously. 

• Do you take the time to strive with your fellow believers in prayer? 
 

• I know for me this is sometimes difficult. 

• But when I think of Paul, when I seek to imitate him as he imitated Christ who prayed all the time. 

• John 17 just one big example. 

• This motivates me, it encourages me. 

• It grows my Heart for Prayer. 
 

• So today we’ve seen Paul’s Compassionate, Visionary, Praying Heart. 
 

• And maybe one of these traits of Paul stood out to you. 

• Maybe you need to exercise more compassion for those in need around you. 

• Maybe you need to take specific steps to help a brother or sister in need. 

• Even if it doesn’t fit in your vision, your plans. 

• For this is pleasing to God. 
 

• Or maybe you have gotten away from the vision God has given you. 

• Or you need to seek him for a vision. 

• In either case remember it is not the arrival that matters it is the journey. 

• Remember and return to seeking to accomplish the vision God has given you. 
 

• Or maybe you need to do some striving in prayer. 

• Praying for your nation, your church, your friends, your family, yourself. 

• Praying that God’s will will be done in these an all areas of life. 
 

• So I want to encourage us today and in the coming weeks to pick at least one aspect of Paul’s 
heart we have seen today and seek to develop (to grow) that part of your heart. 

 

• Prayer… 
 

 


