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Romans 15:14-19 (Week 107) 
11/15/2020 

Paul’s Heart (Part I) 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
S1 - Introduction & Review 
 

• Today, as we come to this phenomenal letter written to the church in Rome. 

• We will not only be talking about what was written, but also about the man God used to write it. 
 

• And there’s a line in the song we just sang that I believe this man would shout with all his heart. 

• He would have probably shouted the whole song, but one line stands out to me. 

• “But you intervened. Yes you intervened. Took ahold of me, redefined my destiny” 

• Some 2,000 years ago, on the road to Damascus, Jesus Christ powerfully intervened in the life of 
the Apostle Paul. 

• God literally took ahold of him; he changed his heart and forever changed his destiny. 

• We will talk about that this morning. 
 

• But here is the deal, here’s the thing I want us to understand as we come to God’s word today. 

• That is, God has and will continue to intervene in our lives. 

• If you’ve trusted in Christ, then God has taken a hold of you. 

• He’s changing your heart, and He desires to redefine your destiny. 

• Not just your eternal destiny but your destiny here on earth. 

• The only question is, will you (Like Paul) submit to His redefinition of who you are and what you 
do. 
 

• So, would you pray with me as we begin,  

• Father God use your word to transform our hearts. 

• Cause us to be people who welcome your intervention into our lives. 

• Cause us to be people who submit to the new destiny you have for us. 

• Do this for your Glory and Our Good, for it is in Christ’s Name we pray, AMEN! 
 

• Last week, in our journey through Romans, we looked at Chapter 15 verses 7-13. 

• In these verses Paul concludes his appeal for unity in the Church. 
 

• There were divisions between the weak and the strong, the Jews and the Gentiles. 

• And in His final argument for unity, specifically between Jews and Gentiles,  

• Paul shows that God’s plan of redemption has always included both Jews, 

• the physical descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

• And Gentiles (the ethnos) all ethnic groups, all peoples.   

• He does this by quoting 4 OT Passages… 
 

S2 - As it is written, “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.”  
And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”  
And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.”  
And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 
in him will the Gentiles hope.” (Romans 15:9-12) 
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• From the OT Scripture, Paul shows that God’s plan was and is to call forth a people from all 
nations, language’s tribes, and tongues. 

• He shows that, through the root of Jesse (Jesus Christ), God is creating a new people. 

• A people that will Praise the Lord, A People that will Extol (Exalt) the Lord. 

• A people that will Glorify God. 
 

• So, Paul’s argument is this, if God (for his glory) is creating a new people made up of both Jews 
and Gentiles. 

• If he is welcoming both Jew and Gentile into His family into His Kingdom. 

• Then all believers both weak and strong, Jews and Gentiles must welcome one another. 

• They must as Paul stated in verse 7. 
 
S3 - …welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. (Romans 15:7) 
 

• So, with His argument for unity (for welcoming one another) finished. 

• Paul then in verse 13 prays for his readers. 
 
S4 - May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of 
the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. (Romans 15:13) 
 

• This prayer, I believe marks the end of one section in Romans and the beginning of another. 

• In the preceding chapters, Paul has laid out the gospel he preaches. 

• And he concludes with the fact that the gospel includes God’s plan (through Jesus Christ) to 
create a new unified people of both Jews and Gentiles. 

 

• And finally, he prays for those who’ve heard this argument,  

• He prays that God will fill them with joy and peace and hope. 

• We might come back to this verse in a few weeks as we celebrate advent. 
 

• But once he has prayed, Paul gets very personal. 

• In Romans 15:14 he begins this new section with the words “I myself…”  

• He’s made clear God’s plan to include all peoples (Gentiles) in his Kingdom. 

• And now he will tell us how God has and is using “He Himself” to accomplish this plan. 
  

• And by examining what Paul shares about himself we are given insight into His Heart. 

• And what we will see is a heart, a life, an example worth emulating, worthy of following. 

• So, over the next several weeks, as our series in Romans draws to a conclusion… 

• Among other things, we’ll be looking at… 
 
S5 - The Apostle Paul: Our Example 

 

• But before we get to Romans 15 and see Paul’s Heart. 

• I want to remind us of who Paul was and why he’s an example we should follow. 
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• Just a brief history of Paul’s life…  

• He was born in the city of Tarsus, a metropolitan center, around 1 AD. 

• At birth he was given the name Saul after the first King of Israel  

• And like Saul, Paul was of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews. 

 

• His father was most likely a master tentmaker and passed this trade on to Paul. 

• He was also a Roman citizen so young Saul was also given the Greek name Paulus. 

 

• Paul, like his father before him, was a Pharisee,  

• and therefore, studied and adhered strictly to the law.  

 

• He became member of the Sanhedrin or ruling body of the Jewish people. 

• It was while he was a member of the Sanhedrin than we read of the incident in Acts 7 

• Where Paul stood by holding the coats of the men that stoned Stephen. 

• It seems that Paul / Saul was the lead persecutor of the early church. 

 

• But later, as Acts 9 records, with letters in hand that gave him power to arrest Christians, 

• Paul was confronted by Jesus Christ on the Road to Damascus, 

• where he was soundly converted. 

• God intervened in Paul’s life, God took ahold of him and redefined his destiny. 

 

• And Paul’s life changed drastically, from one who vehemently opposed to gospel. 

• To one who preached the gospel and planted Churches throughout much of the known world. 

• He also wrote almost half of the New Testament.   

• Including the Greatest Letter Every Written (His Letter to the Church in Rome) 

 

• In Paul’s life he spent time in the courts of Kings,  

• He debated philosophers and he suffered for his faith with beatings and imprisonment. 

• Church tradition says he was beheaded in Rome as part of Nero’s persecution of Christians. 

• So, Paul probably died as a martyr for the faith he preached so boldly. 
 

• D. L. Moody once said… 
 

S6 - The world has yet to see what God can do with a many fully consecrated to him. (D. L. 
Moody) 
 

• But, with all respect to D.L., I would disagree with that. 

• In the Apostle Paul, the New Testament reveals a man who was fully consecrated,  

• A man fully given over to His Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

• And the world saw and continues to see what God did with Him. 
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• Pastor Kent Hughes writes… 
 
S7,8 - Paul's life is cause for amazement and reflection. In the context of the times in which he 
lived, his situation appeared absurd. On one side there was Rome, metropolis of the world, 
heart of the Empire, insufferably proud on her seven hills, shaking the earth with the march of 
her fabled legions. On the other side was this little Jew, with scarred face and feeble body, 
ostensibly impotent amidst such power, armed only with something he called the "good 
news." Yet he changed the history of Rome, Western civilization, and indeed our own lives. 
(Kent Hughes) 
 

• Paul's heart has fascinated even secular minds.  

• Michael Borodin, the American Communist who discipled Ho Chi Minh, once was heard to say 
in a reflective moment,  

 
S9 - I used to read the New Testament. Again and again I read it. It is the most wonderful story 
ever told. That man Paul. He was a real revolutionary. I take my hat off to him. (Michael 
Borodin) 
 

• Obviously, there was something that set Paul apart from the rest.  

• Something that caused him to be both hated and admired by so many in his own time and 
throughout history. 
 

• And for us to who believe. 

• Paul's heart and life are set forth in Scripture as a great example to follow. 

• Paul is given to us as one who was not perfect and yet one who was fully devoted to Christ. 

• In his book Paul the Leader, J.O. Sanders says this, 
 

S10,11 - In the Apostle Paul God has provided the example of a man like us … a man who 

knew failure as well as success; a man who cried in despair: ‘what a wretched man I am!  Who 

will rescue me from this body of death?’, and yet who exulted, ‘Thanks be to God—through 

Jesus Christ our Lord… In Christ we have the inspiration of the real Man who never failed, 

while in Paul we have the encouragement of a man who fell and rose again.  Christ, the perfect 

man reveals what the ideal is, Paul, a man defeated and finally victorious discloses what by 

the grace of God we may become. (J. O. Sanders) 

• And Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit, sets himself forth as an example for us to follow.  

• In Philippians 3:17 He writes…   
 
S12 - Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the 
example you have in us. (Philippians 3:17) 
 

• And in Phil 4:9  

S13 - What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, 
and the God of peace will be with you. (Philippians 4:9) 
 

• And finally, in 1 Corinthians 11:1 He writes… 
 
S14 - Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. (1 Corinthians 11:1) 
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• If you read the story of Paul’s conversion in Acts 9… 

• His encounter with Jesus Christ. 

• There can be no doubt that Paul was specifically chosen by God. 

• God reached down, he took ahold and intervened in the life of Saul of Tarsus. 

• He changed his destiny from one who opposed the gospel to one who would preach the gospel to 
the Gentiles. 
 

• And by the power of God’s Spirit Paul became, what most would agree, the greatest Christian,  

• the Greatest Missionary, the Greatest Theologian who has ever lived. 

• And God, in His word, calls us to be imitators of Paul. 
 

• Not because of his greatness but because he was an imitator of Christ. 

• Ultimately, it’s always Christ that we are to imitate, that we are to follow. 

• But in the Apostle Paul Christ has given us an imperfect man (like us) to look to and emulate.  
 

• And so, over the next several weeks that’s what I want us to do. 

• As Paul reveals himself, 

• As he reveals the purpose for writing this letter. 

• As he reveals his needs to the church in Rome. 

• We are given insight into his heart. 
 

• I want us to come away from our time together saying, I want to be like Paul. 

• I want to imitate Paul because he was an imitator of Christ. 

• I want a heart like Paul’s heart. 

• And that brings us to our text for today and the first thing I want us to see is… 
 
S15 - 1.  Paul’s Pastoral Heart  
 

• Paul was a great Pastor to the much of the early Church. 

• He loved the church; he loved the believers. 

• We’ve seen this throughout the book of Romans. 

• Most recently in his efforts to bring unity and reconciliation to the church in Rome. 
 

• And we see it in Paul’s other epistles. 

• Paul was an apostle, a missionary, a church planter. 

• But he didn’t just start churches and walk away. 

• He continued to care for them. 

• He appointed elders and pastors to lead these churches. 

• And he also continued to visit and write letters of encouragement, instruction, and correction. 
 

• And in Romans 15:14-15 we get a glimpse of Paul’s Pastoral Heart,  

• We see his encouragement, instruction, and correction of the church. 
  

• Remember he’s just spent a lot of time correcting the church for being divided. 

• So, he begins this new section with the positive, the encouragement. 
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• I know you are struggling with unity… But… 
 
S16 - I myself am satisfied about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, 
filled with all knowledge and able to instruct one another. (Romans 15:14) 
 

• Remember Paul didn’t plant the church in Rome, and he’d never visited them. 

• But he’s heard the reports from others. 

• And so, he says that he is satisfied or confident about the Roman Christians. 
 

• He says that they are full of goodness or virtue. 

• He knows that (in Christ) they want to do the right thing,  

• Which means he knows they will take his words to heart, especially with regards to unity. 
 

• And he also knows that they are filled with all knowledge. 

• That they have been instructed in the gospel both by others and by Paul’s letter. 

• And so, he encourages them to instruct one another. 

• Take what you have learned from others, for this letter you are reading and instruct one another. 
 

• That word instruct means to instruct, correct, warn, counsel 

• It is often used of warning against wrong conduct.  

• So, the Apostle Paul encourages ordinary Christians to give one another practical, real-life 
wisdom and counsel. 
 

• And that had to be encouraging right. 

• He is saying I trust you, I trust that God is working in you.  

• I trust you to work these truths and these practical matters out together. 

• Paul was certainly very clear on what it meant to be a Christian. 

• Both in belief and practice. 

• But he was not a High Control individual, he didn’t have to be the only teacher of truth. 

• He trusted God to work in every believer. 
 

• Because God has filled them with goodness and knowledge. 

• And therefore, they could instruct one another in the faith. 
 

• And we should apply this encouragement as well. 

• No matter who you are, if you are a Christian, God is at work in your life. 

• He is filling you (by His Spirit and through His word) with goodness and knowledge. 
 

• Therefore, you too can be involved in instructing others. 

• We see this so often in our small groups. 

• How God uses each person to bring instruction, correction, waring and counsel to the other 
members of the group. 

• Commercial Break: If you are not part of a small group you are missing out and others are 
missing out on you! 
 

• So, we see Paul’s Pastoral heart as he encourages the believers in their goodness, knowledge, 
and ability to instruct one another. 
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• But then we see the other (necessary) part of the Pastoral heart.  

• In verse 15 we read. 
 
S17 - But on some points I have written to you very boldly by way of reminder, because of the 
grace given me by God (Romans 15:15) 
 

• Here Paul’s Pastoral heart means he must remind them of his authority. 

• He must remind them that, yes they may instruct one another… 

• But what he’s written by way of correction (specifically regarding the issue of unity) must be 
obeyed. 
 

• Why? Because of the grace given me by God. 

• By God’s grace Paul was chosen to be the apostle to the Gentiles. 

• Notice Paul does not point to Himself as the source of his authority. 

• He doesn’t say he earned it, he said it’s by the Grace of God.  

• Side Note: this speaks to Paul’s Humble heart as well… Overarching theme in all his writings… 
 

• God gave Paul authority to bring instruction and correction to the church. 

• And so, he does in both boldness and humility. 
 

• Now because Paul was an apostle, he had a special calling and special authority as a Pastor in 
the early Church. 

• His words are not mere advice; they come with the authority of Jesus. 

• And therefore, must be obeyed. 
  

• Now our words (even those of Pastors) do not come with the authority of Jesus. 

• But all of us have the authoritative word of God. 

• So, it is from God’s word that we boldly and humbly exercise our Pastoral Hearts. 
 

• Whether you are a Pastor by title or someone who is seeking to encourage or correct (instruct) 
your brothers and sisters in Christ. 

• Seek to exercise your authority (your instruction) based on the Word of God.  

• That is where our authority (as Christians) flows from. 

• So be encouraged, emulate Paul’s Pastoral Heart, love, care for, encourage, instruct, correct one 
another from the authoritative word of God. 
 

• So first, we’ve seen a glimpse of His Pastoral heart… 

• Then second, we see… 
 
S18 - 2.  Paul’s Priestly Heart 
 

• Backing up to the second half of verse 15 we read… 
 
because of the grace given me by God to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in the 
priestly service of the gospel of God, so that the offering of the Gentiles may be acceptable, 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:15-16) 
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• Paul's heart sees its mission as entirely sacred.  

• In these verses He uses the imagery of a Hebrew priest ministering at the altar in the Temple. 

• The imagery here is very powerful because the word translated "minister" is the same root word 
from which we derive the word liturgy.  

• Which means a form or pattern of worship. 
 

• The word even sounds like it - lietourgon. (Lay-Tour-Gon) 

• Which means a minister and a worshipper.  

• Paul identifies himself as minister/worshipper of Christ Jesus. 
 

• This is most significant, because Paul could have used other words to describe himself.  

• For example, he could have used the common term doulos to indicate a slave of Jesus Christ,  

• or he could have used diakonos, which means "servant" of Jesus Christ.  
 

• But he chose lietourgon because he saw his work like that of a priest offering worship to God. 

• And he saw his priestly offering not as a lamb or a grain offering, but as Gentile converts.  
 

• Notice He says. that the offering of the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit. 

• Here we see just how Paul looked at himself.  
 

• Even though he’s involved in the difficult, mundane business of traveling from place to place on 
foot,  

• All the while suffering from exposure, threats, beatings, and rejection… 

• In his heart of hearts, he sees himself in priestly garb in the Temple.  
 

• He is a priest lifting up souls which then ascend as a sweet-smelling fragrance to Christ. 

• How Paul sees himself is important. 

• And how we see ourselves is important.  
 

• Because how we perceive ourselves greatly determines how we live our lives. 

• Psychologists are constantly reminding us of the importance of self-image. 

• And while having an over-blown self-image is not helpful. 

• Paul’s self-image was based in his calling from God.  
  

• Imagine, then, what this priestly self-image did for Him.  

• His missionary life was to him intensely sacred.  

• The most mundane daily occurrences were holy.  

• However badly he was treated by others, 

• He saw himself as a priest a minister a servant and worshipper of the Most High God. 
 

• Everything he did was to please God.  

• All of life was a liturgy, a form of worship. 
 

• If only we could see ourselves in the same way,  

• I believe our lives would be transformed. 

• Do you know that if you have trusted in Jesus Christ, you too are a priest of the most High God. 
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• Speaking to believers, the Apostle Peter writes… 
 
S19 - But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special 
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. (1 Peter 2:9) 
 

• And what that means is that like Paul we are to live to please God. 

• And we are to see our lives, our service as worship to God. 
 

• Cookies baked for a neighbor becomes an offering to God.  

• A child held and loved, an employee treated with dignity, is worship of God,  
  

• The gospel shared is a song in the courts of Heaven,  

• A Sunday school class well taught or a word of instruction in a small group is a sweet fragrance to 
God. 
  

• So, I pray that God would transform our hearts,  

• That he would give us, like the Apostle Paul priestly hearts. 

• That we too might see the beauty and worship of our service to the LORD. 

• That our self-image would be defined, not by what others or even we think about ourselves, 

• But by God’s word which says you are part of a royal priesthood. 

• AMEN! 
 

• So, we’ve seen Paul’s Pastoral and Priestly Hearts. 

• And flowing from both we see… 
 
S20 - 3.  Paul’s Praising Heart 
 

• In verse 17-19 Paul does some boasting. 

• But it is okay because ultimately, he’s boasting about God. 

• He’s praising and glorifying God. 

• Paul begins by saying that he has reason for pride. 
 
S21 - In Christ Jesus, then, I have reason to be proud of my work for God. (Romans 15:17) 
 

• Or as the NIV translates is… 
 
Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God. (Romans 15:17) 
 

• Notice his pride or his glory is surrounded by God. 

• He has reason to be proud not in Himself but in Christ Jesus. 

• And what he is proud of is not his own accomplishments but His work/service for God. 
 

• Remember Paul sees himself, all he does as a work by God and for God in His Life. 

• He is a priest of the most High God… 

• Therefore, He can Praise God for all God accomplishes in and through him. 
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• Then in verse 18-19 he writes… 
 

S22 - For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through 
me to bring the Gentiles to obedience—by word and deed, by the power of signs and wonders, 
by the power of the Spirit of God—so that from Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I 
have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ; (Romans 15:18-19) 
 

• Paul mentions here at least three marvelous things happening in his life:  

• First, Gentiles came to obedience or belief,  

• Second, signs and miracles accompanied his ministry,  

• and Third, he himself preached the entire 1,400 miles from Jerusalem to Illyricum, which is in 
present-day Yugoslavia 
 

• Not bad - especially in sandals!  

• But Paul takes no credit. (again we see Paul’s Humble Heart) 

• Christ did it through him. 
 

• He mentions signs and wonders, and for Paul there were many. 

• And we wonder why we don’t see these things today. 

• Well let me say this, it is not, as so many have said, because of a lack of faith. 
 

• Notice the signs and wonders are not credited to Paul’s great faith, 

• They are credited to the power of the Spirit of God. 

• And if God’s Spirit desires to perform signs and wonders OUR lack of faith (even if it exists) will 
not stop Him!  

• We give ourselves far to much credit for stopping the power of God! 

• And that’s all I have to say about that. 
 

• The point is, Paul takes no credit for any of the things happening through HIM! 
 

• How contrary this is to the way things usually happen. 

• I recently read the story of a Little Leaguer who put all his sixty pounds into a ferocious swing and 
barely connected.   

• The ball scraped by the bottom of the bat, jiggled straight back to the pitcher, who groped and 
fumbled it.  

• There was still plenty of time to nail the batter at first, but the pitcher's throw soared high over the 
first baseman's head.  

• The slugger flew on toward second base.  

• Somebody retrieved the ball.  

• The next throw sailed wildly into left field.  

• The hitter swaggered into third, puffing along with a man-sized grin, then continued on to cross 
home plate.  

• "Oh, boy," he said, "that's the first home run I ever hit in my whole life!" 
 

• That is so like us!  

• We step to the plate for Jesus, barely tip the ball, but he arranges for us to get home 

• and we take all the credit!  
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• In his commentary on Romans Pastor Kent Hughes wrote… 
 

• If Paul had been someone else, he could have become insufferable:  

• "Did I tell you about my Iconium escapade?  

• Let me tell you . . . I was being stoned in Iconium because I stood tall for Jesus.  
 

• I was always getting the stones - Barnabas always managed to save his pretty face.  

• Well, I was really taking it, but I stood my ground and didn't flinch,  

• and finally, this guy threw a stone and put me down.  

• It would have killed most men, but not me!  
 

• So, there I was, lying on a rubbish pile outside the city.  

• Barnabas and the saints had all gone to pieces,  

• but I was awake, and I got to laughing . . . What's a little stoning?  

• The Lord needs more men like me, I guess." 

• That is just not the way Paul was.  
 

• Paul made this very clear to the Galatians:  
 
S23 - May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ… (Galatians 6:14) 
 

• He also told the Colossians that… 
 
S24 - [Christ] is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from 
among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. (Colossians 1:18) 
 

• God, Jesus Christ, was everything to Paul. 

• He had a praising heart. His desire was that God be glorified above all else. 
 

• This I believe is the foundational characteristic,  

• the foundation of any Heart that would serve the Lord. 

• Their life and service must not be for their own glory but for Gods. 

• How they live, what they do must be for Christ alone. 
 

• We see this heart in Paul and in others who followed in his footsteps. 

• Raymond Lull, the brave missionary to the Muslims, lived by this famous refrain:  
 
S25 - I have one passion - it is He, it is He.  (Raymond Lull) 
 

• Charles Wesley sang,  
 
S26 - Thou, O Christ, art all I want, more than all in Thee I find. (Charles Wesley)  
 

• Martin Luther said… 
 
S27 - We preach always Him (Martin Luther)  
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• As it was with these men and many others, so it was with Paul before them.  

• Christ was at the center of His Life. 

• He said it in many ways but maybe the most succinct can be found in Philippians 1:21. 
 
S28 - For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. (Philippians 1:21) 
 

• Paul equates his very life with Christ. 

• Every word he spoke, every action he took was for Christ. 

• In service to Christ, for the praise and glory of Christ. 

• And he saw his death, when he would see Christ face to face and be fully transformed into His 
image as gain. 
 

• And we are to follow Paul example as he followed the example of Christ who also lived for the 
praise and Glory of His Father. 
 

• So, Paul had a pastoral heart. 

• A heart that love, cared for, sought to encourage, and instruct and correct his brothers and sisters 
in Christ. 

• And Paul had a priestly heart, he saw everything he did in service to the Lord as worship. 

• And Paul had a Praising Heart. 

• A heart that above all else belonged to the Lord and lived for His Praise and Glory 
 

• And there is more – This is only Part 1! 

• Next week we will not only look at several other aspects of Paul’s heart. 

• But we will also tackle the question of how we too can have a heart like Paul’s. 
 

• Cliff-Hanger 

• Hint… 

• We get a heart like Paul’s in the same way Paul got a heart like Paul’s. 

• Think about that this week! 
 

• Prayer… 
 


