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Romans 15:1-7 (Week 105) 
10/25/2020 

The Priority of Unity 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
S1 - Introduction & Review 
 

• Last week, during the Power Outage of 2020, I chose not to preach the sermon I prepared. 

• Instead I saved it for this week so we could stream it to those who are watching online. 
 

• However, I did introduce the sermon (Titled The Priority of Unity)… 

• by pointing us to Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer in John Chapter 17. 

• In this prayer, just hours before His death on the cross,  

• we see the great priority Jesus places on the unity of His disciples (His Church). 

• In verse 11, Jesus prays… 
 
S2 - Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, 
even as we are one. (John 17:11) 
 

• Then in verses 20 and 21 Jesus prays… 
 

S3 - I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 
that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you… (John 17:20-21) 
 

• Then in verse 22 Jesus prays… 
 
S4 - The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we 
are one, (John 17:22) 
 

• Now when you consider the many important things that our Lord could have prayed… 

• What I find extremely telling is that the oneness (Unity) of his disciples both then and now was 
a high priority to him.  

• We even see at least part of the reason for this in verse 23 where Jesus Prays… 
 

S5 - I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know 
that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. (John 17:23) 
 

• Jesus knew that our unity would either attract or repel the world. 

• Unity is not only crucial for the internal workings of the church, 

• but also for it’s external outreach to the world. 

• Unity is a Big Deal! 
 

• And so, as Paul pens his letter to the church in Rome. 

• Laying out the gospel he preaches. 

• He must also tackel the disunity taking place in the church in Rome. 
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• This is what we’ve been looking at in chapter 14. 

• There were divisions between the weak and the strong. 

• The weak, were judging the strong for eating meat, drinking wine and not worshipping on the 
proper days. 
 

• And the strong, were despising the weak because they knew it was okay to eat meat drink wine 
and worship on any day. 

• Clearly, Unity was not a Priority in the Roman Church. 

• So, In Romans 14, Paul appeals to them… In verse 3 he writes… 
 
S6 - Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains 
pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. (Romans 14:3) 
 

• God has welcomed both the strong and the weak, therefore they must welcome one another. 

• The church (both weak and strong) must pursue unity above these non-essentials. 
 

• Paul also, in verses 13-23, makes a special appeal to the strong.  

• He gives them the responsibility to promote unity and prevent sin. 

• In verse 13, to the strong, he writes… 
 
S7 - …decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother. (Romans 
14:13) 
 

• For the sake of unity and to prevent your weaker brother’s stumbling, falling into sin. 

• Give up your rights to eating meat or any other non-essential. 

• Paul is saying that unity, oneness is more important than exercising your personal rights. 
 

• Now unfortunately, the church, throughout history has not always prioritized unity. 

• Which has not only resulted in devastation and division in the church. 

• But has often destroyed our witness to the world.  
 

• During my 30 years of ministry both in Thailand and in the USA I’ve seen my share of disunity. 

• In Thailand I remember a very difficult and lengthy discussion (bordering on argument) over when 
it’s appropriate to Baptize a new believer.  

• It didn’t cause a division in the church, but it did cause some devastation, difficulties and hurt 
feelings. 
 

• However when it comes to Bridges, I feel very blessed,  

• This is a church where people can and do disagree about various non-essentials  

• but those non-essentials rarely cause a break in fellowship or disunity. 

• and have never (to my knowledge) caused a major division in the church. 
 

• But this is not the case everywhere. 

• Churches have been known to divide over the smallest matters,  

• The story is told of two congregations that were located only a few blocks from each other in a 
small community.  

• They thought it might be better if they would merge and become one united, larger, and more 
effective body rather than two struggling churches. 
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• Good idea . . . but they were not able to pull it off.  

• The problem?  

• They couldn’t agree on how they would recite "The Lord's Prayer."  
 

• One group preferred "forgive us our trespasses,"  

• while the other group demanded "forgive us our debts."  

• So, as the local newspaper reported,  

• "One church went back to its trespasses while the other returned to its debts." 
 

• Now that may seem humorous,  

• but disunity, division, quarreling in the church is not a laughing matter. 

• That’s why in Romans 14 Paul is seeking to put a stop such things. 

• He appeals to the Christians… 
 
S8 - …let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding. (Romans 14:19) 
 

• So, in Chapter 14 Paul is promoting unity in the body of Christ. 

• Welcome one another, pursue peace, build up one another. 

• Give up your rights and do not cause one another to stumble. 

• As it was for Jesus, unity is clearly a High Priority for Paul. 
 

• And that Priority continues to be seen in Chapter 15. 

• Paul continues with encouragement and instructions about Unity in the Church. 

• First, he says, Unity means… 
 

1. S9 - The Pleasing of Others (Romans 15:1-3) 
 

• In verses 1 and 2 he writes… 
 
We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please 
ourselves. Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.  (Romans 15:1-2) 
 

• The command to please others and not ourselves is directed to the "strong"  

• Those who have a better, more Biblical understanding of their freedom in Christ.  

• This doesn’t mean the "weak" are exempt, however, the greater burden is on the strong.  

• In God's family strength means obligation. 

• To quote Peter Parker’s Uncle Ben, with great power (strength) comes great responsibility. 
  

• Now what does Paul mean when he says the strong person is not to please himself,  

• but rather is "to please his neighbor for his good"? 
  

• Well he doesn’t mean we can never do anything that pleases ourselves.  

• God wants us to have pleasure in life.  

• He expects and commands us to Rejoice always… 

• Jesus came to give us an abundant life. 

• In this life we are to experience love and joy which are both very pleasant! 

• So, Paul doesn’t mean never please yourself. 
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• And it doesn’t mean, always, no matter what, please others. 

• Galatians 1:10 says 
 
S10 - For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I 
were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ. (Galatians 1:10) 
 

• We are not to try to be people pleasers in the sense that we accommodate their sinful ways.  

• There are many who would be pleased if we would endorse or wink at their wrongdoing. 

• And that is clearly not what Paul is talking about. 
 

• So, what is the pleasing others that Paul instructs here?  

• Notice we’re not to please ourselves,  

• but we are to please our neighbor for their good, to build them up (in Christ). 
 

• Which means (in non-essentials) we must change our actions to whatever will contribute to the 
spiritual good of others.  

• It’s doing what’s truly best for spiritual development of others,  

• even if it means we must stop doing thing that please us. 
 

• Now the actual doing of this, takes wisdom from God. 

• It doesn’t mean we give in to the narrowest or most legalistic, member of our church,  

• Because in reality, giving in to them is probably not the best thing for their spiritual good. 

• But neither is writing them off, ignoring them, or flaunting our freedoms before them. 
 

• There are times when we don’t do something that we know is okay,  

• or we do do something that we might not want to do… 

• We change, even those actions which we are perfectly entitled to, for the sake of others. 
 

• For example: Now here’s a problem. 

• I thought of several examples that relate to our church. 

• Ways in which I believe the strong have changed, not to pleasing themselves but pleasing the 
weak. 
 

• But on further consideration, I couldn’t share these examples because in doing so I would be 
declaring myself as strong and others as weak. 

• And that wouldn’t be pleasing. 
 

• However, I will go back to my example in Thailand. 

• As our team discussed when to baptize a new Believer… 

• I was convinced from Scripture that Baptism of a new believer is best shortly after their 
conversion. 

• This is exactly what we see in the New Testament. 
 

• But others felt there should be a waiting period based on certain things in Thai culture. 

• And as I saw feelings being hurt, and people becoming angry (judging and despising)… 

• I realized that this was a non-essential. 

• Not Baptism - that is essential but exactly when to baptize is not. 
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• So even though I would have been pleased if we Baptized new believers soon after their 
conversion. 

• I gave up that right to please my fellow team members. I AM SO STRONG!!! 
 

• We’re to change our actions if doing so will contribute to our brother's "good, to build him up".  

• To preserve unity and prevent sin. 
 

• And this is not to be done with a spirit of resignation (okay if I must) 

• or an air of condescension (okay I’ll do it for you because of your weakness).  

• It is to be done in humility and love. 
 

• And just to be clear, Paul says this is not optional.  

• We have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak.  

• That word obligation literally means to owe. 

• We owe it to God who bears with our failings to bear with the failings of the weak. 
 

• Now doing that, not pleasing ourselves but pleasing others, is a hard thing to do right… 

• So, in verse 3, Paul provides us with some heavy duty motivation? 
 
S11 - For Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who 
reproached you fell on me.” (Romans 15:3) 
 

• Christ is our example, Christ is our motivation. 

• Now to really get this we need to see how did Christ not please himself? 
  

• The Bible teaches that Christ existed from the beginning in perfect fellowship and holiness within 
the Godhead.  

• He had not needs, he was %100 pleased! 
 

• However, He left all that for our sake and for the glory of His Father.  

• John 8:29 records Jesus speaking of His Father in Heaven…  
 
S12 - …I always do the things that are pleasing to him. (John 8:29) 
 

• And in John 4:34 he says,  
 
S13 - My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work. (John 4:34) 
 

• And in John 6:38 he tells us,  
 
S14 - For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent 
me. (John 6:38) 
 

• And as Paul, quoting Psalm 69:9, wrote in Romans 15:3…  
 
S15 - …“The reproaches of those who reproached you fell on me.” (Romans 15:3) 
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• Psalm 69, which is quoted several times in the New Testament is a “messianic psalm,”  

• It points to the life and ministry of the Christ.  

• It speaks of a good and righteous man who endures undeserved suffering and persecution: 

• And Paul applies that to Jesus. 
 

• Jesus was reproached, rejected because he identified himself with the one true God. 

• And he lived his life for God. 

• So those who reproached (rejected) God rejected Jesus.  
 

• Isaiah describes Jesus’ reproaching this way… 
 

S16 - He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and 
as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he 
has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, 
and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 
(Isaiah 53:3-5) 
 

• This clearly is not the description of a man who lived to please himself. 

• The insults and whips and nails and thorns and the weight of all our sin was not a pleasing 
experience to Jesus. 
 

• And for Paul, the fact that Christ did not please himself means that we too are not to live to please 
ourselves. 

• Instead we are to live to please others,  

• Which includes deferring to one another for the sake of Christian unity. 
 

• Several times in our study of Romans 14 we mentioned Philippians Chapter 2. 

• And I’d be remiss if I did not point to it again. 

• Because Philippians 2:2-8 is really an extended version of Romans 15:1-3. 

• Like in Romans 15:1-2, In Philippians 2:2-4,  

• Paul calls believers to humble deference, to not please ourselves. 
 
S17 - complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord 
and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others 
more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also 
to the interests of others. (Philippians 2:2-4) 
 

• Then, like Romans 15:3, Philippians 2:5-8, puts forth Christ's supreme example of this: 
 

S18 - Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was 
in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, 
by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
(Philippians 2:5-8) 
 

• For Paul, Christ's example carried immense power.  

• Christ humbled himself, Christ set aside his rights, Christ did not live to please himself. 

• Therefore, as followers of Christ we are to follow his example. 
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• The problem for many of us is that we can’t grasp the reality of what Christ did. 

• Christ's earthly, sacrificial, actions are not quite real to us.  
 

• But what Christ did is true!  

• This is what Jesus was, and is, like!  

• He really did not please himself.  

• He really did "please his neighbor for his good, to build him up" (v. 2).  

• And we are called to follow his example. 
 

• Allow Christ’s willingness to not please himself but instead to please you. 

• Allow that truth to sink in and to encourage and motivate you in your relationships with other 
believer and with your neighbors in the world. 

• AMEN! 
 

• Now let me ask you a question? How can we possibly do we do that? 

• Well Christ not only provides the example, but he also provides the power. 

• He provides us with His Spirit (the Holy Spirit) who enables us to overcome our selfish desires and 
live for God and others. 
 

• And I believe the primary way God’s Spirit not only informs us of how we’re to change,  

• but works in our lives to empower that change is through the Spirit inspired Word of God! 
 

• And I think that’s what Paul has in mind as we come to verse 4. 

• He’s told us we’re not to live to please ourselves,  

• Instead we are to live to please and build up, those around us, our neighbors. 

• And then Quoting from Psalm 69:9 he gives Christ as our example… 
 

• And it seems that quoting from Scriptures reminds Paul of... 
 
2. S19 - The Purpose of Scripture (Romans 15:4) 
 

• And so, he shares that purpose with his readers… Verse 4. 
 
For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance 
and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. (Romans 15:4) 
 

• Realize that Paul is speaking specifically of the Old Testament Scriptures. 

• The New Testament was yet to be collected. 

• Often, we Christians think of the OT as not as important or not worth spending time with. 

• But that is not the Case. 

• Believers must be well acquainted with the Old Testament Scriptures.  

• Why? 

• Well, I think there are at least three reasons implied by verses 3 and 4. 
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• First, The OT Scriptures are entirely applicable today. 

• Paul says, For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, 

• In other words, anything preserved in Scripture is preserved to teach us something.  

• When Paul says “everything,” he is teaching what is known as the “plenary” inspiration of the 
Bible.  
 

• Every bit of it is designed by God for us,  

• and every bit has lessons and applications for living the Christian life. 

• So, if we skip the OT, we skip much that applies to us, 
  

• And in the context of Romans 15 that means we are less equipped to live the life of pleasing 
others that God calls us to… 

• So first, the OT is entirely applicable today. 
 

• And Second, The OT Scriptures are centered on Christ.  

• I get this from verse 3 where Paul quotes Psalm 69 and apples it to Christ. 
 
S20 - For Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who 
reproached you fell on me.” (Romans 15:3) 
 

• This reminds us that, basically, all of Scripture is about Jesus.  

• On the Road to Emmaus, speaking to 2 of his disciples, Jesus… 
 
S21 - …beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures 
the things concerning himself. (Luke 24:27) 
  

• So if we skip the OT we skip much of what the Bible says about Jesus. 

• And in the context of Romans 15 that means we skip much of the encouragement and motivation 
we have to follow his example of not pleasing ourselves.  

• (Isaiah 53 that we looked at earlier, being one very big example) 

• So, second, the OT is centered on Christ. 
 

• And then the third implication (or statement) is,  

• The Scriptures increase our “hope”. Second half of verse 4… 
 
S22 - …so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have 
hope. (Romans 15:4) 
 

• The two ways in which Scripture increases hope are through endurance and encouragement,  

• Endurance points to the commands of Scripture. 

• The Bible commands us to endure, to work hard and be disciplined in our lives. 

• and encouragement points to the promises of Scripture. 

• The Bible makes incredible and precious promises. 
  

• And if we are willing to listen, to trust and obey the commands and promises of Scripture,  

• Our faith is tested and our hope is increased. 

• We see the reality of who God is in our lives and that gives us a sure hope. 

• Our hope is no longer in the things of this world but in God and all he provides. 
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• And in the context of Romans 15 that hope will result in being less concerned about our temporal 
pleasure and more concerned about others. 
 

• So, the Scripture both Old and New Testaments are 100% applicable. 

• They are100% center on Christ and they bring us hope. 

• All of which empowers us to live the way God intends. 

• Including not seeking to please ourselves but instead pleasing others.  
 

• So, Paul has given us Christ and the Word as motivation, encouragement, and power for not living 
to please ourselves but living to please our neighbors… 

• And now he turns to Prayer… 
 
3. S23 - The Prayer of Paul (Romans 15:5-6) 
 

• In verse 5 Paul prays for unity… 
 
May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one 
another, in accord with Christ Jesus, (Romans 15:5) 
 

• The scripture gives us hope through endurance and encouragement  

• Because God (it’s author) is a God of endurance and encouragement. 
 

• Paul prays for God to work in the lives of those who are experiencing quarrels, disunity. 

• He acknowledges that God has the power to work. 

• He is the God of endurance, he will continue to work, through his word.  

• He will finish the work that he has begun in each of our lives. 
 

• And he is the God of encouragement, the God of promise. 

• He, through the promises in His word and through the power of His Spirit encourages us to live 
righteously before Him. 
 

• And Paul’s specific prayer is that God will grant you to live in harmony with one another. 

• He like Jesus prays for harmony, oneness, Unity in the Body of Christ. 

• Not that we must agree on every issue.  

• but that we see one another as those for whom Christ died. 

• As brothers and sisters in Christ, as family! 
 

• So that we can live in harmony with one another,  

• because through Christ we all are already together living in harmony with God. 

• As Christ has welcomed us all we must welcome one another.  

• So, Paul prays for unity… 
  

• Then he concludes his prayer by expressing his desire for unified worship: 
 
S24 - that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. (Romans 15:6) 
 

• Together with one voice we are to glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

• Paul understands that worship will not be what it’s meant to be unless there is unity.  
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• Calvin put it this way: 
 
S25 - The unity of his servants is so much esteemed by God, that he will not have his glory 
sounded forth amidst discords and contentions. (John Calvin) 
 

• We cheapen our worship and offer poor praise to God by stubbornness and lack of love to fellow 
believers.  

• But, oh how beautiful the worship is when we worship together in unity. 

• As David writes in this Song of Ascent, this song of worship to God… 

• He sings… 
 
S26 - Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! (Psalms 133:1) 
 

• And it’s when we do, when we dwell in unity, when we live in harmony,  

• when we give up our rights, when we live not to please ourselves but other. 

• It is then that God is Glorified in and through us. 
 

• It’s when we trust (hope) in him enough to give up our rights to whatever, for the sake of others. 

• It’s then that God looks big. 
 

• I don’t need to eat meat, or drink wine, or worship in this style or that style or read this version of 
the Bible or demand that Baptism happen quickly or so many other things. 

• I don’t need those things because I have Christ. 

• When we give up anything for Christ, it makes Christ look Big. 

• It glorifies God. 
 

• That’s Paul’s prayer, that God will be glorified through our unified worship of Him. 
 

• So, He’s sought to motivate and encourage us to Oneness through the example of Christ not 
pleasing himself,  

• through reminding us of the purpose of Scripture and through prayer. 

• And then in verse 7, still holding Christ up as our example, He gives the bottom-line 
application… 
 

4. S27 - The Practice of Christians (Romans 15:7) 
 

• Verse 7… 
 
Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. (Romans 
15:7) 
 

• This is where we started in Chapter 14. 
 
S28 - Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains 
pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. (Romans 14:3) 
 

• Paul gave us the principle of mutual acceptance,  

• We are to welcome others based on the fact that God has welcomed them as well. 

• Who are we to judge or despise the one that God accepts? 
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• Now in Romans 15:7 Paul spells out that Christian unity (welcoming one another) 

• is based on the fact that Christ has welcomed you… 

• Which means our Acceptance of Others is Based on our Acceptance by Christ: 
  

• It is only when we have a deep abiding understanding that in Christ we are justified and 
welcomed that we will welcome others.  
 

• And so, as we come to the communion Table This Moring. 

• As we partake of the bread and the cup. 

• I want us, as always, to do this in remembrance of Him. 

• I want us to remember his death on the cross, 
 

• That he did not please himself. 

• That in humility he set aside his rights. 

• And for the glory of His Father He allowed his body to be broken and his blood to be spilt for you 
and me. 

• To please us, to save us, to welcome us into His Glorious Kingdom. 
 

• As you partake of the bread and cup this morning. 

• I want you to come to that deep abiding conviction and understanding that in Christ you are 
justified, that he has welcomed you into his Kingdom. 

• And therefore, you can and should and must welcome one another. 

• Christ died for and welcomes us despite our failing and weakness and wickedness and sin 

• And he calls us to welcome one another in the same way. 
 

• So, let this time of communion be a celebration of the fact that Christ welcomes you. 

• And a time of conviction that you will welcome your brothers and sisters in Christ. 

• That like Christ, you will give up your rights to please yourself in order to please and build them 
up. 

• GET BREAD READY: To the Church in Corinth, The Apostle Paul writes… 

S29 - For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 
night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 
“This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” (1 Corinthians 11:23-24) 

• Christ says, this is for you, I do this for you, to please you and save you and build you up. 

• Rejoicing that Christ did not please himself and Remembering we are called to follow His 
example. 

• Let us partake of the bread together… 

S30 - In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” (1 Corinthians 
11:24-25) 

• Celebrating this new covenant in which we are accepted by Christ. 

• And Committing to Our acceptance of Others.   

• Let us partake of the cup together…  

• Prayer and Dismissal 


