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Romans 13:8-10 (Week 98) 
08/30/2020 

The Law of Love 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
Introduction & Review  
 

• Our passage for today is Romans 13:8-10. 

• And to set the context and help us better understand this passage I’m going to back up to 
Romans Chapter 12 verse 9 and read all the way through to Romans 13:10. 

• I know it’s a lot but try to hang in there with me. 
 

• Remember beginning in chapter 12,  

• Paul is instructing Christians on how we’re to live in this world. 

• How we are to represent Jesus Christ on a daily basis… 

• These are instructions for Christian Living, and in verse 9 of Chapter 12 Paul begins… 
 

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with 
brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent 
in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. Bless those who persecute 
you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 
Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be 
wise in your own sight. Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in 
the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never 
avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will 
repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give 
him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:9-21) 
 

• Now the main theme of these verses is genuine love. 

• Christians are to not only love one another, they are also to love those in the world including their 
enemies, including those who persecute them and do them evil.  

• Then in the next verse (Chapter 13:1) Paul writes… 
 
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from 
God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the 
authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. For 
rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is 
in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, for he is God's servant 
for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is 
the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore one 
must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. For 
because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this 
very thing. Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom 
revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. (Romans 
13:1-7) 
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• Now the main theme of these verses is submission to the state,  

• The governing authorities that God has instituted among us. 
 

• Then we come to our passage for today. 

• Beginning in Romans 13:8 
 
Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled 
the law. For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You 
shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this 
word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. (Romans 13:8-10) 
 

• We’ll look more closely at the theme of these verses, but it clearly has to do with love. 

• It ties the law to love, and sums up the law with the command to love your neighbor. 
 

• Okay, so that was a lot of reading! 

• And if you were following along you might be asking. 

• Why did Paul arrange these sections the way he did? 

• He starts with genuine love, then goes to submission to the state and then comes back to love 
again. 

• You might think he momentarily lost his train of thought. 
 

• Have you ever been talking to someone about a specific topic, 

• and suddenly you’re not sure why your saying what you’re saying? 

• You don’t know how what you’re currently saying fits into the subject you were talking about. 
 

• For example: Maybe your engaged in a conversation about the upcoming presidential election. 

• And for some reason, you can’t quite figure out, you find yourself telling a story about your High 
School Math Teacher. 

• Your pretty sure there’s a connection but it’s been lost and no matter how hard you try you can’t 
figure out what the connection is… 

• So, you eventually give up and just go back to the original topic (the presidential election). 
 

• Anyone ever experience that? 

• It seems to be happening more and more as the years go by. 
 

• And maybe that’s what happened to Paul when he was writing Romans 12 and 13?  

• In the first section, Chapter 12 verses 9-21 the topic was genuine love. 

• And in third section, Romans 13:8-10 Paul returns to the theme of love. 
 

• So it would be easy to think that the middle section (Romans 13:1-7) the teaching on submission 
to governing authorities, was some kind of side story. 

• Maybe Paul lost his LOVE train of thought and decided to throw in a civics lesson instead. 

• But then he remembered he was talking about love and so he goes back to his original topic. 
 

• And that would be very possible if I were the author of Romans. 

• Or even if an uninspired Paul was the author. 

• But when you’re dealing with the inspired word of God, that is much less probable. 
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• The fact that we many not immediately see the connection between these passages doesn’t mean 
the connections aren’t there. 

• And it’s when we make the connections, that we get a better understanding of what is being 
taught. 

• So, let’s begin by… 
 
1. Making the Connections 

 

• First let’s make the connection between the genuine love found in Romans 12:9-21. 

• And the Submission to the state found in Romans 13:1-7. 
 

• We pointed this out last week... 

• How in Romans 13:1-7 Paul speaks of good and bad right and wrong. 

• That as we live in subjection to the governing authorities… 

• There is also a biblical moral law that Christians are to live by and promote in their society. 
  

• And we connected that to final verse of Romans 12.  

• Paul summarizes his commands about genuine love. 

• Specifically, the commands to love our enemies.  

• He writes…  
 
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:21) 
 

• Genuine love responds to evil, not with evil but with good. 

• Now this command is certainly applicable to our personal lives. 

• It instructs us on our response to those who do evil to us. 
 

• But then Paul goes on (in chapter 13) to talk about our relationship to governing authorities. 

• States (Like Rome) which was not friendly to Christians. 

• States that can be enemies of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• States that Christians in Paul’s day could certainly think of as evil. 
  

• And so, the connection is that in our personal lives and in our dealing with the state. 

• Christians are not to be overcome with evil. 

• That is, we are not to let evil win out, we are not to repay evil with evil,  

• We are not to respond in kind, with violence or hatred or rebellion. 
 

• But instead we’re to respond with love, with good… 

• by submitting to governing authorities,  

• by doing and promoting what is good for all. 

• by practicing deeds of love and compassion and generosity. 

• by speaking words and living a good (Godly) life as a testimony to the fact that you are a follower 
of Jesus Christ.  
 

• So that’s at least one connection between the genuine love for Romans 12:9-21 and the 
Submission to the State in Romans 13:1-7. 

• Whether the evil comes from an individual or the state we are to overcome it with good 
which flows from genuine love. 
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• Now let’s look at the connection between 13:1-7 (Submission to the State) and v 8-10 
(Fulfilling the law by Loving).  

• In verse 7 Paul writes…  
 
Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is 
owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. (Romans 13:7) 
 

• Then in verse 8 he also speaks of paying what we owe, 
 
Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled 
the law. (Romans 13:8) 
 

• Now if we don’t see the connection between verses 7 and 8 we might just think Paul is just adding 
to what he taught in 12:9-21. 

• That again we are to genuinely love each other as individuals,  

• and in so doing we are fulfilling the law. 

• We are doing what is right. 

• And that is certainly true. 
 

• But the fact that in both verses 7 and 8 Paul is speaking in terms of what we owe and what we 
need to pay. 

• I believe he wants to make a bigger connection. 
 

• That is, a connection between how we relate to governments and how we love people. 

• What Paul is saying in verses 8-10 is not just a reiteration of the importance of loving one another 
or loving individuals in the world. 

• But it relates to loving the whole body of our neighbors 

• all the citizens we live with.  
 

• In verses 1-7 Paul is telling Christians, who are citizens of heaven, 

• Who are not of this world but sent into this world. 

• He is telling us how to live in relationship to the worldly secular state…. 
 

• And then in verses 8-10 (and 11-14 which we will look at next week). 

• Paul is telling Christians, who are not of this world but sent into this world as representatives of 
Jesus Christ. 

• He is telling us how to live in relationship to the society (the people) around us. 

• Our neighbors, our community, our city. 
 

• Thus, Paul is calling us not simply to submit to the state and participate in the state,  

• But to submit and participate in such a way that love is being demonstrated to your fellow citizens. 

• Your Neighbors with a capital N. 
 

• That in our neighborhoods, communities, and cities,  

• Christians are (the Church is) known as those who truly love, 

• Those who are great doers of “good.” 

• Those who promote God’s Moral Law for the common good of all people! 
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• So those are the connections… 

• By placing the section on submission to the state between the sections on love. 

• It seems Paul is calling us to love on a larger societal scale. 

• To overcome the evil of our society with good that flows from genuine love. 

• And to extend our love, not only loving individuals but caring for and loving the society, you live in. 

• Loving your neighbors, your community, your city… 
 

• Now let’s look more specifically at verses 8-10. 

• Let’s examine how we are to live and love as representative of Jesus Christ in our society. 

• And Paul says, we do that by… 
 
2. Fulfilling the Code 
 

• The code of the law… sorry I needed a “C” word… 

• In Romans 13:8 we read… 
 
Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled 
the law. (Romans 13:8) 
 

• As Christians we have a debt of love. 

• However, unlike most debts, our debt to love our fellow human beings isn’t because of something 
they have given us, or done for us. 

• We don’t owe one another because we give to one another. 

• We owe one another because God has given so much to us. 

• Remember back to Romans 12:1… 

• We are still working under the beginning of this verse… 
 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God… (Romans 12:1) 
Owe no one anything, except to love each other… (Romans 13:8) 
 

• Because of the great love and mercy God has shown us we owe it to one another to love. 

• It is an obligation and a responsibility as those who have been loved by God to love others. 
 
We love because he first loved us. (1 John 4:19) 
 

• Now some have seen the phrase “to love each other” as referring only to the body of Christ. 

• Like the words “one another” do in other places in scripture. 
 

• But that doesn’t fit with what has gone before or with the rest of these verses. 

• I believe Paul is telling us not just to love other Christians but to love those around us. 

• And I says this for two reasons. 

• First because Paul says “Owe no one anything”  

• Our debt is to all. 
 

• And second because Paul’s examples of loving by keeping the commands refers to all society. 
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• In verse 9 he writes… 
 
The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery," "You shall not murder," "You shall not 
steal," "You shall not covet," and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in 
this one command: "Love your neighbor as yourself." (Romans 13:9) 
 

• All these commands including the overarching command of loving your neighbor as 
yourself apply to all people. 
  

• We know this because when Jesus was asked “who is my neighbor”  

• And he didn’t all those who trust in Me. 
 

• Instead Jesus responded with the parable of the good Samaritan. 

• He told of a Jewish man attacked by robbers and left for dead. 

• A man who was not helped by a Jewish Priest or a Levite, 

• They just passed him by… 

• People of his own kind, people that would be considered neighbors did not lift a finger for him. 
 

• But instead he was helped by a Samaritan. 

• Samaritans were not Jews, they were hated by Jews. 

• They followed a corrupted religion and would not have been considered a neighbors. 

• But the Samaritan went out of his way to care for this Jewish man… 

• He was the only one who acted in a neighborly way. 
 

• And at least one point of that parable is that we are to be neighbors to all people. 

• Specifically, those around us who we have the opportunity to help and love. 

• Regardless of whether they are part of our religion or ethic group we are to be neighbors to our 
fellow human beings. 
 

• So here in verses 8-10, following on the heels of our relationship to the state. 

• Paul is calling the Christian to have a love for all, specifically, the people in your society. 

• Your neighbors… 
 

• And we further see this in the fact that Paul ties our love to our duty to keep God’s law,  

• He says it twice. 

• Once in verse 8… 
 
…for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. (Romans 13:8) 
 

• And again in verse 10… 
 
Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.  
(Romans 13:10) 
 

• When we love another human being that Paul says fulfills the law. 

• And just so we are clear, this is not a section on how to be saved. 

• That is found in Romans 1-11. 
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• This is a section on how the saved (by grace through faith) are to now live. 

• And as Christians we are to seek to obey God’s Biblical Moral Law. 
 

• Now the Old Testament Moral Law especially the Ten Commandments that Paul refers to can be 
broken down into two parts. 

• The first 4 commands have to do with our relationship (our love) for God. 
 

• You shall have not other Gods before me… 

• You shall have not graven images (idols) 

• You shall not take the Lord’s name in vain. 

• Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
 

• Then the next commandment relates to our relationship (our love) in our family… 

• Honor your father and mother 

• Then the last 5 commandments have to do with our relationship (or love) for people. 
 

• Don’t murder 

• Don’t commit adultery 

• Don’t steal 

• Don’t bear false witness 

• Don’t covet 
 

• Now let me ask you this, 

• What is the purpose of the law? 

• Specifically, what is the purpose of the last 5 commandments. 

• Well you might say as Paul does in Romans 7:7 
 
…I would not have known what sin was had it not been for the law. (Romans 7:7) 
 

• Certainly, one purpose of the law is to reveal our sin, our inability to keep the law, our need for a 
savior. 
 

• But much of the Law, including Paul’s examples from the 10 commandments, also serves to 
instruct us in how we are to function or not function within society. 

• These commands set forth are Biblical Moral Law. 

• These are written for the common good. 

• First, for the nation Israel, but also for any nation that desires the common good for it’s citizens. 

• And so Paul says   
 
…the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. For the commandments, “You shall not 
commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any 
other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
(Romans 13:8-9) 
 

• In other words, God’s law provides us with God’s guideline on how to love others in society. 

• how to do good for those around us, our fellow human beings. 

• When we truly (genuinely) love our neighbor as ourselves we will keep the law… 

• Makes sense right…  
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• And then in verses 10, Paul emphasizes it by saying… 
 
Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. (Romans 13:10) 
 

• He defines love as obeying God’s law in one’s relationship with one’s neighbor.  

• Love means following the law.  

• The obedient thing is the loving thing;  

• the loving thing is the obedient thing!  

• If we want to love others, we will obey God’s commands. 
   

• Many in the world today don’t see it this way.  

• In the short run, it often seems that the loving thing to do is to break the law.  
 

• For example, often we know that the truth will hurt someone, so we lie.  

• But Paul is warning us not to think we are wiser than God in determining what will hurt or help 
someone. 
  

• Usually, when we talk about the “loving thing,” we mean the “comfortable thing”;  

• that which will give the person the least disturbance or distress.  

• After all, the point of love is to not do wrong to a neighbor!  
 

• But only God knows what we and our neighbors truly need.  

• He built our souls and hearts and he knows what is best for us.  

• The law, therefore, is God’s way of saying:  

• You want to do your neighbor no wrong? 

• You want to do what is right for your neighbor…  

• Well, here’s how!  
 

• Follow these guidelines, not your human instincts or wisdom.  

• So, disobeying God’s law is never simple disobedience!  

• Every sin is also an assault on God’s wisdom and a failure of love. 
 

• So, we have made the connections between the themes of genuine love, submission to governing 
authorities and fulfilling the law of Love. 

• And we have seen what it means to fulfill the code, the law of love. 
 

• We’ve seen that as Christians we are not only to love individuals but to live in such a way that we 
are loving our society. 

• Whether that society is good or evil, we are to love and seek the good of our neighbors, 
community, our city. 

• This is how we are to represent Jesus Christ in this secular world. 
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• And to bring these points home, I would like to end with two examples of… 
 
3. Loving Your Community 

 

• The first example comes from the OT book of Jeremiah. 

• Jeremiah was a prophet to the Jewish exiles in Pagan Babylon. 

• And he calls them to overcome evil by seeking the prosperity of their city.  

• When Jeremiah wrote a letter to the Babylonian exiles, they had isolated themselves from the rest 
of society. 

• They were living by themselves, refusing to participate in the “unclean” pagan city. 
  

• And Jeremiah does say that there will be a judgment on Babylon.  

• In Chapter 27:6 God declares… 
 

Now I have given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, my 
servant, and I have given him also the beasts of the field to serve him. All the nations shall 
serve him and his son and his grandson, until the time of his own land comes. Then many 
nations and great kings shall make him their slave. (Jeremiah 27:6-7) 
 

• Jeremiah is not blind to the weakness of Babylon. 

• And he doesn’t want the Israelites to ignore this wickedness.  
 

• But he does call for the Israelites to become involved with the city and seek its peace and 
prosperity.  

• They are not to compromise with pagan values,  

• but they are to be gloriously positive toward the city.  

• He tells them to build homes and settle down  
 
Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. (Jeremiah 29:5) 
 

• He tells them to invest in the community; to marry and have sons and daughters and to increase 
in number, not decrease.  

 
Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters 
in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 
(Jeremiah 29:6) 
 

• He tells them to seek the “peace,” the shalom, of the city. 

• to pursue its overall harmony and prosperity; and to pray to the LORD for it.  
 
But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its 
behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. (Jeremiah 29:7) 
 

• So Jeremiah is telling believers in Israel to “overcome evil with good” by bringing their love and 
faith to bear on the public good of the city in which they live. 

 

• So in loving our community, the Christian must avoid two extremes.  

• First, there is the temptation to separate, to hold non-Christian society at arm’s length and failing 
to love it by serving it and working for its good. 
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• But second, Jeremiah told the exiles to maintain their identity as God’s people,  

• and (as we have seen) exiles such as Daniel served the state while refusing to cease living as 
God’s obedient servants. 
  

• We do not love the community in which we live by compromising on obeying God’s standards;  

• rather, we love it by obeying God’s commands.  

• The Christian neither shuts himself off from his community nor conforms to it. 
 

• We cannot represent Jesus Christ in society if we do not engage with society. 

• And we will not represent Jesus Christ if we engage in society by conforming to society. 

• That’s the lesson from Romans 13 and from Jeremiah… 
 

• Now the second example I want to see comes straight out of current tragedy in our country.  

• As most of you know, in Kenosha Wisconsin a 29-year-old black man, Jacob Blake was shot 
seven times in the back by a police officer or officers. 

• He did not die but sustained multiple injuries and is currently paralyzed from the waist down. 

• And this has resulted in both peaceful protests and violence against people and property. 
 

• Now my point is not the shooting of Jacob Blake. 

• This is under investigation, and I pray that justice will be done. 
 

• My point is to highlight the loving response of Jacob Blake’s mother, Julia Jackson. 

• From her perspective what happened to her son was not only tragic but evil. 

• She, however, did not respond, as so many have, with evil…  

• With accusations and calls for violence,  

• with hatred to the governing authorities, specifically police officers. 

• Instead her response was good, I would call it Loving and Godly. 

She said her son would be "unpleased" by the unrest sparked from his shooting by police. 

• She issued an impassioned plea for people across the country for, and I quote… 

Citizens, police officers, firemen, clergy, politicians: do Jacob justice on this level and 
examine your hearts, we need healing. As I pray for my son's healing - physically, emotionally 
and spiritually - I also have been praying even before this for the healing of our country.  

• She pleaded with all races and said she was praying for "all police officers and their families."  

Let's use our hearts, our love and our intelligence to work together to show the rest of the 
world how humans are supposed to treat each other. 

• In a time of extreme difficulty when the natural inclination would be to repay evil for evil. 

• Julia Jackson responded with good words. 

• Words of genuine love, words seeking to promote the common good, 

• Loving words directed at her community, including the governing authorities that were responsible 
for her son’s shooting.  
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• What a great example of loving your community. 

• And This is what Paul is telling Christians in Rome and Riverside to do… 

• To love our N neighbor has ourselves. 

• To fulfill the law of Love 

• To… 
 
Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled 
the law. (Romans 13:8) 
 

• So how can we fulfil the law of love in our community? 

• How can we love our neighbors as ourselves? 
 

• Well there probably hundreds of specific ways… 
 

• But let me suggest some general guidelines… 

• Begin by not isolating yourself from your community. (even in a pandemic) 

• Do not ignore what is happening to the people in your community. 

• Recognize the fear and difficulties people are facing because of COVID-19 

• Recognize the fear and pain people are experiencing because of the civil unrest in our nation. 
 

• And look for opportunities to love and help your community prosper.  

• Seek to represent Jesus Christ in your hurting community. 

• Be a good Samaritan. 

• Love your neighbor. 
 

• And Paul says that we love by fulfilling the law… 

• Allow God’s Moral Law to guide you in your love for your community. 

• Obey and promote Biblical Moral Law for the common good of your community. 
 

• And I would end by calling us again to Jeremiah 29:7… 
 
But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its 
behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. (Jeremiah 29:7) 
 

• Pray… 


