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Romans 13:11-14 (Week 99) 
09/06/2020 

The Labor of Love 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
Introduction & Review  
 

• Today we come again to Romans Chapter 13 where Paul continues to give instructions for living 
the Christian Life in a Non-Christian World. 

• How are we who are citizens of heaven and commanded… 
 
Do not be conformed to this world… (Romans 12:2) 
 

• How are we, as those who are not of this world but sent into this world as representatives of Jesus 
Christ. 

• How are we to live? 
 

• And so far in Chapter 13 we’ve seen this involves both submission to the state. 

• and love for our neighbors (our society).  

• In Romans 13:9-10, Paul writes… 
 
…“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore 
love is the fulfilling of the law. (Romans 13:9-10) 
 

• Paul defines the love we are to have for our neighbors in terms of God’s moral law. 

• By keeping God’s law, by not murdering or stealing or lying or coveting, etc.… 

• By doing no wrong to our neighbors we are fulfilling the law. 
 

• And by doing what is right for our neighbor we are fulfilling the law. 

• You shall love your neighbor has yourself. 

• Which means, among other things, that you are not to avoid your Non-Christian neighbors. 

• Your secular society. 

• You are to engage them, to seek their welfare, to care for those around you as you care for 
yourself. 

• Last week we saw this illustrated in the book of Jeremiah. 

• Where God, through the prophet, tells the Jewish exiles living in the pagan city of Babylon. 
 
…seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its 
behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. (Jeremiah 29:7) 
 

• As those who are exiles in this world,  

• Those who are sent into neighborhoods, communities, cities… 

• As we represent Jesus Christ we are to love and seek the welfare of the places God sends us. 

• And if you need extra motivation to do that God says in the welfare of the city (the community 
around you) you will find your welfare. 

• When your community prospers physically, emotionally, and spiritually you too will prosper in 
these ways. 
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• Love your neighbor as yourself, doesn’t mean we don’t love ourselves, it means to the degree we 
love and care for ourselves we do the same for our neighbors. 
 

• Now I don’t know about you but for me this is a difficult thing to do. 

• Not loving myself, no problem there. 

• It’s loving my neighbor that creates issues. 

• And if this love for my neighbor extends into my community and city,  

• then that makes it even more challenging. 

• So how are we to fulfill the law of loving our neighbor as ourselves? 
 

• And in the verses that follow Paul seeks to help us in this. 

• He has set love for our neighbor as the centerpiece for living in our society. 

• For relating to those around us, for fulfilling the law. 
 

• And then, in Romans 13:11-14, he gives further instructions, commands, encouragements, and 
motivation for doing achieving this level of love. 

• Last week we saw the Law of Love. 

• Now we turn to the Labor of Love. 
 

• In Romans 13:11 Paul begins with the phrase… Besides this… (Romans 13:11) 

• This phrase connects what has gone before, fulfilling the law of love. 

• Loving your neighbor has yourself. 

• With what follows. 
 

• And that word besides can mean a number of things… 

• Both the NASB and NIV translates it “Do this” 

• And I think that better captures what Paul is seeking to get across. 
 

• In order to represent Christ in this Non-Christian World. 

• In order to love your neighbor your society as yourself. 

• Do This!  

• There is a level of action, work, labor involved in loving our neighbor as ourselves. 

• And the first thing Paul tells us to do is… 
 
1. Wake Up (11-12a) 
 

• Verse 11… 
Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep… (Romans 
13:11) 
 

• Besides this or do this… wake from sleep 

• Now just so we’re clear, Paul is not speaking of physical sleep. 

• This is not a command to stop taking naps or to try and survive on as little sleep as possible. 

• He’s telling us to wake from our spiritual slumber. 
 

• To open our eyes to the world around us and see the needs of our neighbors. 

• There is a great sense of urgency here. 

• Paul is sounding an alarm, the time for lethargy has ended. The time for labor has come,  

• Wake up! 
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• Now why is the alarm going off now? 

• Because the hour has come. 

• That word hour speaks of a specific time or season. 
 

• When Jesus Christ, the Son of God, entered our world, lived a perfect life, died on the cross for 
our sins and rose again declaring victory over sin and death. 

• He inaugurated a new season, a new time. 
 

• And that is the season we continue to live in. 

• It has been called the age of grace, or the Church age. 

• I prefer the Church age because God’s grace has been seen throughout time. 

• But this age will continue until Christ returns to Judge the world and establish his Kingdom. 
 

• So, this hour is NOW. 

• These words are just as relevant and urgent (or even more so) to us today as they were to the 
Church in Rome when Paul wrote them. 

• Because Verse 11 tells us… 
 
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. (Romans 13:11) 
 

• Salvation here is referring to our future final redemption. 

• When those who trust in Christ will enter God’s presence for all eternity. 

• And Paul is saying that day is growing closer by the minute. 
 

• Whether you believed 40 years ago or yesterday your eternal redemption in God’s presence 
draws nearer every moment. 

• The complete fulfillment of the great mercy God has bestowed upon you is drawing near. 

• So, wake up there is loving labor to be done! 

• Paul then, in the beginning of verse 12, emphasizes this… 
 
The night is far gone; the day is at hand… (Romans 13:12) 
  

• Now in general the night (darkness) is for sleeping  

• and the day (the light) is for action. 

• For getting things done. 
 

• Paul is saying that the time for sleep, the time for doing little or nothing, is over. 

• The time to get to work is at hand. 
 

• In the grand scheme of things this world will not go on much longer;  

• The day is at hand. 

• the eternal world (final redemption and the day of judgement) is breaking in...  

• And therefore, our time is limited.  

• The clock is running. 
 

• Now Paul wrote these words approximately 2,000 years ago. 

• And so, there are those who think he was just mistaken,  

• that the day was not at hand.  

• That Paul expected Christ to return much sooner than he has.  
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• But that misses the point, and ignores the context of these verses. 

• Paul is not making predictions about Christ’s coming. 

• He is seeking to instruct and motivate Christians in how we are to live and love in this World. 

• How we are to behave until Christ returns. 
 

• And he wants us to realize not just that the eternal clock is winding down, 

• but that no matter how long it takes for Christ to return, 

• our lives in this world are brief and temporal. 

• As James wrote… 
 
What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. (James 
4:14) 
 

• In the medical drama ER, which Christian and I have recently discovered… 

• One of the main Characters, Dr. Mark Greene finds out he has a brain tumor. 

• And after doing all he can medically to treat it he comes to terms with the fact that he has only 
months to live. 

• This changes his perspective a great deal, 

• He tries to keep working but as the end draws near, he realizes the most important thing is to 
spend time with his wife and daughters. 

• To spend time with them and love them in ways that he has not up to this point. 

• His eminent death changes his priorities and his perspective.   
 

• And Paul is saying that as Christians we are to have this kind of eternal perspective  

• We are to have different priorities. 

• We need to live and love like the end is near. 

• Because it truly is, and this should not cause us to fear but to rejoice. 

• Because the glorious truth is that each day of our lives, our salvation is nearer than when we 
first believed. 

 

• An eternal life filled with joy in the love and presence of God most assuredly awaits you! 

• And that should cause you to Wake Up and to live a life based on eternal things. 

• Things that last like truth and God and loving our neighbor and living righteously in this world. 

• I think Jesus’ words in His sermon on the Mount fit well with what Paul is saying. 
 
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:19-21) 
 

• Live with an eternal not a temporal perspective. 

• Know that your time on this earth is limited so don’t waste it. 

• Use it for the glory of God and for the good of others. 

• Use the time you have to fulfill the law of love. 

• To labor in love for others. 

• Believers are to wake up from spiritual lethargy and love their neighbors while they have 
opportunity to do so. 
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• We ought to be like the little boy whose family clock malfunctioned and struck fifteen times, so that 
he rushed wide-eyed to his mother crying, "Mommy, it's later than it's ever been before!"  

• What sanctifying logic!  
 

• We should also keep in mind that if Christ does not return in our time,  

• he will certainly come individually for us in death.  

• Each ache, each pain, each gray hair, each new wrinkle, each funeral is a reminder that it is later 
than it has ever been before.  

• It is time to love our neighbors as ourselves.  
 

• So are we all awake now! 

• Do we understand that our time on this earth is limited? 

• And that in this time God has called us to represent him. 

• To be his Ambassadors of His love. 
 

• And to do that we must live in a certain way… 

• Once we wake up, we must… 
 
2. Walk Righteously (12b-13) 
 

• One of the greatest ways to show love for your neighbors, your society is to live a righteous life. 

• To obey God’s laws, particularly the ones that tell us how to treat one another. 

• We saw that last week as Paul wrote… 
 
…for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.  (Romans 13:8) 
 

• And then he goes on to list several of the 10 commandments as examples of the kind of love that 
fulfills the law. 

• We love others when we obey God’s commands.  

• Commands that tell us how to treat and not treat other human beings. 
 

• And then in verses 12 and 13 Paul gives a series of instructions calling us to live righteously. 

• To live not as we did in the past (in the dark when we were asleep), before we knew Christ… 

• But to live in the present (in the light). 

• Paul says knowing… 
 
The night is far gone; the day is at hand.  
 

• It’s time to act… 
 
So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. (Romans 13:12) 
 

• In these verses Paul acknowledges the fact that even though our salvation in nearer than when 
we first believed. 

• Even though our sins have been forgiven, we have been declared righteous and… 
 
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:1) 
 

• Even though all of that is true,  
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• However, as long as we are still in this world. 

• There is a need to battle against sin. 

• To wage war against the forces of darkness that that we might walk righteously in this world. 
 

• And to do that Paul says we must first cast off the works of darkness. 

• Darkness is a symbol of evil and sin. 

• These works of sin and evil are no longer to be a part of the life of a Christian. 

• We are to cast them off, fling them aside like filthy rags. 
 

• Have you every found yourself (your clothes) covered in mud or dirt or grease? 

• Maybe you were working outside in the yard or on your car. 

• No matter how hard I try when I change the oil in my car I seem to get very dirty. 
 

• And once I’m done, the first thing I want to do is get out of my dirty clothes. 

• To cast them off, to fling them into the laundry or sometimes the trash. 

• So, in the physical world, the need to cast off the dirt we accumulate is clear.  
 

• But the same thing should be true (or truer) in the spiritual world. 

• There are things we do (some of which Paul will list shortly) that we need to cast off. 

• They are no longer to be part of our lives. 

• They do not represent Jesus Christ and they are the opposite of love. 
 

• But casting off these works of darkness in only the beginning. 

• If we stop there, then what we cast off will soon return. 
 

• One of the major mistakes that we Christians make is to only engage in a partial battle against our 
sin. 

• Again and again we seek to cast off the works of darkness. 

• We pray and we vow to never do that again (whatever that is). 
 

• But in time (again and again) whatever that is seems to return. 

• And I believe the reason it returns is because we only engage in the first part of the battle. 

• We empty ourselves of a sinful act (for a time), but we do not fill ourselves with anything else.  
 

• And this creates a vacuum (if you will) in our lives. 

• If you suck all the air out of something… 

• Unless you fill it with something else. 

• The air will find it’s way back in. 

• So along with casting off the works of darkness from our lives… 

• Riding ourselves of sin… 

• Paul says… 
 
… put on the armor of light. (Romans 13:12) 
 

• Now what does that mean? 

• Well one thing the word armor implies that there is a battle going on. 

• Armor is not everyday clothing it’s what you put on when you go to war. 
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• And in contrast to the works of darkness we are to put on the armor of light. 

• We are to wear armor that shines into the darkness. 

• Armor that enables us to engage in the battle between darkness and light. 
 

• So, what is this armor. 

• Well Paul doesn’t spell it out hear but in several other places he does. 

• Using similar language in 1 Thessalonians 5:8 Paul writes… 
 
But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and 
love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. (1 Thessalonians 5:8) 
 

• Notice that Paul also speaks of the day (the light). 

• And he tells us to put on the armor, the breastplate of faith and love and the helmet of hope of 
salvation. 

• Then in the Ephesians 6 we are given a detailed description of this Armor. 

• Paul writes… 
 
Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the 
devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly places.  
 

• These are the forces of darkness that can cause us to participate in the works of darkness. 

• And it is the armor of light, the armor of God that enables achieve victory.  
 
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and 
having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the 
readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with 
which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, 
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, (Ephesians 6:11-17) 
 

• Now we don’t have time to go through the meaning of each piece of the armor of God (light). 

• But I want you to notice that each piece is designed strength our walk. 

• To help us stand firm and to fight against the forces of darkness in our world.  

• To bring truth and righteousness and faith and salvation and the gospel and the word of God into 
our lives and into our world. 
 

• So, as we cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 

• We are able to live (to walk) righteously, loving our neighbor as ourselves... 

• And then for emphasis Paul adds… 
 
Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual 
immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. (Romans 13:13) 
 

• It’s daytime, put on the armor of light and cast off the works of darkness… 

• First, there must be no orgies and drunkenness. 

• When these words are used together, they picture a selfish drunken individuals having a so-called 
“good time.”  
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• Caring only for himself and his “needs” 

• Not caring about others in his society.  

• The Christian who wants to love must set aside such selfish and harmful practices. 
 

• Second, there is to be no sexual immorality and sensuality.  

• Sexual immorality is a Greek word which can simply be translated, "bed,"  

• and the word rendered "sensuality" is one of the ugliest words in the Greek language,  

• It describes one who is not only given to immorality but is incapable of feeling shame.  

• He or she is a user of people for their own pleasures. 

• The Christian who wants to love must understand that one cannot both love people and live for 
their own sexual (or any other worldly) pleasures. 
 

• The third specific is to abstain from quarreling and jealousy.  

• This phrase describes someone who cannot stand being wrong or second best. 

• It describes a person who begrudges others their success and position. 

• And seeks therefore to put them down, to put them in their place. 

• Paul is saying that such behavior must not exist in a heart which truly loves a neighbor. 
 

• Now you may be thinking, I’m so glad this list of sins does not describe my behavior. 

• Two things I would say to that… 

• First, May none of us be so naive as to think any of this does not apply to us. 

• Without the power of God at work in our lives all of us are susceptible to these and many other 
sins… 
 

• In fact, these evils are the precise reason there is too little love in the Church and in the world.  

• And these evils can creep into our lives if we are not seeking (in the power of the Spirit) to walk 
righteously. 

• So first, don’t think this does not apply to you… 
 

• And second, these are only examples of the sin that can keep us from loving others. 

• Notice that all of them (like all sin) are selfish in nature. 

• They are seeking to meet our personal physical or emotional needs. 

• And there are so many more “lesser” sins that can do the same. 

• Gossip, lying, covetousness to name a few. 
 

• We must seek to walk righteously and what that means is we shift our focus off ourselves. 

• Focusing instead on God the giver of righteousness and other people who God calls us to love as 
ourselves… 
 

• So, in order to love our neighbor as ourselves we are to Wake up, we are to Walk Righteously and 
finally and most importantly we are to… 
 

3. Wear Christ (14) 
 

• Now that might sound a little crass, but it does sum up what Paul tells us in verse 14 
 
But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
(Romans 13:14) 
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• Here the command is to put on Christ,  

• Or as the NIV put is “to clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ” 

• Wear Christ. 
 

• Now from one perspective we are already wearing Christ. 

• In Galatians 3:27 Paul writes...  
 
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  
(Galatians 3:27) 
 

• When we trust in Christ when we (as baptism symbolizes) die to self and are raised to a new life in 
Christ. 

• We have already put on Christ.  

• We are already legally righteous before God.  

• We are legally “in him,” “covered with him.”  

• We’ve seen and discussed this truth throughout the book of Romans.  
 

• But here in Romans 13 Paul is speaking not legally but practically… 

• He is speaking of the practical day-to-day, repeated putting on of Christ.  

• We are to embrace him again and again and again. 
 

• Making no provision for the flesh, never seeking to gratify our past sinful worldly desires 

• The night has gone, the day has come so live in the light not in the darkness… 
 

• This is much like Romans 6, in which we are told:  

• You are dead to sin and then told, now act dead to sin!  

• Become who God has already declared you to be. 

• Put on Christ… 
 

• Ray Stedman gives this illustration: 

• When I get up in the morning I put on my clothes, intending them to be part of me all day, to go 
where I go and do what I do.  

• They cover me and make me presentable to others.  

• That is the purpose of clothes.  

• In the same way, the apostle is saying to us,  

• "Put on Jesus Christ when you get up in the morning.  

• Make him a part of your life that day.  

• Intend that he go with you everywhere you go, and that he act through you in everything you do.  

• Call upon his resources.  

• Live your life IN CHRIST." 
 

• Paul emphasizes that it is "the Lord Jesus Christ" that we put on.  

• We bow to his Lordship.  

• He is King of all or he is not King at all.  
 

• This is where we gain the capacity to love.  

• Loving on this level comes from the negative - putting off the deeds of darkness,  
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• and the positive - putting on Jesus Christ day by day.  

• We must constantly do this. 
 

• One final point… 

• It is only when we put on the Lord Jesus Christ that we Can love our neighbor has ourselves. 

• Our ability to love comes from Him.  

• 1 John 4:19 says,  
 
We love because he first loved us. (1 John 4:19) 
 

• And Paul writes in Romans 5:5… 
 
…God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to 
us. (Romans 5:5) 
 

• And the love we receive from God through the Holy Spirit is the love that we are able to… 

• Love both God and our neighbors with…  

• His great love is the source and motivation of our love. 
 

• This principle was dramatically illustrated on the human level in the life of Kathryn Lawes. 

• When Louis Lawes became warden of Sing Sing Prison in 1920, the inmates existed in wretched 
conditions.  

• This led him to introduce humanitarian reforms.  

• He gave much of the credit to his wife, Kathryn, however, who always treated the prisoners as 
human beings.  

• She would often take her three children and sit with the gangsters, the murderers, and the 
racketeers while they played basketball and baseball.  

• Then in 1937, Kathryn was killed in a car accident.  

• The next day her body lay in a casket in a house about a quarter of a mile from the institution.  

• When the acting warden found hundreds of prisoners crowded around the main entrance, he 
knew what they wanted.  

• Opening the gate, he said, "Men, I'm going to trust you. You can go to the house."  

• No count was taken; no guards posted.  

• Yet not one man was missing that night.  

• Love for one who had loved them made them dependable. 
 

• Of course, this should be infinitely more true in relation to God's love for and through us.  

• God's sacrifice for us, his love and mercy lavished upon us, ought to make us completely 
dependable in our showing love to the world. 

• How wonderful it would be if the majority of the Church began to do this.  

• Surely such love would be so amazing that it would engulf whole continents.  
 

• A second-century critic of Christianity said: 
 
Assuredly this confederacy should be rooted out and execrated for they know one another by 
secret marks and signs and they love one another almost before they know one another. 
Promiscuously they call one another brother and sister. 
 

• May God help us to love like that. 
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• May God help us to Wake Up,  

• To Know our time is limited and to live as ambassadors of Christ’s Love. 

• Walking Righteously in this world,  

• living a righteous life that results in loving our neighbors as ourselves. 
 

• And Wearing Christ, living the reality of being in Christ. 

• Christ who by his Spirit empowers us to love others. 
 

• And as Sean comes to lead us in communion, I would ask that you join me in prayer. 

• That as we see the extent of Christ’s love for us symbolized in the bread and cup of communion. 

• That we would be motivated and empowered to love those around us in new and powerful ways. 

• Ways that point not to us but to the one we represent in this world, Jesus Christ. 

• Prayer…  
 


