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Romans 13:1-7 (Week 97) 
08/23/2020 

Submission the State – Part IV 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
Introduction & Review  
 

• Today we come to our final week looking at Romans 13:1-7. 

• A passage written to instruct Christians in how we are to relate to Governing Authorities,  

• To Rulers to The State. 

• And over the past three weeks we’ve explored several themes contained in this passage. 
 

• We saw that our default (normal, standard) relationship to the state is one of Submission. 
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. (Romans 13:1) 
 

• And the reason for that that submission is because all authority (including governing authority) 
comes from God… 

For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 
(Romans 13:1) 
 

• And God uses governing authorities for our good. 
for he is God's servant for your good… (Romans 13:4) 

• At least one purpose for the state is to maintain society in such a way that we all can function 
together in a mostly secure environment. 

• Those are the primary themes we talked about. 
 

• And along with those themes we asked and sought to answers to number of questions that this 
passage raises. 

• We began by asking why Paul wrote about our submission to the state. 

• And the answers included. 

• First, to inform Christians, who are citizens of heaven and are called not to conform to this world, 
how to relate to the world’s governing authorities. 
 

• Second, Paul wrote to inform Christians, who are called not to repay evil with evil, at least one 
way God deals with evil in this world. 

• Verse 4 continues... 
for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the 
sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the 
wrongdoer. (Romans 13:4) 

• One-way God deal with the evil in this world is through the state. 
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• And then third, Paul wrote to inform Christians that yes,  

• just as Jesus said, “we do need to pay taxes.” 

• And we are to treat the governing authorities with respect and honor. 

• Verse 7. 
Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is 
owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. (Romans 13:7) 

• So those are the three reason that Paul addresses this topic. 

• We also asked does this passage apply to evil states. 

• Do we have to submit to bad as well as good government? 

• And the answer we saw, based on Romans 13:1-7 and other Scripture is yes. 

• One example was Pilate, the man who ordered Jesus crucified, was a bad authority,  

• and Jesus said to his face in John 19:11,  
You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above… 
(John 19:11) 

• So yes, we must submit, even to evil state. 
  

• Then flowing from that, the final question we asked was… 

• Are there any limitations on our submission to the state? 

• Is our submission absolute. 

• And from hints in the text and direct evidence from other passages of Scripture we determined 
that there are two categories where submission is not required and in fact should not take place. 
 

• First, we determined that we must not submit to the state if the state is commanding us to do 
something God forbids or to not do something God commands. 

• That is:  
…We must obey God rather than men. (Acts 5:29) 

• And second, we also determined that there may be times when for the greater good. 

• That based on our God directed, Biblically informed conscience. 

• For justice, love and mercy that we must disobey the law of the land. 

• This came under the heading of civil disobedience.  
 

• So that’s a quick review of what we’ve covered so far… 
 

• Now today in the final part of this series on Submission to the State. 

• We’re going to focus specifically on how Romans 13:1-7 relates to us as Americans. 

• There are really two questions I want to ask and answer… 
 

• First, what does this passage have to say about submission to people who live in a democracy. 

• People who, in a certain sense, are the government? 

• And second, what does this passage teach us about Christian (about our) involvement with the 
processes of government in America? 
 

• So those are the big questions we will look at today. 

• And I certainly will not answer them fully. 

• But my goal and prayer is really to help us begin to think through what it means for us, as 
Christians and Americans to relate to our government. 
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• But before we do that,  

• Before we answer those two questions. 

• I want to reinforce something we’ve talked about over the past three weeks. 

• But I want to make it explicit for our context as Americans. 

• I want us to understand… 

1. Our Citizenship as Christian Americans 

• And yes we are citizens of the USA. 

• Which gives us many rights, privileges and responsibilities. 

• But our first loyalty must be to God. 

• Now some people make the mistake of thinking that God and Country (at least the USA) go 
together. 
 

• But that is not the case. 

• I believe the United States of America is a great country. 

• And in this fallen world, Democracy is probably the best form of government we have.  

• But be assured The USA has never been a Christian nation... 
 

• We see it even in the Declaration of Independence from Great Britain,  

• (which some said violated Romans 13:1-7)  

• The Declaration of Independence begins… 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness.—That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, 
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed,—That whenever any Form of 
Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to 
abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and 
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and 
Happiness. 

• Where do these thoughts, ideas come from? 

• Yes, the Creator is mentioned… 

• But this declaration does not reflect the clearest teaching in Scripture regarding the origin and 
purpose of government. 

• That is Romans 13:1-7 which we have seen is very God centered… 

• It clearly teaches that all governmental authority comes from God and is instituted by God… 
 

• Whereas the Declaration of Independence is rooted in the man-centered ideas of Thomas 
Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and others. 

• These men were what some have called “Christian Deists.” 

• They believed in a Supreme being (a creator God),  

• They believed in the moral teachings of the Bible. 

• but they did not believe in the supernatural or the deity of Christ. 

• They did not believe that God intervenes in the affairs of men. 
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• And this man-centered Deism is reflected in the Declaration of Independence…. 

• Yes, our rights come from the Creator. 

• But “Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the 
governed.”  

• Again, Romans 13 says that governments derive their just powers from God.  

• So, my point is just to make sure we are clear that… 

• Even from the founding of this country,  

• being an American was never synonymous with being a Christian. 
 

• And for the Christian our primary loyalty must not be to a nation but to God. 

• The apostle Paul, who wrote Romans 13, also made it very clear that Christians are not first 
citizens of any human nation but citizens of the kingdom of God.  

• We have seen that in Philippians 3:20 he wrote, 
But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
(Philippians 3:20) 

• And in Colossians 3:2-3 he wrote, 
Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. (Colossians 3:2-3) 

• The affairs of this world (of our nation) must take a back seat to affairs of heaven (of eternity) 

• And in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20  
…You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. (1 
Corinthians 6:19-20) 

• We do not have ownership rights over ourselves,  

• those belong to God who created us and purchased us through the blood his Son, Jesus Christ. 

• So our primary loyalty must be to God above all others, all nations. 

• Our primary function (our chief end) is not to submit to the state but to Glorify God! 

• Therefore, the Apostle Peter writes,  
Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, 
which wage war against your soul. (1 Peter 2:11) 

• Those words sojourners and exiles are similar,  

• they mean we are aliens, strangers in a foreign land. 

• So Christian, for you and me this world (the USA) in not our home. 

• We are quite literally just passing through headed for a heavenly home.  

• Where Jesus Christ will reign supreme throughout all eternity. 
 

• And so again, given that we are first citizens of heaven… 

• Why do we submit to human worldly authority? 

• Because a higher authority, the highest authority… 

• Our King and Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, tells us to submit.  

• Jesus Christ is our king, and no human authority is above him.  
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• That’s why Peter says in 1 Peter 2:13,  
Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution… (1 Peter 2:13) 

• We submit to human institution for Christ’s sake,  

• in obedience to him and for his glory. 

• So as we look at the implications of Romans 13 for us as American Citizens. 

• We need to keep the big picture in mind.  

• We are first citizens of heaven; we are members of God’s Kingdom. 

• And we submit to human governing authorities because our King, Jesus tells us to. 

• As His representatives in this world, for his glory and our good…  

• Jesus Christ commands us to submit to earthly governing authorities. 
 

• And that takes us to the first question I wanted to look at… 

• What does Romans 13:1-7 say about submission to people who live in a democracy? 

• To people who are, in a certain sense, the government? 

• To people who live in a country that is governed by the people for the people. 

• That’s our second point… 

2. Our Submission as Christian Americans 

• Again, in Romans 13:1-2 we read… 

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from 
God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the 
authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 
(Romans 13:1-2) 

• Paul makes an absolute statement here,  

• there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 

• So, it’s clear that it doesn’t matter whether a government exists because a king has appointed his 
son to rule,  

• or a tribal chief has defeated his rivals,  

• or a people have voted for their candidate 

• all authority is there because God put it there.  

• There is no authority except from God. 

• And again, we know that includes even bad (or evil) authority… 

• So, it doesn’t matter what human means brought the authority to power,  

• and it doesn’t matter whether the power itself is just or unjust 

• this text says that God is behind all governing authority  

• and that our default position is submission to that governing authority. 
 

• And so, as Americans we must submit to the governing authorities. 

• The fact that we the people put these authorities in place does not mean we are exempt from our 
submission to them. 
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• Now the question comes, in the United states of America what or who is the authority that we are 
to submit to? 

• What or who is the authority that we the people put into place? 
 

• And there are really two answers to that questions. 

• Our first and primary authority in not a person but a document. 

• So, let’s look at our… 

A. Submission to the Constitution 

• The people (the founders) established the Constitution, 

• which is the foundational, the authority, of our nation and government.  

• the Constitution begins, 

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, 
insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, 
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish 
this Constitution for the United States of America. 

• So, people ordained and established the Constitution which now governs this country.  

• Therefore, in America, submission to “governing authority” is first submission to the constitution. 
 

• Now this has significant implications for the way the Constitution is interpreted and applied. 

• In one of his sermons on the passage, John Piper puts it this way… 

The constitution (or a contract or a lease or a statute or a Bible) cannot have authority over us 
if we can make it mean whatever we want it to mean. In other words, if you don’t believe that 
there are objective, original intentions of the authors of the Constitution that define and 
control its meaning, then you will give to it your own meaning, and that is the opposite of 
submission to it. (John Piper) 

• Piper mentions the Bible as an example. 

• And one of the key principles for understanding the Bible. 

• For knowing how to apply it, how to submit to it is by understanding what the original authors, 
inspired by the Holy Spirit intended with they wrote the 66 books of the Bible. 

• Otherwise we can make the Bible say whatever we want it to say. 
 

• And the same thing is true about contracts or Our constitution. 

• Not that they are inspired by God, but to know how to rightly apply and submit to their authority. 

• We must understand what the original authors intended. 
 

• And that may seem obvious to some, but it continues to be an issue in our country. 

• One of the main topics of discussion when Supreme Court Judges are appointed is how they will 
interpret the constitution. 

• Will their interpretation be based on the authors original intentions, meaning. 

• Or does the meaning change, based on current cultural norms or standards. 
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• And what seems clear to me is that implied in Romans 13:1-7 is that submission to the governing 
authorities would necessitate interpreting the constitution based on the authors original meaning. 

• Otherwise the constitution does not have the authority, instead those who interpret it do.  
  

• Now our constitution does take into account the fact that things change. 

• That the authors could not have foreseen the future. 

• And that it is not a perfect document, it is not inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
 

• So, the constitution itself allows for change, not through interpreting it based on current culture. 

• But by going through a process of amending (changing or adding to) the constitution. 

• And so far this has happened 27 times (our constitution has 27 amendments) 

• Including the first 10 which we call the Bill of Rights. 
 

• So first as Christians, responsible to obey Romans 13:1-7,  

• we are to submit to foundational governing authority of the United States Constitution that we the 
people put into place. 

• And it seems to me that we should seek to elect officials who will appoint Judges that submit their 
thoughts and ideas and biases to the constitution  

• Instead of seeking to make the constitution submit to them. 
 

• So that’s the first area of submission in the context of America. 

• We submission to the Constitution. 

• Then second, there is… 

B. Submission to Civil Authority 

• Which includes elected officials like the President and Vice President and Senators and 
Representatives who we put in place with our vote.  

• These leaders are sworn to uphold the Constitution and so are a secondary authority in America.  

• And then there are state, county and city civil authorities and so on.  

• Some elected some appointed or hired by those we elect… 
  

• All of these are “civil, governing authorities” in the sense of Romans 13:1. 

• And they must be submitted to… 

• AND this is key, whether you voted for them or not. 
 

• There’s a lot of talk out there about how divided our country is  

• and that certainly seems to be the case. 

• I’ve heard that in the upcoming Presidential election that no matter who wins it will cause great 
turmoil in the nation. 
 

• That one side will refuse to acknowledge, respect, follow the President. 

• Well as Christians that is not an option for us… 

• If you vote for President Trump and former Vice President Biden is elected,  

• you must submit to Biden. 

• And if you vote for Biden and Trump is elected you must submit to Trump.  

• Not to mention showing honor and reverence to the winner. 
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• The point then is, that our being the means God uses to put people in office does not make them 
any less a “governing authority.”  

• Whether you vote for them or not, you must submit to them. 

• To their government, to the laws they enact.  
 

• So, submission in the context of American means that even in a democratic, constitutional 
republic like ours there is real governing authority and there should be real submission. 
 

• However, being a part of a democratic, constitutional republic like ours means that we can and 
should be part of the government we are called to submit to… 

• We can and should seek to influence the governing authorities. 

• So yes, there is submission in the context of America. 

• Which is true in any state… 

• But there is also, 

3.  Our Involvement as Christian Americans 

• Which is not true of every government. 

• Now why do I say we should be involved in influencing the governing authorities. 

• What is this based on? 

• Well I believe it… 

A. Is Predicated on Moral Law 

• I think this is implied in Romans 13:3–4. 

• Notice the words “good” and “bad” as I read and how the government does not define them but 
rewards and punishes them or should! 

For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who 
is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, for he is God's 
servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. 
For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. 
(Romans 13:3-4) 

• These verses imply that there is such a thing as good and bad, right and wrong.  

• These are objective realities defined by God, not by government and not by vote.  

• They are what I (and others) would call the moral law.  
 

• Paul says that governments should reward what is good and right and should punish what is bad 
and wrong.  

• The moral law is beneath and above the governing authorities because God is beneath and above 
the governing authorities.’ 

• And the universality of the moral law (good and bad, right and wrong) is what makes it possible for 
a diverse society to agree on enough things to hold the nation together. 

• Now, as we know from history, there is no guarantee a nation will hold together because there are 
always forces to work against the moral law.  

• But it’s possible.  
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• The reason it’s possible is that in some measure the moral law is written on every human heart.  

• Paul says in Romans 2:15,  

They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears 
witness. (Romans 2:15) 

• So to a certain extent, right and wrong, good and bad, can be seen by both Christian and non-
Christians.  
 

• God, in his great mercy, what many call common grace, makes at least some of his moral law 
seen by all people.  

• This is why it’s possible even in a very diverse society for citizens and legislators to come to some 
agreement on what is good for the nation. what is often called the “common good.” 
  

• And we should be grateful for this.  

• No nation can hold together without this common understanding and application of moral law. 
 

• As Romans 13 says, it is the function of government to protect the good and punish the bad;  

• And it is our common understanding of what is good and what is bad that makes some agreement 
possible in a diverse society  

• It is our common understanding of moral law that can hold a nation together. 
 

• But this common understanding of moral law is not guaranteed. 

• The Prophet Isaiah warned… 

Woe to those who call evil good and good evil… (Isaiah 5:20) 

• There have been and always will be those who call evil good and good evil. 

• But when the common understanding of good and evil breaks down in a society,  

• as it seems to increasingly be happening in our society that,  

• the stability of the nation is endangered. 
 

• And therefore, as Christians, living in a democracy, where we the people are the government… 

• it seems to me that we have at least two responsibilities… 

• And the first responsibility… 

B. Is to Promote Moral Law 

• The verse just prior to Romans 13:1-7 is Romans 12:21. 

• Leading into his instructions for submitting to the government. 

• Paul says…  

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:21) 

• And we already looked at this verse in personal terms. 

• When someone seeks to do evil to you do not be overcome and seek to repay them evil for evil. 

• Instead overcome evil with good, seek the good of those who do evil to you. 

• We got that in Chapter 12. 
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• But I think there is a word here for us in terms of how we related to government. 

• Don’t be overcome by evil in the government, 

• As evil laws and leaders creep in don’t let them get you down. 

• Instead seek to overcome evil with good. 

• Promote, stand up for what is good and right and just. 

• Promote moral law. 

• This speaks to our Political Involvement. 

• Christians have access to God’s law in a more clear and authoritative way in the Bible,  

• and we should shape our political convictions and actions by what we read there. 
 

• We should use the Bible to guide us in what behaviors we seek to put into law. 

• And by that I don’t mean we seek to promote Christian religious laws. 

• Like, everyone must go to church on Sunday. 

• Everyone must read their Bible. 

• Everyone must pray only to the God of the Bible. 

• That is not what we are talking about, in fact  

• One of the most important teachings of the Bible on public life is that Christians do not use force to 
advance the kingdom of Christ.  

• Jesus said to Pilate, when he asked if he was a king,  

My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have 
been fighting. (John 18:36)  

• The kingdom of God in this age is established by one decisive means: faith in Christ.  

• And does not come by force or by legislation… 

faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ (Romans 10:17) 

• Faith cannot be coerced by political means.  

• It is awakened by the word.  

• Therefore, preaching and teaching the word of God are the most precious freedoms that 
Christians have in this world. 
 

• Freedom to preach, to teach, to publish, to assemble for worship,  

• these convictions flow from the essence of the Christian faith.  

• Therefore, we protect them for all… 

• As Christians we should be on the front lines promoting freedom of religion for all. 

• And along with freedom of religion… 

• I would say we should also promote behaviors revealed in Scripture as essential to the common 
good,  

• essential to the survival of a society.  
 

• We should seek to promote legislation and vote for political candidates (governing authorities) that 
we believe will promote Biblical Moral Law…. 

• Whether that means enacting new legislation that promotes moral law. 
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• Or the repeal of current legislation that work against moral law. 
 

• From my perspective, examples of this would include…  

• The moral law of marriage being between a man and a woman. 

• The moral law of the sanctity of life even before it is born. 

• The moral law of the equality of all people regardless of race religion or sex. 

• The moral law of protecting the environment. 

• These are just a few of the more controversial examples… 
 

• And they are my examples, you may have others. 

• And I realize that the extent of these laws and how they are implemented may differ. 
 

• My point however is that we, as Christians, for the common good… 

• We should use the Bible to guide us in determining the moral laws that we should promote.  

• Then finally and possibly most importantly, our involvement in government should include… 

C. It to Pray for Governing Authorities 

• Now this should be a no brainer… 

• Because if we’re being commanded to… 

…be subject to the governing authorities. (Romans 13:1) 

• Then for our own good we should be praying for these governing authorities. 

• That’s what Paul encourages Timothy to do… 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made 
for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and 
quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

• We need to pray for kings and all who are in high positions… 

• Why, so we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 

• We need to pray for our governing officials, so they don’t start causing us a bunch of trouble. 
 

• So let me close with a few suggestions on how to pray for our governing authorities… 

• Pray that God would institute governing authorities that have a positive view of religion, Christians, 
and Biblical Moral Law. 

• Pray that they would promote moral law. 

• Pray that God would give wisdom and insight to our governing authorities as they lead us into the 
future. 

• Pray specifically that they would have wisdom and courage in dealing with our current trouble, 
fires, protests, covid-19 and more. 

• Pray that God would draw these governing authorities to himself, that they might not only lead with 
a new heart but will experience salvation and eternal life.  
 

• Let’s Pray together 


