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Romans 12:9b (Week 86) 
05/24/2020 

Good and Evil 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This was meant to be spoken. 
 
S1 - Introduction & Review 
 

• Life is filled with contrasts. 

• And recently I was reminded of that in a powerful way. 

• As Tom mentioned in his message to us last week…  

• and as we have all been experiencing… 

• The world is currently filled with great loss.. 

• There is always loss, but it is certainly amplified right now. 

• With loss of life, loss of freedoms, loss of income, loss of human contact, and the list goes on 
 

• But this past week, in the midst of this tragic loss I experienced great gain. 

• As I held my new Grandson Jonathan in my arms, 

• As I thanked God for this new life and for the joy, he will bring to so many. 

• And as I later reflected on that experience. 
 

• I realized in a new way the contrasting nature of our world. 

• Our world is filled with opposites… 

• There is Loss and Gain 

• Death and Life 

• Day and Night 

• Darkness and Light 

• Joy and Sorrow 

• Pleasure and Pain 

• Love and Hate and so many more. 

• Including the one we will be focusing on today. 

• Our world, our lives, includes both Good and Evil. 
 

• And today I want us, hopefully in a deeper way, to not only understand what Good and Evil truly 
are. 

• But to know how we, as believers in Jesus Christ, are to respond to their existence in our  world 
and in our lives.  

• Or put simply. 

• I want us to understand and obey the practical loving instruction the Apostle Paul gives in the 
second part of Romans 12:9 

 
S2 - Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. (Romans 12:9) 
 

• Now to understand and apply these two instructions,  

• we need to be reminded of the first instruction given in Romans 12:9. 

• We looked at this two weeks ago, Paul writes… 
 
S3 - Let love be genuine. (Romans 12:9a) 



2 

 

• We saw that genuine or unhypocritical love reflects the love of God. 

• It’s a giving unselfish love. 

• It has the best interest of others at heart. 

• It’s not swayed by circumstances.  

• It keeps loving even if not reciprocated. 

• It’s not concerned with what it will receive in return.  

• It acts with patience, kindness, and humility. 
 

• And it’s a heartfelt emotion. 

• Genuine love is an internal emotion that results in external loving actions. 
 

• And finally, we saw that genuine love is a work God’s Spirit in our lives. 

• The fruit of the Spirit is Love… 

• And as John wrote. 
 

S4 - We love because he first loved us. (1 John 4:19) 
 

• Our love for God and others is a direct result of God’s work of love in our lives. 

• How can we who’ve received the gracious, merciful, undeserved, unearned love of God not (in 
God’s power) experience genuine love for others? 
 

• And in Romans 12:9 and following Paul is instructing us on what that love for others looks like. 

• That when it comes to our relationships with other people the overarching principle that God wants 
us to follow is to…Let your love be genuine. 

 

• And then what follows in Romans 12:9-21 can be thought of in terms of instruction on how to 
genuinely love those in the Church and in the world? 

• What we will see is Genuine Love in action. 

• And this includes the commands to Abhorring what is evil and holding fast to what is good. 
 

• But before we get to those command. 

• We need to provide a foundation for what that actually mean. 

• And to do that we must answer… 
 
S5 – 1. Two Preliminary Questions: 
 

• And the first one is… 
 

A. What and Who is Evil? 
 

• Now this is a huge question. 

• There are books and philosophies that seek to explain or even explain away evil. 

• So, our answer here will not necessarily be complete.  
 

• But if we’re to abhor evil, then we need to know, from a Biblical perspective, what it is, right? 

• Now the Greek word itself sometimes refers to general things that cause harm like disaster, 
calamity, or disease. 

• So, in one sense COVID-19 can be thought of as evil. 
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• But the main way this word is used in the New Testament involves moral wrongs. 

• Things or people that are bad, wicked, sinful. 

• And I think we get that. 
 

• When we use the word evil we’re thinking of terrible wicked sinful things. 

• The atrocities of war, the injustice of slavery, crimes against children. 

• Murder, rape, etc… those are evil actions. 

• And those who commit these actions are evil people. 
 

• We should, however, recognize that humanity is not always the best judge of evil. 

• What I mean by that is throughout history different societies, cultures have defined some things as 
evil while others have not. 

• Even in the examples I used above, of atrocities of war, slavery, murder and rape. 

• There have been human societies that have justified all of these actions. 

• Now I’m not saying that any of these actions are justifiable. 

• In fact, I would say they are not and never have been. 

• But what I am saying is that humanities definition of evil is a moving target. 

• What’s evil today may not be evil tomorrow and visa versa. 
 

• Maybe a silly example can be seen in one of my areas of expertise… 

• Comic Books.  

• When Superman first came on the scene in the late 30s and early 40s his Nemesis Lex Luthor 
was an Evil Mad Scientist. 

• And Luthor was not alone, the Evil Mad Scientist as a very popular villain. 
 

• But over the years, as Science became the go to for understanding our world. 

• As Scientist became the ones we looked to for our answers. 

• Lex Luthor morphed from an Evil Mad Scientist to and Evil Mad Businessman. 

• This probably reflects our societies changing views of capitalism. 
 

• Now again, my point is not that scientist or capitalist are evil. 

• My point is the world’s definition, what we think of as evil, is changing and therefore should be 
suspect. 
 

• Even today our country is divided on what we call evil and what we don’t. 

• One example is the issue of abortion. 

• While some call it murders and therefore evil. 

• Others including the current laws of the land defend it as a right. 
 

• So, what I am recommending is that we do not look to our world, or even our own human 
understanding, for the definition of evil. 

• Do not be conformed to the world… 

• But instead let’s have our mind renewed and be transformed as we look to the word of God for a 
better understanding of evil. 
 

• And let’s begin with Satan Himself. 

• The one that is referred to throughout the New Testament as “the evil one” 
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• For example in John 17:15 Jesus, praying for his disciples says.. 
 
S6 – I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one.  
(John 17:15) 
 

• Now there is no real controversy here. 

• When we use the word evil, Satan is first on the list. 

• But sometimes our list stops there or not far beyond. 

• When we use the word evil, we’re rightly referring to the worst actions and people. 
 

• Because we tend to think in terms of degrees. 

• Well that was a sinful, but it wasn’t really evil. 

• Well that person does some bad things, but they’re not really evil. 

• We each have our own ranking system,  

• It goes from that wasn’t so bad to that was totally evil. 

• We reserve the word evil for the worst of the worst. 
 

• However, the Bible has no ranking system. 

• There are actually only two categories, Good and Evil. 
 

• From the beginning and throughout Scripture evil is contrasted with good. 

• Remember the first command given to Adam. 

• The command that he would soon violate. 
 
S7 – And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the 
garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that 
you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:16-17) 
 

• Prior to the fall, all Adam and Eve knew was good. 

• But when they disobeyed God, with the simple act of eating a piece of fruit. 

• When they chose to not hold fast to what was good. 

• They knew, they experienced evil. 
 

• And so, the Bible does not offer us a ranking system for our thoughts and actions. 

• It offers us two choices,  

• A deed, a person is either good or evil.  

• In Luke 6:45 Jesus says. 
 
S8 – The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil 
person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth 
speaks. (Luke 6:45) 
 

• Notice again the contrast is between good and evil, There isn’t a third choice  

• Jesus doesn’t add, “The neutral person out of his neutral treasure produces neutral” 

• Jesus tells us that people are either good or evil,  

• And that the result of inner goodness or inner evil is outward goodness or outward evil.  

• Now you may think that I am oversimplifying,  

• and that’s okay for now because we haven’t come to a full understanding of evil yet. 
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• Because the only way to do that is to contrast evil with good. 

• So, we have to jump to our second question before we fully answer our first. 

• And the second obvious question is … 
 
S9 –  A. What and Who is Good? 
 

• That word good, in the Greek means good. 

• To be of benefit, pleasant, agreeable, joyful, upright. 
 

• And we as human beings like to think of ourselves as good people. 

• We say things like, I am, or he is or she is a good person. 

• Now most of us know that no-one is perfect. 

• So, what we mean is that we believe, from our external, mostly pleasant agreeable upright actions 
that we are basically good.   

• There is more good in them than bad. 
 

• However, our need for ourselves & others to be seen as good is in sharp contrast to God’s word. 

• In Romans 3 quoting from Psalm 14 Paul writes…  
 

S10 – as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for 
God. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not 
even one.” (Romans 3:10-12) 
 

• Or just a few verses later Paul writes these famous words… 
 
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, (Romans 3:23) 
 

• So, from these and other passages it is clear that God’s word does not call us good people. 

• We are not righteous, we do not seek God, we do not do good. 

• Therefore, we are not good, we are sinners. 

• And with no neutral category, that means we are evil. 
 

• Now that’s the bad news! 

• But before we can get to the good news. 

• We need to return to the question of What is Good? 

• Or really Who is Good? 

• Because the answer is certainly not ME! 

• But I think Jesus, in Mark 10:17-18 provides us with the clearest answer. 
 
S11 – And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and asked 
him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  
 

• First notice that the man is seeking Jesus for answers. 

• And he calls him Good (same word) teacher. 

• This man has seen Jesus’ outward actions and judges him to be a good person.  
 
And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. (Mark 
10:17-18) 
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• Now Jesus is not saying that he is not good, 

• He is just questioning the basis of the man’s judgement. 

• What’s the reason you are calling me good? 

• Do you know what you are saying, do you know that “No one is good except God alone.” 
 

• Now that is extremely clear. 

• What is Good? Who is Good?  

• Not you, not me, not anyone, God alone is good. 
 

• And with that I think we have enough information to answer both of our preliminary questions. 

• What/Who is Good? 

• God alone. 

• Which would include everything about God and everything that flows from God. 

• God’s will, God’s purposes, God’s Word, God’s Character all Good. 

• His righteousness, holiness, justice, mercy, love, kindness, grace, wrath all Good. 
 

• As the saying goes God is Good – All the Time. 

• And we can add, in all ways. 

• Everything about God is Good. 

• He is the definition of Good. 

• He is the standard of what is Good and what is not. 
 

• So now we can answer the first question, What and Who is Evil. 

• Evil is everything that’s not of God. 

• Everything that goes against God’s will, purposes, word, character. 
 

• And according to Romans Chapter 3 which states… 

• No one seeks for God, no one does God. 

• All have sinned and fallen short of God’s Glory. 

• All fall short of God’s glorious goodness. 
 

• And therefore, with only two categories, by definition all people are evil. 

• You are evil, I am evil. 

• And that is very bad news, because as Paul wrote in Romans 2:9… 
 
S12 – There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil… (Romans 
2:9) 
 

• Now in the past you could have read this verse and thought…  

• this doesn’t apply to me because I am a good person,  

• According to my scale, I don’t do evil. 
 

• But now that we understand what goodness and evil are, we know that this applies to us all. 

• As a human being who sins and falls short of the glory of God. 

• all I have to look forward to is tribulation and distress. 
 

• And that does not sound good. 

• Again, that is the bad (evil) news… 

• But (Pun intended) … what about the good news? 
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• And that brings us to our second point. 
 
S13 – 2. One Powerful Truth 
 

• This powerful truth is quite appropriately called the Gospel. 

• Gospel meaning Good News. 

• The bad news says, that you are evil and have nothing to look forward to but tribulation and 
distress. 

• But the gospel changes that completely. 

• In 1 John 3:8 the good news is this… 
 

S14 – The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil (the evil one). 
(1 John 3:8) 
 

• Now, when we think of the gospel and reasons for Christ’s coming,  

• our salvation usually tops the list. 

• We believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross to save sinners. 

• To offer himself as a sacrifice for our sins. 

• And that is absolutely true, Jesus also said, 
 
S15 – For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost. (Luke 19:10) 
 

• But along with saving us, or as part of saving us, Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil. 

• Now what does that mean? 

• Because If you look at A.D. History,  

• history after the coming, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ,  

• And if you look at the current state of our world,  

• it doesn’t seem that the works of the devil are destroyed. 

• It seems like evil has been and continues to be alive and well. 
 

• Now some have pointed to this verse as a promise that will not be fulfilled until Christ’s second 
coming,  

• At that time Jesus will remove Satan from the world, thus completely destroying his works. 

• And that may be the final fulfilment. 
 

• But the immediate and continual destruction of Satan’s works take place all around us. 

• Not in the world but in the lives of those who trust in Jesus Christ. 
 

• The good news is that when you come to Christ, you are not only saved,  

• but Jesus destroys the evil works of Satan in your life.   

• Paul puts it this way in his letter to the church in Colossi 

• Speaking to the church, to those who have trusted in Jesus Christ he writes… 
 
S16 – And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds,  
 

• You and I and all people were once alienated and hostile in mind towards God, towards the things 
of God, towards Good. 

• Our lives were characterized by evil deeds, deeds that were not part of God’s plan, purposes or 
will. 
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• But God… But Jesus Christ… 
 
he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and 
blameless and above reproach before him, (Colossians 1:21-22) 
 

• In his body of flesh (on the cross) by his sacrificial death, 

• Jesus has destroyed sin, the evil deeds, the works of Satan in our lives. 

• And because of that we can now be reconciled, brought into relationship with God. 

• In Christ we can now be presented holy and blameless and above reproach before God. 

• In Christ and through Christ we are no longer evil 

• We have switched categories, in Christ we move from the evil category to the good category. 

• In Christ, because of Christ, through Christ. 

• We are good people. 

• Because… 
 
S17 – He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of 
his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:13-14) 
 

• Again, we see the two categories. 

• Those who are evil, those who have not trusted in Jesus Christ, those who are not in Christ. 

• That’s where we all were at one time. 
 

• But God has delivered us from that domain of darkness, the dominion of evil. 

• And transferred us to the kingdom of Christ. 

• And in Christ we have redemption, our ransom, our debt because of our evil deeds has been paid. 

• And we receive forgiveness for our sins.  
 

• And therefore, if you have trusted in Christ, the good news is that you are a good person. 

• Not because of who you are or anything you did, but in spite of those things. 

• In spite of the fact that you and I were once evil people. 

• People who were in rebellion against God, against all that is Good. 

• In spite of that, because of His great Love and Grace and Mercy, 

• God has seen fit to declare and empowered us to be good people. 
 

• And what that means is that (in Christ) in the power of God’s Spirit, we can now obey Romans 
12:9. 

• And that brings us to our third and final point. 
 
S18 – 3. Two Personal Applications 
 

• Now the two personal applications, the practical instruction, the commands we are given are clear. 
 
…Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. (Romans 12:9) 
 

• So, with our understanding of what /who is evil and good. 

• And with our understanding of the gospel. 

• How God has moved us from evil to good. 

• I want us now to see how we obey both of that these commands. 

• And how they relate to the first command to Let love be genuine. 
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• Now let me note that the fact that Paul gives these commands means that even though we are in 
Christ and we have been declared good. 

• We still must live that out on a daily basis. 

• As we have said before and will continue to say. 

• The Christian Life is about Becoming who God has already declared you to be. 

• You are a Good Person, Now Live Like It… 
 

S19 – A. Abhor What is Evil 
 

• That word abhor means to hate, detest, be horrified by. 

• So, as we see the evil in our world and in our lives. 

• As we see what is not of God. 

• Part of His will, and plan and purposes,  

• as we see things that are not part of his character then we are to experience hate for those things. 

• It should horrify us that there is Godless evil in our world and in our lives.  
 

• And when that evil impacts the lives of others, as it always does. 

• Our hatred for that evil will fuel genuine loving actions.  
 

• I see this happening in at least three ways. 

• First, as the evil in our world impacts the lives of people we genuinely love. 

• And remember from two weeks ago we are to genuinely love all people. 
 

• So, when we see evil happening to others. 

• Our response should result in helping them navigate and overcome that evil. 

• If there are people in our lives that have experienced or are experiencing evil, 

• Violence, injustice, slander, or any evil. 

• Our response should be to come along-side them, acknowledging the evil of the situation and 
offering help, comfort, love, support and prayer. 
 

• If the person experiencing evil circumstance is a believer in Jesus Christ, 

• If they are a lover of God, 

• we can comfort and assure them that God is at work for their good, even in the midst of evil. 

• We can comfort them with the truth that Joseph declared to his brothers. 

• To the ones who sold him into slavery he said. 
 
S20 – As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good... (Genesis 50:20) 
 

• And we can comfort them with one of the greatest promises of Scripture. 
 
And we know that for those who love God all things (including evil things) work together for 
good, for those who are called according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28) 
 

• And if they are not a believer, if they have yet to give their lives to Jesus Christ. 

• We can share the gospel (good news) with them.  

• Tell them how Jesus can save them from the evil in this world and in their lives. 

• Share with them the promise of Romans 8:28   

• Tell them that Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil. 

• That Jesus Christ alone has power to overcome the evil in their lives. 
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• So first, this is how we can respond when evil is impacting the lives of others.  

• Then Second, as we see others participate in evil. 

• Our response should be to help them end their participation. 
 

• If there are people in our lives that are doing evil sinful things. 

• Even if those things are aimed at us, we are (and this is radical) 

• We are to seek their good. 

• As Paul writes to the church in Thessalonica  
 
S21 – See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another 
and to everyone. (1 Thessalonians 5:15) 
 

• Now that is crazy love right there, love that only God can give, 

• Love that seeks the good of those who are doing evil to other to you. 
 

• And so our loving response should not be to ignore their evil, but to confront it. 

• To confront them,  

• To let them know not only the hatred you feel for their actions but more importantly the hatred God 
feels. As David writes… 

 
S22 – The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, to cut off the memory of them from 
the earth. (Psalms 34:16) 
 

• The Bible is filled with warnings to those who do evil. 

• And in love we should not only make people aware of those warning,  

• but offer to help them overcome the evil in their lives. 

• We should speak the truth in love. 
 

• Acknowledging that the only way that real change can take place is through the power of God. 

• Through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• We can share with them how Jesus came to save them from the evil in this world and in their 
lives. 

• How Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil. 

• So, second, this is how we can to someone who are doing evil, even evil directed at us. 
 

• And Third and probably the most important,  

• What about when we are engaged in evil. 

• What about the sin, the evil we are holding on to, the evil in our lives that we have yet to hate. 
 

• As this evil, impacts ourselves and others, 

• Our response, of course, should be to change our behavior. 

• As Paul writes… 
 
S23 – Abstain from every form of evil. (1 Thessalonians 5:22) 
 

• Just quit it. 

• And how do we do that…  By the power of God! 

• As my evil sinful actions cause pain and suffering in my life and the lives of others. 

• Then I must turn to the LORD. 
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• I must pray as Jesus taught. 
 
S24 – And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. (Matthew 6:13) 
 

• I must pray for deliverance; I must confess my sin and repent. 

• And I must return to the gospel. 

• Knowing that the only way I can experience deliverance is through the power of God. 

• Through the good news of Jesus Christ. 

• Again, calling upon Jesus to deliver me from the evil in my own heart. 

• Trusting that Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil in my own life. 

• So those are three ways that genuine love for others and a hate for evil will express themselves in 
our lives.  
 

• But what if you are struggling with genuine love as we described it two weeks ago. 

• And what if you don’t really hate evil. 

• I mean sure you hate some evil. 

• But specifically, the evil in your own life. 

• What if you are not feeling either love for others or hatred of sin. 

• Then I would call you to the second command Paul gives. 
 
S25 – B. Hold Fast to What is Good 
 

• That phrase hold fast in the Greek is one word, kolla 

• And it literally means to be glued to. 

• To stick to, to cling to. 

• We are to glue ourselves to what is good. 

• And what is good? 

• God and the things of God. 
 

• Whereas genuine love for others 

• And hatred for evil are emotional responses that we are commanded to have. 

• Holding fast (clinging) to what is good is an act of the will. 

• And it is this act of clinging to good (clinging to God) that will result in the emotions of genuine love 
and hatred of sin. 

• At the end of this chapter in verses 21 Paul writes… 
 
S26 – Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:21) 
 

• We overcome the evil in our lives, not through our own efforts or self-discipline. 

• We overcome evil by clinging to what is good. 

• It is as we cling to only one who is truly good. 
 

• As we spend time in relationship with him through prayer and his word. 

• As we meditate on his goodness and glory. 

• As we glue ourselves to him and his purposes and his will and his plans 
 

• Then the natural outcome is that we will become more like him. 

• You want to have genuine love for others then glue yourself to God. 
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• Because the Apostle John writes…  
 
S27 – Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born 
of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
(1 John 4:7-8) 
 

• The key to loving others is holding fast your good and loving God. 

• Allowing God to give you genuine love for others. 
 

• And if you want to Abhor what is evil then glue yourself to God. 

• Because as we have seen, God hates evil. 

• David writes… 
 
S28 – For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil may not dwell with you. The 
boastful shall not stand before your eyes; you hate all evildoers. (Psalms 5:4-5) 
 

• God’s hatred of evil is a recurring theme throughout the entire Bible. 

• And if we want to overcome evil in our lives. 

• If we want to battle evil in our world. 

• If we want to truly hate what is evil. 

• Then we will turn to God and allow him to align our emotions with His. 

• That we will love what he loves and hate what he hates. 
 

• And that takes us back to the beginning of this chapters. 

• As Paul writes… 
 
S29 – I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  
 

• Or in terms of Romans 12:9, hold fast to what is good. 

• Hold Fast to God. 

• Based on His mercies, based on the gospel of Jesus Christ, Give yourself fully to Him. 
 

• And you can do that because through Christ he has made you holy and acceptable. 

• He has made you good.  

• And He has made it possible for you to… 
 
S30 – Do not be conformed to this world 
 

• Our good God makes it possible to not conform to the sinful, satanic, evil patterns of this world. 

• But instead to hate them. 

• And to be transformed. 
 
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the 
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. (Romans 12:1-2) 
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• It is when we are connected to God and His goodness that he renews our mind and brings about 
transformations. 

• And that transformation empowers us to know and do the good and acceptable and perfect will of 
God. 

• God is transforming us into people who Abhor what is evil and hold fast to what is good. 
 

• So would you join me in prayer as we in this moment again offer ourselves fully to Him. 

• That he might work in our hearts and minds to transform us into people who love genuinely. 

• Who Abhor what is evil 

• And who cling to what is good. 
 
 
 
 


