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Romans 12:9 (Week 85) 
05/10/2020 

Let Love Be Genuine 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This was meant to be spoken. 
 
S1 - Introduction & Review 
 

• Happy Mother’s to my Mom and to all Moms. 

• According to the internet, so it must be true, 

• Mother’s Day is the busiest day of the year for restaurants, with Valentine’s Day being second and 
Father’s Day third. 

• As a Father, I’m not sure how I feel about that. 

• But that’s not my point. 
 

• My point is that this year Mother’s Day has changed. 

• No lunches or dinners out. 

• And for many the greatest change is that they will not be able to physically be with their Moms. 

• Even if you can talk to your Mom on the phone or online, there will be no hugs, no physical 
contact at all. 
 

• And even if this world-wide isolation, especially from older people is necessary for their protection. 

• That doesn’t mean these changes are not having an impact on us. 

• That we don’t mourn what we’ve lost, and pray for its soon return.  

• So, would you join me as I pray not only for our time in God’s word,  

• but for the millions of Moms and their children who will experience this day in a much different way 
than they expected. 

• Prayer  
 

• Now Mother’s Day isn’t the only thing that has changed. 

• If you notice my surroundings have also changed. 

• Instead of recording the sermon at church, I’m recording from home. 

• Not a big deal, just one more change in our currently, everchanging world. 
 

• Now there’s a common notion that some people just don’t like change. 

• In fact, I’ve heard people say, “I don’t like change” 

• And what they usually mean is that they don’t like negative or sometimes neutral change. 

• They don’t like changing from one job to another similar job (something relatively neutral) 

• Or they don’t like getting laid off from a job (an extremely negative change) 
 

• However, my guess is that there are very few people who don’t like positive change. 

• Almost everyone wants a new better, higher paid job. 

• For me personally, I don’t like the changes we’re being asked to make because of this virus. 

• But I’ll welcome with open arms the changes that lift the current restrictions we’re under. 

• I am looking forward to the changes that will return us to our jobs and churches and families and 
restaurants, etc… 

• So, liking or not liking change is mainly based on what the change is. 
  



2 

• And today, as we come to God’s unchanging word. 

• I want us to think about the fact that it’s filled with instructions, wisdom, examples, stories, 
exhortations that encourage and command us to make positive changes in our lives. 

• In many ways, God’s Word is a Mandate for Positive Change.  

• And that’s no where better seen than in Romans 12-16. 
 

• As I’ve said many times, in these chapters, the Apostle Paul is giving practical instruction, 

• exhortations and commands for how to live the Christian life. 

• We are being told, how Christians must radically change the way we live. 

• The ways we think and act and feel.   
 

• And again, these changes are based on, are because of the God’s mercies. 

• Romans 12 began with these words… 
 

S2 - I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God… (Romans 12:1) 
 

• The changes we are being asked to make,  

• are based on the fact that we’ve received the mercies of God. 

• He has justified us, forgiven us, saved us, and declared us to be righteous through the sacrificial 
death of His Son Jesus Christ. 

 

• And for those who trust in Christ and have received the mercies of God. 

• Paul appeals to us to change our lives. 

• As he says to the church in Ephesus. 
 

S3 - I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to 
which you have been called, (Ephesians 4:1) 
 

• By God’s mercy, He has called unto Himself, you belong to Him. 

• Therefore, you must change, 

• You must walk in a manner worthy of His calling. 

• You must live in a new way. 

• And this new life is NOT for the sake of earning God’s favor. 

• We are not being asked to change our lives so that God will accept or save us. 

• He’s already done that. 
 

• We’re being asked to change our lives in response to God’s mercies. 

• We’ve already been given everything we need for life and Godliness. 

• Now respond by living in a new worthy manner. 

• And what does that manner, what do these changes, look like? 

• Well, so far in Romans 12:1-8 we’ve seen the foundation and beginning of the changes. 
 

S4 - Paul began with the foundation, in verses 1-2,  

• These first instructions are about changes in our relationship with God. 

• We no longer belong to ourselves, we are to present our bodies as living sacrifices to Him. 

• We are not to be conformed to this world  

• but be transformed (changed) by the renewal of our mind. 

• Transformed, changed from people who follow the influences of sin and Satan. 

• into people who can discern and do the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 
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S5 - Then in verse 3 Paul adds instructions about changing our thinking about ourselves. 

• Specifically, we are not to stop thinking to more highly of ourselves than we ought. 

• But instead we are to start thinking with sober judgement,  

• thinking rightly Biblically, about who we are. 

• Understanding that in the body of Christ, we are not better than one another because we have all 
received the same measure or standard faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

S6 - And then in verses 4-5 we are told that right thinking about ourselves includes changing how we 
think about our relationship to one another. 

• We have different functions, but we belong the same body, we belong to one another. 

• We have changed. 

• With Christ as our head, we are together his body, we are the family of God. 
 
S7 - And finally, last week in verses 6-8, we saw that as members of the body of Christ we are given 

Spiritual gifts. 

• And these gifts of God’s grace, when we used them, empower us to change. 

• To move from serving ourselves to serving, build up and minister to both those in the church and 
those in the world. 
 

• And that brings us to the next section of Romans Chapter 12. 

• Paul moves from the different gifts we’ve been given to specifically minister and build up the body 
of Christ. 

• To the more general way all of us (all believers) are to relate to people. 

• These instructions include both changes in our relationships to one another in the body of Christ, 
and to those who are not part of the body of Christ. 
 

• So on this Mother’s Day, I’ve asked the Mother of My Children to read these verse to us. 

• I want us to see the many changes we are being asked to make. 

• Christina would you Read Romans 12:9-21. 
 

Christina READ! 
 

• Now if you were counting you heard approximately 24 commands to change. 

• And these changes flow from the foundation Paul laid in verses 1 and 2 of Chapter 12.  

• In verses 9-21 we see the expected results of presenting ourselves to God. 

• The results of being renewed and transformed by God. 

• We see what it looks like to do the good, acceptable and perfect will of God. 
 

• Now my original plan was to divide these 13 verses into two sermons. 

• First to look at Verses 9-13 which focuses mainly on instruction for our relationship with one 
another in the church. 

• And second to look at Verses 14-21 which focus mainly on instruction for our relationship with 
those in the world. 
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• But as I began to study and pray and even write out the message. 

• It became clear to me that my original plan was folly,  

• I saw that we needed to spend more time on just the first phrase in verse 9. 
 

S8 - Let love be genuine. (Romans 12:9a) 
 

• Understanding this phase is foundational to all that follows. 
 

• If we do not understand and apply this first instruction, then the rest will be impossible. 

• And if we do understand and apply this first instruction then the rest will not only be possible but to 
a certain extent natural. 

• So, in Romans 12:9, Paul give us this radical command to change the way we live… 

• To change the way we love… 
 

• And what follows in Romans 12:9-21 could be thought of in terms of instruction on how to love 
those in the Church and how do we love those in the world? 

• We could title this section of Romans - Love in action. 

• So, we’re going to pretty much look at each individual word of this command. 

• And the first word we are going to tackle is… 
 
S9 – 1. The Word Love 
 

• The word for “love” used here is probably the Greek word that we as Christians are most familiar 
with. 

• It is the word agape. 

• Now, as opposed to English with our one word for love, 

• We love our dogs, our wives, our kids, we love pizza, etc… all the same word. 
 

• But in Greek there are several words for love. 

• Including Eros for romantic love. 

• Phileo, for the affectionate love you feel for a friend. 

• Or the less common Stergo,  

• which also means to feel affection  

• but was used not for friendship but for relationship between parents and children,  

• subjects and rulers, even people and their Gods. 
 

• And then there is agape 

• Now prior to the writing of the New Testament, 

• in Greek Literature you don’t see agape used very often. 

• And as the New International Dictionary of Theology states. 

• agape is often a quite colorless as a word. 

• It can mean to be fond of or to treat respectfully, be pleased with, to welcome. 
 

• So, many Greek theologians have said that the writers of the New Testament took this somewhat 
colorless word for love,  

• and they filled it with new meaning. 

• Because, the Greek language, even with it’s four words for love didn’t have one that reflected the 
kind of radical love they needed to express. 
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• We see this clearly in 1 Corinthians 13, where Paul defines agape  

• He fills it with new meaning. 

• This is what Biblical love looks like. 
 

S10 – Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does 
not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 
rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. (1 Corinthians 13:4-7) 

 

• So, apparently the Rock band foreigner hadn’t read 1 Corinthians 13 when they sang “I wanna 
know what love is” 

• Because Paul clearly defines it here. 

• And what makes it even clearer is the examples of love we have in the New Testament. 

• The main example is God himself. Jesus said… 
 

S11 – For God so loved (agape) the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 
 

• The love that caused God to send his only Son into this world to die for sinners. 

• To give his life as a sacrificial offering for sinners.  

• To die so that we might believe and receive eternal life. 

• That is an example of agape love. 
  

• We see it also in the book of Romans. 

• In Chapters 1-11 the word agape refers only to the love between God and people. 

• It is used once to refer to our love for God.  

• But mainly it’s used to refer to God’s love for us, His children. 

• For example, in Romans 8:38-39 we read… 
 

S12 - For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  (Romans 8:38-39) 
 

• So, this word agape speaks of a different kind of love than the Greek world knew!  

• And for the most part, a different kind of love than our world knows.  

• A love that acts with patience, kindness, humility. 

• A love that is not concerned with what it will receive in return.  

• A love that has the best interest of the one being loved at heart. 

• A love that doesn’t change based on circumstances,  

• A love that lasts even if not reciprocated. 

• This is a self-giving, self-less, unselfish love. 

• A God-Like Love if you will… 
 

• And in Romans 12:9 Paul says this is the kind of love that we are to experience. 

• Whatever you thought love was before, this is different. 

• In a sense, the definition of love has changed. 

• This is the new kind of radical love Christians are to have for others. 

• And Paul emphasizes this by saying let your agape be genuine. 

• So now let’s look at… 
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S13 – 2. The Word Genuine 
 

• This is the Greek word – an-hypo-kritos (anti-hypokritos) (unhypocritical).  

• Paul is saying your love must change. 

• It can no longer be fake.  

• You can’t just pretend to be patient, kind, humble, concerned, giving on the outside. 

• While on the inside acting based on purely selfish motives. 

• When it comes to love you can no longer be a hypocrite. 
 

• Now I certainly know what ungenuine or hypocritical love looks like. 

• And my guess is I’m not alone. 

• We want something from someone, 

• and we know that if we do a loving act, then they will need to reciprocate. 

• We try and put people in debt with our “love” 
 

• Or we want to feel better about ourselves, compared to others. 

• Look at how I do these loving things. 

• Compared to others, I’m a very good loving person. 

• We use our loving actions to boost our own self-esteem. 
 

• Or we want others to see our loving actions and think highly of us. 

• Look at me, look at how much I love people. 

• We want others to think we’re a lovingly awesome person. 
 

• Or we want God to see our loving actions and give us what we want. 

• God did you see how I lovingly sacrificed for that person in need. 

• Now let me give the list of things you can do for me. 

• We try to manipulate God with our loving actions. 
 

• So clearly there are many selfish reasons for doing seemingly loving acts. 

• And before Paul goes on to list the many ways, we can act lovingly. 

• He makes it clear that our love must be genuine. 
 

• You have to really love people;  

• you can’t just get by with external actions of love. 

• Now you might be thinking, hold on there, wait a minute, isn’t love an action? 

• Aren’t my loving acts proof of my genuine love. 

• Aren’t actions more important than feelings? 

• Well, apparently not! 
 

• Because if Paul is commanding our love to be genuine (unhypocritical) 

• Then that means there must be a love (facsimile of love) that is hypocritical. 

• We already saw examples of this hypocritical or phony selfish love. 

• And externally (to others) it may look exactly the same as genuine love. 

• But not to God! 

• We see this very clearly in 1 Corinthians 13,  

• Just prior to giving us the definition of love that we read earlier. 
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• Paul writes these astonishing words… 
 

S14 – If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 
If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain 
nothing. (1 Corinthians 13:1-3) 
 

• Do you see what this says about our love for people? 

• You can speak beautiful uplifting, encouraging, angelic words to others but not have genuine love 
for them. 

• You can have spiritual gifts, prophecy, knowledge, faith that you use to minister to others but not 
have genuine love for them. 

• You can sacrificially give away all you have to others and not genuinely love them. 

• And finally, get this, you can even die for someone but not have genuine love for them. 
   

• So, among other things, what this means is that true genuine love is more than an outward action. 

• Because if giving someone everything you have, or dying for them is not the supreme act of love 
then I don’t know what is? 

• But Paul says you can do these things but not have love, and you gain nothing. 
 

• Therefore we know that genuine (unhypocritical) love is not an outward action. 

• So what is it?  

• Well I think we know what it is! 

• When we talk about love, and when the Bible talks about love it’s speaking of an internal emotion. 

• Love is not what you do for a person but how you actually feel about that person. 

• Now for sure, genuine love will produce genuine acts of love. 

• And we must do these genuine acts of love, that is clear,  

• That’s what we will continue to see as we walk through Romans. 
 

• But Paul is saying, hold on a minute. 

• Before you jump into external actions of love. 

• You need to understand that they must flow from the genuine internal emotion of love. 

• For our acts of love to be genuine (unhypocritical), they must come from a heart of love. 
 

• And this should not come as a surprise to us. 

• Because, God has always been concerned with who we are, above what we do. 

• Through the prophet Jeremiah God says… 
 

S15 – I the LORD search the heart and test the mind, to give every man according to his ways, 
according to the fruit of his deeds. (Jeremiah 17:10) 
 

• Yes, what we do is crucial, we will be judged according to our ways, our deeds. 

• But notice that God understands our ways our deeds our actions through the lens of our heart and 
mind. 

• He is not primarily concerned about what we do but why we do it. 

• And what Paul is saying in Romans is that what we do for others, 

• How we treat people, must be motivated by genuine love for them. 

• Now, does anyone see a problem with that? 
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• Okay, I realize there is no one here to answer that question but I want you think about it. 

• Is there a problem with Paul saying to Christians that our love must be genuine? 

• That we must really, actually sincerely have a heartfelt love for people? 
 

• And just to reinforce this, I want us to see that throughout the NT,  

• Not just in Romans 9 or 1 Corinthians 13, we are commanded to feel love. 

• We get these commands from Jesus from Peter and Paul. 

• And these commands are directed at our internal emotions. 

• Jesus said… 
 

S16 – You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind. This is the great and first commandment. (Matthew 22:37-38) 
 

• As in English, the Greek words for heart and soul and mind, speak of who we are internally. 

• They speak of our mind, will our emotions. 

• We are commanded to love God with all of our being (mind, will and emotions) 

• And Jesus continues. 
 

S17 – And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. (Matthew 22:39) 
 

• This is less explicit but certainly our love for self involves our feelings, and therefore our love for 
our neighbor should as well. 

• And the Apostle Peter writes. 
 

S18 – Above all, keep loving one another earnestly… (1 Peter 4:8) 
 

• We are to love one another earnestly, or fervently, there is feeling, emotion involved. 
 

• And Paul writes to his disciple Timothy… 
 

S19 – The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and a 
sincere faith. (1 Timothy 1:5) 
 

• Our love for one another is to come from inside, form our heart and conscience and faith. 

• So, I hope it’s clear that God’s word commands us not only to do acts of love. 

• But that those acts must come from a heart of love, we must feel love for God and for people. 
 

• And to pile on it’s not just love. 

• Throughout scripture we are commanded to feel many emotions. 

• In fact, in Romans 12:9-21 Paul not only commands us to love. 

• But to hate evil, to feel affection, to be zealous and fervent. 

• To experience joy, sadness and humility.  

• Again, does anyone see a problem with God commanding us not just to do actions, 

• but to have, to experience certain emotions. 
 

• Well if you don’t see the problem, let illustrate it this way. 

• When my wonderful daughter who’s given me one grandson already with one on the way in just a 
few weeks. 

• When she was in Jr. School, she had episodes that were less than wonderful,  
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• I remember one time we were arguing about something (I don’t know what). 

• And I told her to go to her room. 

• She went to her room, closed the door loudly. 

• And she said, I Hate You! 

• Well, I opened her door and I said, Beth I command you to not feel hate for me. 

• In fact, I further command you to have genuine love for me. 

• Now first of all, I didn’t say that. 

• I actually don’t remember what I said. 

• But suppose I did tell my daughter to stop hating me and start loving me. 

• Do you see a problem with that? 
 

• It’s clear right, I’m commanding her to feel or not feel a certain way. 

• And as human beings we’re not really able to turn our feelings on and off. 

• Our feelings come in response to many things. 

• For my daughter, her feelings (that fortunately didn’t last) came as a response to her 
circumstances, her hormones, her past experiences, her relationship with her father,  

• her father’s not so delicate way of dealing with her, etc.… 
 

• And the same thing is true for about our feelings for others. 

• We are not in complete control. 

• Our feelings come in response to many factors in our lives. 

• So, how can God command us to have certain feelings and not to have others. 

• Specifically, how can God command our love to be genuine? 
 

• Well, the answer is that unlike my daughter’s father. 

• Our heavenly father not only commands us to have certain emotions. 

• But he transforms us into people who can have those emotions. 

• Our emotions come in response to many factors in our lives. 

• And for the Christian the main factor is God’s Spirit at work in our lives. 
 

• Or think of it this way, if you have obeyed the two foundational commands in Romans 12:1-2 

• To First… 
 

S20 – …present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship. (Romans 12:1)  

• And Second 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
(Romans 12:2) 
 

• If you are obeying these commands. 

• Then God is working in your heart bringing about renewal and transformation. 

• He is empowering you to know and do what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

• He is transforming you from a person whose love was mainly focused on yourself. 

• To a person who can let their love be genuine with regards to others. 
 

• You see the point, your ability, my ability to love in a genuine way. 

• Or really to do anything that God commands 
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• Is a direct result of God’s work in our lives. 

• God not only commands us to love but he empowers us to love. 

• And this has always been the case, 

• Way back in the book of Deuteronomy where the Greatest Commandment was originally given. 

• We read… 
 

S21 – And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so 
that you will love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may 
live. (Deuteronomy 30:6) 
 

• God knows that in our own strength, because of sin, we have no ability to genuinely love. 

• For our own selfish reasons, we may be able to perform external acts that seem like love.  

• But we are incapable of changing our own hearts. 

• On our own, no matter who you are, you are incapable of genuine love. 
 

• However, God can command us to love for at least two reasons.  

• First because he is God, and he has the authority to command us to do His will. 

• Speaking of Jesus commands to experience emotions, John Piper writes…  
 
S22 – Jesus can demand it. The fact that I may be too corrupt to experience the emotions that 

I ought to have does not change my duty to have them.  If Jesus commands it, I should have 

it. My moral inability to produce it does not remove my guilt; it reveals my corruption.  It 

makes me desperate for a new heart-which Jesus came to give. (John Piper) 

• Just because we can’t do something does not mean God (Jesus) cannot command it. 

• I mean isn’t that the ultimate purpose of the Law,  

• The law is filled with commands that people (Israel) could not keep. 

• And therefore, the law reveals sin, and shows the need for a savior. 
 

• And in the same way, when we are unable to experience the emotions that Jesus demands. 

• It reveals our corrupt heart. 

• And shows us our need for a new transformed heart, which only Jesus can give. 
 

• And that’s the second reason God can command us to love. 

• As we have said, because God empowers us to love. 

• He gives us new heart that can experience genuine love. 

• Last week we talked about Spiritual gifts. 

• How the Spirit of God empowers us to serve and minister and build up the body of Christ. 

• But along with Spiritual gifts we also receive the fruit of the Spirit. 

• In Galatians 5:22-23 Paul says... 
 

S23 – But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. (Galatians 5:22-23) 
 

• It is because of God’s Spirit in our lives, working in our lives that we experience His fruit. 

• And notice the first (and I would argue most important) fruit of the Spirit is love. 

• It is the Spirit of God in our lives that gives us a new heart and empowers, enables our love to be 
genuine! 

• So we’ve seen what genuine love is. 
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• That it’s to love like God loves. 

• It is a selfish, undeserving, unhypocritical love. 

• It’s more than an action, it’s a heartfelt emotion. 
 
 

• The Bible teaches that genuine love is an emotion that results in loving actions. 

• And finally, maybe most importantly, we’ve seen that genuine love is a work of God, a work of His 
Spirit in our lives. 

• So, what’s left to see or say. 

• Well one final thing, which is represented by the first word in Romans 12:9 
 

S24 – 3. The Word Let 
Let love be genuine (Romans 12:9) 
 

• It’s in this word that we find our application. 

• We cannot change our heart to experience genuine love. 

• But we can let love be genuine. 

• Let really sums our part in this command. 

• It expresses the fact that genuine love is a work of God’s Spirit in our lives. 
 

• But we must choose to let (Allow) the Spirit work. 

• Now, how do we let the Spirit empower and fill us with genuine love. 

• Not just for one another but for those in the world. 

• Even those who persecute us. 
 

• In the sermon on the mount, maybe the most radical thing that Jesus said was this… 
 

S25 - …Love (agape) your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, (Matthew 5:44) 
 

• And beginning in verse 14 of Romans 12, Paul will give us some instructions on how to love the 
worst of our enemies (those who persecute us). 

• So, this genuine love applies to all people. 
 

• And so how do we let love be genuine? 

• How do we become the kind of people who genuinely love others? 

• Well again, as we’ve talked about, it’s not magic, it’s a God directed Spirit empowered process. 
 

• If today is the first time you’ve been exposed to the idea of genuine heartfelt love for others. 

• If you’ve been under the wrong impression that your external loving acts is all that matters. 

• That you are a good or Godly person because you can act lovingly towards a person you don’t 
love or like or even hate. 

• Then don’t expect to be changed overnight. 

• But do enter into the process of change by beginning to let your love be genuine. 
 

• Now what does this look like? 

• You might think that having genuine (unhypocritical) love. 

• Means you cannot do loving acts until you experience a heartfelt love for a person. 

• That if you do acts of love without feeling love then you’re a hypocrite. 

• But that’s not the case. 
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• You are only a hypocrite if you call or believe that your acts of love are genuine heartfelt love. 
 

• If for example in your heart you really don’t like someone, and you don’t want to like them… 

• But you do something nice caring for them, allowing others, even yourself to believe that you 
genuinely love that person. 

• That is hypocritical. 
 

• But just doing a nice, caring act for another human being, even if you don’t feel love for them, is 
not hypocritical. 

• As long as you understand that your heart is not in the right place yet. 

• As long as your desire and prayer is that God continue to change your heart. 

• In fact, doing loving acts (regardless of feeling) can be and usually is part of the process letting 
your love be genuine. 

• It’s part of the process of growing in maturity and letting God change your heart. 
  

• So, we let our love be genuine when we go about “doing loving acts”,  

• while at the same time praying, 

• Confessing and repenting of the fact that our heart is not yet in the right place. 

• Allowing the Spirit to change our heart and put it in the right place. 
 

• And as we we’ve already seen, the way the Spirit works to change our heart, to transform us, 

• is by renewing our minds, changing the way we think about ourselves and others. 

• And so, what I believe we need to let our love be genuine, is a serious dose of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 
 

• The gospel is this:  

• God did not love us because we were or are by nature lovely, 

• Or because we made ourselves worthy of His love. 

• God loves us because it is His nature to love.  

• And his genuine love caused Jesus to die for us while we were in rebellion against him, while we 
were his enemies. 

• As Paul writes in Romans 5:8 
 

S26 - but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
(Romans 5:8) 
 

• And if we think of ourselves with sober judgement, 

• If we think or ourselves rightly in the light of the gospel 

• Then when our heart is unable or unwilling to love other people (even enemies) 

• The Spirit shows us our need for repentance. 
 

• And we turn to Jesus and Pray… 

• Oh, Lord! I was so much worse to you than this person is to me.  

• Yet you were tortured and killed—out of love you gave up your life for me!  

• And now you are asking me, not only act for the good of this person, but to experience genuine 
love for them. 

• Lord, I cannot do this in my own power!  

• But by your Spirit, by the fruit of your Spirit in me,  

• by the fact that you are transforming me into the image of Jesus Christ. 
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• Lord, let my mind be renewed and give me genuine love for them. AMEN 
 

• And as we confess, as we repent of our lack of genuine love, we are transformed (changed). 

• We are moved forward in the process of becoming like Jesus Christ. 

• Our love for others becomes more genuine. 

• This is what it looks like to Let love be genuine. 
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• And it is my prayer that we at Bridges will continue to grow in our love for one another. 

• That even in these times of isolation we will seek not only to do acts of love for one another. 

• But we will seek God’s gracious mercy to transform us into genuinely loving people. 
 

• Would you join me in prayer? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


