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Romans 12:6-8 (Week 84) 
05/03/2020 

Spiritual Gifts 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This was meant to be spoken. 
 
S1 - Introduction & Review 
 

• Now at the risk of stating the obvious,  

• right now, we are experiencing life in a much different way. 

• I mean the fact that you’re watching this sermon on YouTube instead of being at church is just one 
of hundreds of examples of how life has changed. 
 

• And it seems to me what has changed the most can be stated with one word: Relationships. 

• I mean when an entire society is being asked (ordered) to keep their distance from one another. 

• To not hug, to not shake hands, to not meet, to not even leave their homes unless it is essential. 

• Clearly this is having an impact on our relationships. 
 

• Now as Christians, who trust in God’s Sovereignty, even in exceedingly difficult circumstances. 

• We understand that He can and is right now working for His Glory and our Good.  

• But that doesn’t mean our relationships are not being affected. 
 

• Certainly, there are some positives. 

• We’re all learning how to use technology to keep in touch,  

• some are even finding new ways to share the gospel. 

• I’ve heard that people who didn’t normally attend church are being exposed to God’s word online. 

• And I am sure there are many other spiritually positive things that God is doing. 
 

• But in terms of actual relationships, we’re missing out on so much. 

• Even as a natural introvert I’m missing being with other people. 

• Christina is great but how much of a good thing can one man take? Just Kidding! 
 

• But seriously, I’m missing the time between our first song at church and the announcements. 

• The time of greeting one another. 

• Even though, over the past 6 weeks now, I’ve seen some of you through online meetings. 

• I haven’t seen or talked to most of you, and I miss that. 
 

• I miss shaking hands with Mike Kruggle or Terry Ankenman or getting a hug from Bobbie Brown. 

• Sharing a joke with Bob Michalak, talking a little football with Chuck Hiroto,  

• Answering or trying to answer a question from Sharon Miller,  

• being encouraged by Gloria Cates. 

• Hearing “stand and deliver” from Steve Ries. 

• And I could go on and one with the things I miss about being with you people. 

• The cliché, “Absence make the heart grow fonder” is proving itself to be true. 
 

• And the point I want to make, the point that is being driven home to me as a daily sit in my home. 

• Is that God created us not only to be in Relationship with Himself, 

• But to be in relationship with one another. 



2 

 

• We began to see that last week, and we’ll continue to see it throughout the rest of our study in 
Romans. 

• And since Ashely has done such a great job producing videos for our kids. 

• I’ve asked her to read this week’s passage. 

• We’ll focus on Romans 12:6-8 but I’ve asked her to back up and read from verse one so we get 
the context. - Ashely 

 
READING of Romans 12:1-8 
 

• Thanks Ashley 

• Now in verses 1 & 2 of Romans 12 Paul is mainly speaking about our relationship with God. 

• Based on the mercies of God, all God gives us and does for us… 

• We are to present ourselves as living sacrifices to him. 

• Give our lives completely to Him. 
 

• We are not to be conformed to the patterns of this world 

• But instead we’re to be transformed by the renewal of our minds. 

• And this results in us knowing and doing the good, acceptable and perfect will of God. 
 

• And knowing and doing that good, acceptable and perfect will of God begins with, 

• Right thinking about ourselves. 

• That’s what we looked at last week in Romans 12:3-5. 
 
S2 - For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned. (Romans 12:3) 
 

• We are not to, as we are so prone to do, think to highly of ourselves. 

• But instead we’re to think with sober judgment, with a sound mind. 

• Put simply we are to think about ourselves in a right, Biblically informed manner. 
  

• Which includes thinking about ourselves in relationship to one another. 

• Again, not thinking to highly of ourselves 

• Not thinking we’re above or better than others. 
 

• But realizing, Paul continues, that those for who trust in Jesus Christ. 

• God has assigned to each of us a measure of faith, or standard faith, the same faith. 

• We were all, at one time sinners. 

• But now by God’s grace, we are all saved through God assigned faith in Jesus Christ. 

• So, we are all in the same boat, we are all in Christ. 

• And therefore, we are on this journey of faith together. 
 

• God does not put us in some numerical ranking system. 

• It’s not like college where you need to graduate in the top 10 or 20 to get a great job. 

• When we get to heaven, we will not be assigned a number indicating which level of Christian you 
are. 

• God does not think more highly of some Christians above others. 

• Because we all have the same faith, we are all in Jesus Christ. 
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• And as Paul goes on to say in verse 4… 
 

S3 - For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same 
function, (Romans 12:4) 
 

• We are all members of the same body, the body of Christ. 

• Which doesn’t mean we are all the same. 

• Yes, we have the same faith, but we have different functions. 
 

• As members of the body of Christ (the Church) we have different gifts and abilities. 

• We perform different functions for the Kingdom of God. 

• Then Paul writes… 
 

S4 - so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 
(Romans 12:5) 
 

• Again, the emphasis is on the fact that we are one body in Christ. 

• Christ is the head; we are the body. 

• We came into the body by the same God given faith. 

• But as part of the body we have different functions. 
 

• But those different functions are not meant to create factions or rankings. 

• Because bottom line - we are members one of another. 

• We are family, we are a team. 

• That’s how you think rightly about yourself. 

• If you are a Christian then your identity is in Christ as a member of His Body. 

• That’s who you are, that’s who I am. 
 

• Like all believers I came into the body by faith given to me by God. 

• Yes, I have a different function than others in the body. 

• But my function is not above (better) than the functions of others. 

• We are to function together, as a whole in Christ. 

• I belong to my brothers and sisters in Christ and they belong to me. 
 

• And this kind of right thinking about ourselves. 

• About ourselves in relationship to one another. 

• This kind of thinking is foundational to what follows. 

• Not just in our passage for today but for the rest of the book of Romans. 
 

• As I’ve said, Romans 12-16 contains practical instructions for living the Christian life. 

• But what we find is that most of this practical instruction relate to how we (as part of the body of 
Christ) live in relationship with others. 

• What we will see is that… 

• The Christian life is about relationships. 

• First and foremost, our relationship with God (we saw that in Romans 12:1-2) 

• But also, the Christian life is about relationships with one another,  

• and relationships to people in the world. 
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• The Bible is filled with instructions and encouragement and commands about the right way to live 
in relationship with others.  

• And this is the main focus of Romans 12-16. 
 

• For example In Romans 12:9-21, 

• Among other things, we are told to love, honor, pray for, give to, bless, rejoice with, live in 
harmony and peace with and give to others.  
 

• And you might be thinking one of two things. 

• Maybe you’re thinking, okay bring it on, I’m ready. 

• I’ve presented myself to God as a living sacrifice. 

• I’m no longer conforming to the world I’m being transformed by the renewal of my mind. 

• I’m thinking rightly about myself. 

• I understand that I have the same faith, that I’m part of the family of God, the body of Christ. 

• And now I can do my function, let me at it… 
 

• Or more likely, you’re thinking, I’m not ready. 

• I’m trying to present myself to God and not conform to the world (but there are still issues) 

• I know I’m being renewed and transformed but it sure seems slow. 

• And I’m trying to think rightly about myself, not to high but I still struggle with selfishness. 

• I know I’m part of the family of God but I’m not really sure what I have to contribute. 

• I’m not really sure what my function is… 
 

• And in Romans 12:6-8, Paul’s response addresses both kinds of thinking. 

• Notice the focus of both is on I. 

• I’m ready, I’m not ready. 
 

• But Paul wants us to understand that living the Christian life. 

• Living in relationship with God and other People. 

• Does not come from our own power, our own strength, our own abilities. 
 

• What we need to understand is that rightly living the Christian life  

• Righty living in relationship with God, with one another and with those in the world, is a gift of 
God’s Grace. 

• And that’s the first thing we find in our passage for today. 
 
S5 - 1. Gifts are by God’s Grace 
 

• God gives us Spiritual Gifts to live the life he calls us to live. 

• Backing up to verse 5 Paul writes… 
 

so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having 
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us… (Romans 12:5-6) 
 

• We are the body of Christ. 

• We are members one of another. 

• We are in relationship with one another. 

• And We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us. 
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• There’s some word play going on here that we don’t see in English. 

• That word gifts is the Greek word charisma. 

• Which includes the Greek word charis or grace. 

• Paul is saying, we have charisma that differ according to the charis given to us. 
 

• By the charis (grace of God) we receive (charisma) gifts from God. 

• Charisma means a gracious gift, a free gift of grace. 
 

• To function as members Christ’s body we are given spiritual gifts 

• As Paul writes to the church in Corinth… 
 
S6 - For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the 
utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to 
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, (1 Corinthians 12:8-9) 
 

• When we by grace through faith come to Christ, we receive the Spirit of God. 

• And it’s through and by the Spirit which dwells within us that we receive these Spiritual gifts of 
Grace. 
 

• And the fact that they are gifts of grace from God means that like our salvation we cannot earn 
them. 

• We do not deserve them and therefore, no matter what gifts you have. 

• Your gifts should never cause you to think more highly of yourself than you ought. 
 

• From the most visible gifts of prophecy or teaching or exhortations or leadership and others. 

• To the possibly less visible gifts of service, giving, acts of mercy and others. 

• All of these are given by God’s grace.  
 

• And therefore, are not for our glory but for Gods. 

• Because God is the giver of the gifts, and because they are gifts of grace. 

• We do not earn or deserve them,  
 

• So, when we use our gifts, we need to give credit where credit is due. 

• When a neighbor says to you, “I really appreciate the way you’re willing to help the people in our 
neighborhood.”  

• Which I know a number of you are doing right now. 
 

• It is not false modesty to say something like, thanks but really I enjoy helping, God has blessed 
me in so many ways and he gives me joy when I bless others. 

• We can and should glorify God for our Gifts of Grace. 
 

• Now let me just point out a few more things about these gifts of God’s grace. 

• Notice the word gifts is plural. 

• And that means we have gifts (more than one gift). 
 

• If you do a study of Spiritual Gifts in the New Testament, you’ll find several of lists. 

• Besides here in Romans 12 and in 1 Corinthians 12 which I quoted already. 

• There are also gifts lists in Ephesians 4:11 and 1 Peter 4:10-11. 
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• And if you look at these lists you’ll notice that they are not the same. 

• There is some overlap, but each list has unique gifts. 

• And what that says to me is that these lists are not complete. 
 

• They all (each list) serves as an example of various Spiritual gifts. 

• Examples that are relevant for the church Paul or Peter is writing to at the time he is writing. 
 

• And so what that says to me is that the Apostles did not intend to give a complete list of spiritual 
gifts. 

• In fact, there may be spiritual gifts that didn’t make any of the lists. 

• I mean in our day, could the ability to use technology for the Kingdom of God be a spiritual gift. 

• Well maybe, maybe it falls in the category of service. 

• But maybe by God’s grace he gifts people with abilities to understand, assist others, and 
communicate the gospel through technology. 
 

• My point is that spiritual gifts are gifts of God’s grace. 

• That He’s in charge of who gets what gifts and when and to what degree we get them. 

• Remember  
 
S7 - We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us. 
 

• This doesn’t just mean we have different gifts,  

• but that even the same gift isn’t going to look the same for every person. 

• For example, Greg Laurie has the gift of evangelism. 

• Specifically, in the context of preaching the gospel to large crowds of people. 
 

• But our fellow Bridges church member Randy Thompson also has the gift of evangelism. 

• He is gifted in sharing the gospel one-on-one. 

• Same gift but used differently. 

• And just to be clear, one way is not better than another, both ways are needed for the gospel to go 
forth.  
 

• Also, like everything else in the Christian life, we can grow in our gifts. 

• I believe I have the gift of teaching, but by God’s grace I am a much better teacher now than I was 
5 years ago or 10 years ago. 

• By God’s grace we grow in our gifts. 
 

• And we can get new gifts. 

• Gifts are given by God’s grace to be used or his purposes. 

• And as life changes as the world changes as we grow spiritually God can give us new gifts. 

• In fact, in the midst of some controversy over the gifts of Tongues and Prophecy, Paul says to the 
church in Corinth. 

 
S8 - Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you may prophesy.  
(1 Corinthians 14:1) 
 

• First of all, love for one another should be pursued above all. 

• But also, he says, “earnestly desire the spiritual gifts” 
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• Now he goes on the say especially prophecy, because he is dealing with issues in Corinth. 

• But my point is we can earnestly desire specific spiritual gifts. 

• Which means, we don’t already have them, and it’s possible that God will give them to us. 
 

• Many years ago, not to long after Christina and I got married. 

• David Dougherty, founding pastor of this church, was teaching class on Spiritual Gifts. 

• And as part of the class, He included a Spiritual Gifts Inventory. 

• A set of questions designed to help people discern what their gifts are.  

• And he asked me if I could take the Spiritual Gifts Inventory and use it write a computer program 
so it would be easier for people to discern their gifts. 
 

• And so, using C (not ++) on my IBM Clone 4.77 Mhz DOS computer,  

• I wrote a program that walked you through answering a series of questions, 

• and then gave you feedback on what your gifts might be. 
 

• Now I had that program for many years (lost it now) and I answered the questions many times. 

• And you know what I discovered. 

• My gifts kept changing. 

• And the changes had a lot to do with the particular ministry I was involved in at the time. 
 

• And so my conclusion was this: 

• If God calls you to a ministry, he will give you the exact gifts you need to do that ministry. 
  

• So, when it comes to Spiritual Gifts, we shouldn’t limit ourselves to think that there is a set number 
of gifts,  

• or that they come complete and in no varying proportions or mixtures.  

• Or that you can only have the gifts you have right now. 

• That God can’t give you another gift when needed. 

• Don’t think like that. 
 

• Instead, leave it to God as to how and when he will gift you and use you.  

• Your combination of gifts may, probably will, be completely different from anyone else’s.  

• I doubt that any Christian has ever had only one spiritual gift,  

• and I doubt that any Christian has ever had the same spiritual gift in the same degree.  
 

• They come in degrees, and they come in mixtures.  

• So instead of always trying to figure out the definitions and boundaries and names and differences 
of your gifts,  

• I would suggest that we do what Paul says next and use them. 

• That’s our second point 
 
S9 – 2. Gifts are to be Used   
 

• Verse 6 again… 
 
Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them… (Romans 12:6) 
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• Now why does Paul state the obvious? 

• If God gives us Spiritual gifts of Grace, won’t we naturally use them. 

• Well, apparently not always. 
 

• So, the question comes, why wouldn’t we use our gifts? 

• Well some would say, because I don’t know what my gifts are. 

• And maybe that’s true, maybe you need to spend time in prayer and talking to others who can 
help you discern what your gifts are. 
 

• But I think the larger answer to why we might not use our gifts is found in understanding the 
purpose of the gifts. 

• When we understand the purpose of the gifts, we know why we use them and why we don’t. 
 

• So, what is the purpose of the gifts? 

• Here in Romans 12 Paul doesn’t state the purpose explicitly. 

• But if you just briefly look at the list of gifts listed in verse 6-8 their purpose is obvious. 

• We will look at them in more detail shortly. 

• But let me just mention them now:  

• Prophecy, service, teaching, exhortation, giving, leading, mercy. 

• Now what do all of these gifts have in common. 
 

• They are all outward in nature. 

• They are used to minister to other people. 

• The purpose of the spiritual gifts is to minster to others.  Peter says it explicitly… 
 
S10 - As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's 
varied grace: (1 Peter 4:10) 
 

• The gifts of God’s grace are given that we might serve one another. 

• Paul gives other examples of gifts in Ephesians 4:11 and there he makes the purpose clear. 
 
S11 - And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to 
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, (Ephesians 4:11-
12) 
 

• These gifts of God’s grace are given to equip the saints for the work of ministry 

• To minister to the saints and to build up the body of Christ. 

• So, the purpose of the gifts is clear. 

• They are outward in nature, they empower us to serve, to minster, to build up one another. 
 

• So, we ask again, with that purpose in mind, why would someone not use their gifts. 

• Well, again if we think about verses 3-5 the answer is obvious. 
 

• I won’t read them again but remember what we are told. 

• Don’t think to highly of yourself. 

• Instead think rightly about yourself, your not better than others. 

• You are a member of the body of Christ. 

• You have a function in the body of Christ, for the purpose of Christ. 

• You belong to God and you belong to one another. 



9 

• Now how do these verses answer the question of why we wouldn’t use our gifts? 

• Well the answer is, we don’t use our gifts when we don’t think rightly about ourselves 

• If we think to highly of ourselves,  

• if we think we are better than others. 

• If our thinking is self-centered instead of Christ and His body centered. 

• Then why would we use gift that are meant to help and serve and care for and minister to others. 
 

• So you can see why verses 1-5 come before verses 6-8. 

• For us to use our gifts as God desires (Romans 12:6-8) we have to first engage in Romans 12:1-5 

• So if you are struggling to know what gifts you have or to use the gifts that God has given you. 
 

• Go back to Romans 12:1-2 and remember the mercies of God. 

• Remember all that God has done for you, especially the giving of His Son as an offering for your 
sin.  

• Present yourself to Him, stop conforming to the world and allow the Spirit to transform you. 

• Allow the Spirit to gift you. 
 

• Then go to verses 3-5 and stop thinking highly about yourself  

• But instead think rightly about yourself as a member of the body of Christ. 

• Knowing that God has given you a function to perform within the Body. 

• Understand that you were created to be in Relationship with God 

• And to be in relationship with one another. 

• You belong to God and you belong to God’s people. 
 

• And God has given you gifts to use for His Glory and for the good of His people… 

• So let us use the gifts of grace God has and will give us. 

• And that brings us to the gifts themselves. 
 
S12 - 3. Gifts Include:  
 

• Again, the list Paul gives here not complete, it’s not all the gifts,  

• but these are the ones Paul includes in this letter to the Church in Rome. 

• So, these are the ones we will look at today. 
 

• And as we seek to better understand each gift, 

• let’s also ask ourselves what they should look like in our lives and in our church. 

• And the first gift listed is… 
 
S13 - A. Prophecy 
 
if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; (Romans 12:6) 
 

• This gift is a little more complicated to deal with fully at this time. 

• But let give a brief overview and application. 
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• The gift of prophecy is sometimes predictive or future telling. 

• But even among the OT prophets it was primarily forth telling. 

• That is communicating truth in a manner that convicts and builds up its hearers.  

• Often times the one who has this gift will have penetrating things to say about specific problems in 
society or life or even the church.  

 

• But Paul adds that the prophet is to prophesy “in proportion to his faith.”  

• Again a little difficult to understand. 

• Literally the Greek reads “according to the analogy of his faith,”  
 

• It seems Paul is saying that the prophet’s prophesy or words should be based not on his own 
thinking or desires or preferences but on His faith. 

• His words should be founded on the truth of His faith,  

• And for us that means the truth of God’s word. 
 

• So, at Bridges, we need to be people who know the truth of God’s word. 

• People who know and understand the basis of our faith. 

• So, if God does gift you in this way, then your prophecy about your world or our church will not be 
our own thoughts and desires but will be based on your faith in God and His revelation of Himself 
in His word.  
 

• And for those who hear a word from a “prophet” we also need to know the truth of God’s word that 
we can discern if the prophet is speaking for God or for Himself. 
 

• And finally, if we determine that a word from God has been given then we should take it seriously. 

• Acting in accordance with the words of the prophet. 
 
S14 - B. Service 
 
if service, in our serving; (Romans 12:7) 
 

• This is the Greek word diakonia, where we get the word deacon. 

• It means “practical service.”  

• People with gifts of service are good at the practical tasks, and at administration.  

• They are great team workers and do not need the spotlight.  
 

• I think we have a lot of people like this at Bridges. 

• And I pray that God will continue to raise up more people who are not only willing to serve but who 
love to serve, who count it a joy to serve. 
 

• People who say: Is there a need I can fill?  

• Is there a need for a someone to help keep our facilities in shape? 

• Is there a need for someone be an usher or greeter? 

• Is there a need for someone to help set up and tear down before and after service? 

• Is there a need for someone to go to another members home and help fix something? 

• Is there a need, then I would love to serve. 
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S15 - C. Teaching 
 
the one who teaches, in his teaching; (Romans 12:7) 
 

• This is the gift of making truth clear and understandable.  

• A good teacher may not be a good preacher and vice versa.  

• And teaching gifts like evangelism can vary greatly:  

• some are better in small groups,  

• others in large groups,  

• some with children,  

• some with peers, and so on.  
 

• And I would love to see more people have use this gift at Bridges! 

• It is my prayer that we would be a church of both learners and teaches. 

• That as we learn truth from the word of God,  

• And we would seek the gift to teach this truth to one another. 
 
S16 - D. Exhortation  
 
the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; (Romans 12:8) 
 

• This word is also translated encouragement. 

• It’s the word parakaleo, which means literally means to “come alongside.” 

• It’s also one of the words used to describe the work of God’s Spirit in our lives. 
 

• Now today this gift of coming along side of others would include what we call “counseling”, support 

• Exhorters are not necessarily trained, formal counselors.  

• They can serve as advisors, supporters, greeters, and welcomers in many ways.  
 

• I thank God for Dina Cadd who has not only exercised this gift at Bridges by bringing us Stephen 
Ministry and Grief Share. 

• She has also trained others in the ways of exhortation. 

• She has trained us in how to come alongside people in need and encourage and exhort them in 
their lives and in their relationship with God. 
 

• And this brings us a good point about gifts in general,  

• even if you have a gift, training to get better at your gift is always good. 

• Also, maybe you are not sure if you have a gift or not,  

• getting some training will help you figure it out. 

• It will help you understand the gift and whether it is something you love to do. 
 

S17 - E. Giving  
 
the one who contributes, in generosity; ... (Romans 12:8) 
 

• Giving like most of the gifts including exhortation, teaching, service, leadership, mercy, 
evangelism and others. 

• Is both a gift that some Christians have and an action that all Christians are to participate in. 

• All Christians are to give regularly and generously. 
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• At Bridges, even though we are pretty low key about giving. 

• We don’t want people (especially visitors) confused about why we want them at our church. 
 

• But the only way we survive and thrive. 

• The only way we pay for our facility and staff 

• The only way we support our 20 Members in Mission who are spreading the gospel around the 
world. 

• The only way we are able to proclaim the gospel in Riverside and engage in our mission of 
Equipping World Changers. 

• Is when God causes the members and regular attenders of Bridges to be cheerful givers. 

• To delight in the ordinary, Christian virtue of contributing regular, sacrificial, cheerful gifts.  
 

• And then there are those that God specially gifts in the area of giving. 

• These people not only cheerful about regular giving.  

• But their generosity goes above and beyond. 
 

• They see and give to special needs. 

• They, like the early church, not only give out of their abundance, but they give sacrificially. 

• They not only give generously to their church.  

• They help support missionaries and other God ordained ministries. 
 

• I pray that God will continue to gift Bridges with givers. 

• That we might continue to be a giving church. 

• That finances will never be an obstacle for the ministry of our Church. 
 
S18 - F. Leadership  
 
the one who leads, with zeal; (Romans 12:8) 
 

• Leaders are people with the gift of getting people to follow them.  

• How do you know you are a leader, turn around and see if anyone is following. 

• Leaders can put ideas before a group and inspire them to get it done.  
 

• And I pray that God will continue to give Bridges zealous leaders. 

• Men and Women who lead with a burning zeal  

• Zeal for Christ and for his word  

• Zeal for the mission of this church to glorify God by renewing lives through he power of the Holy 
Spirit and equipping people to bring Christ centered change to their world. 
 

• May God grant us leaders with the gift of burning zeal to see Riverside and the Nations come to 
know honor and glorify God! 
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S19 - G. Mercy 
 
the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.  (Romans 12:8) 
 

• This is a gift of people specifically moved to work with the poor, the sick, the weak, the prisoner, 
the addicted, the elderly, and so on.  
 

• And at Bridges, especially where God has placed us in this city.  

• We need an abundance of people with this gift. 

• I pray that God would empower me to be a more merciful person. 

• I pray that because of the mercies of God that we would all be merciful people. 
 

• And that Lord would specially gift more of us to find our cheer, our joy in showing mercy to those 
in need. 

• So those are the Spiritual gifts of Grace that Paul Includes here in Romans. 
 

• And as we now come to the Lord’s Table for a time of Communion. 

• I would remind us again of the reason for these gifts. 

• They are given that we might serve and minister to and build up the Body of Christ. 

• They are given that we might live the Christian life in Relationship to God and to One another. 
 

• And it is in communion that we are reminded of these Relationships. 

• We celebrate communion as a reminder of the mercies of God. 

• As a reminder that it is through the broken body and spilt blood of Jesus Christ that we can be 
reconciled to God. 

• That we can enter into relationship with God. 

• Communion shouts: Be reconciled, be in Relationship with God through Jesus Christ. 
 

• But communion is also a celebration of the fact that we are the Body of Christ. 

• That Christ’s sacrificial death not only brought us into relationship with God. 

• But it also brings us into relationship with one another. 

• And this is seen in the fact that we celebrate communion together. 

• As a community, as a Church. 
 

• And this is another thing that we are missing right now. 

• But even though we cannot fully be together,  

• we can remember the sacrifice Jesus made that we might enter into Relationship with God and 
with one another. 
 

• So, as we celebrate communion today, not fully together, let rejoice in our relationship with God 

• And look forward to the time we can be fully together again. 

PRAYER… 
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• To the church in Corinth Paul writes…    
 
S20 - For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 
night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 
“This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

• Remembering His sacrifice that brings us into relationship with God and one another. 

• let us partake of the bread together… 
 

S21 - In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often 
as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. (1 
Corinthians 11:23-26) 

• Remembering His Sacrifice 

• Celebrating our relationship with God 

• And longing to return to our relationships with one another. 

• Let us partake of the cup together 
 

• Prayer 


