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Romans 12:16-17 (Week 91) 
07/28/2020 

 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
Introduction & Review 
 

• Today we continue our study in Romans Chapter 12. 

• Over the past several weeks we’ve been going through verses 9-21. 

• These verses are a series of around 24 commands for how we are to live the Christian life. 

• And the theme of these commands is Genuine love. 

• The section begins with the command  
 
Let your Love be Genuine... (Romans 12:9) 
 

• Now one thing that I’ve tried to emphasize about the genuine (unhypocritical) love Paul is calling 
us to, is that it is not defined by our actions alone, but it includes and is driven by our emotions. 

• That along with the commands to act, we are also commanded to feel like acting. 

• We saw that Love is an emotion that leads to action. 
 

• That we are to have loving affection for one another. 

• that a loving person Abhors (hates) evil and is passionate about serving the lord. 

• That they rejoice in hope;  

• they rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep. 

• And they bless (desire the good) of those who persecute them. 
 

• And the fact that we are not just to act in certain ways but to feel certain thing,  

• says to me is that God is not asking us to use our human will-power to obey these commands. 

• Because it’s not possible. 

• I may be able to (with my human self-control) do outward acts that show love for people… 

• or hate for evil  

• or joy or sadness for another person. 

• I may even be able use my will-power to outwardly bless those who persecute me. 
 

• But the fact that God is not commanding me to just act in a certain way,  

• but to feel in a certain way means I have no hope (in myself) to obey any of these commands. 

• No chance whatsoever! 
 

• Let me just give one example to drive this home, 

• We are commanded to rejoice (experience joy) with those who are rejoicing (experiencing joy) 

• So, what if you are struggling in your marriage, your husband has become distant and cold and 
you don’t know why. 
 

• The phone rings and it’s your best friend calling to tell you about the amazing breakthrough she 
and her husband had this past week. 

• How he opened up to her in new ways and how they prayed together, and just how much she 
loves him.  

• Can you in that moment rejoice (feel joy) with and for your friend. 
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• Well certainly not in your own human will-power. 
 

• And Paul (inspired by the Holy Spirit) knew that what he was commanding us to do we could not 
do!  

• That’s why he starts this chapter with two foundational commands. 
 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God,  

 

• Paul knows he’s going to be issuing commands from God that we (in ourselves) have no ability to 
obey. 

• So, he starts with an appeal to the mercies of God. 

• Based on the mercy God has bestowed upon you as detailed in Romans 1-11. 

• Based on great love for you in sending his Son Jesus Christ into this World to die in your place,  

• I appeal to you (command 1)… 

 

to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship.  

 

• First you must give yourself completely to God. 

• We have talked about that many times. 

• And then (command 2)… 

 

Do not be conformed to this world,  

 

• You must reject the patterns, the ways of thinking and acting of this world, 

• Do not be conformed to this world… 

 

but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,  

 

• Let’s pause here for a second, because here we find something very crucial. 

• Something we’ve seen before that applies to all of the commands we have looked at. 

• But something I want to emphasize in the verses we will be looking at today. 
 

• First, the only way we can truly obey the commands that God gives us. 

• Specifically, commands that are internal and emotional. 

• Commands to have and show genuine Love. 
 

• The only way we can hope to obey such commands is if we are transformed. 

• If we are changed from who we were without Christ, to who we are in Christ. 

• And as we’ve said many time, that transformation is a work of God in the live of believers. 
 

• God is in the process of changing us from who we were to who we are in Christ. 

• Or to use the words from last week he is moving us from being self-centered to being Christ-
centered. 
 

• And what I want us to see again today, we’ve mentioned it but I think it’s worth bringing up again. 
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• What I want us to see is that God does not transform us by waving his hand over us and saying 
magic words. 

• He transforms us “by the renewal of our mind” 
 

• As you might remember, that word renewal means “a complete change for the better” 

• And the word mind refers to our intellect, how we understand, how we think about things. 

• What we believe and don’t believe. 

• And so we are transformed from self-centered people to Christ-centered people by the power of 
God working through our minds. 
 

• So, the Christian is not just one who feels a certain way but whose feeling are based on the fact 
that he thinks a certain way. 

• Believes certain things. 

• Now it’s interesting that Paul doesn’t specifically say how our minds are renewed. 

• It’s implied and we will look at that in a second. 
 

• But notice that he does let us in on what stops our minds from being renewed. 

• Do not conform to this world. 

• The mind of the world, the way the world thinks, the things the world believe are not where we are 
to look for renewal. 
 

• If you find yourself relying on the world to tell you how to live and love,  

• then you are heading in the wrong direction. 

• Yes, your mind might be changed (but it will not be renewed) it will not be changed for the better. 

• And this will result in a different kind of transformation. 

• One in which you find yourself becoming more and more in line with this worlds thinking and 
acting. 
 

• So, if conformation to this world stops the renewal of our mind. 

• What starts or causes our minds to be renewed. 

• Well as I said Paul doesn’t say specifically but it’s implied by the context. 
 

• Chapter 12 is not the beginning of this letter. 

• Paul has spent 11 chapters laying out truths about who God is and what he does for us. 

• He’s laid out the Glory and mercies of God.  

• And it is those truths that renew our minds. 

• Minds are changed when they receive new information and they take hold of believe that 
information. 

• And Minds are renewed (changed for the better) when they receive God’s information and they 
take hold of it and believe. 

• So simply put, the mind is renewed by the Spirit Inspired truth of God’s Word. 
 

• Reject the world, Embrace the Word and you will experience Renewal of Your the Mind. 

• And this is born out in the next words Paul gives. 

• The purpose of transformation by the renewal of our minds is… 
 

that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. (Romans 12:1-2) 
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• And it is in God’s word that we find his will. 

• And it is when our minds take it in and experience renewal that we can know what is good and 
acceptable and perfect not to the world but to God. 

 

• So that’s the introduction. 

• And the reason I went back and reviewed the importance of mind renewal. 

• Is because the verses for today (Romans 12:16-17) have much to do with our minds. 

• Our way of thinking. 
 

• How we think about ourselves and others. 

• And God is saying to you today, 

• Here the word of the Lord, let your mind be renewed through my Holy Word. 

• Take these commands about your mind to heart that I might bring about your transformation. 

• And the first command call us to… 
 

1. Have a Harmonious Mind 
 

• Romans 12:16 begins… 
 
Live in harmony with one another… (Romans 12:16) 
 

• What does this have to do with our mind… 

• Well, that word harmony means to be of the same mind. 

• In fact, NASB translates this verse. 
 
Be of the same mind toward one another… (NASB Romans 12:16) 
  

• This is a call to unity and harmony through the renewal of your mind. 

• And notice that Paul directs this command specifically to one another,  

• To those who are part of the body of Christ, the family of God. 

• He doesn’t say live in harmony (be of the same mind) with all. 

• Later (in verse 18 next week) he’s going to tell us how to live with all, but it’s not in harmony. 
 

• And this says one important thing that I hope is obvious. 

• Even though we are called to love those in the world with radical Christ-Centered Love. 

• Which includes blessing those who persecute us. 
 

• Yet we cannot live in harmony (be of the same mind) with them. 

• Because, like us before knowing Christ, they are currently conforming to this world. 

• Their mind is being shaped and influence by the ways of this world. 
 

• And so, we cannot be of the same mind. 

• And we shouldn’t try to be of the same mind. 

• As Paul writes to the church in Corinth… 
 
Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with 
lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? (2 Corinthians 6:14) 
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• This verse is often used as a prohibition against marrying a non-Christian. 

• And it certainly is, but it is much more than that. 

• It is a prohibition against partnering with (thinking like, conforming to) those who are still in the 
world. 

• Those who have not been exposed to the light of Christ and are still living in darkness. 
 

• So yes, we are to love our non-Christian friends and family and co-workers and others in the 
world. 

• But we are not to think like them. 

• So not being of the same mind with those in the world is implied in this verse. 
 

• But now let’s turn to what is actually stated. 

• Live in harmony with (be of the same mind toward) one another. 

• What does this mean and what does it look like? 
 

• Does it mean in the church we can’t have lively discussion and disagreements? 

• Does it mean we must all believe and think the same? 

• Preferably the same as the Pastor. 
 

• Well, I don’t think so… 

• Yes of course we should all think the same in terms of the gospel. 

• Paul says as much in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 
 

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in 
which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to 
you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures… (1 Corinthians 15:1-4) 

 

• Yes, there are objective truths that center around the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ that 
we must all believe. 

• Paul has laid those truths out for us in Romans 1-11. 

• And we at Bridges have summarized those in our Statement of Faith. 

• Basic unifying truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• Who he is, what he did and continues to do in our lives. 
 

• In fact, it’s believing these gospel truths that make us part of the one another. 

• So yes, we are to be of the same mind in terms of the gospel. 

• But what about everything else? 

• Must we be of the same mind in all things? 
 

• Because if that’s the case we’re all in trouble. 

• Even Paul himself had disagreements with fellow believers. 

• He and Barnabas argued about John Mark. 

• And He had to reprimanded Peter for not hanging out with the Gentiles when the Jews came to 
town. 
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• We’re not clones, we have different views and values. 

• We’re in different places in our spiritual growth. 

• We even sometimes make mistakes. 
 

• So, I’d say, being of the same mind doesn’t mean we must agree on everything. 

• But we do have to be of the same mind toward one another. 

• We do have to (and I think this is why the ESV chose to translate it) live in harmony with one 
another. 
 

• Because perfect agreement is not needed to live in harmony. 

• But there are other things that are needed. 

• Paul has already detailed some of them… 

• Think about what has gone before in verses 9-15. 

• This is a good picture of what it means to live in harmony with one another. 
 

• It involves together hating evil and holding fast to good. 

• Loving one another with brotherly affection. 

• Seeking to outdo one another in showing honor. 

• Passionately serving the Lord together. 

• Contributing to one another’s needs.  

• Constantly praying for one another. 

• Rejoicing and weeping with one another. 
 

• If we are doing those things, being those kinds of people then living in harmony should not be a 
problem. 

• Because we will have a mutual love and (honor) respect for one another. 

• We will empathize with one another. 

• We will listen to one another. 

• We will trust, that even in our disagreements, our lively discussions that God is at work in one 
another. 
 

• Because unlike those in the world we share the same Spirit. 

• The Spirit of God is at work in your life and in my life. 

• He is guiding and directing us in the same way toward the same purpose. 

• That’s what Paul writes to the Church in Philippi, that was experiencing a high level of dis-unity. 

• He writes… 
 
make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, 
intent on one purpose. (NASB Philippians 2:2) 
 

• Being of the same mind includes or is possible because we are maintaining the same love for one 
another. 

• We truly care about one another; we care about the thoughts and needs of one another. 

• And we are united in Spirit. 

• We share the same Spirit. 

• Which means we are intent on one purpose. 

• And that purpose is seen in the writing and life of Paul. 

• His purpose our purpose God’s purpose for us is to Glorify Him through Knowing Him and Making 
Him known. 
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• We, the body of Christ, are to be united in this purpose. 

• We live in harmony (we are of the same mind) when we together in love for one another work not 
for our purposes but for God’s purpose in this world. 
 

• But there is a problem to this living in harmony with one another. 

• Maybe there is more than one problem, but Paul focuses in the biggest problem to living in 
harmony with one another. 
 

• And in a word, that is Pride. 

• And to combat that problem. 

• Paul says we must… 
 
2. Have a Humble Mind 
 

• Verse 16 continues… 
 
Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly.  

• That word haughty means high or higher highly. 

• Do not be haughty do not be high minded, do not be prideful. 

• Do not think you are all that. 

• There will be no harmonious living with haughty people. 
 

• This harkens back to verse 3 or Romans 12, where Paul says  

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of 
faith that God has assigned. (Romans 12:3) 

• As we talked about last week, we are to move away from thinking highly (haughtily) about 
ourselves, 

• And instead we are to think about ourselves (with sober judgment) according to (based on) the 
faith in Jesus Christ we have been given. 

• We are to move internally (our thinking, our mind, our hearts) from self-centeredness to Christ-
centeredness. 
 

• This is a key to living in harmony with one another. 

• To the extent we move from self to Christ. 

• It is to that extent that we will live in harmony with one another. 

• Because Christ is in harmony with Christ and if we are Christ centered people,  

• we will be in harmony with one another. 
 

• And what does this humble (non-haughty) mind look like in action. 

• Well Paul says, it associates with the lowly. 
 

• Now I think we get what that word lowly means. 

• It literally means “not rising far from the ground” 

• It includes the idea of the low or humble. 
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• And in this command, it certainly refers to lowly people,  

• but it can also refer to anything that is lowly. 

• Lowly things, lowly tasks, or the lowly people who do them. 
 

• Practically it could mean; don’t think changing a diaper is beneath you.  

• Don’t think you’re too good or important to sweep the floor or do tasks that our culture may call 
menial or simple or for the lowly. 

• Don’t think that you are above these things or the people that do them. 

• So, I think we get the idea of lowly. 
 

• But the word associate needs some explanation. 

• It isn’t referring to a casual association. 

• It’s an emotional word that means to be carried away with,  

• An illustration would be when a couple elopes, they are so carried away with one another, that 
they must associate right now. 
 

• Paul chose this word that speaks not just to an action but an emotion.  

• We are not just choosing to associate with the lowly, we are we drawn to them.  

• We are affected by them.  

• Again something that can only be accomplished through the transformation by a renewed mind. 
 

• Paul is saying Don’t be haughty (high minded) 

• Instead be carried away with lowly things or lowly tasks or lowly people.”  

•  “Be carried away with the humble, the ordinary, the tedious things, and with those who do them. 

• And one of the greatest mind renewing truths that should cause us to be carried away with the 
lowly things is Philippians 2:5-8, where Paul writes… 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by 
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
(Philippians 2:5-8) 

• Let your mind take this in! 

• This is one of the greatest and most mysteries truths of all, 

• That Christ (The Divine Son of God) had a humble mind. 

• He emptied himself, he took the form of a servant, he humbled himself in obedience to God. 

• And he died in our place. 

• Christ is our example, he associated with (and died for) the lowly which from his perspective 
includes every human being who has ever lived including you and me. 
 

• Now let the Spirit take that truth, use it to renew your mind and bring about transformation. 

• Let the Spirt work in you the humble mind of Christ. 

• Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus 
• Do not be haughty but associate with the lowly.  

 

• Then Paul adds these additional humbling words… 

Never be wise in your own sight. (Romans 12:16) 
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• That word never in the Greek means never. 

• And that word wise means intelligent or wise. 

• It has to do with your mind. 

• How you think, what you know. 

• And Paul is saying don’t think you know it all. 

• Don’t think you have it all figured out. 
 

• We really must fight against this one. 

• I am amazed again and again at how we limited finite human beings believe in our own wisdom. 

• We look at the human beings of the past and we scoff at them. 

• Their science, their theology, their political and sociological and psychological understanding with 
totally wrong. 

• And yes, it may very well have been, or not. 

• That is not the point. 

• The point is that in our Pride, we think that we’ve got it all figured out. 

• They were wrong but we are right. 
 

• Every generation is wise in their own sight. 

• And every future generation scoffs at their wisdom. 

• And unfortunately, we Christians can fall into the same trap. 

• Believing that we have it all figured out. 
 

• Which causes us to not want to listen to wise voices from the past or wise voices in our present. 

• As Christians we should always be learners. 

• Always willing love, listen to, to learn from one another. 
 

• So have a Harmonious Mind, a Humble Mind and Finally… 
 
3. Have an Honorable Mind 
 

• In verse 17 we read… 
 
Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.  
(Romans 12:17) 

• We will come back to the first part of this verse in a future message. 

• For now, I want to focus on the second part. 

• Instead of repaying evil for evil which is our natural inclination. 

• Give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 

• Notice again we are talking about the mind. 

• Give thought. 

• This is what we are to be thinking about with our minds. 
 

• This is what the Christian does who is freed from self. 

• Who is humble not haughty?  

• He or she gives thought to honorable things.  
 

• The word honorable literally means morally beautiful.  

• It has to do with what is good and right and pure and true. 
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• And that is the kind of mind we should have. 

• Those are the kinds of things we should be thinking about. 

• John Piper says… 

The Christian mind breaks free from the lowlands and smog and disease-ridden mists of self, 
and rises—sometimes even soars—into the bright, clear sky of beautiful things, and 
honorable things. (John Piper) 

• And even better the Apostle Paul writes… 

Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything 
worthy of praise, dwell on these things. (Philippians 4:8) 

• This is a great description of what the Christian Mind should be about. 

• These are the kind of thoughts that bring about renewal and transformation. 

• This is the king of thinking that the humble, free, Christ-centered mind does. 
 

• Now back to Romans 12:17,  

• Where Paul says that we are to... 

give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.  (Romans 12:17) 

• Notice that his command to do what is honorable is in the sight of not just the church but all. 

• Earlier in verse 10 he said we are to … 

Outdo one another in showing honor. (Romans 12:10) 

• Whereas the command in verse 10 was directed within the body of Christ. 

• The command in verse 17 is directed to all. 

• Do what is honorable in the sight of all… 

• Now that doesn’t mean that we should tailor our honorable behavior to those in the world. 

• We are not of the same mind with them and what we call honorable they might call awful.  

• Much of the world would say it isn’t honorable to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• To call people sinners who need a savior. 

• Or to take the gospel to another culture, to say “our religion is better than yours”. 

• But that doesn’t mean that we don’t proclaim the truth of the gospel. 

• It doesn’t mean that if the world doesn’t agree with it, we don’t do it.  

• That would be the ultimate sell-out.  

• Paul’s similar words in 2 Corinthians 8:21 are helpful here… 

• He writes…  

We aim at what is honorable not only in the Lord's sight but also in the sight of man. (2 
Corinthians 8:21) 

• In other words, the Lord is first.  

• What He thinks matters most.  
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• But we hope and plan and pray that, as Jesus says,  

…let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good (same word as honorable in 
Romans 12:17) works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 5:16) 
 

• The honorable mind does not seek to offend others. 

• It seeks to win them over.  

• And so, it gives thought to how both God and man might see something as good and beautiful and 
honorable. 
 

• So as Christians, as those whose are being transformed by the renewal of our minds. 

• I pray that these verse from God’s word have penetrated your mind and the that Spirit is working 
to transform you. 

• That for God’s Glory and for the Good of Others, we will have  

• Harmonious, Humble and Honoring Minds and Hearts. 


