
1 

Romans 12:14-15 (Week 90) 
07/21/2020 

Bless, Rejoice, Weep 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
Introduction & Review 
 

• Happy Father’s Day! 

• Today we continue our study of Romans Chapter 12 

• We’re currently working our way through verses 9-21. 

• In this section Paul is instructing Christians on loving both our brothers and sisters in Christ and 
those in the world. 

• The theme of this section is found at the beginning of verse 9… 
 
Let love be genuine… (Romans 12:9) 
 

• And in the verses we’ve covered so far (verses 9-13) 

• The focus has mainly been on loving our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

• In verse 10 we read. 
 
Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. (Romans 
12:10) 
 

• Christians are to have a family kind of affectionate love for one another. 

• And we are to prefer to give honor to one another above receiving honor ourselves. 

• Then in verse 13 we are also to… 
 
Contribute to the needs of the saints… (Romans 12:13) 
 

• In the church, when one member has needs, the other members are to come alongside and in 
love contribute to that need (financial, emotional, spiritual). 

• So, the focus of verses 9-13 has mainly been on loving one another in the church. 

• But at the end of verses 13 the focus begins to change. 

• Paul says… 
 
…and seek to show hospitality. (Romans 12:13) 
 

• And as we talked about last week that word hospitality literally means to entertain a stranger or 

even to love a stranger. 

• So, at the end of verse 13 it seems Paul begins to include those outside the church,  

• those in the world into those who we are to genuinely love. 

 

• And then we come to verse 14 and the transition is clearly made. 

• The focus of Romans 12:14-21 moves away from love in the church to love in the world. 

• Now that doesn’t mean that some of these commands don’t apply in the church as well. 

• I am just saying the main focus is on loving the world. 
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• Now loving those in the church and loving those in the world can be quite different. 

• In the church we share many things in common. 

• Especially our love for Christ and our desire to obey His commands. 

 

• So, when we read the commands to love one another we know that we’re both givers and 

receivers of love. 

• Yes. I am commanded to love all of you with brotherly affection and to honor you above myself. 

• But you are also commanded to love me with brotherly affection and to honor me above yourself. 

 

• And when I’m commanded to contribute to your needs. 

• You are also commanded to contribute to my needs. 

• Now I know that we are responsible to love our brothers and sisters in Christ whether they love us 

or not, but the possibility is there. 

• The command to love us is there. 

• So that seems kind of fair, right!   

• To quote Barney the Purple Dinosaur, “I love you, you love me, we’re a happy family” 

 

• But when it comes to loving those in the world that is most often not the case. 

• We’re not a happy family. 

• So, the love we’re commanded to have, and show is often a one-sided love. 

 

• Yes, there are some who are outside the church that we have loving feelings for. 

• Member of our physical family, non-Christian friends, or co-workers. 

• Then there are others, people we don’t really know or may not even like. 

 

• But finally, there are those who don’t like us. 

• And in verse 14 Paul jumps to this final category. 

• Paul writes these seemingly impossible words… 

• In the context of showing genuine love… 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. (Romans 12:14) 
 

• And that’s not all, he continues to write similar things. 

• In verse 17 

Repay no one evil for evil... (Romans 12:17) 
 

• Verse 19 

never avenge yourselves… (Romans 12:19) 
 

• Verse 20 
 
 if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink… 
(Romans 12:20) 
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• And finally, in verse 21 he sums it by saying. 

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:21) 

• Do good to those who do evil to you. 

• Now as Christians, many of us have heard these and other verses like them before. 

• In fact, Paul was certainly taking his cue from Jesus’s teaching in the sermon on the Mount.   

• Jesus said… 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I 
say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be 
sons of your Father who is in heaven…” (Matthew 5:43-45) 

• So we’ve been exposed to these teachings that fall under the head of “Loving Your Enemies” 

• We’ve heard it, and maybe we’ve even tried to do it. 
 

• But I hope we haven’t lost the awe and wonder of just how radical these commands are. 

• How they differ from not only the way the world operates,  

• but the way our own human instincts operate. 
 

• For many people, cultures, even religions, the idea of loving your enemy is crazy. 

• But as we’ve seen, the Bible commands it of us.  

• And so today, as we examine Romans 12:14-15, which include command to… 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.  
 

• And the command or commands to… 
 
Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. (Romans 12:14-15) 

• I want to begin to help us not only better understand what these commands mean and how they fit 
together, but also and most importantly how we can actually obey them. 

• So, let’s begin with… 

1. Understanding These Commands 

• Now they’re not nearly as difficult to understand as they are to obey. 

• But I do want to make sure we’re all on the same page 

• So, what does it mean to…   

 

A. Bless Your Persecutor 

 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. (Romans 12:14) 

 

• There are three key words we need to define: bless, persecute and curse 

• To bless means to speak and act in such a way towards someone that they prosper. 

• To bless someone means to say good things about them (to praise them) or to cause good things 

to happen to them. 

• To act for their benefit. 
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• We know this from our prayers. 

• If we pray God would you bless my marriage, my business, my church, my children… 

• We are asking God to make these things prosper and grow and become better. 

 

• Now to persecute means to drive away or to pursue with the intent of doing harm, or to cause to 

suffer. 

• And persecution can be verbal or physical. 

• Persecution involves verbal or physical abuse. 

 

• And finally, to curse is really the opposite of bless. 

• It means invoke evil or doom upon, to seek to harm someone. 

• To stop them from prospering. 

 

• So, in this first command we’re told, as Christians, that if someone is persecuting us… 

• Verbally or physically abusing us. 

• We are to speak and act towards them in such a way that they will prosper,  

• that good will come to them. 

• And we are not to seek their harm. 

 

• Now two things to note,  

• First, we are not told that we must remain under persecution. 

• This isn’t a command to seek out our stay under verbal or physical abuse. 

• And second, this is most likely talking specifically about being persecuted for your faith. 

• This is not addressing things like child or spousal abuse. 

 

• This command addresses how we as Christians are to respond to persecution for our faith. 

• And that response is radical. 

• If people knew that someone was verbally or physically abusing you because you were a Christian 

and they heard or saw you praising or doing something good for your persecutor. 

• They might think that you were crazy. 

• But they would certainly take notice. 

 

• So, our response is to act in a way that blesses our persecutor. 

• But this command involves more than action.  

• Notice it doesn’t just say: Don’t retaliate against those who persecute you.  

• You might use your willpower to do that.  

• You might have all kinds of hateful and resentful and vengeful motives for not striking back. 

• But the point is not only behavior.  

• The point is your heart,  

• Remember to bless means to speak (to praise) and act in such a way towards someone that they 

prosper. 

• Now if we do that externally yet still harbor hate and vengeance and resentment in our hearts then 

we are being hypocrites. 

• Our love is not genuine. 
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• The point of this radical command is to actually look upon those who persecute us and to desire 

their prosperity. 

• We see this emotional component clearly in Jesus words that we read earlier in the sermon on the 

Mount. 

• In Matthew 5:44 Jesus says… 

But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, (Matthew 5:44) 

• As we have discussed before this word Love (agape) is an emotional word. 

• We are not just commanded to do acts of love to our enemies we are commanded to feel love for 
them. 
  

• And not only that we are to pray for those who persecute us. 

• And just to be clear Jesus wasn’t advocating that we say words that we do not mean. 

• Prayer is the expression to God of what you long for.  

• So, praying for someone means that you are asking God to intervene in their lives, to bring about 
change, to bring about blessing.  
 

• So, to summarize this command along with Jesus words in Matthew says… 

• In genuine love, bless those who persecute you with your words, with your actions and 
with your prayers.  

• Now what about the second command which involves… 

B. Rejoicing and Weeping 

 

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. (Romans 12:15) 

 

• Two key words here. 

• First, as we talked about last week, rejoice means to be glad, happy filled with joy. 

• And weep means to mourn to cry to lament, to be sad. 

• Clearly this command involves our heart our emotions. 

• It covers both the emotional highs and lows. 

 

• And Paul is saying that when we encounter people who are rejoicing,  

• we are to actually rejoice with them. 

• Experience joy along with them. 

• Join them in Joy. 

 

• And when we encounter people who are weeping,  

• we are to weep with them. 

• We are to actually experience sadness with them. 

• We are to enter into their pain. 

 

• And this doesn’t mean that if someone is rejoicing over evil, we must rejoice with them. 

• And it doesn’t mean that if someone is weeping over something good that we must weep with 

them.  
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• What it means is that we are to identify with the feelings of other people. 

• We are to put ourselves in their shoes if you will. 

• We are to have real (not fake) joy, compassion, and empathy for others. 

 

• When someone experiences a blessing in their life. 

• Even if that blessing doesn’t impact you, you are happy for them. 

• You’re happy that they got a raise, even if you didn’t. 

• You’re happy that they are well, even if you are sick. 

• You’re happy that they have a great marriage, even if you don’t. 

• And the list goes on. 

• To rejoice with those who rejoice take envy and covetousness out of the picture. 

• You are to find joy in the joy of others. 

 

• And when someone experiences pain in their life. 

• Even if that pain doesn’t impact you, you are sad for them. 

• You lament for their suffering. 

• And during these difficult times in our world and our nation this command has special meaning. 

• We weep with those who’ve lost loved ones. 

• We weep with those who’ve lost business and jobs. 

• We weep with those who’ve lost time with family and friends. 

 

• We weep for our nation that seems to be divided in so many ways. 

• We weep with those in the African American Community who experience racism and injustice. 

• We weep with those who have experienced violence and suffering and death. 

• We weep with the Derek and Cayla and their families as they face uncertainties because of a 

rubber bullet. 

   

• There are so many to weep with. 

• Let’s take a moment in silent prayer to weep/mourn with those who are weeping. 

• Maybe you know someone who is experiencing personal difficulties. 

• Or maybe you just want to mourn with and for our nation. 

• Silent Prayer… 

 

• Let people know you are rejoicing for them or weeping for them. 

• Let them know you are praying for them. 

 

• So, we have these two commands that seem somewhat different. 

• On the one hand we have the very radical command to bless our persecutors. 

• And on the other we have the less radical but often difficult command to rejoice and weep with 

those who are rejoicing and weeping. 

 

• So, I asked myself, what do these commands have in common? 

• Now there may be other things, 

• But the thing I saw, what I want to focus on involves our second point…  
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2. Obeying These Commands 

 

• And the thing I saw was to obey either of these commands we must first obey the commands Paul 

gives in Romans 12:1-3. 

• Particularly verse 3… 

 

• In past weeks we’ve talked about this in relationship to verses 1 and 2. 

• How all the commands that Paul gives can only be obeyed when we present ourselves to God as 

a living sacrifice. 

• And we stop conforming to this world and are transformed by the renewal of our mind. 

 

• But then Romans 12:3 really hits the nail on the head. 

• This is what we need in order to bless those who persecute us and rejoice and weep with those 

who rejoice and weep. 

• We need to… 

A. Center Ourselves in Christ 

• Paul writes… 

 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of 
faith that God has assigned. (Romans 12:3) 

• So, to center ourselves in Christ we begin with a change of thinking. 

• A renewed mind that doesn’t think to highly of itself. 
 

• Then notice the alternative to us thinking too highly of ourselves.  

• It’s not to think lowly of ourselves, although that might not be a bad idea sometimes. 

• It’s to think with sober judgement each according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned. 

• This is a transformation in thinking. 

• From thinking highly of self (self-centeredness) 

• To thinking according to the faith in Christ God has given you. (Christ-Centeredness) 

• And to do this you must (with sober judgement – honest thinking) removing the self-centered rose-
colored glasses you were born with. 

• And replacing them with the glasses of faith in Christ that God has assigned to you. 
 

• Seeing through the eyes of faith we are able to look away from ourselves to Christ. 

• That’s what faith is and does. 

• Faith in Christ means putting your trust not in yourself but in Christ. 

• Seeing and thinking and acting, not from your self-centered perspective  

• But from Christ’s Perspective. 

• And this, my friends, is a struggle, because it’s no secret that we’re all born as self-centered 
creatures. 

• And self-centeredness is something we must continually fight against.  
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• It colors our every thought and action. 

• How will this effect me, what is best for me, how can I work this situation for me. 

• ME ME ME… 

• And God wants us to be free from self-centeredness. 
 

• Now you might think, that since these commands are directed at how we act and feel towards 
others that instead of being self-centered we need to become others-centered. 
 

• And to a certain extent that’s okay, there is a sense in which we should be others-centered. 

• We are certainly to love and care about other people more (or at least the same as) you love and 
care about yourself. 

• We are certainly to obey the command to “love your neighbor as yourself”  
 

• But the problem is that being others-centered alone cannot and does not last. 

• It’s not sustainable. 

• When people’s needs become a burden,  

• Or when they disappoint you and reject you not to mention persecute you. 

• You will become burnt out. 

• And your circle of others will continue to shrink. 

• The answer to the question who my neighbor is will become very short. 
 

• So, what the Bible calls us to is not to be self or even others centered. 

• But instead, we must be Christ-centered. 

• Simply put, to truly obey these commands we must move from self-centeredness to Christ-
centeredness. 
 

• This is the only way we can truly bless those who persecute us or empathize with anyone. 

• We must think and act as Christ did and would. 

• As Paul says in Philippians 2:3-5 you… 

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 
others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, (Philippians 2:3-5) 

• This is the road map to obeying commands like blessing your persecutor and empathizing with 
people. 

• Counting others more significant that yourself (really how?) 
 

• Only because you have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus. 

• What mind, the mind of Christ. 

• You as a Christian have the mind of Christ. 

• Christ, the Spirit of God, the Sprit of Christ indwells you, and is transforming you. 

• Now live it out, go and do and be what Christ wants… 
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• In Galatians 2:20 Paul give this testimony about his transformation from self-centeredness to 
Christ centeredness……  

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the 
life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me. (Galatians 2:20) 

• Paul says he was crucified (he died) with Christ. 

• He then says it’s no longer I who live (I am no longer self-centered) it’s not about me. 

• But Christ lives in men (I am Christ-Centered) 

• And so the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God who love me and gave 
himself for me. 
 

• It’s when we believe this, when we let our minds be renewed by the truth of God’s word. 

• That we are transformed and are able to live for Christ. 

• Obeying his every (even the most difficult) commands. 

• It works like this:  

• Faith in Christ involves turning from our natural self, our way of thinking and acting.  

• So, the self in that sense dies.  

• We die to self, we must be crucified with Christ. 

• We must no longer live. 
 

• And if you are truly dead to self and alive in Christ, 

• Then persecution of the self of any kind. 

• Verbal persecution or even physical persecution or even death is no longer your worst nightmare, 
your greatest fear.  

• Because that old self is not our life, not our treasure, not our greatest hope and joy.  

• Christ and our new eternal life in His is. 

• And so he lives in us and we live for Him. 
 

• And we are freed from self-centered ness, 

• We are free from the normal human instinct to curse those who persecute us. 

• To hate them and seek their demise. 

• To care only for people when they have something to offer us. 
 

• And we are free to bless those who persecute us and to rejoice with those who rejoice and weep 
with those who weep. 

• Because we are no longer self-centered but Christ-centered. 
 

• Now that’s the theology, the truth of what it means to center ourselves in Christ. 

• Now I want us to see that theology in action if you will. 

• We know the truth now let’s see it as we… 

B. Consider the Case of Christ 

• Knowing the truth is good, but seeing examples is good also. 

• And there is no better example than Jesus Christ. 
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• We must look to Christ the author and perfecter of our faith. 
 

• Now we could consider many things from the earthly life of Christ. 

• We could see where he rejoiced and wept with people. 

• We could see his kindness, compassion, and empathy with People like the adulterous woman at 
the well, 

• Martha and Mary at the death of Lazarus. 

• Peter after he denied Christ three times. 

• Thomas after he doubted Christ’s resurrection. 

• And the list goes on… 
 

• But I want us to consider two things from Christ’s life. 

• Two examples of what he did with regards to those who persecuted him. 

• And I also want us to see how we can follow his example. 
 

• First, Christ blessed those who physically persecuted Him with Forgiveness. 

• as he hung on the cross he said,  

Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. (Luke 23:34) 

• What a blessing Christ gave to his persecutors, his enemies,  

• As an innocent man he knew that those who persecuted him were guilty of a great sin. 

• And yet he prayed for their forgiveness. 
 

• And he calls us to bless our persecutors by forgiving those who sin against us. 

• Peter came to Christ and asked… 

“Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 
Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times. (Matthew 18:21-
22) 

• Like Christ, we are to bless our persecutors with the gift of forgiveness. 

• Maybe even know a face is popping into your head, someone who you consider an enemy. 

• Someone who has ridiculed you because of your faith. 

• Even know pray that God will forgive them for they know not what they do. 

• Then… 
 

• Second, Christ blessed his enemies (including you and me) by dying for their salvation.  

• In Romans 5:6-7 we read,  

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely 
die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 
but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 
5:6-8) 

• Being Christ-Centered means being like Christ who in love gave his life for the salvation of his 
enemies. 

• And that is certainly the best way we can bless those who persecute us. 

• Not by dying for their salvation, Christ did that already. 
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• But by sharing with them the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

• That’s what John and Peter did as they stood before the Jewish religious leaders who had thrown 
them in prison. 

• Among other things they declared to their persecutors that… 

This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the 
cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved.”  (Acts 4:11-12) 

• As those who are Christ-Centered, living for Christ through the power of Christ. 

• We can through our attitude and our actions, and our words bless those who persecute us by 
declaring to them that they can be saved by Jesus Christ.  

• Again, maybe God is putting someone on your heart. 

• Someone who has openly harassed you because of your faith. 

• Pray that God would give you an opportunity to follow the example of Christ and John and Peter 
and you could bless someone who has persecuted you with the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• Maybe a letter or an email if not in person. 
 

• I know this is radical, but in the power of Christ, it’s possible. 

• As we turn our eyes away from self and focus in on Christ. 

• As we die to self and live for Christ. 

• We can for God’s Glory, Our Good and the Good of Others. 

• Bless those who persecute us; bless and not curse. 

• We can in compassion and empathy rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who 
weep. 
 
 


