
1 

Romans 12:11 (Week 88) 
07/07/2020 

Serve the Lord with Passion 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This was meant to be spoken. 
 
Introduction & Review 
 

• Over the past two weeks our country, our state, even our city has experienced a passionate 
response to the killing of George Floyd by a Minneapolis Police Officer. 

• There have been peaceful protests and there have been violent riots. 

• As Christians and Americans, we condemn the unjustified violence on both sides, as not only 
wrong but senseless and ineffective.  

• As Martin Luther King Jr. said… 
 
The ultimate weakness of violence is that it is a descending spiral, begetting the very thing it 
seeks to destroy. Instead of diminishing evil, it multiplies it. ...Returning violence for violence 
multiplies violence, adding deeper darkness to a night already devoid of stars. Darkness 
cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do 
that.”  (Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.) 
 

• And Jesus provides the foundation for this stance against violence by commanding us to turn the 
other cheek and to love our neighbor as ourselves. 

• So, we condemn the violence. 
 

• But as Christians and Americans we can support the peaceful protest. 

• In the first amendment, our constitution guarantees “the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” 

• And the love Jesus commands that we have for our neighbor should cause us to open our ears 
and minds to what they are seeking to express. 

• We support the desire to seek justice and societal reformation where needed.  
 

• And, in love, we ask as Americans and Christians what is our part in bringing reform to any 
system that includes racism, violence, killing and injustice. 

• And I certainly do not have all the answer to that question. 

• As Americans we have a voice in our government, we vote, we choose our representatives. 

• We should vote for those who we believe will do the best job to bring reform and justice. 
 

• And as Christians we can and should certainly pray! 

• We pray for wisdom for government officials, for justice, for the healing for our nation. 

• We pray against racism and violence. 
 

• We can pray especially for those we know who are directly involved. 

• I’ve been praying for my brother-in-law who’s a good police officer facing violence because of the 
actions of bad police officers. 

• And yesterday when I heard what happened to Derrick, I began to pray specifically for him and 
Cayla… 

• Praying for their safety and their ability to be a light in the midst of so much darkness.  
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• And along with prayer we can act. 

• Now I am not sure what specific actions you or I should take. 

• I have been praying about that for myself, and I would encourage you to do the same. 

• But I am sure that any actions we take must fall in line with what we’re seeing in Romans 12. 
 

• In this chapter and beyond, the Apostle Paul is appealing to Christians. 

• He is writing to those who’ve received the mercies of God, the gospel. 

• To those who’ve been saved by Grace through Faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

• And he’s telling us, that because you’ve received God’s mercies this is how you must live. 
 

• This is how you are to feel and behave in this world. 

• In good times, in bad times, in a democracy or dictatorship. 

• Whether you are in power or feel powerless. Whether there is peace or unrest. 

• Regardless of circumstances our response remains the same. 
 

• Therefore, Romans 12 tells us how we should act when there’s a pandemic  

• and how we should act when there is injustice, social unrest, peaceful protests, or riots. 
 

• It speaks to the kind of people we should be in all circumstances. 

• So, let me read Romans 12:9-21. 

• In these verses we find approximately 24 commands. 

• We’ve already looked at verses 9 and 10. 

• And today we’re only going to look at verse 11. 

• But I want us to hear the whole section. 

• Because in these verses we find not only commands for our daily lives, 

• But guidance for how we should act in these troubled times. Paul writes… 
 
Let love be genuine.  
 

• This is the theme, the overarching principle of how we are to relate to others in our world. 

• In these verses Paul is instructing us in how to genuinely love. 

• How to love those in the church and those in the world. He continues… 
 
Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo 
one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 
Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the 
saints and seek to show hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse 
them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one 
another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 
Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If 
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge 
yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, 
says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 
something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:9-21) 
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• Can you imagine a nation, a world that valued and sought to obey these commands from God? 

• It would be a place with little to no war, crime, violence, racism, and injustice. 

• But that is not the world we live in. 

• We live in a world that is not following after, the word of God. 

• Instead it’s following after, “the god of this world”, the evil one, Satan himself. 
 

• But as believers in Jesus Christ we are not of this world. (John 17:16) 

• Satan in not our God. 

• And in the power of Jesus Christ we can grow in our obedience to these commands. 
 

• And in so doing we can be an influence in our world. 

• An influence for good, pointing people to the gospel. 

• Calling people to be reconciled to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

• Showing by word and deed that Jesus is the way the truth and the life. 

• That He is the only one who can destroy the works of the devil. 

• That He is the only one that can truly transform and individual or a society. 
 

• So, I appeal to you brothers and sisters in Christ… 

• By the mercies of God, obey God’s commands found in Romans 12:9-21. 

• That God might use you, as our Bridges Mission Statement says, 

• to bring Christ centered change to your world. 
  

• Now in weeks to come we’ll walk through all of these verses. 

• Seeking to understand and obey the commands they contain. 

• But today we’re going to focus on the three commands found in Romans 12:11 
 
Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. (Romans 12:11) 
 

• I want us to see what these commands mean,  

• how they relate to one another  

• how they provide a foundation for obedience to all God’s other commands. 

• And how obedience to them will impact our world. 
 

• So, let’s begin by looking at the first two commands together. 

• Together they reveal…   
 
1. The Emotion of Our Obedience 
 
Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit.  (Romans 12:11) 
 

• It seems to me that Paul is saying similar thing from two different perspectives.  

• Negatively he’s saying, Don’t be slothful in zeal.  

• That word zeal means to be earnest or eager, diligent. 

• It is speaking primarily to what you do. 

• Don’t be lazy in what you do. 

• And positively he’s saying, be fervent in spirit.  

• Be excited in your spirit - be passionate about what you do. 
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• Now these commands need to be taken together. 

• Each one gives balance to the other.  

• Because, Do not be slothful in zeal 

• do not be lazy in zeal, could be taken to mean: be pragmatic.  

• Be super eager and diligent in what you do. 
 

• Work, work, work, and don’t worry about how you feel.  

• Getting things done is what matters.  

• Laziness is the great vice and hard work it the great virtue. 
 

• But when we consider the second command, be fervent in spirit. 

• We get a different, fuller picture. 

• The word fervent comes from the Latin fervens which means “boiling.”  

• That is exactly what this word means in the original Greek (zeontes): boiling in spirit.  
 

• So the idea is clearly not one of mere hard work or efficiency.  

• The spirit is in view, not just the body.  

• Feeling is in view, not just doing.  

• So, the point of both commands together is:  

• Don’t just do lots, feel lots. 
 

• And it works the other way also.  

• If you read only the second command, Be fervent in spirit,  

• you might conclude the Christian life is one of just heart passion.  

• That feelings, fervency, boiling in spirit, that’s all that matters.  

• But that will not do.  

• The first exhortation keeps us from unbalanced view:  

• Not just feel lots, but also do lots. 
 

• So, to sum it up, these first two commands together tell us that we are to do lots and feel lots. 

• Or we could say we are to be passionate about the many things we do. 

• Now it’s important to understand that Paul is not saying that doing lots of things (no matter what 
they are) with passion is important. 

• We all know people who are passionate about and work hard for the wrong things. 

• We need to see that our hard work and passion is to be directed, focused. 

• And that takes us to our second point. 

2. The Essence of Our Obedience 

• As we think about the 24 commands that we read in Romans 12:9-21. 

• As well as the 100s if not 1000s of others in God’s word. 

• What is at the essence, the heart of these commands and our obedience to them. 

• What do they all have in common? 

• And I believe we find the answer in the third part of verse 11. 

serve the Lord. (Romans 12:11) 
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• Three simple extremely powerful words. 

• Encapsulated in these words we have the essence of our obedience. 

• When we obey any command in Scripture, we are obeying this command. 

• We are serving the LORD. 
 

• That word serve is the Greek word douleuo and yes it means to serve, to do acts of service. 

• But it is more than that. 

• The word literally means to be a slave to, to be in bondage to. 

• Service involves not just doing acts of obedience for someone. 

• It means submission to someone. 
 

• We do not just serve the Lord we are His servants. 

• This harkens back to Romans 12:1 where we are commanded… 

…to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship. (Romans 12:1) 
 

• This is where our service to the Lord begins. 

• Not with a list of things that we can do for Him. 

• But presenting ourselves completely to Him. 

• Saying to the Lord, I will do what you want me to do,  

• I will go where you want me to go,  

• I will be who you want me to be. 

• I am your servant. 
 

• And from that flow’s obedience to all his other commands. 

• Let’s just think about the commands we’ve already covered in Romans 12:9-10. 

• When you let your love be genuine for other people, you are serving the LORD. 

• When you Abhor evil and hold fast to what is good you are serving the LORD. 

• When you prefer to honor others instead of receiving honor yourself, you are serving the LORD. 

• And we could continue with every other command in Scripture. 
 

• The essence of our obedience is service to the LORD. 

• And this is so important when we come to what can be exceedingly difficult commands to obey. 

• Now at times it may be difficult to have genuine love, to hate evil and cling to good. 

• Even in the church it can be difficult to love one another with brotherly affection or to outdo one 
another in showing honor. 
 

• But later Paul also gives us some commands that are not only difficult to obey but can go against 
can go against our logic. 

• For example, Romans 12:14 we are commanded to… 
 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. (Romans 12:14) 
 

• Really! 

• And in verse 17 we are commanded to… 
 
Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.  
(Romans 12:17) 
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• And then in verse 20 we read… 
 
…if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink... (Romans 
12:20) 
 

• Do you see how all of these commands go against the grain. 

• They are not only hard to do but hard to accept. 

• I mean we know it’s good to love one another our friends our family even our neighbors. 

• But do we know it’s good to love and care for our enemies. 
 

• Do we know it’s good to seek to bless (make happy) those who are persecuting us? 

• That when someone does evil to us we can’t pay them back,  

• instead we have to think about what is honorable. 

• If our enemy is hunger or thirsty; we are to seek to meet their physical needs. 
 

• How can we possibly do these things? Well in our selves we cannot. 

• But in the power of Christ we can, 

• Especially when we recognize that the essence of these (like all) commands is service to the Lord. 

• Paul makes this very clear in Colossians 3:23-24, speaking to bondservants about their 
obedience to their earthly masters he says… 

 
Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord 
you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. (Colossians 
3:23-24) 
 

• As we obey God’s commands, including those that are extremely difficult, like blessing and loving 
and feeding your enemies. 

• We need to see that at the heart of these commands we are obeying the Lord and not men. 

• That our obedience is service (again not to men but ultimately to the Lord Jesus Christ). 
 

• And when we do this, when we choose to serve the Lord by obeying his commands that defy 
human logic. 

• It is then that His light truly shines through us, 

• And others, including our enemies, see Christ in us. 
 

• Stephen Olford tells of a Baptist pastor during the American Revolution, Peter Miller, who lived in 
Ephrata, Pennsylvania, and enjoyed the friendship of George Washington.  

• In Ephrata also lived Michael Wittman, an evil-minded sort who did all he could to oppose and 
humiliate the pastor.  

• One day Michael Wittman was arrested for treason and sentenced to die.  

• Peter Miller traveled seventy miles on foot to Philadelphia to plead for the life of the traitor. 
 

• “No, Peter,” General Washington said. “I cannot grant you the life of your friend.” 

• “My friend!” exclaimed the old preacher. “He's the bitterest enemy I have.” 

• “What?” cried Washington. “You've walked seventy miles to save the life of an enemy?  

• That puts the matter in different light. I'll grant your pardon.” And he did. 

• Peter Miller took Michael Wittman back home to Ephrata--no longer an enemy but a friend. 
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• Now I don’t know what was in Peter Miller’s heart. 

• But I imagine this emotional act of love and blessing he showed for his enemy was obedience, 
was done in service to His Lord. 
 

• So, we have seen the emotion (the hard work and passion) of our obedience. 

• And we’ve seen the essence of our obedience, (service to the Lord) 

• Now let’s bring them together,  

• Hopefully getting a full picture of what it means to serve the Lord with Passion. 
 
Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. (Romans 12:11) 
 

• Serve the Lord with Passion  

• In your doing be as hard working and pragmatic as a businessman  

• And in your feeling be as passionate as a poet or a preacher.  

• Don’t say: I’m practical, not passionate.  

• Seek to be more passionate.  
 

• Don’t say: I’m passionate, not practical.  

• Seek to be more practical. 

• The Christian life is not about seeking some middle ground, some balance in life. 

• The Christian life is about going all in for Jesus Christ. 

• Presenting your body as a living sacrifice. 
 

• Remember the great commandment, Jesus said… 
 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind (Luke 10:27)  
 

• Some people think love for God equals obedience to God. 

• And yes love for God will be seen in our obedience, our service to Him. 

• But Jesus says behind our obedience there must be emotion. 

• Love him with your heart, soul, strength and mind. 
 

• Also, God promises to be found by us when we seek him with earnestness rather than half-
heartedness. Jeremiah 29:13-14,  

 
You will seek me and find me. When you seek me with all your heart, I will be found by you 
declares the Lord. (Jeremiah 29:13-14) 

• Over and over the Bible says: passion matters.  

• Wholeheartedness matters.  

• Don’t settle for anything less.  
 

• The picture of obedience to God is not that of a reluctant child who obeys his parents out of the 
fear of punishment or even desire for reward. 

• The picture is of a child that so loves his parents that he experiences great joy in pleasing them. (a 
much rarer picture in our world). 
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• And finally, Jesus speaks terrible words of warning to those whose service lacks emotion.  

• In Revelation 3:15-16, to the church in Laodicea, Jesus says… 
 
I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! So, 
because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. 
(Revelation 3:15-16) 
 

• I see your works, your “service to the Lord” and it’s halfhearted, emotionless, lazy, luke-warm and 
it makes me vomit. 

• That’s what the phrase to spit you out of my mouth literally means. 

• Our luke-warm emotionless service makes God sick. 
 

• So our service to the Lord should be done with passion. 

• And anything less is not only disobedient, it is inappropriate. 

• Because being saved by Jesus Christ is the greatest thing in the world.  

• It means having eternal life.  

• You cannot die.  

• You will live forever in overwhelming joy.  
 

• Nothing can separate you from the love of Christ.  

• Everything works for your good.  

• Not to be passionate about serving the one who provides all this and more… 

• is a sign of serious blindness to the true nature of the gospel. 
 

• For when we truly understand all that Christ has done for us. 

• When we internalize the mercies of God. 

• Then we will understand that the true essence of obedience is Passionate Service to the 
LORD! 
 

• And if that is not what you are experiencing, then I would encourage you to spend time going back 
to verse 1-2 of Romans 12. 

• I would encourage you to call upon the name of the Lord, presenting yourself to him as a living 
sacrifice. 

• Going to His word and praying that in it your mind would be renewed, and you would be 
transformed into one who is Passionate about serving the LORD. 
 

• And that takes us to our final point… 

• We need to be clear about… 

3. The Equipper of Our Obedience 

• Sometimes we wrongly think that our service to the LORD (passionate or not) is in some way 
paying him back for all he has done for us. 

• That serving him is the least we can do because he saved us. 

• And even though our service comes in response to what he has done for us. 
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• It is not and cannot have anything to do with paying him back. 

• Because as we’ve said before and will continue to make clear… 

• God (Jesus) the Spirit is the one who equips and empowers us to obey and serve. 

• In fact, we could say that our ability to serve the lord with passion is itself a mercy from the LORD. 
 

• We see this clearly in Paul’s life. 

• On several occasions, in His letters, he talks about his passionate service to the LORD.  

• but he also makes it clear that in all his service Christ is the one equipping and empowering and 
giving him the ability and emotion to serve. 

• For example, Romans 15:18,  

I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me to 
bring the Gentiles to obedience—by word and deed. (Romans 15:18) 

• Paul has passionately served.  

• Indeed, he has served with all his might and suffered greatly.  

• But, he says, Christ has accomplished it all by working through me.  

• My serving has been a receiving of Christ’s work in me.  

• He says it again in Colossians 1:28-29  

we proclaim [Christ], warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may 
present everyone mature in Christ. For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he 
powerfully works within me. (Colossians 1:28-29)  

• Paul serves passionately, he struggles, toils and fights 

• But deep down all his passionate service is a gift from the one he serves.  

• Serving Christ is a continual trusting and depending and receiving from Him. 
 

• And finally, Paul says it again in 1 Corinthians 15:10,  

By the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, 
I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. (1 
Corinthians 15:10) 

• Paul works hard, he is not slothful.  

• But all his working and serving is the effect of Christ equipping him. 
 

• It is because of God’s grace in his life that Paul or you or I can serve him with passion. 

• God has not just commanded us into his service,  

• but has become our Servant so that all our serving is a gift from Him. 
 

• And the reason (at least one reason) he has done this is that the giver gets the glory.  

• If we served him because he needed something from us, we would get the glory.  

• But if, as 1 Peter 4:11 says,  

…whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in 
everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 4:11) 
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• In our passionate service, we get the strength that God supplies,  

• So that he gets the glory. 

• His light shines through our lives into this dark world. 

• A world of sin, violence, sexual immorality, racism and injustice. 
 

• And as we allow his light to shine through us, change, transformation takes place. 

• Maybe not on a global, national, state or even city-wide level. 

• But in the lives of those who turn to the light. 

• For Jesus said… 

I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life. (John 8:12) 

• And Jesus also said to his disciples… 

You are the light of the world… (Matthew 5:14) 
 

• Which I take to means that we are Christ’s light (his representatives) in this world. 

• So, as we conclude, let us pray that we will allow the light of Christ to shine through our lives. 

• By serving him with passion. 

• By heartfelt obedience to his every command. 
 

• So that those who see our passionate service to our Lord. 

• Those who see the light of Christ shining through our lives… 

• Will come out of this dark world 

• And will have light of life in Christ Jesus! 
 

• Prayer 


