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Romans 12:10 (Week 87) 
05/31/2020 

Love and Honor 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This was meant to be spoken. 
 
S1 - Introduction & Review 
 

• Greetings Bridges Family 

• Today (Sunday March 31) is Pentecost Sunday. 

• For Israel, Pentecost was an annual harvest festival that came 50 (Penta) days after Passover.  

• But for the church it came to means something more. 

• In Acts Chapter 2, Luke records the church’s first Pentecost Sunday. 

• And it begins with these words… 
 
S2 - When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place.  
 

• Jesus followers (120 Jewish people) were gathered to celebrate the Jewish feast of Pentecost.  

• Luke goes on to tell us that these followers of Jesus were filled with the promised Holy Spirit. 

• They were empowered to be witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth.  

• So many people see this first Pentecost Sunday, as the Birth of the Church. 
 

• Now at Bridges we don’t always acknowledge Pentecost Sunday. 

• But today, I think it is well worth remembering and celebrating. 
 

• We and other churches have been unable to physically gather together since March 15  

• (11 weeks ago)  

• So, with the lifting of restriction,  

• This Sunday marks NOT the birth of the church, but a kind of rebirth. 

• A new beginning, as many churches, once again, are all together in one place. 
 

• Now for us at Bridges, May 31, marks a smaller regathering. 

• This week out of caution for the body, and in order to better comply with the recommendations of 
the State, we are having a limited coming together.  

• But next week (June 7) we’ll open the gathering to all who desire to join us. 

• So, for us Pentecost Sunday can symbolizes our ability to once again be together in one place. 
 

• Now, having been apart for so long, I want to remind us of why we come together. 

• There are many reasons,  

• And chief among them is the corporate worship of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

• A number of people have told me that they have enjoyed and benefited from our online services. 

• And I praise God for that. 
 

• But online is no substitute for the coming together of God’s people. 

• For me personally, preaching to a camera is not the same, as preaching to the people of God. 

• And, worshipping through video is not the same as worshiping with my brothers and sister in 
Christ. 

• It’s not the same, and it was never meant to be. 
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• So, we certainly come together to worship and honor and praise God. 

• We come together hear the word preached, to be equipped, to have our minds renewed and to be 
transformed by the power of God. 
 

• But we also come together for another especially important reason. 

• A reason I’m not sure we all really get. 

• We come together because we are family. 

• Throughout this COVID-19 crisis the only people we are supposed to be in contact with is our 
immediate families, those who live in the same house. 
 

• Christina and I extended that to include our kids, grandkids, parents, and some of Christina’s 
sisters. 

• But it was still all in the family. 
 

• And I understand that for health and safety we as a church family have not been able to come 
together. 

• But this really points to the fact that often times we don’t think of our church family in the same 
way we think of our physical family. 
 

• And that is certainly natural. 

• I mean we have a special natural bond to our kids, grandkids, parents, brothers, sisters. 

• As I discovered with my first grandson David,  

• I now experience again with my new grandson Jonathan. 

• The deep love I have for this little helpless baby is a somewhat unexplainable but natural thing.  

• It’s a Family Thing. 
 

• And as we come to our passage for today. 

• I want us to see that God is calling us, commanding us to have a similar kind of natural family love 
for one another. 

• Now we saw this, in part, already at the beginning of Romans 12:9 where Paul wrote.. 
 
S3 - Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. (Romans 12:9) 
 

• Remember in Romans Chapter 12 Paul is instructing us in how to live the Christian life. 

• And in verses 9-21, the focus is on how we are to love other people. 

• People in the church and people in the world. 
 

• Several weeks ago, we talked about how genuine (unhypocritical) love agape love is a selfless, 
God like, spirit impowered emotional love that results in acts of love for other people. 

• And then last week we saw how this genuine love for others is related to abhorring (hating) what is 
evil and holding fast to what is good. 
 

• Now today we’re going to continue to look at this idea of loving one another. 

• And we will add the idea of honoring one another. 

• In Romans 12:10 we read… 
 

S4 - Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. (Romans 
12:10) 
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• The focus of these two “one another” commands is on those in the church. 

• The “one another” is not everybody,  

• Now this doesn’t mean you can’t have affection for an unbeliever. You can.  

• And it doesn’t mean you shouldn’t honor unbelievers. You should.  
 

• But the focus here is on (or in) the church. 

• On your brothers and sisters in Christ, this is family stuff. 
  

• And so today, on this Pentecost Sunday,  

• In celebration of the birth of the early church. 

• And in celebration of our ability to again come together in one place. 

• I want us to seek to understand and obey these two commands. 

• I want us, at Bridges Church, to grow in our understanding and ability to be The Family of God. 

• So let’s begin by looking at… 

S5 – 1. The Interpretation of These Commands 

• What do these commands mean? 

• Let’s take them one at a time. 

• First, what does it mean to love one another with brotherly affection. 

• Now both of the key words, love and brotherly affection (one word in the Greek), are filled with 
emotion. 
 

• So right off the bat I want us to know that the sometimes “Christian” notion that we don’t have to 
like people, but we should love them is not Biblical.  

• Of course, it’s true that you should still act lovingly toward someone you don’t currently like.  

• You should help and treat people respectfully, even if you don’t feel positively toward them. 
 

• And in the moment, that may be the best you can do.  

• But that is not the end, that is not the kind of love God calls us to have. 

• And that is clearly not the kind of love Paul is talking about here. 
 

• We see this in the definitions of these two words. 

• The first word “love” is not the word agape that we talked about several week ago. 

• It is another Greek word (or compound word) philo-storgoi 

• It is only used once in the New Testament (here in Romans 12:10),  

• but it is found throughout Greek literature. 

• It means to cherish, to be fond of, especially your family, your parents, children or other relatives. 

• It’s an emotional comfortable family kind of love. 
 

• The other word, “brotherly affection” is the Greek Philadelphia – city of brotherly love. 

• and it’s just what it says.  

• It’s the affection of (brothers and sisters) a love that comes from being part of the same family. 
  

• Now of course family love is not perfect. 

• You can have disagreements with or get angry at a family member. 

• But let some bully pick on your brother or sister, and the brotherly affection appears. 
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• I assure you that no one would have ever nominated me for the brother of the year award. 

• My brother and I fought all the time, and since I was older, I did the most damage. 

• But one of the few fights, not with my brother, that I got into as a kid was because someone else 
was picking on my brother. 
 

• There is a loving affection we have for our family that goes beyond the norm and sometimes even 
defies logic. 

• We love them, not for what they do or who they are, but because they are part of our family.  

• And Paul is saying, this is the kind of love and affection you are supposed to have for one another 
other in the church.  
 

• Now maybe your first reaction to that is…  

• No way I can’t do that.  

• There are too just too many strange, weird, different, unlikable people in the church.  

• And I say to that, I get it, I have spent time with many of you (HA)… 
 

• But here’s the deal. 

• We can never truly obey any of God’s commands (including these) in our own strength. 

• As Jesus says to his disciples about obedience to God… 

S6 - With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible. (Matthew 19:26) 

• Now, we’ll talk more about how God does the impossible and enables us to obey his commands. 

• But now let’s look at the meaning of the second command. 

S7 - Outdo one another in showing honor. (Romans 12:10) 

• To show honor is different from having affection.  

• It is less of an emotion and more of an action. 

• You can honor a person that you have no affection for.  
 

• Now Paul doesn’t want you to choose between these. 

• I have affection for him but I can honor her.  

• Instead he says, do both. 
  

• But again, they are different.  

• Honoring someone means to treat them, with your words and deeds, as worthy. 

• To act and speak in such a way that says you value this person. 
 

• We honor one another when we don’t speak negatively to them or about them,  

• but instead focus our words on the positive. 

• We honor one another when we do things for one another, acts of service, acts of kindness. 

• Saying and doing these kinds of things demonstrates honor,  

• They show that we value one another. 
 

• Now the reality is, a person may not be worthy of honor.  

• But you can do it anyway.  

• Some honoring means treating people better than they deserve. 
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• For example, Paul says to Christian bondservant,  

S8 - Let all who are under a yoke as bondservants regard their own masters as worthy of all 
honor, so that the name of God and the teaching may not be reviled. (1 Timothy 6:1) 
 

• The master may be a dirty rotten scoundrel,  

• but for the sake of God, you can “regard” him as worthy of honor.  

• You can count him (or her) worthy, in the same way God counts you righteous.  

• That doesn’t mean you don’t see their faults.  

• But you act and you speak to honor them. 

• So, showing honor is not always a response to someone being honorable. 

• In fact, showing honor is more about the one giving the honor that the one receiving it. 

• I think we can see the first part of the command. 

S9 - outdo one another in showing honor. (Romans 12:10) 

• Now what does it mean to outdo one another… 

• I don’t think it means that we are to make showing honor a competition. 

• I honored her more than you did, I WIN! 
 

• Instead, I think it means to “prefer to honor rather than be honored.”  

• If you try to out honor someone it means you love to honor more than you love to be honored.  

• You enjoy lifting others up more than you enjoy being lifted yourself. 
  

• So, don’t give energy to how you can be honored, (which is a problem with many) 

• but instead give energy to how you can honor others.  

• Put to death the desire for personal honor and seek to honor others in the body of Christ. 

• So, that is the interpretation (the meaning) of these commands 

• Now we turn to… 

S10 - 2. The Importance of These Commands 

• Why does it matter that we love and honor one another? 

• Let me give you three reasons why these commands are important. 

• There are certainly reason more, but let’s focus you these three. 

• And I also want us to notice that these three reasons, really apply to all of God’s commands. 

• So First, these commands are important because… 

S11 – A. They Declare Our New Nature in Christ 

• What I mean by that is when we are born again,  

• When we are justified by grace through faith, 

• When we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, 

• God does an actual work in our lives. 

• We enter into the process of transformation.  

• We become new creatures in Christ. 

• We receive a new nature in Christ. 
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• And being in Christ means we naturally develop new behaviors and new affections. 

• These behaviors like showing honor and love to one another, 

• are the natural result of the new nature we have in Christ. 

• They are the natural fruit of being in Christ.  
 

• If you see apples on a tree, they declare that it is an apple tree. 

• And if you see someone behaving like Christ,  

• Loving, honoring like Christ, they are declaring that they are in Christ. 

• That they have receive a new nature and that Christ is at work in their lives. 
 

• So, you might ask, if these behaviors are the natural fruit of our new nature in Christ, 

• Why are they commanded? 

• Well, like all fruit, for them to grow, they need to be cultivated. 
 

• But that growth and cultivation takes place only because we’ve been given the soil of a new 
Christ-Like nature. 

• Our new nature provides a natural place for growth. 
 

• So that in Christ, our affection for one another is natural because the new birth means that we are 
all born into the same family.  

• We have one Father, and we are all brothers and sisters.  

• 1 John 5:1 says,  

S12 - Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 
loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. (1 John 5:1) 

• In other words, love for the Father shows itself in love for the children.  

• Affection for God brings affection for his children.  

• We will spend eternity with God and one another in loving relationships.  

• There will be no suspicion or conflict or bitterness or pride or judgement in heaven.  

• And God (right now) commands us to live in the light of that eternal reality. 

• We declare the reality of our new nature in Christ by living in loving relationships with the 
family of God. 
 

• And we declare the reality of our new nature in Christ by preferring to honor those in the family of 
God more that receiving honor ourselves.  

• Now honoring one another comes much more naturally when we truly understand just how much 
God has honored us. 
 

• And when we understand that we are not worthy of God’s honor. 

• In fact, in ourselves, we are infinitely dishonorable to God.  

• We have brought great dishonor on God for how little we love him,  

• and how much we prefer other things to him.  

• Nevertheless, God has loved and honored us by giving his Son on our behalf. 

• In Romans 5:8 Paul writes…  

S13 - but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
(Romans 5:8) 
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• While we were rebelling against God, dishonoring Him 

• He honored us by rescuing us from sin and death and hell and Satan and by giving us a place in 
His Kingdom. 

• And beyond all-natural comprehension the sovereign Son of God honors us by becoming one of 
us and serving us. 

• Jesus says of himself… 

S14 - even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many. (Matthew 20:28) 
 

• John Piper makes this application to the undeserved honor we receive from God… 

• I couldn’t resist using this picture… 
 
S15 - We have been so immeasurably honored in mercy that not to prefer to honor as we have 
been honored is to betray that we have not tasted the treasure of our salvation. (John Piper) 

• If seeing how much undeserved merciful honor God has bestowed and continues to bestow upon 
us, doesn’t naturally cause us to seek to honor others. 

• Then either we don’t really understand just how underserving we are and how merciful God is. 

• Or we have never truly experienced the joy of salvation. 
 

• But when the honor we have received from God naturally causes us to prefer to honor one 
another. 

• This declares (it shows it reveals) our new nature in Christ. 
 

• So First, loving with affection and preferring to honor are important because they declare our new 
nature in Christ.  

• They shout forth this is the way children of God treat each other.  

• This is who we are! 
 

• And then building on that… 

• When our new nature in Christ is declared through obedience to these commands... 

• We see the Second reason these commands are important… 

S16 - B. They Display the Glory of Christ 

• God commands that we love with affection and prefer to honor over being honored,  

• because when we do, the glory (the greatness) of Christ is displayed.  

• because Christ is the one who empowers us to obey, to live this way  

• and when we live this way it is a picture of Christ’s own character.  

• Ephesians 4:32 says,  

S17 - Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave 
you. (Ephesians 4:32) 

• The kindness, tenderness and forgiveness (the love and honor) we have for one another is rooted 
in the fact that we have received all these things from God in Christ Jesus. 

• So, when we love and honor one another, 

• We are painting a picture of the way Christ loves and honors us. 
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• And this displays His Glory,  

• and this leads to the third reason these commands are important.  

• Because 

S18 – C. They Draw the World to Christ 

• Even though the focus of these commands is inward, within the church. 

• There is also an outward effect. 
 

• God commands that we love with affection and honor each other because this draws the world to 
Christ.  

• When you glorify Christ by loving Christians affectionately and outdoing each other in showing 
honor,  

• the world will see and be more inclined to turn to Christ.  

• This is one application of what Jesus said in Matthew 5:16 

S19 - In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 5:16) 

• As our light of love and honor for one another shines forth, 

• The world sees and the world takes notice  

• and some of the world is drawn to give glory to God by trusting in Jesus Christ. 
 

• In his book, History of Christian Missions, Stephen Neill shows that the remarkable growth of 
the early Church in the Roman Empire was, under God, empowered by the kind of community 
these believers created,  

• A community of loyal, loving, humble, affectionate, respectful, sacrificial relationships.  

• A community of love and honor for one another. 

• A community that the fearful and fragmented pagans saw and were drawn to. 

• And the world was changed. 
 

• So I hope you see and are motivated by these important reasons why God has given us these and 
other commands.  

• Let us at Bridges seek to love and honor one another. 

• And in so doing declare our new nature in Christ, Display the glory of Christ 

• And cause the world to be drawn to Christ. 

• AMEN! 
 

• Now that is all well and good but question comes, how do we do that? 

• And that brings us to our third and final point. 

S20 - 3. The Implementation of These Commands 

• How do we become the kind of people who love and honor one another? 

• Let me first answer by summarizing some of what we’ve already seen today and in weeks past 
about obeying practical biblical commands… 

• And then I’ll give four brief but practical implementations,  

• Four how-tos for obedience to these commands. 
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• First the summary,  

• To obey these commands, you need to know that God commanded them,  

• you need to know that your obedience comes as part of your new nature in Christ (obedience is 
the fruit from being in Christ);  

• And you need to admit that you can’t be this kind of person without God’s power (you can’t create 
real affection and authentic honor); 

• You need to understand that obedience to these commands is a work of God in your life. 
 

• And that takes us to the first of four practical steps to obeying these commands… 

S21 -  A. Pray for Yourself 

• Nothing is impossible with God. 

• So, pray earnestly and regularly that God, by His Spirit’s work within you,  

• would do whatever he has to do to make you more and more into this kind of loving and honoring 
person. 

• And then second… 

S22 – B. Preach to Yourself  

• Preach the truths of God’s word to yourself. 

• Know that the truth of God’s word that we claim for ourselves apply to our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. 

• Preach that other believers, no matter how imperfect, are the children of God, your Father.  
 

• Tell yourself the truth that they are your brothers and sisters, forever.  

• Remind yourself that Christ shed his blood for them.  

• They are forgiven for all the things about them that make you upset.  

• They are justified by faith alone.  
 

• God has clothed them with the righteousness of Christ,  

• you clothe them with the righteousness of Christ. 
  

• Yes they do bad things.  

• Yes, they have bad attitudes.  

• Yes, they are immature and annoying.  

• But don’t dishonor the blood of Christ that covers all that. 
  

• Glorify Christ’s finished work and the word of God by the way you apply it to them.  

• Then let your love grow. 

• And third 

S23 – C. Praise the Positive  

• Every believer has positive evidences of God’s grace in their lives.  

• God is at work in every saint.  

• Don’t dishonor the work of God by only complaining about the works of the flesh.  
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• Look for and praise the evidences of grace in the lives of your brothers and sisters in Christ.  

• This is what God is going to do for you at the last judgment.  

• He is going to gather up all the Ds and Fs in your life and burn them.  
 

• Then he will spread out your Cs and Bs and rejoice over the evidences of grace in your life.  

• (I don’t think there will be many As and certainly no A+s).  
 

• So now, do for others what God will do for you then.  

• Rejoice (Praise God) for every evidence of grace. 
 

• We do this with our children and grandchildren, right. 

• David, you are such a good boy for not throwing your food this time. 
 

• Let us praise the positive in the lives of each other.  

• And finally,… 

S24 – D. Ponder Your Past  

• In Ephesians 2:12 Paul writes 
 

S25 - remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world. (Ephesians 2:12) 

• Think about the fact that you were once undeserving of all divine affection and all divine honor.  

• But God has given you both in Jesus Christ.  

• In Philippians 2:3 Paul writes  

S26 - Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. (Philippians 2:3) 

• humility or lowliness is the key to “counting others better than our selves”, 

• that is, counting them worthy of love and honor.  

• So never forget your undeserving position.  

• Who you were before Christ and what Christ did for you? 

• This is perhaps the most important answer to the question  

• How do I become a person who truly loves and honors by brothers and sisters in Christ?  

• ANSWER: Wake up and realize and feel the preciousness of God’s mercy to you personally. 

• Remember how this chapter begins:  

S27 - I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God… (Romans 12:1) 

• Yes, by the mercies of God, we can love each other with brotherly affection.  

• By the mercies of God we can outdo one another in showing honor.  
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• When a person has been plucked from a burning building, or from a sinking ship, or from a dread 
disease, everything looks precious, especially people.  

• Oh, how affectionate we are to the people on the shore where we have just been saved.  

• Well, that is our true condition.  

• Wake up to it.  

• Revel in it.  

• Revel in mercy.  

• And affections for God’s people will grow and you will love to honor them. 
 

• And so, as we prepare to come back together as a church. 

• It is my prayer that we come with a new resolve to be the family of God. 

• To genuinely affectionately love and show honor to one another. 
 

• Prayer… 


