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Romans 12, Matthew 5:1-12 (Week 93) 
08/12/2020 

Reviewing the Commands 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
Introduction & Review  
 

• I’ll be on vacation for the next two weeks. 

• So, Chad, our Associate Pastor, will bring the message next week on ______________ 

• And the following week in his preaching debut, elder Sean Cadd will bring a message from the 
book of Lamentations. 
 

• Now last week we got to the end of Romans Chapter 12. 

• A chapter filled with practical instructions/commands for Living the Christian Life.  

• And I didn’t want to start Chapter 13 until I get back from vacation. 

• So, I thought we’d spend one more week going over Chapter 12. 

• In some ways today will be a review. 
 

• But I also want to add something new, 

• something that I pray will motivate us in our pursuit of obedience to all of God’s commands. 

• But I’m saving that for last… 
 

• First, let’s review  

• And I want to being by… 
 

1. Observing the Commands 
  

• Specifically, I want to observe the commands in Romans 12:9-21. 

• In these 13 verses we find right around 24 commands. 

• And we’ve already gone through this section verse by verse. 

• And I hope we know it’s theme… ANYONE know the theme of Romans 12:9-21? 

• It is found in the first command or Romans 12:9 
 
Let love be genuine… (Romans 12:9) 
 

• And following this opening thematic command Paul goes on to give 23 more commands that 
relate to genuine (unhypocritical) love. 

• Now to help us remember these commands, I’ve divided them into four different categories. 

• First, there are general commands that tell us… 
 
A. How to be a Loving Person 
 

• If we’re going to love the way God wants us to, then we’ll obey these commands. 

• We will be these kind of people. 

• People who as Romans 12:9 says… 
 
…Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. (Romans 12:9) 
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• As those who hate evil and cling to what is good (cling to God) 

• We not will only refrain from doing evil to others, (which is certainly loving) 

• But we are able to help people avoid evil and point them to what is truly good. 
 

• And what is the greatest good? God himself. 

• When we abhor evil and hold fast to what is good, we provide, in this fallen world, and example of 
what it means to follow a loving God.  

• So those who hate evil and cling to good are loving people. 

• And then in verse 11 we are commanded. 
 
Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. (Romans 12:11) 
 

• In other words, serve the Lord with passion. 

• And passionate service to the Lord means genuinely loving and serving others,  

• service to the Lord means Loving Him and loving your neighbor as yourself. 

• Passionate hardworking people are loving people. 

• Then in verse 12 we are told to… 
 
Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. (Romans 12:12) 
 

• As we rejoice in the future hope of salvation, we are able in love to share that hope with others. 

• Hopeful people are loving people. 

• As we are patient in tribulation, we are able in love to demonstrate patients with others. 

• Patient people are loving people. 

• And as we are constant in prayer, we can pray for the needs of others.  

• Praying people are loving people. 

• And then in verse 16 we read… 
 
Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. (Romans 
12:16) 
 

• One of the greatest killers of love is pride, putting yourself above others. 

• Believing your thoughts and needs are more important than others. 

• But Paul says, don’t be haughty (high minded, prideful)  

• Instead, in love, associate with the lowly (those who your society/culture call less than). 
 

• And never be wise in your own sight, never think you have it all figured out. 

• Humble people are loving people. 
 

• So first, Paul gives us commands that show us how to be a loving person. 

• Then Second, there are commands that show us  
 
B. How to Love One Another (in the church). 

 

• These are straight forward, not much comment is needed. 

• In verse 10 we read. 
 
Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. (Romans 
12:10) 
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• Have a family kind of love for one another. 

• And love one another by preferring to give honor over receiving honor. 

• Then in verse 13 Paul says.. 
 
Contribute to the needs of the saints… (Romans 12:13) 
 

• When a brother or sister is in need, in love help them out. 

• And in verse 16 we find… 
 
Live in harmony with one another… (Romans 12:16)  
 

• Or be of the same mind toward one another. 

• In love listen and seek to understand one another.  

• So, Second Paul gives us commands that show us how to love one another. 

• Then Third, there are commands that apply to everyone, 
  

C. How to Love All People 
 

• In verses 13 we read… 
 
…seek to show hospitality. (Romans 12:13) 
 

• This applies to all, Christian or non-Christian, especially strangers. 

• In love, invite people in, share with them, help to meet their needs, be hospitable to all people. 

• Then in verse 15 we read. 
 
Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. (Romans 12:15) 
 

• No matter what circumstances we find other people in… 

• In love, we are to have compassion for them, we are to empathize with them. 

• We are to put ourselves in their shoes. 

• Then in verse 17… 
 
…give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. (Romans 12:17) 
 

• This doesn’t mean that what others think defines what is honorable. 

• It means that you consider those around you, and you seek to live in an honorable way toward 
them. 

• And finally, in verse 18 we are told… 
 

If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. (Romans 12:18) 
 

• Seek peace, it’s not always possible because some in the world will have no peace with God or 
his people. 

• But in love seek to live at peace with all. 
 

• So, those are the commands that instruct us in how to love all people. 
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• And Finally, and most difficulty, there are commands that tell us  
 
D. How to Love Your Enemies 
 

• In verse 14 we read… 
 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. (Romans 12:14) 
 

• Seek good not evil for those who persecute you. 

• Then in verse 17… 
 
Repay no one evil for evil… (Romans 12:17) 
 

• And that leads to verse 19 which says… 
 
Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, 
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, 
feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning 
coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:19-
21) 
 

• This is what we looked at just last week. 

• We saw that in love we must let go of our own desires for vengeance and trust that God will make 
sure that justice is done. 
 

• And more than just letting go of vengeance we are also to seek love our enemies by meeting their 
needs. 

• And in so doing we are not overcome by evil, but we overcome evil with good. 

• So that’s a very quick review of the commands in Romans 12:9-21. 
 

• But before we move one, I want to remind us of something very important. 

• That is, for the most part, these commands involve not just our actions but our emotions. 

• We are not just commanded to do certain things but to feel certain ways. 
 

• God is commanding us to be a different kind of person. 

• One who genuinely loves other people,  

• who feel affection for their brothers and sisters in Christ, 

• who hates it when evil is done to others,  

• who has empathy and compassion. 

• who is passionate about serving the LORD. 

• who loves and desire the good of their enemies. 
 

• That’s what it means to let love be genuine. 

• It’s a real love that flows forth into radical action towards others, including enemies. 

• And one of the questions we have continually asked throughout our study of these verses is this… 

• How can we possibly do that? 
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• Not just how can we act in the way God commands,  

• but how can we feel in the way God commands. 

• And throughout our time walking through this Chapter, 

• we have seen different answers to this question. 

• And so, what I want to do is give you those answers one more time in summary form. 

• Again, to review and help you in…   
 
2. Obeying the Commands  
 

• This is really a review or Romans 12:1-2. 

• And so again we won’t spend a great deal of time explaining. 

• But I want to remind you of how it’s possible to obey the difficult commands that God gives. 

• Paul begins this chapter by laying the foundation for the obedience he calls us to... 

• He says… 
 
A. Remember God’s Mercies 
 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God… (Romans 12:1) 
 

• Our motivation for obedience to the commands that follow are the mercies of God,  

• the mercies that Paul has detailed in Romans 1-11. 
 

• The mercies of forgiveness, justification, righteousness, salvation and so much more. 

• We must remember that it is only by the love and mercy of God that we who were sinners are 
saved. 

• God in his mercy provided Jesus Christ who died in our place and took on the wrath of God that 
we deserved. 

• So, Paul appeals to us by the mercies of God to obey what follows…  
 

• And the first and most important thing we are to do, 

• What is necessary for all the rest is to… 
 

B. Release Yourself to God 
 

• Romans 12:1 continues… 
 

…to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship. (Romans 12:1) 
 

• To obey the commands of God we must first release ourselves to God. 

• We must surrender our lives fully to God’s will and God’s ways. 

• This is our spiritual worship or reasonable service. 
 

• This is as it should be,  

• if Christ died for you, then you now belong to him. 

• Obedience begins by releasing yourself to God…. 
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• And then you must… 
 

C. Reject the World 
 

• Romans 12:2 begins… 
 
Do not be conformed to this world… (Romans 12:2)  
 

• We cannot obey the commands of God if we are conforming to this fallen world. 

• It’s only when we reject the ways, the patterns of this world,  

• patterns or pride and selfishness and rebellion against God that we will truly be able to obey God’s 
commands,  

• To love of this world makes it impossible to love God and to obey his commands to love others. 

• So you must reject the World. 

• And then you are to… 
 

D. Renew Your Mind 
 

• Romans 12:2 continues… 
 
…but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the 
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. (Romans 12:2) 
 

• This is the clearest verse on how you can obey God’s commands. 

• Because it says that when we are transformed (changed) by the renewal of our minds. 

• It is then that we are able to discern what the will of God is. 
 

• We truly see what God wants of us… 

• We know and do the will of God when we are transformed by the renewal of our minds. 

• And it is the renewal of our minds that leads to our transformation. 

• And how do we renew our minds? 
 

• Through the mind renewing word of God.  

• Through holding fast to what is good – That is God’s revelation of himself in His World. 

• As we dwell on, spend time reading, meditating, applying and obeying,  

• our minds are renewed, and we are transformed. 

• But that transformation is not something we do to ourselves. 

• We must… 
 

E. Rely on the Spirit 
 

• Romans 12:2 talks about our transformation by the renewal of our minds, 

• but it doesn’t say exactly what we are being transformed into or who does the transformation.  

• But in 2 Corinthians 3:18 Paul makes this clear. 

• He says… 
 
And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the 
Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:18) 
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• As the veil between you and God is lifted you are able to behold his glory. 

• You see him (through His word) for who he truly is in all his holiness and righteousness and 
justice…. 
 

• Your mind is renewed by the glory of the LORD. 

• And you are transformed into the same image (the image of Jesus Christ) 

• From one degree of glory to another… It is a process of transformation. 
 

• The more we behold the glory of God,  

• the more our minds are renewed and the more we are transformed into the image of Jesus Christ. 
 

• And notice Paul makes it very clear, this is all a work of the Spirit. 

• He says, This comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 

• God has given us His Spirit, and his Spirit is working in our lives to bring about transformation. 
 

• The Spirit is changing us into people who can truly obey God’s commands. 

• Commands to love God and love people in ways we could not even comprehend before the Spirit 
entered our lives. 

• So, rely on the Spirt to transform you into one who will obey God’s commands. 
 

• And if you find yourself struggling to obey,  

• Remember God’s Mercies, Release Yourself to God, Reject the World, Renew Your Mind,  

• And Rely on the Spirit… 

• turn to God turn to His word, behold his glory and pray that by his Spirt you will be transformed 
into one who can love like God has commanded you to love. 
 

• Now that is all review, and I pray that God uses this repetition in our lives to renew our minds and 
bring about needed transformation. 
 

• Now we turn to something new, at least in our study of Romans 12. 

• This is icing on the cake in our pursuit to observe and obey the commands God has given us in 
Romans 12. 

• I want us to see that God desires us to find enjoyment in our obedience. 

• So let’s look at… 
 
3. Enjoying the Commands 
 

• Do you understand that there is great joy in obeying God’s commands? 

• And this just makes sense right, God is our creator. 

• He knows what’s best for us, He’s promised to work all things together for good in our lives. 
 

• And YES, he wants you to be happy? 

• Did you know that, did you know that God created you to be happy? 

• Not happy in the things of this world but happy in Him. 

• In Psalm 144:15 we read… 
 
…Blessed are the people whose God is the LORD! (Psalms 144:15) 
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• That Hebrew word Blessed means to be happy. 

• In fact, the KJV translated it Happy are the people whose God is the LORD! 

• Does that come as a shock to you, that God wants you to be happy in Him? 

• And part of that happiness, enjoyment comes in our obedience to His commands. 
 

• I think we’ve all experienced the Joy of Obedience. 

• When we come to Christ, when we release ourselves to Him, we become his willing servants. 

• And our desire is to please and there by glorify our master. 
 

• And when we willing obey his commands it brings him Glory. 

• And along with God’s receiving Glory we receive great joy in our obedience to Him. 

• That was certainly true for Jesus. 

• When it came to the most difficult commands he had to obey. 

• That is, going to the cross and dying for our sins… 

• The Author of Hebrews writes… 
 
looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of 
God. (Hebrews 12:2) 
 

• Jesus went to the cross,  

• he submitted to and obeyed the will of His Father for the joy set before him. 

• For the Joy of Glorifying God and for the Joy of Redeeming those who would trust in Him. 

• Jesus obeyed for the Joy set before him. 

• Jesus found joy in obedience. 
 

• And we are to look to Him, the founder and perfecter of our faith. 

• And Jesus tells us that we will experience Joy (Happiness) in our obedience as well. 

• Where does he say that? 
 

• Well specifically in the Beatitudes,  

• the beginning of the sermon on the mount. 

• He says over and over again… 

• Blessed (and like the Hebrew word the Greek Word for Blessed also means Happy) 

• Happy are the ____________ for they shall _______________ 

• That’s the pattern of the beatitudes, 

• Jesus, again and again tells us how to be happy.  
 

• And what I want us to do with the remainder of our time leading into communion is to quickly go 
through the beatitudes that describe to us how to be happy. 

• And related them to some of the commands we find in Romans Chapter 12. 
 

• What I want us to see is that in the sermon on the Mount Jesus tells us what it takes to be 
Blessed. 

• To be happy. 

• And that what it takes relates directly to the commands we are given in Romans 12. 

• OKAY… 
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• So the first Beatitude says… 
 
A. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 5:3) 
 

• The poor in spirit are those who recognize they are in need of God’s help. 

• And it’s when we realize we need God’s help that we release ourselves to him, 

• that we obey the first commands of Romans 12… 
 
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. (Romans 12:1) 
 

• This is a command for the poor in spirit. 

• And when we obey this command, we are blessed by inheriting the kingdom of heaven. 

• So, releasing yourself to God is not only the first step in obedience to God. 

• It is also the first step into an eternal enjoyable relationship with God. 

• There is Joy in being poor in spirit and presenting yourself to God as a living sacrifice… 

• Second Beatitude… 
 

B. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. (Matthew 5:4) 
 

• Living in this fallen world with it’s sin and death gives us many reasons for mourning. 

• But Jesus promises comfort to those who mourn. 

• And that comfort certainly comes from the Spirit,  

• but it also comes through the Spirit filled people of God. 

• As we obey Romans 12:15… 
 
Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. (Romans 12:15) 
 

• Rejoicing with those who rejoice by definition brings Joy. 

• But there is joy in mourning as well. 

• As we mourn with those who mourn we become their comfort. 

• And they are blessed, and we are blessed. 

• There can be great joy and comfort in times of mourning with those who mourn. 

• Third Beatitude… 
 
C. Blessed are the meek (gentle, humble), for they shall inherit the earth. (Matthew 5:5) 
 

• The meek are those who do not assert themselves over others to further their own agendas in 
their own strength. 

• Romans Chapter 12 has two commands that relate to this… 

• In verse 3 we… 
 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment... (Romans 12:3) 
 

• And verse 16… 
 
…Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. (Romans 
12:16) 
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• Those who obey these commands to not be high minded, to think rightly about ourselves, to be 
meek, humble and Gentle. 

• Jesus says they will be blessed because they will inherit the earth. 

• They will rule in God’s Kingdom. 

• There is joy in rejecting pride and embracing meekness. 

• Fourth Beatitude… 
 
D. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 

(Matthew 5:6) 
 

• Do you have a deep desire for righteousness, to have victory over sin? 

• Then obey the first command of Romans Chapter 12… 
 
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice… (Romans 12:1) 
 

• Because that is the only way to be righteous, to be… 
 
holy and acceptable to God... (Romans 12:1) 
 

• And so, when you present yourself fully to God, you will be satisfied. 

• Because, in Christ, you are righteous. 

• There is great joy in the righteousness you have received from Christ. 

• Fifth Beatitude… 
 
E. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. (Matthew 5:7) 
 

• There is great blessing for those who are merciful. 

• For they receive mercy from God. 

• And Paul appeals to us by that mercy we have received from God to have mercy on others. 

• To… 
 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. (Romans 12:14) 
Repay no one evil for evil, (Romans 12:17) 
 

• What can seem crazy to us, blessing those who persecute us. 

• Jesus says, will be a blessing to us.  

• There is joy in being merciful to others, even to our enemies. 

• Sixth Beatitude… 
 
F. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. (Matthew 5:8) 
 

• The pure in heart are those who run from sin and evil, 

• They do not conform to this world. 
 

• Instead they seek the things of God. 

• Another way to describe the pure in heart is found in Romans 12:9. 

• The pure in heart are those who…  
 
Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. (Romans 12:9) 
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• And Jesus says those people will be blessed happy because they receive the ultimate joy of 
seeing God. 

• And I believe that comes in stages. 
 

• Right now, we can see God as he has revealed himself in his word and in our lives. 

• And that is a blessing. 

• And one day we will fully see him face to face and will thus experience eternal blessing. 

• Eternal joy, eternal happiness. 

• There is great joy in hating evil and holding fast to good. 

• Seventh Beatitude… 
 
G. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. (Matthew 5:9) 
 

• As we said last week. 

• God is a God of peace and he desires us to be peacemakers. 

• He desires that… 
 
If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. (Romans 12:18) 
 

• For when we seek to bring peace there is great joy because we are sons of the great 
peacemaker, our Father in Heaven. 

• And finally, the Eighth and Ninth beatitudes… 
 

H. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. (Matthew 5:10-12) 

 

• I won’t read it again, but in Romans 12 we are commanded to love our enemies. 

• To meet the needs of our enemies. 

• To not seek vengeance against our enemies. 
 

• And in Matthew 5 Jesus promises that when we obey these commands. 

• We will be blessed, we will be happy, we can rejoice. 

• Because we will be greatly rewarded in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 

• I’m not sure what that reward will be, but I am sure it will be awesome. 

• So, when you experience persecution of any kind, rejoice in the hope of the reward that God has 
waiting for you in Christ Jesus. 

• Yes, according to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, there is Joy even in Persecution. 
 

• So, I hope this Review Romans 12 and the Relationship it has to the Beatitudes has been 
encouraging for you. 

• I know it was a lot and really my hope and prayer is that you will take the time yourself to go back 
and read through Romans 12, Matthew 5. 

• Ask God to show you the great blessings that await those who seek to obey him in radical ways. 
 
Prayer… 
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• As we come to communion I want to go back again to the beginning or Romans 12. 

• This where it starts and ends,  

• and this is what we are called to remember today. 
 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God… (Romans 12:1) 
 

• Paul appeals to Christians to live in a certain way, in God’s way, because of God’s great mercy. 

• And it’s at communion that we remember the Mercies of God. 

• It is when we share in communion together that we remember that God gave his one and only 
Son as a sacrifice for our sins. 
 

• Every time we take communion it is an appeal for us to live in a manner worthy of what we have 
received. 

• By God’s great love and mercy, we have received salvation from hell and salvation to heaven and 
all that goes along with it. 
 

• So, this morning I appeal to you brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God that we have received 
through the broken body and spilt blood of Jesus Christ. 

• I appeal to you to not take this communion lightly, but to take it in all seriousness. 

• To take it knowing you have been saved by the sacrificial death of Christ. 

• And that you have received (from Christ) all you need for life and godliness. 

• All you need to obey God’s Commands. 
 

• It is because of God’s great Mercies in the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ that 
we can release ourselves to God. 

• reject the world, renew our minds and rely on the Spirit to transform us into the image of Christ. 

• So we, today, with Great Joy, in this time of communion, remember the mercies of God through 
Jesus Christ. 

 

• To the church in Corinth Paul writes…    
 
For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 
when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This 
is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

• Remembering His Mercy that brings us into relationship with God through Jesus Christ 

• let us partake of the bread together… 
 

In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. (1 Corinthians 
11:23-26) 

• Remembering His Mercy that empowers us to obey and enjoy His commands. 

• Let us partake of the cup together 
 

• Prayer 
 
 


