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Mark 15:33-41 
03/28/2021 

Jesus’ Final Days 
His Revelations from the Cross – Part II 

 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
S1 - Title Slide 
 
S2 – S3 Someone Read Passage 
 
And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth 
hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” 
which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  
 
And some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” And someone ran 
and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, 
let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.”  
 
And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two, from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way 
he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!”  
 
There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and 
Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. When he was in Galilee, 
they followed him and ministered to him, and there were also many other women who came 
up with him to Jerusalem. (Mark 15:33-41) 
 
S4 – Introduction 
 

• Today is Palm Sunday. 

• The day that the church traditionally celebrates Jesus Triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 

• At Bridges we take this opportunity to gather coats to give to the needy. 

• Because as Matthew records… 
 
S5 - Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees 
and spread them on the road.  And the crowds that went before him and that followed him 
were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” (Matthew 21:8-9) 
 

• This describes the traditional triumphal Palm Sunday… 

• It’s right and good, Jesus is being exalted as he should be. 

• However, there’s something else going on here, something deeper. 

• Something sad and even tragic… 
 

• The people are welcoming their King, that’s what “Son of David” means. 

• They believe Jesus has come to be a King like their ancestor and Hero David… 

• They believe he’s the one who, like David slew Goliath, will slay their Roman oppressors. 

• They’re envisioning one who will drive out the Romans like King David drove his enemies. 
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• They’re cheering for their Messiah, their deliverer. 

• The one they believe will set up a Kingdom in Jerusalem, ruling with Mercy and Justice. 

• An Earthly Political Warrior King. 
 

• But Jesus knew the tragic truth. 

• He knew that these same people… 

• This multitude, in just one week, would either be silent or be shouting for his crucifixion. 
 

• The thing is, ultimately Jesus was not what these cheering people thought he should be. 

• But he was and is everything we truly need him to be. 
 

• And at the cross, the culmination of who he is and what he came to do for us is clearly revealed. 

• So, we are not going to have a traditional Palm Sunday Message. 

• Instead, we are going to continue what we began last week. 

• So, let me begin with a quick review of Jesus’ Revelations from the Cross… 

• First, we saw that…  
 
1. S6 - The Cross Reveals Jesus’ Sacrificial Love 
 

• At the cross the great love of God is demonstrated through his Son Jesus Christ. 

• In his poem “Love as warm as tears” C.S. Lewis writes… 
 
S7 - Love's as hard as nails, 
Love is nails: 
Blunt, thick, hammered through 
The medial nerves of One 
Who, having made us, knew 
The thing He had done, 
Seeing (with all that is) 
Our cross, and His. 
 

• The crucified Christ is a God given picture and reality of love!  

• So, as we see it in all its horror.  

• As we think about Jesus’ broken body and spilt blood  

• Our hearts ought to be penetrated,  

• As we come to understand that "This (the cross) is how we are loved!"  

• We must respond with complete (heart, soul, mind, and strength) love for the one who gave his 
life that we might live. 
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• So first the cross reveals Jesus’ Sacrificial love 

• And second… 
 
2. S8 - The Cross Reveals Jesus’ Sovereign Authority  

 

• Jesus was not a victim of those who rejected him. 

• He did not fall to the power of the Jewish religious leaders, or Pilot, or the people who shouted 
crucify him. 

• Jesus Christ willingly gave his live in our place. 
 

• And so, it is apt that his Sovereign authority is seen, even in the crime he’s accused of. 

• All they could devise to charge Jesus with was being “The King of the Jew” 

• He was rejected and crucified for being a King. 
 

• And as we know he was much more than the King of the Jews. 

• He was and is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
 

• And therefore, as those who see and trust in his sacrificial love. 

• We must also yield to his Sovereign Authority in our lives. 

• So, second the cross reveals Jesus’ Sovereign Authority 
  

• And finally, last week we saw… 
 
3. S9 - The Cross Revealed Jesus’ Saving Work 

 

• On the cross Jesus became an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

• On the cross we behold the lamb of God who takes away our sins. 
 

• And from the cross, we see the impact of Jesus saving work in the life of a robber that was being 
crucified with him. 
 

• This man knew he deserved what he was getting, and he knew Jesus didn’t. 

• It seems this Jewish Criminal realized that Jesus was the promised Messiah. 

• And so, he turned to him and trusted in Him, saying… 
 
S10 - …“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” And he said to him, “Truly, 
I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:42-43) 
 

• What a beautiful picture of the saving work of Jesus Christ. 

• As he dies for the sins of the world, he saves a single sinner. 
 

• And this foreshadows all of those that his work would save. 

• All who like the robber, know they are sinners.  

• Know that they deserve punishment, 

• Know that they cannot save themselves. 

• And so, they turn to Jesus and trust in his finished work for their eternal salvation. 
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• So that’s what we saw last week. 

• 3 revelations from the cross. 
 

• Now today, as Mark continues to guide us and the other gospels fill in the gaps, 

• We’re going to add just one more revelation from the cross. 

• But it’s a big one… 

• And then we’ll look at the effects of Christ’s death on the Cross. 
 

• And just a reminder, my purpose in all of this, is for us to see all that God through his Son Jesus 
Christ has done for us. 

• To allow the events of Jesus Crucifixion and Resurrection to penetrate our hearts and draw us 
deeper into relationship with the one who gave his life for us. 

 

• So, Let’s look again to the Cross… 

• And see that… 
 

4. S11 - The Cross Reveals Jesus’ Spiritual Suffering 
 

• Over the last two weeks we’ve seen the physical and emotional suffering that Jesus endured. 

• But today we turn to the heart of the matter. 

• Today we see the spiritual suffering Jesus endured for you and me. 
 

• Now it seems that Christ’s spiritual suffering and his death had a physical manifestation. 

• That’s what we find in Mark 15:33… 
 
S12 - And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the 
ninth hour. (Mark 15:33) 
 

• This is amazing, three hours, from the 6th to the 9th hour the land was dark. 

• The sixth hour was 12 noon when the sun was at its highest point, High Noon.  

• And at that brightest point of the day, darkness fell upon the whole land. 

• Most likely the darkness was local to the Holy City and countryside.  

• It engulfed the Cross and its surroundings for three hours.  

• Imagine what people were thinking, imagine the fear that took over. 
 

• The Greek tenses of the phrase “there was darkness” indicate that it came suddenly,  

• and all the Gospels treat it for what it was, a supernatural wonder. 

• Also, the Gospels record no words from Christ or his enemies during this time.  

• It seems to be a time of utter silence. 
 

• In sharp contrast, think back,  

• thirty-three years earlier there had been brightness and music at midnight when Jesus was born.  

• Now there is darkness and silence at noon as he suffers and dies. 
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• Amos prophesied this when he wrote…  
 
S13 - “And on that day,” declares the Lord GOD, “I will make the sun go down at noon and 
darken the earth in broad daylight. I will turn your feasts into mourning and all your songs into 
lamentation; I will bring sackcloth on every waist and baldness on every head; I will make it 
like the mourning for an only son and the end of it like a bitter day. (Amos 8:9-10) 
 

• Jesus’ suffering and death is cause for great mourning. 

• And that mourning is physically represented by darkness. 
 

• In scripture darkness also signifies the curse of God.  

• At the Exodus, a plague of darkness spread over the land before the first Passover lamb was 
slain.  
 

• Now before the death of the ultimate Passover Lamb, there again was darkness.  

• God's judgment was being poured out and darkness reigned. 
 

• This takes us to the very center of what was happening,  

• for in those three black hours, sin was poured upon Christ's soul until he became sin.  

• This is what Isaiah had prophesied… 
 
S14 - He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and 
as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he 
has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, 
and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. All 
we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD 
has laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:3-6) 
 

• On the cross this prophecy was fulfilled as our griefs and sorrows our transgressions our iniquities 
were laid upon Jesus. 

• And he (in our place) was stricken and smitten and crushed and chastised by God. 
 

• Peter makes what happened very clear:  
 
S15 - He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. (1 Peter 2:24) 
 

• On the cross, Christ took our sins upon himself… 

• And what was the purpose, notice, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 

• Sin has no place in the life of one whose sins have been born by Jesus Christ. 

• He took our sins upon himself; we need not take them back. 

• Paul also writes.  
 
S16 - For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21) 
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• Or as The Living Bible so meaningfully puts it,  
 
S17 - For God took the sinless Christ and poured into him our sins. Then, in exchange, he 
poured God's goodness into us! (2 Corinthians 5:21 LB) 
 

• Pastor Kent Hughes graphically describes what took place on the cross… 
 

S18 - Wave after wave of the world's sin was poured over Christ's sinless soul. Again, and 
again during those three hours his soul recoiled and convulsed as all the lies of civilization, 
the murders of a thousand "Killing Fields," the whorings of the world's armies, and the 
noxious brew of hatreds, jealousies, and pride were poured on his purity. (Kent Hughes) 
 

• Let that sink in for a moment. 

• For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21) 
 

• And by taking on our sin, Jesus became a curse:  

• Paul writes… 
 
S19 - Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is 
written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— (Galatians 3:13) 
 

• Because of the Fall, all humanity is under a curse, the curse of the law. 

• That is the curse of our overwhelming inability to keep the law. 

• Or put another way our overwhelming ability to disobey the will of God, to SIN. 
 

• And Jesus Christ, by taking our sin upon himself, redeemed us and took the curse upon himself. 

• He, the sinless one, the only one who perfectly keep the law,  

• Willingly allowed himself to be hung on a tree, that he might be cursed in our place. 
 

• And hanging on that tree (that cross) In the darkness Jesus bore it all in silence.  

• Not a word came from his lips.  

• Can you see him suffering in physical, emotional and worst of all spiritual pain? 
 

• There is nothing we can compare it to. 

• Yes, we all, before coming to Christ, rightly, justly bore our own sin and guilt and shame. 

• But think of all of your sin, guilt and shame that you rightly bear. 

• Being place on one who is totally and completely innocent. 

• And then multiply that millions if not billions of times. 

• We cannot imagine the suffering Jesus experienced. 
 

• And we haven’t gotten to the worse part yet. 

• Because when Jesus bore our sins, when he became sin for us,  

• he had to undergo the trauma of separation from God who 1 John 1:5 say… 
 
S20 - [God] is light, and in him is no darkness at all. (1 John 1:5) 
 

• In the darkness, hanging from the cross, Jesus was alone.  

• His separation was real.  
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• We know that because in Mark 15:34 we read… 
 
S21 - And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” 
which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Mark 15:34) 
 

• For three hours (from the 6th to the 9th hour) as darkness reigns… 

• As the sin of humanity was poured onto Christ. 

• As he became sin, God who is light and pure and holy could not remain. 
 

• And the result was real yet mysterious separation between the Father and the Spirit from the Son. 

• This was, I believe, the pinnacle of the suffering that Jesus endured. 

• This is what he was looking to when earlier in the garden of gethsemane he prayed… 
 
S22 - “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, 
be done.” And there appeared to him an angel from heaven, strengthening him. And being in 
agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down 
to the ground. (Luke 22:42-44) 
 

• The terrible anticipation of separation from God caused Jesus, on one level, to pray for escape. 

• And just the thought of being forsaken by his father impacted him physically,  

• causing him to sweat drops of blood. 

• Sweating blood results from a condition known as hema-ti-drosis,  

• It can occur when extreme anguish or physical strain causes one's capillary blood vessels to dilate 
and burst, mixing sweat and blood. 

• And this is how Jesus reacted just thinking about what was to come. 
 

• And so, I say, the physical suffering of the cross, terrible as it was… 

• Was nothing in comparison to the spiritual suffering caused by taking on our sin and being 
separated from God. 
 

• And this continues in the darkness for one hour, two hours.  

• Wave upon wave comes to his soul.  

• He who had never known a millisecond of separation from the Father and the Holy Spirit is alone.  

• Then came the end of the third hour,  

• That’s when it all comes to a head, as we already read in Mark 15:34. 
 
S23 - And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” 
which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Mark 15:34) 
 

• Crucifixions normally included intermittent ranting or pleading or cursing by the crucified,  

• and no doubt this is what the other two had done.  
 

• But Jesus ended his silence with a great shout from Psalm 22:1.  

• This undoubtedly shocked the onlookers.  

• Jesus' cry expressed his unfathomable pain at his real abandonment.  
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• John Calvin explains:  
 
S24 - Jesus expressed this horror of great darkness, this God-forsakeness, by quoting the 
only verse of Scripture which actually described it, and which he had perfectly fulfilled.  (John 
Calvin) 
 

• Jesus laid bare his soul and fulfilled prophecy.  

• And by repeating, "My God, my God" he was affirming his trust in his Father. 

• God his father had literally forsaken him, but Jesus continued to trust. 
 

• And with Jesus' declaration of abandonment, I believe the darkness began to lift,  

• And Mark says,  
 
S25 - And some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” (Mark 15:35) 
 

• Possibly they mistook, "Eloi, Eloi" as a reference to Elijah, or perhaps they pretended to do so to 
poke fun at Jesus. 

• In either case, John's account indicates that at this point…  
 
S26 - After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I 
thirst.” (John 19:28) 
 

• Then, as verse Mark 15:36 says,  
 
S27 - And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him 
to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” (Mark 15:36) 
 

• A soldier held the sponge up to Jesus' mouth as he sucked the refreshing wine vinegar.  

• Here again we must supplement what happened from the other Gospels, 

• John 19:30 says… 
 

S28 - When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head 
and gave up his spirit. (John 19:30) 
 

• Then Luke says…  
 
S29 - Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my 
spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. (Luke 23:46) 
 

• Let me make two observations at this point…  

• First, Jesus did not die an ordinary death by crucifixion.  

• Normally the crucified, through progressive loss of strength, fell unconscious and died.  

• Jesus was conscious to his very last breath,  

• just as he had determined to be in refusing the wine mixed with myrrh.  

• Jesus gave his life.  

• It was not taken. 
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• Second, the Greek word tetelestai (te-tel-est-tai) translated finished,  

• means that he finished his mission,  

• not that he was finished by his enemies.  

• The sense of the perfect tense is, "It has been and it forever will be finished!" 
  

• The greatest work (saving work or any work) ever performed was completed.  

• Jesus had gone lower than any human had ever gone as your sins and mine poured over his soul.  

• And he conquered!  

• Therefore, he could shout in victory, "Finished!" and confidently yield his spirit to the Father. 
 

• Think about this for a moment, again let it sink in. 

• This physical, emotional and most of all spiritual suffering of the Lord Jesus Christ is what it took 
to save you and me. 

• In Matthew’s version of Jesus’ prayer in the garden of gethsemane we read… 
 
S30 - [Jesus] fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” (Matthew 26:39) 
 

• If it is possible, Jesus prayed, let this cup of the cross (this suffering, this separation) pass from 
me… 

• Do you think if there were any other way for God to redeem humanity?  

• He would not have willingly allowed Jesus to avoid the cross. 

• If somehow our good works could earn heaven. 

• If there were some great deed, we could perform to erase our sin. 

• If there were any way we could contribute to our salvation and lessen the suffering of Christ,  

• don’t you think God would have found it. 
 

• But there is no other way but the way of the Cross, by which a man might be saved. 

• Salvation comes to us from His great and finished work on the Cross.  
 

• And get this… 

• If any of us have the audacity (the unmitigated gale) to think that we can add to Christ saving work 
in any way. 

• We are saying that the cross of Christ (His sacrificial death) was at best insufficient. 

• And at worst unnecessary. 
 

• What a great insult to God to think we (sinners) have something to offer beyond what Christ has 
already done. 
 

• As the robber illustrated, salvation comes by trusting in his finished work —and nothing else.  

• Please, I beg of you, if you are trusting in anything else besides the finished work of Jesus Christ. 

• If you think you have anything to add to his work… 

• The work that caused him great spiritual suffering, Stop Now. 

• Repent and trust him alone. 
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• The suffering and death of Christ reveals to us the lengths and depths to which Jesus went to in 
order to bring our salvation. 

• Again, he suffered emotionally and physically like some before and after him. 
 

• But his spiritual suffering was like none other. 

• No one has or will ever take on the sins of another, let alone the sins of the world. 
 

• So, embrace his sacrificial love, 

• Submit to his sovereign authority. 

• Trust in his saving work that caused Him to willingly not only give his life,  

• but to bear our sins, to be separated from God. 

• Trust in his saving work that cause him unimaginable Spiritual suffering for you! 

• Rejoice in and Glorify a God that went to such great lengths to bring about your salvation.  

• He suffered and died for you… 
 

• And now let’s conclude by looking at… 
 
S31 - The Effects of the Cross  
 

• And by that, I mean the effects of Christ’s suffering and death on the cross. 

• Now there are probably more than four. 

• But we will focus on these, the first effect is… 
 
1. S32 - The Cross Gives Access to God 
 

• Mark 15:38 says… 
 
And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. (Mark 15:38) 
 

• The veil into the Holy of Holies was supernaturally torn in two from top to bottom. 

• In Judaism, the high priest could only go into the Holy of Holies once a year,  

• He went in on the day of atonement to make a sacrifice for the sins of the people. 
 

• But God reached down and took hold of this symbolic barrier between himself and humanity and 
ripped it in two.  

• So that NOW access to God is unhindered for all for who are in Christ. 
 

• By Jesus' blood we no longer must stand outside,  

• We can now come into the presence of God.  

• We have access!  

• The writer of Hebrews says: 
 
S33 - Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of 
Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through 
his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  
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• By the shed blood of Jesus Christ, we can enter the holy places. 

• And notice we need not enter timidly; we can enter with confidence. 

• Because Jesus opened the way,  

• Jesus goes before us,  

• By his death for us, Jesus torn the curtain that separated us from God. 
 

• Jesus, through his flesh, through his death on the cross, provides us with access to His Father in 
Heaven. 

• He is our great priest, and he not only enters the holy of holies for us. 

• But he allows us (those who are in him) to enter with him. 

• Therefore… Application. 
 
S34 - let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled 
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. (Hebrews 10:19-22) 
 

• When you trust in Jesus Christ. 

• When you have a true heart in full assurance faith in Christ. 

• You are sprinkled clean with his shed blood. 

• His blood covers your sin. 

• You are rid of our evil conscience. 

• And you are washed with pure water. 
 

• So that you can draw near to God with a true heart. 

• By Christ’s death on the cross, you now have access to God. 

• There is nothing more amazing that this in all the world. 

• And along with access to God…  

• The effects of Christ’s Suffering and Death also include. 
 
2. S35 - The Cross Gives Freedom from Sin and Death 
 

• Not that we will not die physically, but that we will be raised again unto eternal life… 

• After the curtain was torn from top to bottom, Matthew records…. 
 
S36 - The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were 
raised, and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and 
appeared to many. (Matthew 27:51-53) 
 

• At the instant of Christ’s death some of Jerusalem's tombs were open,  

• and out stepped believers who had been raised to life. 
  

• Evidently, they didn’t stay on earth very long.  

• They remained just enough to establish the power of Christ death.  

• and foreshadow both the resurrection of Christ and all who would trust in Him.  
 

• So, the torn curtain and open tombs say it all.  

• Christ's death frees those who believe from the bonds of death.  

• And it gives them access to God's holy presence.  
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• Full freedom is what the cross offers. 

• Freedom not only from death but from the power of sin. 

• In Romans 8:1, 2 Paul writes.  
 
S37 - There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law 
of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. (Romans 8:1-
2) 
 

• When we trust in Christ, we are not only no longer under condemnation for our sins. 

• But we are set free by the law of the Spirit of life. 

• We receive the gift of the Holy Spirit; we receive new life in Christ Jesus. 

• And we are set free from the law of sin and death. 
 

• When we were under the law, we were subject to the penalty of our sin. 

• The wages of sin is death. 

• But in Christ, because of Christ death for us. 

• We are set free… 
 

• We are free from death and hell. 

• We are free to enter the presence of God both now and for all eternity!  

• And we are free to not follow the ways of our flesh. 

• We are free, by the power of the Spirit which we receive by Christ’s death,  

• We are free to overcome the sin in our lives. 
 

• So, the question is, have you been freed, and are you living in that freedom. 

• Are you, by the power of the Cross of Christ,  

• drawing near to God on a continually basis? 

• Are you by the power of the Spirit overcoming the sin in your life? 

• Not becoming perfect yet but daily making progress because Christ has already taken your sins 
upon himself. 

• You need not bear them, and you need not commit them. 

• So, the effects of the cross include Access to God and Freedom from Sin and Death… 

• And third effect we find is that... 
 
3. S38 - The Cross Reveals Christ  

 

• The centurion who was charged with the execution had seen everything:  

• the terrible beating, the crown of thorns, the humiliation and ridicule 

• the Via Dolorosa.  
 

• He had supervised Jesus' nailing to the cross.  

• He had seen Jesus' ministry to the thief and his mother.  

• He had seen the midday darkness come.  

• He had heard Jesus’ spiritual suffering “My God My God why have you forsaken me” 

• He had heard Jesus willingly give up his life, “it is finish.” 
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• And Mark records his response to all he had seen and heard, all that had been revealed to him…  
 
S39 - And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, 
he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” (Mark 15:39) 
 

• Now whether this man was expressing saving faith or not we can’t be sure. 

• But we can be sure that in this moment (at the cross) the deity of Christ has been revealed to him. 

• Jesus' death, carefully considered, revealed who he was and is. 
 

• And we who know the Lord see so much more than this soldier,  

• for we see the depths Jesus went to in order to redeem us.  

• We see him suffering under our sins as they are poured onto him.  

• We see that he became a curse for us, that we might become righteous.  

• We see him totally alone, undergoing the trauma of separation from the Father in darkness and 
silence. 

• We say with the deepest passion, "Truly this man was the Son of God!"  
 

• The cross reveals who Christ is… 

• And finally 
 
4. S40 - The Cross Draws People to Christ 
 

• Jesus said,  
 
And I, when I am lifted up from the earth (when I am crucified), will draw all people to myself.” 
(John 12:32) 
 

• The Cross draws us.  

• The women who were watching from a distance were represent this.  
 
S41 - There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. When he was in Galilee, 
they followed him and ministered to him, and there were also many other women who came 
up with him to Jerusalem. (Mark 15:40-41) 
 

• The Cross along with the resurrection would become (has become) a great force,  

• drawing men and women and children from every culture and race. 
 

• If you are a Christian, it is the Cross that has drawn you to Christ. 

• The fact that God so loved the world that he gave his Son to die in your place. 

• That Jesus would suffer beyond human understanding for you. 

• In the darkness, your sins were poured on Jesus so that he became sin for you.  

• In the darkness, he bore the penalty for your sins in his separation from God.  

• He endured the wrath of God in your place. 
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• His great shout —"Finished!" —at the end of the darkness meant that everything had been done 
by him to provide you with salvation.  

• We can add nothing and must add nothing to it. 
 

• It is that message of the cross, which draws people to Christ. 

• That’s why Paul wrote… 
 
S42 - For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. (1 
Corinthians 2:2) 
 

• And so, one final application for us today. 

• As we enter the world, especially at easter season. 

• As we seek to represent Jesus Christ in our world. 

• As we seek to draw people to Christ. 
 

• Allow the cross to do the drawing. 

• So often we want to share so many other things and Jesus and that is fine. 

• But don’t leave out the cross. 

• Focus on the cross. 

• Focus on the one who was lifted up to bear the sins of humanity. 

• Don’t skip over the horror of the cross  

• For it is the cross that reveals who Christ is… 

• And it is the cross that draws people to Christ. 
  

• And once drawn and accepted in faith… 

• It is the cross provides access to God and freedom from Sin and Death. 

• AMEN!  
 
 


